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No. I. 
JPcJhw CilizmM, 

When my derencc bernre tlie Cuurl M&rtial wag publish- 
ed, I stated iu a preface addressed lo you, thai it wiU not lliea 
is lUf power to present all the ilocumeola and evideace which 
niated to the subject: that the proceedings were deposited in 
the ofBce of die Secretary of the ilepartment of War, and bj* J 
law, I was entitled to a copy of them ; and as soon as they wem 1 
•btuned, (hey should be published iu separate numbers. Uutil 
Ibe present lime, I have not been able lo obtain theui. 

Immediately afler the trial, duing the ail ministration of Mr. 
Madison, I addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, Gen. 
Armstrong, requesting a certified copy. He did not think prop- 
«r to comply with my request, or even return an Rtiswer to my 
applicatbn. Latefyt under the nd ministration of President 
Monroe, they have been prepared and transmitted by Mr. Cal- 
the present Secretary, witlia promptitude and indepen-. 
deuce becoming the character of that officer. 

Although it has been a source of severe regret, that I have nof J 
able to make tiiis communication at an earlier period, yet i 
■oder all ctrcunuitances, perhaps it oug^t nut to be considered 
a miafortune. All who were tlien actors oa the stAge, will i 



member how violently our eovinfry was convulsed by partie», 
aud political disscntions. Truth itiielf was go obBcuieil by prej- 
uHice, that it was almost impossible ti> make it apparent. All 
easily believed what they wished to be true. Fortunately, those 
inauspicious days have passed away, and with them the feelings 
and prejudices which existed. The time flow appears favoura- 
ble for calm en(|uiry. and I shall endeavour to redeem the 
pledge which I then gave. 

Having nnw passed the 70th year of my age, I am strongly 
admonished, that tliis appeal will not be prepared in a mannei' 
so satiitfactoryto myself, or so BcreptHble to you, as it might 
have been, before age had impaired my heBltli, and necessarily 
enfeebled ihc powers of my mind. 

I shall however undertake i(, with a firm reliance on yeur 
candour, and with a confident expectation, that yon will read 
without prejudice, and decide with impartiality. It will be 
written in the style of simplicity, and adorned with nothing 
but truth in ita plainest garb. On an occasion so interesting to 
roe, I cannot omit to express the satisfaction 1 feel, in appearing 
before a tribunal of enlightened citizens, who in forming their 
constitiition, have wisely retained the sovereign power, and 
whose final opinion can reverse the sentence of all Bubordinate 
authorities. With confidence, therefore. 1 shall make this ap- 
peal to your candid and imjiartial judgment 

In the progress of my following numbers, 1 am not insensible 
of the difficulties with which 1 have to contend. I am not in- 
sensible of the deep interest which yet exists, that the cnuses of 
the disasters of the campaign of 181-2, should remain where the 
administration have attempted to place them I am aot insen- 
sible liow hard is the task of removing the weight of oppressioDi 
which I have so long and so unjustly sustained. 

In making my statements, and adducing the documents and 
evidence in proof of inem, it will frequently be necessary to 
bring into view tlie officers who composed the administration at 
that time, the Conn Martial before which I was tried, and other 
distinguished characters. 

In cases of this kind, fearless of any coniiequences to myself, 
whilt on the one hand I shall comment with the must perfect 
freedom on their conduct — On tlie other. I shall endeavour to 
suppress any feeling of resentment, for the injustice and per- 



secution which I hive experienced from them, and eh&ll i&j* 
aolhing more tlian is necessary fur a fair exemplificatioQ of lite 
bcU, which it will be luj object to vstablUh. 

If, when thii mirror is placed before them, they should iliscei 
tiie truth, and be mule sensible, that, by their unfounded r 
sentatioDs, they have been tlie insirunienta of injuring a.n ini 
cent individual, and robbing; liinv of the character he had acqiu 
«d by a long course of public services, lioih in the cabinet i 
in the field, and in this view of Uie aubjecU any compunctiid 
of conscience should be excited, I do not, and cannot wish lh4 
a more thorny pillow, than will be made by their own retiectio^ 

It IB possible I deceive myself in the indul^nce I'f tlie b«j 
that this subject will oven for a moment excite your altentidl 
You may say, that it has been settled by the administratioi 
and that that decision ought to be conclusive and final— thai tl 
character of an individual is of little conseiiuence, when compi 
ed, with the character of the adiuinistration — and thnt it is : 
expeilient to rake open embers which have so lung been i 
ed. But when you consider that my character is connected 
with the events which look place, and how inipnrtant it is tliat 
the truth of those events should be preserved and banded doiq 
to posterity, I cannot but hope, that such conHide rations 
be a sufficient answer to the objectiiins, and induce you to fi^ 
an interest in the narrative I shall present, and the evident 
shall produce in its support; and that you will believe no lue 
are so powerful as trutli, to preserve the honour of the nation.* i 

Should these especiations be disappointed, and should 
■tatements, with the evidence on which they are founded, i 
remove the veil of prejudice from the eyes of the present genert 
tiOD, (he reflection of having preserved materials for the futtn 
hislorians of our country, will be an ample reward fur 
llours, and a soothing consolation during the short remnant uf tg 
ftiture life. 

It will be remembereil, this was the first war in which 
country was eiigaged with a civilized uatiun, after the wai 
the revolution, by which our independence was obtained 

It was the first experiment uf your constitution, for the pti) 
•ermtion of those rights, which hod been acquired by the valu| 

i blood of tlie few wiio now survive, and of many of your F 

•n, who real in their tomb§. 



In th« first pUce I sliall show, that I accepted a militarj ap- 
pointment, anii the cgmmand of the forces in Ohio, in time of 
peace, for the purpose of protecting the inhabitants of the Ter- 
ritory of which I was Governor, and those of the North -weBtem 
frontier against the savages ; — Tliat I considered the force en- 
trusted to I my command, in time of peace with Great Britain, 
when we had the free communication of Lake Erie, to obtain 
the necessary supplies, sufficient for that object; — That these 
forces being ordered nearly four mouths before the declaratioti 
of war. and tliere beinf; strong indications that it would take 
place, 1 communicated to tlie govemtnent my views, in an event 
of that kind ; — That these official communicatinns were made 
both before and after I accepted this command; — That io the 
event I have mentioned, I stated in the most explicit manner, 
that a naval force, sufficient to command Lake Erie, would be 
indispensably necessary, and essential to success ; — ^That without 
such a force, an army could not be supported at Detroit, and that 
that place, Mic/uUimackinack and Chicago, must necessarily fall 
into the hands of the enemy. — And if it were the intention of 
the Government, that hostilities should be commenced from that 
quarter against Upper Canada, it would be indispensably neces- 
sary, besides the co-operation of a naval force, to provide an 
army on the Niagara river to assist and to co-operate with the 
Army at Detroit. That these communications, having been re- 
ceived as official communications, I had every reason to believe, 
before a war was declared, that such a navy, and such an army, 
would have been provided^ — That with these impressions I pro 
ceeded to the stale of Ohio, took the command of the forces, 
which consisted of 1200 militia and volunteers, and about three 
hundred regulars; — That these militia were badly armed, badly 
clothed, and entirely undisciplined; That my orders were to 
march to Detroit, and make the best arrangements in my power 
for the protection of the inhabitants against the Indians ; That 
the country from Urbanna in Ohio, to Detroit, was principally a 
wilderness, and the distance about SOO miles ; — That I was fur- 
nished with no field artillery ;— That on the 2d day of July, near 
the foot of the rapids of the Miama, about Gfly-two miles from 
Maiden, and seventy from Detroit, 1 first received information 
of war against Great Britain, fourteen days after it had been de- 
clared ;— That the letter from the Adr inistration announcing 
(his event, was delivered to me by a straoger, who informed mc 
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ttat it vns broiigtit by the mail to the Post Office in Cleavelftrd, 
•t«le of t>hio, mil the Post Master of (hat place had eiuptojed 
him I" deliver it to me. wherever he fiinnd me, on my march to 
Detriiit i — That the rout il was nenl was very circuitous, and if it 
had been sent by an express, it mifflit have reached me in four 
or five days ot farthest ; — That the enemy al Maiden, (jfty 
miles more distant from Washinj;t«n than my army, received 
the informatinn several days before ; — That by lliis letter trom 
the tdminiatratmn. I was not only informed that war was de- 
clared against Greai Britain, but was positively ordered to morcb 
the forces under my command to Detroit, eighteen miles in th« 
of the enemy's principal fortress at Maiden ; and there wait 
further order*: — That un the first day of July, having ret mt- 
■U OR information «f the declaration of war, and supposing the 
■ivigation of the Lake to be safe, a vessel was employed by the 
Quarter- Master, to transport the stt k of the army, and the storea 
and bag!:age, not necessary on the march, to Detroit-, — ^That 
tbia vessel whs taVea by the enemy on her passage, and that this 
first misfortune was occasioneil bv the neglect of the administra- 
tion, in not giving me information of the war eight dnys sooner, 
which might easily have been dnne ; — That I have (he strongest 
possible ground to declare, that this niigtil have been done, be- 
cause I shall show, that I received a letter from Washington, on 
the 2Gth of June, and dated alan the IBth. the same date with 
tlie letter announcing the declaration of n-ar. by express, which 
gave no information of the declaration of war. 

I shall prove by the records of the government that i stated Id 
the most explicit terms to the adrainittiration, that Detroit, or 
Wme position on the waters of Lake Erie, would be a suitable 
position for troops, in time of peace with Great Britain, design- 
ed for the protection of the Michigan Territory, and the North- 
western frontier against the savages. — But in the event of war 
with that nation, it would be impossible to support an army in 
that conntry, without a navat force, sufficient to preserve the 
communication of the Lake, and without a powerful armr on the 
Niagara strait, to take possession of the enemies posts, on that 
Strait, and co-operate with such forces .is should make an inva- 
uon from Detroit, and by the co-operation of such forces, take 
posseseion of the Province. I shall show that this order of the 
admioislration to march my army to Dettoit, after (h« deda' 
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tioi) of wir, and no navy beine provided, to preiierve the con- 
munication of tlie Lake, and do army on the Niaeara strait, 
vhich ever c(>-o|>erated with mr. waa contrary to what I had 
sufficient f^'Otinds to believe was the understanding before I left 
Washington ; contrary to the most explicit opinion I had given 
on the subject ; contrary to all military eiperience, and the 
principles which have been taught by the best military writtu"! - 
—That I obeyed this order because it waa poiitive, and under 
the full expectation, that a naval force, and an army would hare 
•teen provided to have assisted and co-operated with me, and 
that I had sufficient reasons to expect such assistance and co~ 
operatloQ in the event nf war, and in the invasion of < anada ;— 
That in compliance with these ordei's, 1 passed the enemy's post 
«t Maiden, and proceeded to Detroit, eighteen miles In the reax 
of that post, and both situated on the same river, where I arriv- 
ed on the 5th of July ; — That notwithstanding my orders were 
positive to remain there until I should receive furtlier orders, 
the militia nnd volunteer officers nearly excited a mutiny, be- 
cause I did nut immediately cross the river, and comtnence of- 
fensive operations in violation of my orders ; — That on the 9tfa 
of Jitly, I received an unqualihed authority, which from the 
manner in which it was expressed, could have had no other con- 
ttruction, than a positive order to cross the river, and invade the 
enemy's territory; and to issue a proclamation to the inhabi- 
tants, and to pledge the eovernuient that they should be protect- 
ed in their persons, property, and rights ; and in the same let- 
ter I was only authorized to attack the fortress at Maiden, pro- 
vided, in my opinion, my lorces were adequate to the enterprise, 
and it could be done consistently with the safety of my other 
posts ; — That I issaed a proclamation to the inhabitants, and on 
the morning of (he 13th of July, crossed the river and took pos- 
Bessiim of the opposite bank, in the face uf the enemy ; — That I 
was induced to adopt these measures frum the orders I received 
from (he government, from the impatience of my army, from the 
convenience, and eveu n cessity of collecting supplies from the 
eaemy's country, from the expectation of co-oparation. and fion* 
the liope that a display of the American flag on both sides the 
river, would have a favourable effect on the savages and militia 
of tlie province ^— That Uie authority 1 received to attack the 
eaemy's fortr«u at Hdden, btiog dutcreuonary, 1 wrote lo th« 
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ffgweraniRtt the lame day I received it, that my force wm h 
adnquite to the entt'r(iriz«, and stated as a reasun, that tlie ea| 
ny cowmandec] the Lake and thp savages. 

That 1 remained in the enemy's country about a month, i 
der the expectation of receiviti"; assistance and cu-iiperatioa fra| 
the army under the command of General Dearborn, at NiagaE 
that during this time 1 rec«ived infirm ition thai Michiliit 
nock, on the same navigable waters with Detroit and Mi 
had fallen ; that the forcei, with the tavages, of all that r 
were descending the waters iif the nortiiern lakes agains) i 
that I iikcwisr had received cvrtain infurmatioo, (hat Genei 
Brock, with all the re^tara awl militia of Upper Canada, i 
^vceeding to Maldt-n ; and that tlw ruad I liad i)|>etied t 
the wilderoeas. from Uhio, was filW.d with hostile ti 
and that nu supplies cuulil be obtained fur the army througU tl 
eommunicatiun ; — That, under these circumitlances, 1 c 
•d that it was my duty to re-cross the river, witli the princi|i| 
part of my forces, and attempt to open the only communicatil 
I coultl now possibly have with my country ; — Thai on the 9 
of August, 1 re-crossed the river to Detroit, and on the s 
day made a detachment of all the regulars, and part ol the C 
militia, amwuoting to 600, under the command uf Colonel Mill 
with orders to proceed tu the river Raisin, for the {fui-|: 
opening that communication ; that on his way to tiiat station,! 
wu attacked, near Drownatown, by the regulars, militia, t 
nrages, from Maiden, and that, after the loss of between p 
and ninety men on our part, tlie enemy was compelled to n 
treat i that, as it was the opinion of Colonel Miller, that t 
detachment could not proceed to the river Raisio, withi 
reinforcement of 150 or 3tX) men, I thought proper to order 
back to Detroit, especially aa the tr'iopa hail been out in a 
lent storm, wctb greatly fatigued, and it was necessary to n 
move andpro vide for the wounded ;—'l'hat on the 14th of Ai 
Bot having received int'ormatii)U, of the arrival of General E 
and the necessity of opening Uie communication, for the pur^ 
ef obtaining soppJies, becoming more urgent, I made auolh 
detachment, of the effective men of Colonels McArthur 
Caas* regiments, crramandeil by the two Colonels, for the p 
poae : that as Mion as I received information of the arrival i 
Cenenl Brock, wUb the forcei, from the eaalern port of t 



province, I immediately sent expresses, with orders to McArthur 
and Casa lo return to Detroit. That when General Bnick, 
Isndeil at the Spring Wells, three miles below Delruit, un ihe 
morning of the I6th of August, I had received no iofonnation 
from them, and must have supposed they were at the river 
Raisin, about fifty miles from Detroit, the route they were or- 
dered to marrh. AKad I pted^ myself^ feJIow citizens, to prove 
to the satisfaction of every unpicjudiced mint^ thaton the morn- 
ing of the iGth. when General Brock land^, the provisions 
were exhausted, that there was no possibility of obtaining a sup- 
ply from any quarter whatever, and that his effective force was 
much more than twice my number. That my communication 
was ectireiy cut off, both by land and water ; thai a pan of thtt 
M idi ig ttB militia deserted, and joined General Brock's stand- 
ard, as soon as h* landed i that the savages were let loose on 
the inhabitants, whom it was impassible for me to protect ; and 
that even a victory a^^inst his regulars and militia, that mor- 
ning, would have been only a useless waste of blood — that I 
could not have conquered his savages in the wililernesk, or his 
navy on tlip Lake, and consequently could not have opened my 
commiinicatiiin ; that, under the cir<; am stances my army was 
placed by the orders of Ihe guvernnient, il cuuld no more eiist, 
than the human arm can exist when cut olT from the luKly ; and 
that the measures I adopted were necessary, from my situation, 
and dictated by the highest sense of duty f' that I was forced into 
this situation, by the orders of the government, and every avenue 
to it was closed bj the enemy, in such ■ manner that there was 
not a possibility of escaping.jf And here I shall wish to be dis- 
tinctly understood ; I have said, that the order which 1 received 
from the government to march to Detroit, alter the declaration 
of war. and when Lake Krie was in pOBsession of the enemy's 
naval force, was contrary to all military experience, Bud one 
fatal cause of tlie disasters of the campaign. Il was the case, as 
the result lias proved- | Had the orders however of the govern- 
ment been obeyed by General Dearborn, the result probably 
would have been very dilFerent. I shall show, that he was re- 
peatedly ordered, by the letters of the Secretary of War, and by 
the command of the President, immediately after the declaration 
of war, to assemble the forces under his command on tlie Nia- 
gan llJTer, to attack the enemy's poatt in that part of the prov- 
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of Upper Canada, and co-operate with the foreei under if 
command ; that dunug that time he never euBered a tuai 
ler tiie coenij'a country, that he neglected to obey the [losiiiv^ 
commands of his government; and without any orders, i^re^ 
to au annistice, or Buspension of hostilities, with Sir Georj 
Provost, in which my army was not included ; which will b 
ihuwn, enabled General Brock, with all t)ie forces of t-'pp« 
Canada, and indeed a large reinforcement from Montreal, 
proceed to Maiden, and attack me : that he established a peabfl 
on the Niagara frontier, and it t>ecame only necessary for tl 
enemy to leave at their fnrls in that quarter n few inv 
guard their barracks, &c. And I shall further show, that after 
General Dearborn, the commanding General of the armies, had 
thus neglected to ohey ihe oitlers of the goveniment, and had ' 
been the great cause of the disasters of the campaign, he n 
appointed the Presidenl o( the Court Martini fiir my trial ; a 
that, although the administration employed, at your expena* 
two of the first counsellors in onr country, Mr. Dallas, and Mn 
Van Buren, to assist the Judge Advocate in the poBCtulioi 
Court would not suft'er me to employ any counsel at my o 
expense, to open their lips in the Court; and the opiniif 
officers were admitted to prove entire charts and spec'ficatio 
against me. That the officers who wet* selected by the admidi 
istration to give their opinions respecting my conduct, a 
testify against me, had been promoted, after the capitulalioi^ 
from Lieutenant Colonels in the militia, to the rank of Generall 
in tlie regular army, and othern of inferior rank on ; 
scale ; that the luost outrageous measures were adopted to e 
cite your prejudices against me ; that ihe officers who appea 
as witnesses, were applauded in the public Newspapers for tU 
manner in which they testified, and pamphlets were printed atif 
hawked for sale, at the very door of Ihe Capitol where I v 
tried, filled with the most scandulous falsehoods. That I w 
accused by the administration of capital crimes for acts, whiti 
I shall prove by tbe letters of the Secretary of War, the Preril 
dent had before fully approved ; and that the proclamation I " 
■ued to the Canadians was by order of the President : that fl 
soon as it was issued it was sent to him ; and after he rec( 
it, I shall produce letters, written by the t-ecretary of W ai 
his order, to show that all my conduct, operations, and am 
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taatts, ven oat on)/ apprcned by him, bat viewed witli tbtf 
highi'Ht lansfacdun : tliut notwithbtaniliu'j; this un()UHlifie(l ap- 
probation of the prdclatnutioii by the President, the Plenipotea- 
tioriet nt the treaty of Ghent, without any instructions from iha 
administration on ih&t subject, declared lo the British Plenipo* 
tentianeii, and consequently to the British nation anil to th* 
world, that ir was unauthorized, and dieapproved by tlie Oor- 
ernment : that in an interview with iJie Hon. John Quincy Ad- 
ams, one of the Plenipotentiaries, in answer to my inquiry, on 
what gr«und that declaration waa made, he answered, that thej 
had no particular instructioDB to make the declaration, that thej 
received the iufoi'malion from Mr, Gallatin, thU he wnite the 
paper which contained it, and he being one of the Plenipotentia- 
ries, the others were induced to give it their signnturt^g. 

I have given a very general sketch of the subjects uf the fol- 
lowing niemoire. The facts stated will be proved by the best 
evidence of which the nature of the rase will admit ; and princi- 
pally by the records of the goverainenl itself After you are 
possessed of the fucts and evidence, I shall cheerfully submit 
the fjuestion to your candid judgment. It is difficult always to 
form a correct opinion, in our own case. I can however declare 
with eafeiy, that if I have committed erroars, they weie errours 
«f thi head, and not of the heart. 
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As a desire for military fame and motives of ambition, have 
been iii|put«<l to me, I consider it a duty whicli 1 owe both to 
myself and to joy, to explain the true reasons, which finally, 
and very reluctantly induced ise lo accept an appointment in 
the army, and to satisfy you that the imputations are without 
any foundation. It has likewise been represented, and is be- 
lieved by many, that I urged on tbe government the ei|>ediency 
of a declaration of war against Great Britain, at the time of my 
military a[^intinent, and made representations that the Can- 
adians wera dissatisfied wiih their government, were dcsiroM 
of independence, would jmn the Ameriitn standard, whenever 
it was displayed in their territory, ami tiiat the conquest of 
tiiotc proviocea might be easily e&cted with a sauUl force. 6e 
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At from ever expresitn^ or enterlBining npintona of this lami, 
I Bhail shew y*u, from the records of the so'eninient, the r''pre- 
Knlalion» which 1 made, both before ftnd after I accepted & 
ntlitarv appointment; these communications most be con§ider- 
«d the best evideuce the nsture »f the case will admit, of the 
fiews I entertained. Before I present them tn fou, 1 will ask 
your attention to the paiticutar reasons which induced me to 
•crept a military appointment before tlie deci&ration of war, in 
June 1312. 

Being at WasMngtmi in February IStS. and t>ein|; at that 
timegiivemourof the Territory of Michigan, and accouriUharing 
been received from that section of the country, that the Indiana 
were Incoming hostile to the defenceless inhabitants of that ex- 
posed frontier, it was natural for me to feci a solicitude for their 
safety. I ni^ed on the officers of the administration, the expe- 
diency of providing a force ftir llieir protection. At this time, 
in conseqaence of the di&ereiices which existed between our ^v- 
eromant and Great Britain, Congress had thought it tipedie&t 
to au^^ent the army, and was taking measures for the purpose. 
These measures were well knou'D to the officers who adminis- 
tered t^e guvcrnmeut in the province* of the Canadaa, and the 
causes which pcwluced ihem. Id the event of a war with Eng- 
land, they were satis6ed that the invasion of thnse provinces 
would be the first object. The numerous, and powerfid tribes 
•f savages, which nut only inhabited that country, but also the 
lurUiern and western territory of the United States, were con- 
tidered as the allies and friends of England, On them she de- 
pended for assistance, whenever her dominions were invaded. 
The strong indications of war, which were tlien apparent, in- 
(laced bis Briltanalc Majesty's officers to adopt measures of 
pYcautiun and safety nguinst the impending storm- MensogeS 
svere tlierefore sent to the different tribes, infuntiing them of 
the warlike preparations which were making by the United 
States, of the events which probably would soon take place, und 
hivitiiig Ihem to join their standard in such a result- I'hese 
Messages were accompanied with unusual quantities of presents, 
conaisting of munitions of war, clothinj;, and ornaments, gratify- 
ing to their pride and vanity. The British nation, ever since 
her possession of the t^anadas. has expended immense eoms of 
«o&ejr IB preseott, not only to the Indians, who inliatHt I — "■ 
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Incee, bat oUo to those who reside within the territories of the 
United ^ates. On tliis occasion every effort was made to pre- 
pare them for the approaching crisis. 

Of all em|>lovmenla, war IB the most grateful to a savage. 
Tlie prospect of it did not fail to produce the excitement, in- 
tended, by the means made use of by the British agents. It 
became apparent, from the manner they assembled to celebrate 
their war feasts, and from the hostile dispositions they manifest- 
ed towards the inhabitants of the frontier, and particularly to- 
vardit those of the territory of Michigini< which borders several 
hundred miles on the Canada^, and is only separated by an 
imaginary line, in the middle of the rivers and lakes. The 
hostile indications, which were frequently accompanied with 
acts of ccuelty and murder, excited alarm among the inhabitants, 
and were represented both by the civil authorities and command- 
ing officers of the garrisons, as foreboding evils, against which it 
was necessary to guard. The exposed and dangerous situatioa 
of that section of the country, being thus made known 'o the ad- 
niinistration,measureswerepramptly adopted for its safely. The 
governor of the state of Ohio, was called on, by tlie President of 
the United States, to detach MOD militia, and prepare them 
for actual service. These militia were to be joined by the 4th 
U. S. Regiment, then at Post St Vincennes. 

After tliese arrangements were made, the Secretary of War 
informed me, that it was the desire of the President, that I 
should accept the appointment of a >rigadier General, in the 
army, and take the command of lliese forces, and march them 
to Detroit, the place of their destination. I observed to the 
Secretary, tliat I wa^ not desirous of any military appointment, 
wid declined it in the most unqualified manner. Another offi- 
cer was designated for this command, and ordered to Washing- 
ton (u receive his instructions. On his arrival, lie became dis- 
qualified by sickness. The proposition was again made to me, 
and the necessity of a force in the country, for the purposes 
before mentioned, being more urgent, I informed the Secretary, 
that I was going to my government at Detroit, and I would ac- 
cept any military appointment, either the rank ot Lieutenant 
Colonel. Colonel, or Rrigadier General, which would give me 
the command of those forces, and lead them through the wilder- 
ness to their place of destination. la cOUftequence of this 
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> uasen^t, J was imtncftialclj ouminnted and appuiDted a Bri_ 

. ilier General. I accepted Uie appninuoenU witli great relu(i-] 

Uncc, mill from no olUer niolive und witli uu other «iew, 

thnn to aflunl my aid in ihe pralectlun of Uie frontier iDliulUf 

(at)t&, and lliuse of thp. Ti.<rritary of Michigan against the sav^ { 



As proof aftiie priacipal facts here stated in relation to injJ 

appointiuent m a Hrigailier General in the arm^, I will state iAM 

tettimony irf liis eKctUenry Governour Euatis, wlio was thei T 

\ Secretary of the Deporiwent of Wor ; — iha whole of which may | 

^beaeen in Lieut Col.Forbc&'s report of my trial, pages 3, 4, and 

T^ of the aiipeodix. 

The part relating to the faiU refcired to, is as follows : — 
"The lutter part of February 1812, information had been re- 
r ceived from Mr, Atwater, theu Secretary of the Territory at 
I Michigan, and acting a& Govornour, that there were strong ap- 
. pearancea of hostility among the Jncians, and that the territury 
was in danger. That Gen. Hull urged on liiin, as Secretary 
«f War, the capedieocy and necessity of ordering a force thei-e, 
for tlie protection of Welruit, the territory, and the northera j 
frontier. That he declined in the Brst instance accepting tbia 
office of Brigadier General That Col. Kingsbury was then or^l 
dercd to Washington, fur the purpose of proceeding to the statopl 
of Ohio to take the command of this force, and on account of ' 
bodily itulisposition, Has not ordered on the command — and af- 1 
terwarde, when he {Gen. Hull,) was appointed, it was not soli- 
cited |>y him — and that he manifested great anxiety for the safe- i 
ty of the northern frontier, and the Territory of Michigan." I 

I have made this statement, and produced tliis evidence, for I 
jio other purpose, (han to satisfy you, that I did not accept thil J 
appointment from the motives which have been unjustly impu-^| 
ted to me. i 

Having for scven^years been Govemour of tlie territory, and J 
being then the Governour, it was impossible lor me to feel indif- J 
ferent to the safety of its InhabilantB. I consented therefore 1 

^tu accept any military appointment, wliirh die u:ovenimept 1 
should think proper to give me. for this purpose. And it wai J 
distinctly understood, that this appointment was not incoiopati- I 
bic with my ofiice as Guversour, and thut olhce was lo be re- ] 
tfUDcd by me. Aa evifleuce tliat this waa the tatWHiitii of tha I 
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a J ministration, 1 received orders, on my arrival in th« tei"- 
ritiTj, lo perform mj civil dalies, in ilie smne manner, aa if n% 
aufh appointment had been made — as a further evidence, that 
this was the intention, I ntver asked for, or_ received a miltlarj 
commission, in consequence of the appointment. And further, 
it was mj intention, when the object of safet;ir to the inhabitants 
WBsaccunipliBhed, and my military duties in any degree interfer- 
ed with my duties as (Jovernour, to have resigned ilie military 
appointment. I have been thus pariicular, to satisfy you, my 
my motives in nccepling a military 
- candid juilgment I appeal, wbetlier 
tliey were lauituble. 

1 lielieved it to be my duty, to make use of every eiertion in 
my power, for the protection of n people, with whom I was 69 
nearly connected, against the dangers with which lliey were 
threatened. 

As the diftVrences, which existed between the United States, 
and Great Britain had not been settled by negociation, and as 
there appeared indications of war. in my next number. I shall 
stale the views 1 communicated to the government, before I left 
"Washington, in such an event. 



fellow citizens, what wer 
appointment. — and to yot 



No. IV. 

In my former number, I have explained what were f lie objects 
of the government, in detaching the Uhio militia in 1819. before 
war was declared, and what were my motives in Inking the com- 
mand of them; vi'/.. tlie protection of the inhabiiants on the 
frontier of our country against tlie savages. 

I ahall now endeavour to demimsirate. that it was neither the 
expectation of the Government, ni-r my eicpeclation. at the time I 
accepted the command, that these forces, in the event of war 
with Great Britain, would have been employed in the invasion 
of Upper Canada, unlbiiul a ttij/kimt naval foree, lo have rom- 
tnaruted lAike Erie, and to have preservr-d tfie water communi- 
safion from the states of New- York, Pennsylvania, and tihio, 
which border on the south and east pari of Hald lake; and like- 
wise, without the co-operitioD of other fvrces to the same object 
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AseatljrutheSd of April. 1809. being then Sovernour of the 
Terrilory of Michigan, I aildressi-d nn ofGcinl letter to ihr Secre- 
tary uf Ihe department of war, in relation to tlie securilj anti de- 
fence of the frontier settlement of our country in wiiich, anifing 
other things, I ob^er^ed. "I would nuggt'st for consideration 
the expediency of building sume armed vessels on Lake Erie, 
for til e purpose of preserving the communication ; consider yon 
hkve three military posts, to the north a^d west of the^e waters 
and no other communication with them." The l&th of June, 
1811, about a year before the declaration of war, against (Jreat 
Britain. I addressed another letter to the government, through 
the Secretary, from which the following is extracted; ■■From 
the present slate of our i'ureign relations, parlitularly with 
England. 1 am ind ced to believe, there ia Utile prii&pecl of a 
continuance of peace- In the event of a war with England, 
ihis part of the United Suies, (meaning the Michigan lerrito- 
ry) will be particularly situated. The British land forces at 
Amherstburg and St. Joseph's, are about equal m those of Ihe 
I / United Siaiea, a,t tlii* place and Michilimackinack. The popu- 
lation uf Upper Canada is more than twenty to one conipnred 
to this territory. That province contains about one hundred 
thousand inhabitants, while our population does not amount to 
Gvflhuusnnd. A wilderness of near two hundred miles sepa- 
ratee this settlement from any uf the states. Besides, ihe In- 
diana Terrilory and states of Ohio and Kentucky are thinly in- 
habited, have ejtensivc frontiers, and their force will he neces- 
sary for their own defence. With respect to the Indians, their 
ailuation and habits are such, that little dependence can be 
placed on tliem. At present they appear friendly, and was I to 
calculate on the profession of Iheir chiefs. I should be satisfied 
that they would not become hostile Their first passion, how- 
ever, is war, 'ITie policy of the British government is to con- 
■ideTthem their alt'es, and in the event of war, to invite them 
to join their standard. The puUcy uf the American government 
hkB been to advise them, in the event of war, to remain quiet at 
I Iheir villages, and take no part in quarrels, m which they have no 
interest. Many of their old Sachems and Chiefs would advise 
to his line of conduct Their authority, however, over the war- 
s would not restrain theni' They would nut listen to their 
advice. An Indian is hardly considered as a man, until he h 
been eogaged in war, and can show trophies. This first, sDd 
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uiosl ardent of all their passions, will be ejcited by preaents, 
most gratifjing to thi.-ir pride and vsnitj. Unless strung meas- 
ures are taken to prevent it, we may consider beyond all doubt, 
they will be influenced to follow the advice of their British Father. 
,' This. then appears to be the plain stale of the case : ihe British 
have a regular force, equal to ours- TheproTincK of Upper Can- 
ada has on its ruHs, a militia of twenty tn one af^^inst us. In 
addilion to this, there ran be little doubt, bul n largie proportion 
of the Bavagea will join thpm ; what then will be the situation of 
this part of the country ? Separated from the slates by an l^xten- 
fitve wilderness, which will be filled with savages, to prevent 
any succour, our water communications entirely obstructed by 
the Britisli armed vessels on Lake Erie, we shall have no other 
rcjtource for defence, but the small j^arrisons. and feeble popula- 
tion of 'the tarritory. Under these circnmatancea, it is easy 
to foresee wlial will be the fate of this country. 

''It is a principle in na ii-e. that the lesser force must give 
way to the greater. Since my arijuaintance with tJie situation 
of this counti-y, I have been of the opinion that the government 
did not sufficiently estimate its value and importance. After 
the revolution, and after it was ceded to us by treaty, the blood 
and treasure of our country, were expended in a savage war to 
obtain it. The post at this plan-, is Ihe key of the northern 
country. By holding it the Indians are kept in check, and 
peace has been preserved with them to the piesent time. If we 
were once deprived of it, ihe nortliern Indians would have no 
where to look, bul (o tlie British government in Upper Canada. 
They would then hn entirely influenced by their couacils. It 
would bo easy for them, aided by the councils of the British 
agents, to commit depredations on the scattered frontier settle- 
ments of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, &c- They would be collect- 
ed from the most distant parts of their villages, where the Eng- 
lish factors have an intercourse witli them, and would become 
numerous. Under these circumstances, if there ii a prospect of 
war with England, what measures are most expedient f In my 
mind, there can be no doubt. Prtpare a naved fam on Lake 
Erie tuperiouT lo the BrititU, and lu^dent to preterve your com- 
nwnicaiion" 

I have transcribed so much of this letter, the original of which 
may be found on the liles of the war office, principally to show, 
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UiBt I considered a naral force on Lake Erie, superiour to the 

Sritish, anil aufTideDt to preserve Ihi; cumrounkftLinnt in the 

^Mvent of war, essential, evta for the prcH^rvation of tiieconoirji 

^^PM likcwiac to show hiiw 8trnn;;ly I urg«0 it on the govcmimii^ 

^■fc7l!tt^ before war vraa declared. 

No. V. 

Ok the Gixth nf March, 1813, aboot a month Iwforc I was ap- 
pointed a General in the armr, I addressed aniidii-r letter to thi^ 
fovertiraent, through the Secretary of the department of war, in 
whtrh f staled Ihe situation of the inhabitants «n iiur frtmtier 
•ettlcwentB, and parliculnrlT those iti the Ttrritor/ of Michi- 
gan, in whirh 1 pointed iiul the espeditnry of ordering a force 
for their protcetirm, and buildina; a navy on Lake Eric snfiicicnt 
In preserve the communication. The following is an extract 
frum thi« letter. 

" If wu cannot eftnitnand the ocean, we can rommand the in- 
land lakes (it our country. 1 have always been of the opinion, 
that we ought to have built as many armed vessels on the lakes, 
Mwould have commanded them : we have more interest in them, 
than Ihe Hritish notion, and can build vessels with more con- 
teniencG." 

The whole of this letter is recited in my ilefencG, which hu 
been published, and it is certified to tw correct by the depart- 
ment of war. 

After my appointment as a Rrigadier General in the army, 
, ud before ! led Washington to talce the command of the north 

Bslem army. I presented to the administration a letter cuntain- 

f distinctly my views, with respect to tlie destination, and op- 
ntiona of the forces placed under my orders, both in lime of 

ice with Great Britain, and likewise in the event of war with 

it nation 
' ^e circumstances of this communiration, with the documents 
I proof of them, are fully related in my defence before the 

Hirt Martial, from page 33, to page 38. inclusive. In Ihis let- 
ter I repeated tlie opinions, I had before given, that the twvt 
fcniruBted to ray uimmand, in time of peace with England, was 
tnfficient for th« protection of the northern frontier agaioal the 
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liVages ; and likewise, that Detroit, or a pnsiiim on that riTer*. 
r the west end of Lake Kne, was a suitable station for that ob- 
atid for this ubviuus reason, that all the necessarj aup- 
Fjplies could be easily furnished through the communication o£ 
Fihe lake. But in the event of war, I stated in the most expli- 
cit and strongest terms the necessity of having a naval force, 
superiour to the enemy on the lakes; — and that without it) and: 
unless the army I was to command, was strengthened by addi- 
tions to its numbers; anil unless it was followed by detachments, 
to keep open the communication, and insure it iiupplies from 
Ohio ; and unless it was sup^rtcd by co-operations from other 
quarters, it could not he able to mamtain itself at Detroit, much 
less carry on offensive operations in the enemy's country. 

That I wished it farther clearly to be understood by tlie govern- 
ment, that in llie event of war with England, 1 did not consider this 
force in any degree adequate, either to the invasion of Upper 
Canada, or for the defence of our own territories. That it waa 
formed almost entirely of militia, undisciplined, and who had 
never seen anv service I then described the situation of 
tlie country, and observed, that itwould be difficult, it not im- 
possible, to 5«nd a force, which would be sufficient, either for 
invasion or even defence, in the event of war without the 
privilege of a communication through Lake Erie. That as soon 
as a declaration of war should be made, that communication 
would be eotirely obstructed- That in accepting the command, 
and leaditigan army through that wilderness, it was under the full 
expectation that war would not be declared, until such a na- 
val force was provided, as would preserve that communication. 
It was farther stated that from the conversation I had with the 
I President of the U S and the Secretary of the Navy, from die 
I circumstance of a navy i^nt having been appointed on Lake 
Erie, and Capt- Stewart, of the navy, having been ordered to 
' IVaBhington. for the express purpose of l^iving him tlie com- 
mand on the lakes, I had the fullest conhilenre, that before a. 
declaration of war was made, measures would be taken for the 
security of that communication. That under these circam- 
stances. I believed the government would consider it a measn^, 
dictated by true policy, and indeed indispensably necessary — as 
it was not at that time accomplished, and as every thing is un- 
certain, until it is carried into ^ect, and as I knew I wae to be 
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Iptued in ft most cridoil Bituttion, I obficrvcd. if the garttt- 
liiCDt should a<lopt a difipreni jiuliry. and UrcUrr nsr, Irsving 
In tlie BHtisIt the commnni) of the lakes, it tmuld become in- 4 
^ispensably necessary, a<t the next besi measure, imnntliately 1 

00 its dcctaratiim to ma-ke an invasionof Up|>cr Canada, bv erase* i 
ittg the Ntogra River with a large army, suffirknl lo take pos- 
■ession of the whnle priivitice. and likewise with large detach- 
menta, to reinforce the army I commaoded, in such a manner, as 
te preserve (he commHuica'ion hy land 'o the stale of Ohio. 
Bjr this means the army at Detroit, might co-operate Hitli the ' 

u * Bain irmr, whicli crossed the Niagara River, and the whole , 
j^^Rrnnce be subdued. In such an event, the British naval 
^^^Lcc on Lake Erie, would fall into our posttession. ag it would 
^^Hveno harbours, and no means of being furnished with necessa- 
ry supplies. 

Thai, if in the event of war, a naval force should not be pn>vid> 
cd, or an invasion of Canada should not be made, in the manner 

1 liave slated, by an anny from Niagara, the amy I rommauded 
itoutd be led into a situation, from which there would be no rs- 
capp. and that whole country, with all our military posts, would I 

'fall into the hands of the enemy. That his regular force, miti* 
'lia, and aavagea, with (lie facilities of the water communJcalion, 

K rapid movemenrs, and the transportation of necefesary sup- 
8, would be futtr equoi to effect this ubjuct- 
No. VL 
< my fonner number 1 have mentioned, that from a convcr- 
gn I had willi the President of the United States, and the 
Secretary of the Navy ; from the circumstance of a Navy Aeent . 
JUTtog been appuiutiil on Lake Erie- and Commodore Stewart 

Itlic Navy, having been ordered to Washington, for the ex- 
u purpose ol giving him the command on the lakes I had 
fullest reason to believe, that before a declaration of War, 
I made, measures would hare been taken fur the security of 
t commnnication. 
Itut there may be no quettion witli respect to these facts, I 
now atate the evidence on which ihey arc fimiidetl. Com- 
laodore Stewart, in his testinoa/, on my trial before the Court 
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MorUal. tieclared, that he received an oi-tler from the S«rr^Urj 
of fht.- Navy to repair tii ^^'u3>^mvI0II, as it was ci>riluni|itulid bj 
Ibe Government, to truHt hitii with an Important cQiniiisiid i that 
ith the order, he arrived in ^^'ashington in the 
inning of A|>ril, end at his first interview with the Sccxetnry, 
iolurnied that it was cunteniplatfd to give him tlie com- 
mand Du tilt takes ; tJiai the Secretary ubeervedi that a naval 
force »uperi»ur ii> the British. «n die lakes, had been strongly 
itfgctl bjr General Hull, as eea^nlial. anii as a cirliiin means uf 
«iBUring 8uccei<a lu the army, lie then goes on to titate why be 
d■M;Ull■^d lh« command, &c. 

General Peter B. Porter, in his testimony on my trial, said, 
kbeut tlie latit of Mtrcl), or beginning of April, 181^, he was at 
Hk office; of the Secretary o( War, wilh General Hull, after he 
had been appointed a Briecntlier Genend, and abuut tlie time he 
wn* to nmrdi In Detroit ; that he was frequently with the Heads 
of Ue|innmeiits. ant! bad converaaliona, aa to the operationa of 
the Artny, In rase war should be dcclai'ed. as was in contempla' 
ticm- lie said he recollectcil that General Hull, recommended 
■hat o navy should be formed an the lakes, to have a superiority 
over the British in case uf wnr. Gekieral Porter further states, 
that a Navy Ageul was appointed fur lake Eric, and he was 
Iwice at the President's, with the General, when (he subject ' 
' Vts talked over. 

From the evidence contained in this and the foregoing letters, 
I feel a confidence that every candid reader will be satisfied, 
that when I accepted the cummaud of (he Ohio militia, and the 
•1th rc5:imcnt, the motive by which I was influenced was for the 
protiMitiun of the northern frontiers, and particularly the Territo- 
ry of Michigan, of which ) was Governour, against the savages; 
and that I had not the most distant idea, in the event of war, 
widi llist force, ol' making an invasion of Upper Canada, while 
the cnrmy commanded the lakes, nnd while no army was pro- 
vided, wilh which 1 migtit- co-o)ierate. Before I proceed to ft 
relation of the march through the wilderness, and of the opera- 
tii>ns of the army after I took the command. I «hall present and 
contiidcr one other document, which apiu-ars to me singular in 
its nalurr. and very important, on kccounl uf ihe high authority 
Irom whencB it is derived. 
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No. VII. 

NB ungular, and tmportatit ducumeot, to whicli I alladed in 
ly former letter, is the Message of the Freaiileti( wf Uie L'niled 

,te» to Congress, after tlie termination of ttie campaign, of 
which in my future letters, it is mj intention to give you (lis 
fcutory. Altliuugti this is not in the order of time, witli the sub- 
jects, which have been constdcrcd, jet as it gives infurmatiun of 
the motives of the governineiK, with respect to the objects of mf 
GOmmand. and has a strong beahnguu tlie considerations, which 
I have already presented, it appears to be the proper place for 
ita introduction. 

In thie Mesnage, it is stated. " Tliat the force sent to Oetroil, 
was with a general view to the security of the Michig«n Terri- 
tory ; and in the event of war, to such operations in the upper- 
most Canada, as would intercept the hostile iuilueuce of Great 
Britain over the savages; obtain the command of the lakes on 
which that part of Canada borders ; and maintain co-operating 
relations willi such forces as might be tnoet coiivenieully em- 
ploye! against other parts. Our eipectation of gaining the com- 
mand uf the lake, by the invasion of Canada, from Detroit, hav- 
ing been disappointed, measures were instanUy taken fo provide 
on (Jiem a naval force supcriour to that of the enemy. " 

From this message, it appears, there were four objects for 
rhich the forces were sent to Detroit under my command. 

1 . With a general view to the security uf the Michigan Terri- 
tory. 

2. In the event of war, lo make such operations in uppermost 
Canada, as would intercept the hostile inttuence of Great Britain 
9Tcr the savages. 

j 3. To obtain the command of tJic lake, on which that part of 
[Canada borders. 

4. To co-operate with other forces in lliat quarter. 

The lirst object dixlared by the President, is what I liave 
«Uted| the security of the Michigan Territory against the In- 
diana, as wc then had no other enemy. 

B^ng at that time the Governour of the territory, it is natural 
to suppose, under the circumstances which existed with respect 
to the savages, that I fell a strong solicitude fur^ safety. It 
indeed tlial motive alone, which induced mc to accept the 
The troops being cumpoged pria^nU^^of uiidist 





plined inilitia. and without artillery, is conclusive evidence, 
tliul. it vras not an army dpitigntd for Jnvaeioii and conquest 

Indeed, it was a time of peace, and there was no danger from 
any other (]uarler than frum the lawless savages, ^o power 
but Congress had nn authority tn declare war, and the President 
had no power to order a militia force for any other purpose than 
the safety of the countiy. in the manner which has been luen- 
tloned. That I had no reason tu expect there was any other ob- 
ject than the security of the territory, is evident, frmn every 
commnniratiim I made to the government, both previously to, 
and after accepting the cummand. In the event of war, it was 
perfectly understood to be my opinion, that the cunimaiid of the 
lakes was not only essential for a successful invasion of the ene- 
my's country but for Uie very eiistence of the army 1 com- 
manded. 

In the next place, the Pi^sident infurmcd Cnngrcas, thai in 
the event of wnr it was expected the fiirces under my cunimand 
would make such operations in uppermost Canada, as would in- 
tercept the hostile influence of Great Britain over the savages. 
It was perfectly understood, in the event of war. that the sa\a- 
^s who resided in our territory were not to be cnifiloyed Id 
that event I was directed to advise them to remain quiet at their' 
villa^s, and take no part in a contest in which ihey had no in- 
terest, and to assure them of protection and safely. This was 
humane, and, had it bi-en practicabla, would have been wise 
policy- For a number of years, I had not only been Governour 
of the territory of Michigan, but auperintendant o) Indian af- 
lairs. Ilie duties of this office rendered a constant intiicoirse 
with them necessary. I had become actguainted with their l>ub> 
its, and their ruling passions. From the knowledge wl ich my 
situation had thus enabled me to acquire of their characters, I 
well knew thai as soon us the trumpet of war was sounded, ihey 
would not follow ihis pacific advice, and remain indUfiVrent 
•pectators. Hy (he documents which i have presented, and to 
which I have referred in these numbers, it will be manifest, that 
1 repeatedly, and in the most explicit terms, gave this opmion 
to the governmeul. Notwithstanding tliis opinion, I did '-veiy 
thing in my power, in conformity to my instructions, to induce 
them to rc^n neutral. Before and after tli<: declaraliun of 
WATf 1 sGut uesugejf with iDtcrpreters la Uie difiereot villages, 
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ftcxptaining the views of tlie gnvernment, and enforcing them 
Fwith all the reasons, I was cai>abh' of auRgesling. I Ikewise _ 
collected the chiefs in conncil, repealed the views of the govern 
men!, and urged them to rviilrain iheir worrionrs. snd indtt<li 
them to follow the advice of (iieir great Father, tlie President d 
tire t'niled States. Thin was all T was adttlaized to do. 

Manr who jnined the British standard wnuld have joined ocu 
if the government would have accepted fheir services. 

There waa no probabilitv of preventing an iniercourse betwe^ 
tiiem and the llritish agents.— Upper Canada is separated frtHI 
the United States only b^ an imaginary line, running tlirn 
the lakes and rivers, several hundred miles, ami tlie princ 
part of the distance on the shores a wilderness. It was * 
known to the government that the British had a constant inter^ 
with those who resided in our territory, ever since it be- 
Kme a part of ihe Ignited States ; that at on immense expense, 
Piey fttrnishcd them with presents, consisting of arms, ammuni- 
jtian, and clothing, and considered them as their allies ani 
friends. 

To liave guarded this immense wilderness, and prevented t 
tllOHtili; influence of the British, was impossible with the arm^l 
[ CDmmanded. 

In my next number I shall consider the other objects for wliicU 
( President infonnr<l Congresn, the forces were sent to De^f 
mt, under mj commanil. 



No. VIII. 

Thp. next object of my command, as Staled by the Presider 
was, " I'o obtain the command of the lake on which that pari 
of Canada borders." 

By this dcBcriplIon the President must have meant lake Erie. J 
There are two Imp'irtant facts so well kmiwn, that it is uni 
stirir to produce any evidence to prove them- One is, that in tht^l 
year 1312, when war was declared. Great Britain had four oP ' 
five vessels of war on this luke. some of tliem carrying twen^ 
cannin. besides a number of gunboats, all completely armed and 
manned. The o»hcr Is. that the United States had not a single 
Bfined Teasel, not even a gun-boat or canoe. It was not even 
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intlmiited to me, in any instnicUon that I rewved from the 
government, thnt this was one of ihe objicts of my command. 
The first knowledge I ever had of it, was contained in this mca- 
sagp to Congress. 

I cannot to Ihe present moment conceive, notwithstandin? the 
high authority, ao4 t^e solemn manner in which it was commu- 
nicated, on what gnnnds such an expectation was founded. It 
certainly must have been impossible to have obtained the com- 
mand of the lake, without in some way destroying the Briiish 
naval force, which was established on it. In wliat possible u'ly 
eould the Ohio militia have ffficted thli objtct / 

Befnr*- t left Washington, it will be neen how repeatedly and 
earnestly I recommended the necessily of constructing a navy 
on this lake, superioiir to ihat of the enemy, in the event of war. 
If that object should be abandoned, and the gi'vernment should 
not chink proper to listen to tliis advice. I then suggested, as the 
next most expedient measure, immediately on the declaration of 
war. to invade Upper Canada, wilh a powerful army, by cros- 
Eing the Niagara river, with which the troops I commanded 
might co-operate, and by this means take possession of the whole 
province. 

Thus being in the possession of all the harbours on the take, 
the navy would be obliged to surrender for the want of necessary 
supplies. This measure not being adopted, and not even an 
armed boat of any description being provided on tlie lake, I re- 
peat the question, on what grounds could this expectation have 
been formed i* That the President was serious in making this 
communication, and at length was satisfied thai the opinion I 
had flo often given was correct, clearly appears ; for in the next 
paragraph of the message he says. " Our expectation ot gaining 
the command of the lake, by the invasion nf Canada from De- 
troit, having been disappointed, measures were instantly taken 
to provide a naval force superiour to that of the enemy !" 

I do think this subject is so plain, that no further commenta- 
ries on it are necessary: and that no blame can attach to me for 
Dot fulfilling what Mr. Madison, then President, says was the 
expectation of Ihe government, viz. taking possession of lake 
Erie, with no other force than a few Ohio militia, when that lake 
wa> commanded by a naval armament^ such as I have UeEcril^^^ 



^^^^^a&idon to all the olher evidence, that it w« ntitlier ihe 
eipect«t!<in of the government nnr my enpi-ctation. thai the fnrcrt 
lent to Detroit under my rnnimand were sufficient fur the inva- 

»N0O nrCanwIn, I here present the tleclaraliun of the Prr>idvat, 
JB Mb message to Congress, lo which I have referred ! that thry 
Wtrt aeni, in ilie evmt of tear, to ro-operaU tirilh other forcea vt 
iKoi qtiartiT. 

Thi« apiiears to be conclusive evidence, (bat in tlic event of 
mir. the s^ernment did not consider the forces under mycom- 
nand sufficient for this object. 

Th« President, in this message, did n«t describe llic naturr of 
the forces nor the manner they were to be employed. The rea- 
lon andoubtedly was. lliat none of any debcription were em* 
ployed. From the urgency of such piovision, however, and the 
■mngenienis which have since been made, for tlie constroctioa 
of a navy on Lake Erie, and for the organization of an army it 
•lURt be evident, that he referred to a nival forcp on that Lake 

kud a powerful army on the eastern border of t'pper Canada, 
prhich he has since become convinced, it was indispensable to ■ 
provide, tu co-operate Mith tlie nnny at Detroit, as the ooljr 
heans to a successful invasion of Canada. 
' Had 9uch a navy been prepared, and such an army been cm- 
ployed in the manner I have staled, there is no tjuestion but the 
canquest of that province would have easily been effected during 
that campaign. Had, indeed, either of these measures been car- 
ried into elTect, the results of our military operations would in 
all probability, have been successful and prosperous. 

Before I left Washington, to take command of the forces, as 

■'I have before observed, a navy agent had been appointed on tiie 

k^Bke, and a distinguished naval officer had been ordered to re- 

Itir l» the government, to receive his instructions, with respect 

I what was considered an imporUnt command on tlic lakes. 

ery metnber of the administration appeared to be impressed 

rilb the necessity uf securing that communication, in the event 

of war ! General Dearborn, the aenior officer of the army, was 

at Washington, assisting in organizing a large army, to t>e ready 

for service, should a declaration of war become necessary. 

^es the assurances I received from the administration it n 

fld from our relative situation, and the nature of thingi 




the event of war, the invasion of Canada woulJ be (he 6rat ob- 
ject. PiM' wlial niher purpnae could bo targe an armj have been 
provided f T^erc was no other Itritish lorrilory within our 
reach, and no oilier British forces in a situation that we conM 
approach- Resides, b; the conquest of Upper Canada, wt 
shoald have had the cnntroul of the Indians, and perfect security 
would have been given lo our extensive and exposed frontier*, 
and have prevented tlw miseries of sava::c barbarity. Ab these 
mem"ira are written, merelj for the purpose (hat tiie tmth maj 
be known. I Khali make no apology, cither fur prolixity or repe- 
tition. I shall not, therefore, hesitate to repeat, that from ihe 
documents and circumstances which have been produced, the 
following facts have been fully substantiated : — 

That in .\pril, 1813. when I accepted the command of the 
forces destined for Detroit, it was understood, both by the goT- 
emment and myself, tlial, it being a time of peace, these forces 
were designed to protect the northern frontier against the 
depredations of the savages, and particularly Ihe lerrifory of Mi- 
chigan, of which I was Governour ; and in the event uf war, f) 
have co-operated widt both naval and land forces in the invasioB 
of Upper Canada. 

In the future numbers, 1 shall give an account of the opera- 
tions of the anny, after I took the command ; how I was disap- 
pointed in my expectations ; and how cruelly, both the army 
and myself have been sacrificed by the ^v eminent, and Gener- 
erai Deu-bom^ . the commanding General. 



No. X. 



In leaving Washington, in .April, lSI-2, to take the command' 
of the forces, assembled in the state of Ohio, I felt a very deep 
interest in the object of my mission. The consideration that I 
was clothed with the authority, and furnished with the means of 
aUbrding safety and security to the frontier inhabitants of the 
country ; and particularly to those of the territory of Michtgan, 
of which 1 was governour, was southing' to my feelings, and ani- 
mating to my exertions. Although about thirty renn had then 
elapsed, since mv sword had laid useless in its scabbard, and 
time had necessarily enfeebled my strength and constitutioii, yet 
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«t wu impoMible Ibr me to see & country, in which, from mj 
situnlion, I was su partirularlj' interested, etpuiscd Id llic Tuiy 
of Uie savages, tvitituut raising lui arm fur iu safety. Cunrmced 
thai the forces entrusted to my command were safficieRt fur the 
protection of ibc frontier settlements, and llie sec.urily of the 
terriUtry while we were at peace with Great Britain ; and 
knowing that I hod coniniunicated what measures id my opin- 
vuuld be indispensably necessary in the event nf war, 
krhicb com muni ciit ion b had been received asoSicial documents, 
i approved by the goverDmuni, and feeling a generoas confi- 
lence in die justice and honour of tiic aduinliitratiun, i had lit- 
e anxiety with respect tu any consequences which might have 
ttended my command. 

|tlf it were (o be my fortune to protect the defenceless inhab- 
tints of our country, against the cruelly of savageK, and pros- 
s (o attend tlie exertions of the army, the satiafaclion 
r having promoted the cause of humanity< would have been an 
ample reward. But il^ after huneally discharging my dutyt in Ihe 
best manner 1 waa capable, misfortune was to be my lot, I be- 
lieved that a generous government, and a generous people would 
al least have shielded me from censure and reproach. At that 
time, indeed, I considered there was little or no hazard. It 
a time of peace, with England, and while that remained, 
^ Ihere was no danger excepting from (he savages. Some eicile- 
t tlieu existed, through the influence uf the British Agents, 
■ preparing them fur events which they anticipated might take 
I ^ce. 

In tlie event of war I considered that such arrangenients 

HTonld have been made, as would have enabled tlie army I com- 

r^&anded tu have operated with success again»l tlie enemj'. As 

r 4be government continued me in Ihe command of the north wcs- 

prn ornty, after the declaration of war, I had a right lo believe, 

latauch measures would bare been aduptetl, as 1 had stated, 

! deemed by me. essential to success. 'I he measures to 

rtuch I alluded in the event of war, 1 have mentionod were k. 

■vy 00 lake Eric, sufficient lo preserve (hat communication,- 

faii an anuy uf sufficient strength, in ca-operntion with the one ■ 

Scoaiioanded, Icimnkeucunquevl of Upper Canada. In all these 

camnimiuations, I gave ii as my [||)iiiion. thai unless we had 

Uw boicfitof this co-operation, the pusts o{j 
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timackinack, and Chicago, would inevitablj fall inlo tlie liands 
of the enemy. 

How I was disappointed in roy expectations ; how I was de- 
ceived by the government; how, aller the declaralion of war, I 
was urdered into a situation, which it was impossible for me to 
sustain, and frooi which there was no retreat; how the officers 
of the ad mtnist ration BhamefiiUy neglected to redeem the pledge 
they had given me; and how General Dearborn ihc senior offi- 
cer of the army, and afterwards the President of the Court Mar- 
tial, neglected every duty, incident to his commana. and adopt- 
ed measures, which proved the inevitable deslrucliou oflhe army 
I commanded, will be the subjects of my future nunibers. 

Before, however, 1 close this, I will make one further obser- 
vatinn. If. alter the declaration uf war, Ihe President and other 
•fficers of the sd ministration, who directed the military opera- 
tions, had cltanged their opinions, and believed that twelve hun- 
dred Ohio militia, and three hundred regular troops, were suffi- 
cient without any naval force, to have taken possession of lake 
Erie, and without any reinforcements, and without any other 
army, with which they might hare co-tiperated, to have invaded 
and conquered the province of Upper Canada, they ought to have 
appointed an officer to that command, oj the same opinions, and 
not to hHve made one responsible, who had repeatedly, decided- 
ly, and in an official manner, declared, that in the event of war. 
without the command of the lake, and ^vlthout a powerful army 
for co-operation, the moSt disastrous consequences would inev- 
ably follow. 

That these consequences did follow, in the manner I had 
predicted, is well known, and that under the circumstances, it 
was not possible for me to have prevented tlieni ; and that they 
were occasioned by the neglect of the government, and ihe mia- 
condnct of General Dearborn will appear manifest, Irom the fii- 
ture statements I shall make, and the documents and other evi- 
dence 1 shall produce. 

By the documents and evidence which have already been 
shown, the objects of the povernment in detaching the forces 
entrusted to my command, must Iw distinctly understood. I 
have produced my communications to the government explanato- 
ry of my own views : and 1 likewise have exhibited the Mes- 
sage uf the Pre!<idenl .who was at ih" head of the adniinisfrafion, 
to prove the views of the government. In my cooununicationSf 
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Mf' htTaie and offer I was ippointeil, and accepted Dip cnin 
mnii'I of (hes? forces I stated dislinclly my views, that in time 
of peace witli Oivat Britain, the forces were cnnipt^trtit to tlie 
protection of the frontiers of our couniry against llie savanes ; 
but in tlie erent of war without the co-operatiuu of a niival force 
on Lake Erie, ami trithout the cii-operation of an army frwm 
Niagara, they wprc not competent tn the invasion uf Canada 
Wid not adequate to tlie protection of that part of our territory. 
And it further apjwars, by the President'* Messa{;«, that the 
Torces were sent to Detniit with a virw to iho security uf the 
iicTiigan territory af^ainst the Indians in time uf peace, and ia 
ihe OTcnt of war to intercept the hostile tnllaence of the British 
the savages ! to obtain the command of the lake on which 
that part of Canada borders ; and te co-operate with other forces 
ID that qnarter. 

Upper Canadn borders on lake Rrie and the navigable lakei 
and rivers more than four hundred miles, and, .on tvhat grounds 
ne expectation of the ad mi nist ration were founder!, that with 
m\« forces 1 commanded I should be uhle to take the command 
bf the lake, when commanded by u strung naval force of the en- 
%my : and without any co-operation of any other forces, Ihini 
tiny quarter, are questions which will be hereafter considered. 
This subject I wish distinctly to he tlnde^^toud. and 1 mum be 
Iticused if t make U8e uf repetition, in the explanatiim of it. 
r I have offered these documents to shew th« groonila 1 had to 
wipect tl)c co-operation of other fitrceH ; and, that the ndminis- 
Vation became convinced that a naval force was necessary, and 
bne was immediately ordered, as soon as it wat> found thai the 
BOBsessioo of the lake could not he ohtained by tlie militia under 
Iny command. 

^ lly lessons of experience, since that period, we have been 
nnglit how important the command of those waters are to auc- 
tessful operations against the couniry. 

^ General Harrison, with a force vastly vuparioar to the one I 
nrnmanded, was not able, aAer mure than a year, to approach 
Wthin fil>y mdcs of Maiden, with the assistance of a large force 
It Niagara to co-operate with him; and was not able to make 
Way impresxion on the country, until after tlie command uf tlie 
nke was obtained, by Commodore Perry's glorious naval vie- 
Brr. As Hiton n!> that was obtained, the enemy tmmediatuly 
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libanilnneH M&l<len, and the arm; took possession of -the coon- 
trj. The territory siniHted on these navigable waters is so in- 
sulated, that, the power which commands them will aecesaariij 
command the country. 



No. XI. 

Ott the inih of May. I arrived at Cincinnati, in the state of 
Ohio. Here I met Giii'ernimr Meigs, who had miide great ex- 
ertions in collecting the 1 SOD militia, which had been ordered 
by the President— Their place of rendezvms was Dayton. Al- 
thougli the officers and Biildier§ appeared to be animated with 
zeal, yet in reviewing them, and inspecting their equipmentSt 
they were found without discipline, and destitute of arms and 
clothing, necessary for military operations. Their arms were 
totally unfit for use, the leather which covered (heir cartouch 
ttoxes was rotten and no better security to the ciirtridges than 
brown paper ; many of the men were destitute of blankets, and 
other necessary clothing ; no armnuiers were provided to repair 
the arms; no means had been adopted to furnish clothing; no 
public stores to resort to, either for good arms, or suitable cloth- 
ing : and no powder in any of the mngazines, fit for use — and 
what is more extraordinary, no contract, or any measures adop- 
ted, to supply these troop-t with the necessary article of provi- 
sions, during their march through a wilderness of more than two 
hundred miles, until they arrived at Detroit, the place of their 
destination. On my own res pirns ibility, I sent to powder mills 
in Kenturky, and purchased powder, collected a few blankets, 
and other necessary articles of clothing fiom the tnhabil.inls of 
Ohio, and employed private armourer*, at Cincinnati, and Day- 
ton, to repair the arms, &c. 

These facts have been slated, to shew the neglect of the gov- 
ernment in equiping and providing for tliese troops, whicli in 
their Bitaatlun could not be considered as a force adequate to of- 
fensive operations, and to thf. conquest of Canada. 

After the junction of the 4th United Slates regiment, which 
consisted of SHOefiective men. with the 13*10 militia at Urbanna, 
I commenced the mai-ch, early in June from that {dace, a fron- 



Itet (own in flie state of Ohio, for Detroit, the distance 



After the dispoailinn was made for the marcli, I wasinTurnied 
Hut u part of llie militia, refused tu obey the order. 



In the lii-«t plac 



, I din 



:1ed tlie.ir t 



olAcers, ta ipve UiM 



positive orders to march, and inform them, if tliew did ni 

the 4th United Slates re^inent would be sent lo compel thei 

They still refused, and a piirt of the 4tli regimenl was t 

to their station, and thej obeyed. This fact is proved by ti 

testimony of Cnl. Miller of lltat regimcuU and I have stated il* 

to shew, when I first took the command of these troops, the 

want of discipline, and the mutinous spirit which prevailed. — 

and diat the authority of their officers, waa not sufficient to coni- 

Diand tlieir obedience, and (hat nothing but tlie bayonets of the 

4th regiment could have the eflect. 

It is not necessary to describe iJie labours and fatij^es, of ihe 
army in the march. It is sufficient to know, that the country 
vas a wilderness, and the diffirultles in marching an army 
tiirough it will be apparent If is, however, a justice due to the 

' «S>cers and enldiers to say, that all the labours of opening a road> 
building bridges and causeways, and indeed all the fatigues, in- 
cident to ra >i a march, were borne with patience, and every 
possible escrtioD was made to e9ect tlie object of the march. 
On the rout the army built four blockhouses, which were garri- 
•oned by the invalids, who were unable to accompany the army. 
The object in building these blockhouses, was tlie convenience 
of re-enforcements, and the security of convoys. 

On the 'iii day of July, I received a letter from the secretary 
of war. dated the 18th of June, informing tne of thedeclarationof 
It was in these words — "Sir, war is declared against 
Great Britain. Vuu will be on your guard, pniceed to your 

. pdst with all possible expedition, make such arrangements for 
the defence of the country, as in your judgment tnny be neces- 
sary, and wait for further orders." 

The day before this letter was received, the quarter-master, 
bad been directed to hire a small vessel, at the foot of the Rapids 
of die Miami, to transport tlie invalids, and the baggage, &c. not 
wanted on the march to Detroit The horses being worn down 
OD the march, rendered this measure, in my opinion, expedient. 
At tliis time 1 had received bo information of the declaration of 
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war, anti illd not consider, there was any hazard in the (nea<<ure. 
OuUie 24th of June. I received n letter fnim the war depart- 
meDt, dated in the morning of the ISth June, directing me to 
march to Ui-'iroit, with all poesible expedition. In that loiter, 
nut line word was said respecting a declaration of war. The 
British gartinon. at Maiden having a number of dnya hefor« re- 
ceived the information, this vessel was taken in pasning that for- 
treits. The court martial could not Gnd any ground to censure me 
fur employing that vessel, as I had no information of the declar- 
aii'm of war, and was obliged to ac(|uitmeof the charge growing 
out uf Ihat event. The circumntances of this transaction, are 
particularly related in my defence. 

Thus it appears, llial I did not receive information of the war, 
until fourteen days afterit was declared, that the British garri- 
son had olTiciai knowledge of it four or five days sooner, that it 
is proved to a demonstration, that I might liave received it eight 
days earlier, as I actually did receive a letter from tlie secretary 
of war, on the 24th oJ June, dated on (he same day (vix.) the 
I8lh of June, in ibe morning, which gave no iuformatJon of the 
dectaralion of war. 

The person who brought me thitt letter announcing the war, 
informed me he was employed by the post master of Cleveland, 
in the state of Oliio, and that it was brought in the mail. t(r%at 
post ofiice. In time of peace with England, there could have 
bedO but one opinion, with respect to engaging this vessel; in 
the manner it was employed. Having no information of the 
. declaration of war, I must nccet'sarily have believed, il was a 
time of peace, and consequently no blame could be attached to 
me. This was the opinion of the couil martial. 

Il, afteraknowledgeof the war, I had sent this unarmed vessel 
tfl Detroit, wtth the sick of the army, tlie medical jtnres, intrench- 
ing tools, &c. knowing she must pass the British fortress at Am- 
herstburg. it would have been treason, for which I ought lo have 
been punished. The following is tlie opinion of the court mar- 
tial on this subject — "The evidence on the subject having been 
publicly given, >) e court deem it proper, injustice to the accus- 
ed, to say, tJiat thcv do not believe, from any thing which has 
appeared before them, that Brigadier General William Hall h» 
committed treason against the United :dtatcs.'' 
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I ft appears ttien by tht opinion of the court, founded on the 
VMtinion^ of the mtnpsws, in hehalf of tlic prosecution, that ir 
tkia reaped, there was no fault on my part, Bm here was X 
■ertous public. disaster, the first which hnd happened to theannj 
Vcmnmandecl, and occaHiiii>ed by the fault or Deflect of some ' 
lofficcr of the goverinnnit, whose duty it was to give metlie ear- ' 
^t possible information of the war. ll was well known to thk 
jgdremmenl. Iliut I via* in a wildertieBS, fillip with hostile savs- 
get, and appmarhinga Uritish garrison, that a previous knowledge 
of the war, would have given the enemy the greatest possible 
^^^dvantage. in the situation I was placad. It is impossible that 
^^HMronger reasons cuuld have existed, to render it necessary, that 
^^^B ahoald have received the eaiticst information of the war. What 
^^Hneuures were tdten In ^ve roe this information? A letter was 
^^^■Bt into the pnst-uffice, and sent a circuitous rout to Cleveland 
^^■Btho state of Ohio, and the post -master at that place was re- 
^^R^uested to send It th'^uugh a wilderness of about an hundred 
miles, to me. This latter, announcing this important event, was 
(ravcl'.ing fouvtecn days licfure it reacbird me, when I had re- 
^^^eived one in sis days from Washington, dated on the same daj. 
^^■pThfl tlien, I seriously aiilc, was in fault 7 If I had received infor- 
^^H^tion of the war, as early as the government might have com-* 
^^Qbnnicatcd it to me, this vessel would not have been employed, 
Vid this mirfiirlune would not have happened. Every effort waa 
attempted to make me the guilty cause in the prosecution, but 

I'tthoui success. Could treason have been proved by the opin- 
bS of witnesses, the case wuuld undoubtedly have been diScp- 
It ; but that would have been too great an outrage on esiablish- 
I principles. Opinions, however, were reserved for another 
Arge against me, which will be considered in the course of 
cse memoirs. 
On this subject, I am sure you will acquit me of all censure* 
and place tlie fault at llie door of the administration by whose 
aeglecl, tbe disaster was occasioned. 

I ask you, fellow citizens, what must have been my feelingSi 
U die commanding utRcer of that army, when I found that tlie ' 
cNemj had received information of the declaration of war, a 
Dumber of days before it had been communicated to me. Espe- 
cially, as Maiden was about sixty miles farther from WashiDg- 
im^ HtftD my situation at the time it was received. Had i net 



as much cause to declare^ there was treason at Washington, a> 
the a J ministration had to declare there wa» treason in mj camp? 
Thcic n'As no act which I committed, and no ctuiv which 1 
omittedi which could create the least foundalinn for the charge. 
The administration had nmilied giving me the earliest informa- 
tion of the declaration of war, which had been attended with the 
most serious consequences to the army. I have teen the more 
particular on tliit suhjecl, on account of the injui^tice and cruelly 
of the government, in charging me with treason, for an unfortu- 
nate event, which was caused b; its own neglect. 



No. XII. 

It will be perceived, that the letter which I received from llif 
Secretary of the department of war, on the morning of the 2d of 
July ISIS, which is transcribed in the former number, contain- 
ed a positive order to march the army tu Detroit, and there 
wait for furthet orders. This order being positive, no other 
alternative remained, but obedience. In reflecting on the flab- 
ject, the following considerations forced themselves on my mind- 
I had given it as my opinion, that while we were at peace with 
Great Britain, Detroit would be a suitable siluation for forces, 
designed to protect that territory, and the nortliern frontier against 
the savages, and for this obvious reason, that they could re- 
ceive all necessary supplies by the communication of the lake, 
But in the event of war with (ireat Britain, I had officially stat- 
ed, that without a navy on Lake Erie, that communication 
would be entirely closed against us. I had likewise staled in. 
that event, the difficulty, if not the impossibility of obtaining 
the necessary supplies in any other way. 

Indeed it must be apparent to all who have any knowledge of 
the geography of the country, that there would be no other 
mode of obtaining supplies, but from the settled parts of the 
state of Ohio, througli the wilderness which I had passed, and 
was passing, of more tlian two hundred miles, and filled with 
hostile savages. When the important event of the declarattoti 
of war against Great Britain was announced, I received no as- 
surances from the Goreromcnt, that any preparation was made 
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D prewrve the communication of tlie lake. I reccivMl do a»- 
s ihtl any re-enrorcements were in readiness, to make 
Mcli eatablifthmcnts on the ruail I liad opened (hrougit the wil- 
jerneds, as would give sccuritj to cnnvnya, from the state of 
I received no asaurancs, that any army was prepared 
tt co-operate with the forces I commanded, io making offensive ' 
■^perationa. At that moment, I anticipated what muat be the 
btr of my army, unless the measures I liave staled, wen J 
adopted. 

■ Nolwilhafaniling these reBectiotts. 1 knew (he first duty of » ^ 

^^FaoliJier was to oliey orders ; and in obedience to them, I nurch- 
^^Had the army 1u Detroit with all possible expedition. 
^^B In passing a large Indian village, tlie r<;sidence or (he Wy- 
^^Bwidots, nearly opposite tlie British fort at Maiden, and only 
^^Kaeparated from my rout by the Detroit river, it was the inteo- 
^^VSioti of the British commanding ofTicer, to have crossed the riv-, 
K tr and attacked the army on its ma^ch lhroij|^ a liideuus swam|^ 
which we entered after passing this Indian village. At lhi» 
time, having been informed of the war, a large body of the mi' 
Utia of Upper Canada, had re-enforced the British garrison, and , 
all the surrounding tribes of Indians had been invited tn join itff ' 
■ standard. Every prepai'ation vras made for it, on the morning i 
^^■«f the 5th of July. Il was iinly prevented by a commonicaljoa < 
^^^nhe niglil before, which I caused to lie made, by a con6deoiial J 
^^Hloliabitant of Maiden, then in my camp, to a fiiend of his who ^ 
^^^■vaaJded in Maiden, and wai4 in the confidence of the cotnmand- 
^^^fii^ officer. The informalion communicated waa, that it waa 
^^V.Dot the intention of the army to march tu Detroit, that all the <| 
^^^ boats had been collected on the we&t side of the river, that caa- 

non had been sent for, from Detroit, and that my intention v 
H to cross the river, and altock the fort. This informaliun was 
^^^hlmmed lately communicated to the commanding officer, whidi \ 
^^^Linduced him to abandoned lite enterprise, and concentrate i 
^^^Pbia forces for tho defence of the fort. Tliis manq:uvre I deem* ^ 
I cd necessary, as tha forces I commanded had tieeri nttout a 

Qonth in the wilderness, on ttie hardest fatigue, opening a road 
Anil not in a ftitualiun for discipline, or preparation for actioo. 
Besides the ground was well calculated for Indian warfare, and 
o field artillery lo oppose to tliat of th« e 




40 

might easily Iia»e been Iransporteil across the river. By t)ii» ■ 
Btratagpm ihe troopa pasiied ihis furtrens without annuyancci and 
that evening arrived at Detroit After a inarch of su much 
hardship and fatigue. I thought it was my duty to permit both 
officers and soldiers to rest from their Ubuurs for a few days. 
The time was honever employed in washing their clothes^ 
cleaning and repairing their arms. All the armourers at lie- 
truit were engaged, assisting in this necessary work. The ene- 
my were directly opposite at this time, erecting fortifications on 
tlie bank of the river. An impatience was escited, and a strong 
wish manifested among both officers and men, to cross the riv- 
er and commence oflensive operations. Id consequence of this, 
I called a council of war, cousisting of the field officers, and 
communicated to ihcm the instructions I had received from the 
government) "(hat 1 was to march with all possible expedition 
to Detroit and there wait for further or<'ers." 1 informed them 
that 1 did not consider myself authorized by those instructions 
to invade the enemy's territory, and J wii^hed them to give such 
etplanattons, as would allay the impatience which had been ex- 
cited. Notwithstanding this communication, th« officers gave 
it as their opinion, that it was expedient iniro«|liately to cross 
and take possession of the opposite bank. I then informed 
them, as long as I commanded that army, I ahonld obey the or- 
ders of the Government. The circumstances of this Council, 
are proved by the testimoiur of Colonel Cass, who was & mem 
ber of it, and are only stated, to shew the temper and inexperi- 
ence of my officers, and the difficulty of my command. This 
was but four days after the arrival of the army at Detroit, On 
the evening of the 9th, after the council was dismissed, I receiv- 
ed aletter from the Secretary of the department of war, author- 
izing me to commence ofiensive operations. This letter is of so 
much importance that I shall here recite the port of if, which' 
relates to olTensive operatiims. 

(f'ar DfjittTtmrnt, June 24(A, 1812. 
Sib, 
By my letter of the 18th inst. you were informed that war 
was declared against Great Britain. Herewith enclosed, you 
will receive a copy of the act, and »f the President's proclama- 
tion, and you are autliorixed to commence oflensive operations 
accordingly. 
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^oald ihe force under your command be equal to the entec^. 
prise, consistent witii the safety of jour own posts, jou will 
take possession of Maiden, and extend your conquests as cir- 
•amstances may justify. 

(Signed) WILLIAM EUSTI^. 

On the same evening this letter was received, the following 
answer was given. < 

Detroity 9th July, 1813. 
Sia, 

I have received your letter of the 24th of June. The army 
under my command arrived here on the 5th of July inst Every 
effort has been and is still making,. by the British to collect the 
Indians under their standard. They have a large number. I am 
preparing boats, and shall pass the river in a few days. The 
British have established a post, directly opposite this place-*-! 
have confidence in dislodging him, and being in possession of 
the opposite bank. I have little time to write : every thing will 
be done that is possible to do. 
The British command the water and the savages. 
I do not think the force here equal to the reduction of Aul- 
herstburg (meaning the fort at Maiden;) you therefore must not 
be too sanguine. 

. (Signed) WILLIAM HULL. 

Hon. Wm. Eustis. 

By the letter which has jnst been recited from the Secretary 
of War, of the 24th of June, and received by me at Detroit, the 
9th of July, I was authorized, 

1st. To commence offensive operations. 

3d. Should the force under my command be equal to the en- 
terprise, consistent with the safety of our own posts, I was to 
take possession of Maiden, and extend my conquests, as cir- 
onrastances might justify. 

As soon as I received this letter I determined to cross tho 
viver, and take possession of the bank opposite Detroit. For 
this purpose, all the boats and canoes belon£^in<^ to the inhabi- 
tants were collected and repaired. There were none belonging 
to the public. On the 1 Ith of July a sufficient number had been 
collected to carry over about four hundred men. As the enemy 
was in considerable force on the opposite bank, and as I could 
tt^% carry over more than four hundred men at once, I thougl^t 



it expedient (o draw ofThis atlontion, as much as possible, front 
the p lint when" it was my intention to cross. Tliia point was 
at Rloody Bridge, about a mile and a lialf above Detroit. For 
this iiurpoKe I urdered i>II tlie boats nn the 1 1th. towards even- 
ing, to pass down the river, in sigiit of the enemy, and to con- 
tinue ow the tiiwi) until dnrV, and then silently to return to 
the station at Bloody Bridge. This movement had the desired 
efie;l. The enemy retreated in the nighl below Sandwich, and 
at daylight in the morning of the 12th, the army patised the 
river, and landed without any opposition. 
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As llie letter of the Secretary of the department of war of the 
S-llh iif June, authorized me to commence offensive operations, 
aD'l gives assurances, in behalf of the go\erameni, to the inhabi- 
tants of Canada, of protection, in their persons, property, and 
rights ; I shall now state the reasons, which induced me to make 
tlie invasion, and issue the proclamation, when the army landed 
on the Canada shore. 

The authority given to commence offensive operations, was 
absolute. There was no qualifications. — Nothing was left to 
mj discretion. The intention of this order is very clearly ex- 
plained, by another order contained in the same letter. 

"Should the force under my command be equal to lite entA'- 
prise, consistent with the safety of our other posts, I was order- 
ed to take possession of Maiden. 5tc " In this case, the authori- 
ty was not abiiolute, but the measure was left to my discretion. 
If, therefore, 1 had not commenced nftbnsive operations, the ei- 
pectalions of the government would have been disappointed. 

Situated, however, as this army was, there were other very 
strong reasons for the measure. The enemy were erecting for- 
tifications on the opposite bank, directly opposite to the town of 
Detroit. This bank is a little more elevated, than the one on 
the American side of the r-ver. Had the enemy, therefore, 
been permitted to have finished the foriificalions. and armed 
Uiem with cannon, the town of Detroit would have been ^reiiily 
annoyed, and the situation of the army made unconifoi table. 
T« dislodge the enemy from this puiition, 1 thought both ex- 
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|tedient and neceMtrj'. The pngsession of both banks, woulil 
give us <he cominBixl of the river, and ]irpvrm the eiietny frum 
■ending supplies to the garriDons on Lake Huron. 

There were uther nbjecle, iiniler the drcuAistanree I was 

placed, which rendered the measure expedient. The delay of 

onlj- one or two days, in collecting and repairing the boats, and 

in making the necessary preparations mcieased the impatience, 

which had been before manifeiited and it arose almost to mutiny. 

This spirit was fogterecl, and inflamed generally by ihe officers 

of the militia; what the molicea were, whether they were an 

eipectBtion of plunder, I will not pretend tn say. W ith many 

L of them, however, they proved to be an unsteady, wayward 

[ tpiril ; as about two hundred of them refused lo accompany the 

" army, alledging as a reason, (hat by law, and by their engage- 

ne nts, they were not obliged to march out of the U, States. 

Another object, which I considered of great importance, was, 
to preserve the neutrality of the inhabitants of Upper ( anada, 
tad the savages, and to prevent tliem from Joining the Britisti 
Standard. 

I cou6denlly hoped, when the inhabitants beheld the Ameri- 
can forces in the |)osseBBion of iheir country, and in a situation 
to afford them protection, it would be a strong inducement to 
them to remain quietly at their homes, and take no part iu th« 
j^war. 

m I believed, when the Indians discovered the American stand- 
pard erected on both sides al the river, it would have a favoura- 
ble efTect, and induce them to return to their villages, and take 
no part in a war, in which they had no interest. At this time 
there was no information that Michillimackinaclt had Mkn, and 
there were some grounds, that these expectations would be 
realized. 

There was another reason, which roost powerfully urged me to 
take possession of tlie enemy's country. It was to draw from 
it provisianB and forage for tlie support of my army, and to in- 
tercept, as far ns possible, the supplies from the river Lc 
Trench, to the British garrison at Maiden. In the course of 
these memoirs. I shall exhibit the small quantities of provisions, 
■which were at Detroit, the 5th of July, on my arrival, that none 
arrived aflerwarde, that in Ihe Territory of Michigan, there was 
■ot a sufficiency for the inhabitants, and that the whole stock 



would hnTe Iwen estianslfri. IniiK before the upitulafinn. had 
not an additiunni cupply been obfRincd frcjm th^ inhsbiinnte of 
Canada. Tlie supply indeed was small, but il bad a double 
Oprration : ns it iiirrcated our fituck and ditninishfd ibal of ilie 
enemy. It was taken principally from mills nn the ri^er Lc 
Trenclii wbere If had been prepared fur tlie |CBrri»in al MaldeD. 
I havi' staled these reasons, for the invasion of Cnnada. nut that 
tha ^vernment made il one of the articles of chargeh asainst 
me. Tilts indeed, could not have been dune, becau><e ii was 
by its own nnler ; but I haVe done it to satisfy some of my fol- 
low citizens of its expediency, who have attached blame to me 
for the measure, under the circumstances, in which I was placed. 
Had it not been dune by the urderH of the ft:overtimi;nt, there is 
nu duubl it would have been oi:e of the firsi charges against met 
for which 1 ehould have been condemned. 

These are the reasons, which induced me to cummeiice ofTeu- 
sivc operations, and not with a view to storm the British furt 
at Maiden, with undisciplined and mutinous militia- My let- 
ter to the Secretary of War. which has been lecited, is conclu- 
sive evidence on this subject, 1 repeat the words. "The Bri- 
tish command the water and tlie sava^s ; I do not think the 
force here pqual to (he reduction of Amherstburt!;, (the fort ftt 
Mttlden,) you therefore must not be too sanguine.'^ 
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O.t ^||ft^ect of the number which 1 shall now present t» 
you, 1 oltmore interest than on any other which has been or 
will be discussed. It is the proclamation which I issued to the 
inhabitants uf Canada. This was not made an article of charge 
against me. because it would have re-acted on the administra- 
tioD. By the letter of the Secieiary of War, of the 24tli June, 
and which was received before the proclamation was insucd, I 
was authorized, when 1 commenced oS'ensive opernlions, to 
give assurances of pnitectiun to the inliabitantM. in their per- 
sons, property, and rights. This was the foundation of the pro- 
clamation, and die substance of it was authorized in this letter, 
and the oilier parls of it contained reasons Id induce tlie iohabi- 
taats not to take any part in the contest. I shall endeavour 1* 
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pre it a fair and candid explanation, and sfate the nii>tives 
which induced me to issue it in the form it appeared. What- 
•▼er opinion you may form of it — ^whether it meets with jour 
approbation or disapprobation — I pledge myself to produce au- 
tiientic testimony, that as soon as it was published, it was sent 
to the government, approved by the goremment, and conse- 
quently became the act of the government ; and that, in publish- 
ing it, I was influenced by*pore and honourable motives. 

1 feel the more solicitude on this subject, because, many hn|^. 
enrable men, who have approved of my conduct generally* dur- 
ins^ that campaign, have not been satisfied with every part of 
Ae proclamation. As many of you, perhaps* liave not fiad an 
opportunity of seeing it, i shall here transcribe the whole of it; 
after which, I shall give such explanations as in my opinion the 
text will justify. 

By William Hull, Oovemour of the Territory of Michigan^ 
and Commanding the North fVe^em Army. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Inhabitants op Canada, 

After thirty years of peace and prosperity, the United States 
have been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions, the 
insults and indignities of Great Britain have once more left 
them no alternative but manly resistance or unconditional sub- 
mission. The army under my c< mmand has invaded your 
country; the standard of the Union now waves -over the territo- 
ry of Canada. To the peaceable, unoffending inhabitants, it 
brings neither danger nor difficulty. I come to find enemies, 
not to make them. I come in protect, not to injure you. 

Separated by an immense ocean and an extensive wilderness 
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils^ 
no interest in her conduct. You have/e/^ her tyranny, you have 
seen her injustice. But I do not ask you to ayenge the one' or 
redress the other. The United States are sufficiently powerful 
to afford every security consistent with their rights and your ex- 
pectations. I tender to you the invaluable blessins^s of civil, 
political* and religiousi liberty, and their necessary result ; in- 
dividual and general prosperity : that liberty which gave deci- 
sion to our councils and energy to our conduct, in a struggle for 
independence, which conducted us safely and triumphantly 
fKrottgh tha stormy period of the revolution— that liberty whick 
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td in tlieir persons, property, anil riglifs. fould 1 have bpliev- 
•il thai th» government would have aiithony.ed me ui have made 
this pledge, wilhuut furniahing (he means of redeeming i1 F 1 
be^you, my fellow citixens, tii look bark, and consider what 
twik place, before 1 left Washington, on itiis subject. In my 
official rommunications to the gtivernmeni, 1 staled, ihat in the 
event of war wilh Great Britain, it would be necessary to com- 
mand the waters of Lake Erie, by a naval force Bii|ieriiiur to that 
of the enemy: m provide re-enforcenients, to secure the com- 
munication through the wilderness I was to penetrate— ^nd a 
powerful army, to co-operate from the States of New York aod 
Pennsylvania, which border on the cast part of the lake : that, 
without these measures, it would be impossible for me to sustain 
my situation ; and the |>orls of Detroit, Michilliniackanack, and 
Chicago, would fall into the possession of (he I'lieniy. I hope, 
and indeed believe, you will be satisfied, there were sufficient 
i;roun'ls on my part for makinj^ this declaration. 

I now come to that part of the proclamation which regards the 
, Indians, and the employment of them in the war by the British, 
government. It is well known, that the mode of Indian war- 
fare is to give no quarter. After torturing their prisoners ib 
the most inhuman manner, they put them to death, unless the^^ 
believe they will be useful to them ns slaves, or they can obtain 
an high ransom for (hem. In their warfare, they have no respect 
til age. to women, or children ; wherever their power extends, it 
becomes an indiscriminate scene of desolation ; und, on their 
part, a war of exierminntiou. 

In the former wars, it is well known, that many of the Cana- 
dians have joined their bands, and in every respect assumed 
their dress, and so assimilated themselves to them, that it was 
impossible to make any distinction. If it is the Indian mode of 
warfare to give no quarter, it is certainly proper for those 
against whom they figlit to observe the same rule. If white men 
paint and disfigure themselves, and atsumc the dress of Indians, 
and light by their sides in war, in (uch a manner that Ihcy can- 
t)ot be distinguished, I ask whether it is not proper to treat ihera 
in tlie same manner as Indians. By a reference to General 
Brock'R proclamation, in answer to mine, it will be seen that he 
justified this mode of warfare uf his savage allies. 




It IB observed, 1^ the barbaruus anil Mva;^ policj' ofHrei^ 
Brilain be pursued, anil the navaf^es art let loose to murder 
our citizens, anil butciier uur women anil children, this war 
will be a war of extenitinatinn. Tt then states, that if the dic- 
tates of reason, duty, justicif, and humanity cannot prevent tha 
em pi < I Tine nt of a force, which respects no rights, and knows na 
wrongs, it will be prevented by a severe and relentless systen 
of retaliation. 

It will be perceived, that all these declarations are grounded' i 
on 'he principle of retaliation ; this principle, I have ever beeik I 
taught by the hij;h authority of the laws of nations, is welt I 
founded aiiljust. The whole proclaniatioii has been recited' f 
and I beg it may be particularly observed, that the threatening ' 
declaration)! are hypothetical ; that, if tlie enemy pursue thil 
barbarous policy we must retaliate in our avrii defence. 

I On the 13th of July, the day after it was published, a copy oC 
il was sent to the government. The paragraph of the letter i* 
in these words : — •• Enclosed is a copy of a proclnmalion to tho •;] 
inhabitants, which [ hope will be approved by the governmcnU J 
Two hundred copies have been printed and are in circulation.** 
Stt HulPt Trio!, page 10 nfihe Index. Here follow several' 

I extracts of letters received from the war department, in replj^ | 
to ray ktters about that date. 
*' {far Depanmrnt .Aug. l, 1812. 
" Sir: Your letters of the 13tli and 14th, together with your 
proclamation, have been received. Your operations arc ap- 
proved by the PrcsideiiU" 

In another letter, dated on the same day the proclamation i 
was received, the Secretary of war says: " 'llie progress yott 
have made, and the success whicli has attended it, are highly 
■atisfactory to ihe President." 

In another letter from the Secretary of War, dated (he 8th 
of August, ei[[ht days after the receipt of the proclamation, ho 
■ays : " Your letters of the 2Ist and a2d of July have been re- 
ceived ami your arrangements are approved by the President." 
These letters have lately been obtained from the war office, 
and are certified to be true copies. 

Thus it appears, from the records of the war office, that mj 
letter of the tSth of July, encloBtng the proclamaliun, was re- 
ceiTed on the 1st of August ; that on the lame day, tha Secrota- 
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ry wrote me a letter, acknowledging the receipt of it. and say- 
ing that raj operations were approved by tlie President, 

Oil the same daj, the Secretary wrote me aonlher letter, re- 
Cerring likewise to (he one enclosing my proclamation ; in whiclk 
he said, '* that the progress 1 had made, and thi- succeiii' wliicli 
had attended it was highly satisfactury to the President ;" and 
in another letter, written eight days after ihe receipt of the proc- 
lamation, he says, referring lo the same subject, "your ar- 
rangements are approved hy the President." 

After this explanation and stale of facts, which has been 
proved by the records of the gorerment, I confidently submit the 
subject to your candid decision. 

I have been the more parlicutar on this subject for two reasons 
which have not been mentioned. One is, althougli this procla- 
mation was not an aricle of charge against me. as 1 before ob- 
served, yet it was copied from the records ofth« government, 
and sent lo the court martial as evidence against me un my 
■ Irial, and published with the other evidence, by LieuU Col. 
Forbes, in his report of my trial There could have lieen 
no other motive, but to have created unfavourable impres- 
sions against me. It is with reluclance, that I state the other 
reason, because it may in some measure, affect characters, for 
whom 1 have the highest respect, and on whom the future hopes 
of our country are placrd. 

By the journal uf the proceedings of the commisstonepg, at 
the treaty of Ghent, il appears, that the commissioners on the 
part uf Great Britain, staled some improper nggressions, which 
our government had committed agsinst the inhabitants of Cana- 
da. Not having the journal before me, I cannot slste precisely^ 
and it is not necessary, what they were. The American com- 
missioners asked them for the evidence. The proclamation, 
which has been referred to, was oflered as evidence, The 
American commissioners declared that it was unauthorized and 
iitapproved by the government. 

On this subject, my fellow citizens, yon have before yoo the 
documents and evidence, giving nie an autiiority to igsue this 
proclamation, of its being sent to Uie government, and the Pres- 
ident's approbation of it, in three letters, after il had been re- 
ceived,— my enquiries of the Hon. John Quincy Adams, on 
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what grounds th&t declaration was made, and liia aiiBwer, are 
I in iiiy second number. 

Tlius, it appears, tliat every wheel, and indeed the whole 
machinery of the administration, was pul in mution, however 
distant from the centre of operation, fo exonerate itself, and 
place on my shoulders, all the misfortunes which took place at 
the commenceuieat of the war; a war, however just were the 
causes of it, was declared without any preparation; and I can 
safely appeal to the public records, to prove, contrary to every 
opinion 1 had given on the stiliject. 

In not less than lliree official communications made to the 
administration, I stated that if war was declared, without 
the corawand of the lake, Detroit, Michillimackanack and 

I Chicago, must in the nature of tilings, fall into the hands of titp 
•Demy. 
No. XV. 
Having in the former numbers explained the motives wliic^ 
rendered it expedient, to cross the Detroit river, and take a posW 
tion with the principal port of the forces on the opposite bank, I 
shall now endeavour to satisfy you of the propriety of the delay 
in this situation, and offer the reasons why an attack on the 
British fort at Maiden was not made. In the same tetter, from 
the Secretary of War, which authorized me to commence olTen- 
tive operations, an attempt to take possession of the British fort 
■ t Maiden, was left to my discretion. This letter w as received 
Uie 9tli of July, in the evening. On the same evening this let- 
ter was received, I wrote to the Secretary, in answer to it, in 
these words: — "The British command the water and the sav- 
ages.— 1 do not think the force here, equal to the reduction of 
Amherstburg. Vou therefore, must not be too sanguine. " 

»Ab the Secretary's letter only authorized me to make the at- 
tack nn the British fort at Maiden, provided, I considered mj 
force adequate to the enterprise, and consistent with the safety 
of my other posts; and rs in my answer, I gave it as my opinion 
that my force was not equal to the enterprise, and gave my 
reasoDS fqr ihc opinion, (viz.] that the enemy commuided the 
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«at«r and the saviges. I could not liave believed it poEsible, 
aftertlie gnvernmenl had confided this measure to my diarreiion^ 
and had fully approvf>d of my conduct, thai it could have been 
made a charge of capital oRi'nce against me. But so it wa§, and 
I therefore, must nsk the indulgence of your patience, in Btatinfr 
the reasons, which governed niy conduct. 

After lia\iiif; received these diBcreiionary orders, and after 
having given this answer and opinion, if I had niiide the attempt, 
and it had lievn uneuccessful, what would the officers of the ad' 
ministration have said? They would have said, and with prc^ 
pnely, that 1 was on/y authorized to adopt thia measure, provi- 
de'l my force was cuin|>etent to it ; that I had communicated to 
them my opinion that it was not competent to it, and therefore 
it had been attempted, contrary to the sptnt of the orders I had 
teceived, and woulil then have bern a sufficient ground for an 
article uf charge. In explaining the reasons of my conduct oa 
this occasion, nolliing shall be disguised, nothing shall be kept 
back, oothiiig shall be said, but what is founded in truth, whe- 
ther it operates for or against me. Under these impressinns, 
1 wish you to understand, that on ihe 9th of July, when 1 wrote 
to the Secretary uf War, and infunned hint that my force waa 
R'lt equal to the reduction of Mulden, it was uncertain, what 
part the inhabitants uf Upper Canada would take in the war. 
They were subjects of the British nation, and liable to the or- 
ders uf its government. Unless in some way they could be pre- 
vented from takini;a part in the war, they alone were sufficient 
to overwhelm the whole of my army. They were militia, com- 
posed of the bame materials, as the principal part uf my nrmy 
and more than five times its number. With respect to the rav- 
ages, many of them at that time had joined tlie British stand- 
ard, and no certain calculations could be made, that I should 
be uble to induce them to return and remain quiet at their vil- 
lages. It was well known that a great portion of the inhaUitanla 
of the Province, felt no very Btnmg attachment to the govern- 
ment under which they lived. Many of them, as I have before 
observed, were born and educated in the United States, had en- 
joyed the blessings of a frep government, and were united to 
us by ties of friendship and of blood. 

They remembered the time when the United Stales, were 
provinces of Great Dritain, (he history of our revolution, taiA 
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were not i^oriitit of the blessing we cnjoved as an inclcppnrlFQt 
nation. I coulil nut but indulge the eiitfclatiim. ttiai fr-'Xn their 
■iloatiun iind ffrlingK, tliey woultl nut have bicn dibpoei-d t« 
Ime joined in tlie war ngainel us. For some time every ap- 
pesrance justified this eiLpcciaiiuD. Large numbers, whu hiid 
beeo culleil into Malilen for itb dt- fence, came to diir ciimp. nr.d 
Rceiveil the protection uf our government. NuHib<TA r«uit l-um 
■jivery part or the pmvinre, and gave assurances uf their friend- 
^biip< and their delerminalion, not to take arnts against u». L'o* 
Bicr these ci re u in stances, t considered delay I'uvourable to mj 
Operations as tlie force tif the enemy was every day iljniimsh- 
id. Sirong detachmentB were made to the river Trench, to 
eollecl provisions, and to Maiden, to reconnoitre Ihe situation 
of the enemy. All the artificers of the nrmy were employed in 
making carriages for iwenly four pounderR. for the attack on the 
Ibrt at Maiden, and floating batteries were commenced to tran- 
tport them down the river, if possible, to operate against the 
•nemy's naval force. 

These prcpa rations for an attack on the fort at Maiden, were 
Bade under the expecialion, or at least (lie hope, that the de- 
■ertioD of the militia would continue, and other eventa would 
taJle place, which would render that mea&ure expedient 

During this delay, a clamour was excited in the camp, by (he 
officers uf the militia, because the. army was not immediately 
marched to the attack of Maiden. In consequence of this im- 
patjeiice, two days after the invasion of the enemy's territory, 
I called a council of war, and proposed the question, whether 
it were CKpedient to attempt, witli the bayonet, to storm tiie fort 
It Maiden. Tlie council delermin'-tl that no attempt ought ta 
be made on Maiden, until the heavy artillery was prepared. 

ALtlii>ugh, friiro the time of the first council, to Ihe Sili uf Au- 
gust, many circumstances had taken place, which will hereafter 
be related, to render an attack on Maiden still mure inexped- 
ient, and Ihe heavy artillery had not been cuuipleied, yet on ac- 
count of Ihe great impatience uf Uic officers, 1 called anothei 
Gonocit of war. on the 5Hi of Auguiit. 

In ihlfl council. I stated thai the heavr artillery was not [a 
readiness, but would be in two or three days. The question 
was ihen submitted to the council, whether it were expcdieDt to 
«lit fur the heavy artillery, m order to make a breach in tlie 




works, or immodiatelj to tnaki 
alone? 

Before tlje question was taki 
slinuld be their opinion lliat it 
tack immediately, and they wou 
lead them to the cntcrpri: 



the attempt wiiii tlie bayoimi 

1, I observed to tliem, that if it 

as expedient to make the »t- 

d answer for thtir men, 1 would 

el Miller, (who commanded 



the regulars.) answered, he would be answerable for the 
he commanded. Colonels McArfhur, Case, and Finley, (vho 
commao' ed the militia,) said they would not be answerable, but 
hoped they would behave well. The council then determined 
that it was expedient to wait two days lunger for the heavy ar- 
tillery. 

Thus it appears, that notwithstanding the impatience and de- 
Girp which was maiiifesieJ to attack the fort with the bayonet, 
yet when it came to the test, and I declared to them that I 
would lead them, if in ihcir opinion in council, they thought it 
expedient, their impatience and desire subsided, and they 
thought il best to be aided in the enterprise by the heavy artil- 
lery. These facts are proved by the testimony of Colonel Mil- 
ler, and others, and a more particular detail, will be found in 
my defence before the court martial. 



No. XVI. 

As the measures alluded to in my last number of not attack 
ing Maiden, and of recrossing the Doirolt river, were made ar- 
ticles of capital charge against me, by the administration, I 
must ask your particular allention to these subjects. However 
contrary they were to my feelings and wishes, yet under tlie 
■nexpected circumstances, which had taken place, ihcy were in 
my opinion dictated by a sense of imperious duly — had 1 been 
influenced only by a desire of popular fame, and not been gov- 
erned by the dictates of duly, I should have been unworthy of 
the confidence which had been placed in me. — There existed, 
however, powerful inducements to a departure from the line of 
conduct which I pursued. I well knew the inlercsl which tlie 
pnigrcss of tlie army I commanded had excited, and the espco' 
tations which were cherished. 1 well knew the feelings of th* 
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officers itnil loldiers of tlie Ohio loilitia. who in a patriotic man- 
Mr had volunteered tlicir servicer ; and the cSect that a retro- 
'^de movement would have on them. I well knew their 
denire, when they returned to their homes, after the 
igues and dangers of the campaign had passed, to be adorn- 
with laurels, and to be hailed by their friends and neighboura 
tlie coDquerurs uf Maiden. As to myself had I been influ- 
iced by motives of ambition alone. I M'as no stranger (u the 
which would have conducted me to popular favour, or of 
awards uud honours, which an achievement so aniiously ex- 
ted, would have bestowed. 
In adopting the measures, which I did on this occasion, I' 
convince you, that I was influenced by the purest mo- 
tiTea, that the measures were strictly conformable to establish- 
ed military principles, and that not even errours of judgment 
■nich less crimes, ought tu have been imputed to me. 

The number of effective men, of which my army consisted, 
been greatly eiaggerated. both at this lime, and at the time 
Mf the capitulation. — In the course of these memoirs, 1 shall 
present a more particular detail. At present, I shall make 
fuch statements and present such documents, as will enable 
you to form a satisfactory estimate of my forces in the enemy's 
country, at the time I recrossed Detroit river. 

By the letter of the Secretary of war, of the 9th of April, 
1812, which gave nte the comman<l of these forces, their num- 
bers were stated, and the objects for which they were called 
into service- The numbers were 1200 mllitlft from tlie slate of 
Ohio, and the -Ith United Stales' Regiment, which consisted of 
lat 300. I never received any instructions from the Govern- 
lent to march with a larger force. A few straggling volun- 
i-s, from the novelty of the scene, curiosity, or a desire to 
the country, followed the army, and were included in the 



i On tlie rond which was opened through the wilderness three 
Kk houses were built, and garrisoned for ihe purpose- of aid- 
big in (lie security of the communication, and the protection of 
Vavuya of provisions, against the savages. It appears fron) 
Ueut. Furbosh's testimony, and other evidence on my trial 
pa^ 146 of Lieut. Col. Forbes' report of the (rial,) all tlie 
k of the army, with a suitable rumber to take care of them, 
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were made prisoners in the vessel, which sailed from the Mi- 
ami, un the Ui uf Jul^. for Detroit, in paiiaing the Fun at Mai- 
den, before I had received information lyf the declaration of 
' war. — This number niuot have been as manj' as sixty, as the 
\ Lieut, who was himsolT on buani the vessel, says, it was at 
»ariy as she could carry. A number of the sick of the annj, 
on its march, were left at ihe river Raisin, and never again 
joined it. One hundred and eighty of the Ohio militia refused 
to pass the river when ! commenced ofTensive operations, al- 
ledging as a reason, that they were not obliged to serve out of 
the United States. The aggregate of these numbers, will 
amount to more than three hundred. In addition to this nnro- 
ber, a aubaltem officer and thirty men, were left at the Miamif 
to build a stockade fort, by orders from the Secretary of war. 
Besides this, it was necessary to leave a portion of the troops, 
for the security of the fort of Detroit, and the other posts in its 
vicinity. 

In addition to the Ohio miHlin, and the 4(h regiment, there 
was a company in the fort of Detroit. Being guvcruour of Ihe 
territory. Its militia were under my command. The population 
of that territory did not mucli exceed four thousand, and scat- 
tered from lake Superior to the Miami of lake Erie, s distance 
of about five hundred miles. Little or no advantage could be 
derived from this militia. The unfortunate loss of my papers 
during the campaign, the circumstances of which will be parti- 
cularly related in ,i future number, prevents me from giving, 
at present, a more particular detail. But here we have the 
highest authority for the numbers ordered by the government, 
and in my trial, will be found conclusive evidence, with respect 
to those taken in the vessel, those left in ihe block houses, and 
those who refused to pass the river. — It was now the 6th or 7tli 
of August ; the troops had endured great Kitigue in opening the 
road on their march, and the principal part of them had not 
been inured to a camp life. They were in a country liable to 
the ague and fever, and a lai^ number were sick and de- 
bilitated. 

At my trial m> prosecutors endeavoured to make the numbers 
as large as possible — A return was presented to the Court 
Martial made at fort Finlav at the commencement of Ihe 
march, and before any detacbmentB were made, and the total 
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BinUior amounted to a few more, tlian were onlercd hy tUe 
govrrnm-nt This relurn inrluilcd all the volunteers and fol- 
lowers of (lie army, not legaily subject to my cnminand, wai^ i 
onners. parkhorse-men. &c. &c. &c. On the data here gi' 
the effective force a' S indwkh. could not have been one thou- 
■and, which will appear evident br mathematical calculation. 

In a future number, in which 1 shall stale the reasons wbyl 
the capitulation was necessary. I shall explain the maniier in 4 
■which Gen. Bmck miide the numbers so ranch larger. I will ] 
only stale a few facts on that subject. In the fiist plaw^ J 
the troops made prisdncrs at Michillimsckanack, were at Da- J 
troit on Iheir parole, and were included in the number. Like- 
wise the Michigan militia were included, which joiui^d the cue- i 
my on their first landing at the Spring WelU. Major Jessop, 
who was one of my most violent prosecutors, and who mani- 
fested H desire to^ugmcnt my force as much as possible, in hia 
testimony before the Court Maitial. says we crossed the river 
with sixteen or eightefii hundred men. This however was a 
mere matter of opinion, because he did not state, or produce 
any document or evidence on whicji it was grounded. By hia ' 
own eipreisions he waf uncertain, and had no cor^ect data, OB J 
which even to found an opinion. Ilis testimony therefore^ T 
leaves it as uncertain, as if he had eaid, between a thousand J 
and eighteen hundred. By the official documents and evidence) j 
which I have here given« it is impossible in the nature of thingS) i 
that his opinion could have been correct. Notwithstanding thil | 
['■testimony, I think you must be satisfied that at this time, I had 
aot on the Canada shore, a thousand eRective men. 

Without giving any weight to my npiniou, from the evidence 
fcere exhibited, and an accurate calculation, you will be ableta 
'Ibrm an estimate for yourselves. I shall now proceed lu state 
the situation in which I was placed, and offer uiy reasons, for 
not making an attack on the forti-ess at Maiden. Ubedienci 
erdefs, is the first duty of a military officer. I will therefore I 
•gain state, the only order I had received on the subject. In I 
the letter id' the Secretary of war. i>f tlie 24t}i of June, I was 
only authorized to make the attempt, provided 1 thought m; 
force was adequate to llie enterprise, aud it could be done con* 
Watent with the safely of my other posts. Here it was left tft 
ny discretion, and if I did iiot believe it could be done « 



safety, in the m&nncr stated in the order, neirher its letter new 
spirit authnrized the eaterprige. 

The following reasons induced me to believe that it was not 
expedient. 

The few undisciplined forces I rommandMl, were ia an ene- 
my's country, and surrounded by foes of erery description. 
The waters and the wilderness were enemies, which in the na- 
ture of things, could not be controuled by any means in my 
power. I had no communication with my country, excepting 
through one or the other of them. The firpl was olwtructed by 
the enemy's navy, the other by his savage allies. Thus it ap- 
pears, my communication was entirelv cut off, and distant 
about three hundred miles from any part of the country oo 
which I could depend for re-enforcements, or necessary sup- 

Information had now been received, that the fortress at Mich- 
ill imackanack, situated on the navigable watei-s above me, and 
which ihc enemy commanded, Hkd fallen into the possession of 
the British and savnge forces, wiiich surrounded it. 

The news of this event was accompanied with information 
which cast a shade over my prospects, and greatly encouraged 
and strengthened the force of the enemy opposed to me. 

Immediately after the fall of Michillimackanack, messages 
were sent by the Indian Chiefs, who attended the British troops 
in the reduction of that place, and who inhabited the adjacent 
country, to all the villages south, as far as Miami, infunning 
them that they had joined tht; British standard, that Michilli- 
mackanack had fallen into their hands, that Chichago was in- 
vested, and that they were all preparing to proceed to Maiden ; 
that diey expected there tomeet all their warrionrs, and assist in 
the reduction of Detroit. That an express had likewise been 
lent to General Bruvk, informing hira of the event, and that the 
Canadians and savages were coming to join the army at Mai- 
den. About the same time, viz. the 4th of August, I received 
information, that Major Chambers, of ihc British armyt with it 
detachment of regular soldiers and brass field pieces, had land- 
ed on the west part of L:>kc Ontario, had penetrated as far as 
the river Le Trench, and was collecting all the Canadian mili- 
tia and savages of that part of Canada, to lead them against my 
anny. At this time I likewise received information, that Colo- 
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pel Proctori of the Briti^ army, liad arrived fiom fort Erie, bj 
water, with re-eoforcements at Maiden. As their re-enforce- 
menU were guarded by an armed vessel, I had nothiug to op- 
pose to them, to prevent their junction at Maiden. Indeed the 
advantage to the enemy of cummanding Uie lake became every 
itj more apparent. Both re-en forcementa, and supplies, could 
be transported with facility from one post to another, whenever 
it became necessary. 

At Ihia time, I had intercepted a letter from a Mr. McKenzie, 
ft member of the Nortli-west Company, at fort William, to a 
Mr. Mcintosh of Sandwich, the principal agent of that com- 
pany, in Upper Canada, dated the l9th of July, 1813. The 
genuineness of this letter was proved on my trial, and admitted 
is evidence. It aHbrds such clear evidence of the force on the 
borders of the lakes above me, and that it was tu be directed 
l^ainst me, that I shall here recite the following extracts 
from it. 

" The declaration of war reached us on the iGih Inst. ^vi*. 
" 16th July] but we are neither astonished nor alarmed. Oai 
''a^ntB ordered a general muster, which amounted (u twelve 
"hundred, exclusive of several hundreds of the natives. We 
"are equal in all to aiiteen or seventeen hundred strong. One 
"of our gentlemen started on the ITlh with several light cauoe& 
*' for the interiour eountry, to rouse the natives to activity, which 
*' is not hard to do on the present occasion. We likewise dia- 
" patched messengers in all directions with the news. I have n«t 
"the least doubt but our force in ten days hence, will amount to 
"five thousand effective men. Our young gentlemen and en- 
"gagecfl, offered most handsomely, to march immediately for 
"Michillimackanack. Our Chief, Mr. Shaw, expreatied hin 
"grautude, and drafted one hundred. They are to proceed 
" this evening for St. Joseph*^. He takes about as many In> 
*' dians. Could the vessel coutain them, he might have had 
"four tliousand more. It now depends on what accounts we 
"receive from St. Joseph's whether these numerous tribes, from 
"die iaterinur will proceed to St Joseph's or not." 

At the time I intercepted this letter, its contents were con- 
firmed by the information I received from Lieutenant Hanks, 
Doctor Day, and Mr. Stone, who had arrived at Detroit from 
Mkbittimackanack, prisoners on parole. They stated^ that be- 
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fore they li>ft MicliillimacliaDnck, a number of boats and ca* 
noes hod arrived, in wliich several gentlemen came passengers, 
who. they were Informed, were agents of the Nurth-wi st Corn- 
pan/, and had come I'riim fort William, on lake Superiour af- 
ter the news of the declaration of war hail been received there ; 
and that they gave thp same Hccount of ilie Canadian and sav- 
age force, and its dcnlination, if. is contained m Mr. McKen- 
zie's letter. They further stated to me, that a Urge body of 
savages were collected at the outlet of lake Superiour und that 
two (huusand savages, accordine to the best estimate ihey eculd 
make, were at Michilllmuckanack, prepared lo proceed and 
join the British force at Maldeo. Lieutenant Hanks was killed 
in the fort at tietruit, which deprived me of hie testimony. 
Doctor Duy and Mr. Stone, who were both at ^ ichillimacka- 
nack, and present, when Lieutenant Hunk made the comniuni- 
catioD to me, iu their testimony on my trial, fully confirmed the 
statement here made. 

In addition to ail this combination of force, which was pro- 
ceeding against me, symptoms appeared in the interiour of my 
camp, not les4 alarming. The spirit of mutiny, which before 
h:id manifested itself in whispers, increased, and became more 
open. It was evident it was now fostered and encouraged by the 
principal officers of the militia, and was fast rising into aa 
avowed conspiracy. I, however, never believed the extent, en- 
ormity and matigoily of It, until it was confessed Ih Colonel 
Cass' letter to the Secretary of War, (which is published in my 
trial, page S5 of the appendix) which, in Ihe course of iheie 
memoirs, will be more particularly noticed. 

Notwithstanding the fortress of Maiden had been strengthen- 
ed by British re -enforcements, notwithstanding many of the 
militia of Upper Canada had returned to their duty, under a 
proclamation of pardon from the commanding officer, notwith- 
etanding, after the fall of Michillimackanack, the W yondots, and 
other tribes of Indians connected with them, had joined the 
standard of the enemy, yet. under all the circumstances, I was 
determined to make the attempt on the fort on the tith of Au- 
gust, and made my arrangt-menis accordingly. 

And I now repeat what I stated in my defence, that there is 
no port of my conduct, hince 1 have been a soldier, that I reflect 
npon with so much aelf conviction of erruur, as I do upon this. 
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lotdc back with reffret upon the moment when 1 yielded 
incils uf the inexjienenced oHkcr? 1 cnmntftndvil, iinil deler- 
1 to make nn aftempt, which m; own juilgment ilid uut ap- 
ivc. which was contrary lo all military knuwteilg?, and wliich 
n success miglit no! justify. I thoU|;ht. howcTei-, it was pos- 
le. that if I were successful, anil ahould po^gesa myself of ihe 
niy's fortresH, I might possibly maintain myself there, for 
>■ short lime ; m A in that time. 1 hoped I might have some 
SDcroiir and security, from my own country, nnii her armies, 
Hut 1 hul been led to expect would be operating below mc. 

^^V I SHALL now ask yonr attention to the reasons which finally in- 
duced me not to make (he movement and attack on the fortress 
at Maiden, according to the arrangement 1 had made, but tn re- 
cross the river with ihe principal part of the army, on the even- 
Jag of the 7ih of August That afternoon I received two lettera 
frooi General Hall, who commanded tlie American troops od 
the Niagara Straits, and one from General Porter, from Black 
Rock. By these letters I was informed that a large number of 
boatd, filled with British troops, had passed over Lake Ontario, 
to Ihe west part of it, and were directing their course to Mai- 
den, and likewise, that die British forces, with the Canadian 
militia, and savages, on the opposite side of the Niagara river, 
were moving by water, to the same point; and what wa» 
more decisive still on my operations, by the same letters 1 wai 
I informed Uint nothing would be done there lo check these move- 
mcDls, and that no assistance or co-operation uould be afTorded 
from thdt quarter, to the army 1 commanded. It is impossible 
for me to express the disappointment which this information oc- 
casioned — what possible events could have taken place, which 
would have authorized General Brock to have withdrawn the 
troops from fort George, fort Eric, and the other posts on the 
Niagara river, I could not conceive ;~-e8pecially, as I had 
grounds tn believe that the whole strength of the American 
forces were posted on the opposite bank— and as the Secretary 
f{ War ha<l informed Geueral Dearborn of my situation, and 
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had ordered him to make diversions in liie enemy's country, ar 
those very statioDa, from «l)ich I was inlornied fliey were with- 
drawn, and were bearing on me. The real and true eauses 
vhich enabled the enemy to withdraw his forces from those sta- 
tions on (he Niagara river, and concentrate them, and his other 
troops, against the army I commanded, were then unknown to 
mc. The mystery has since been unfolded, and the causes are 
as apparent as the sun at noon -day without a cloud. It was the 
armistice, or cessation of hostilities, which Ceneral Dearborn, 
the senior officer of the army, agreed to the beginning of Au- 
gust, and which he communicated to the Secretary of War, on 
the 8th of the same month, aa appears bj his letter of that 
date, in wliich the army I commanded was not included, but 
which extended to all the other forces on the northern borders. 
This convention, or agreement entered into by General Dear- 
born, and its consequences on my situation, will be fully con- 
sidered in my future numbers. 

It now appeared that the whole war against Canada, was to 
be carried on with the 1200 Ohio militia, and three hundred 
regulars, which were placed under my command. It will be re- 
membered before 1 crossed the river, and took a position in 
the enemy's country, I stated to the Secretary of War, in my 
letter of the 9th of July, which has been before referred to, that 
J did not consider my force adequate to the enterprise, and lo 
a former number, have stated the reasons, wliich induced me 
to cross the river and take pesaession of Sandwich. 

When I received these letters from General Hall and Gener- 
al Porter, the expectations which I had befure entertained of 
my communication by the lake being opened by a naval force, 
and of assistanie and co-operation, from our armies on the Nia- 
gara river, were at an end. These letters from Generals H&II 
and Porter, were admitted In evidence on my trial, and the lime 
and circumstances of receiving them proved, by the testimony 
of Colonel Miller, to whom I communicated (he contents. (See 
Col. Miller's testimony, page in, Lieut. Col. Forbes' report uf 
roy trial.) 

After this information, and thus sitnated, I determined to re- 
cross the river with the principal part of the army, net with an 
intention of relinquishing the object of the reduction of Mnlden, 
and ofienaiTe operatioHS ogaioet Canada, but ot waiting until 
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^mtire favourable ci ream stances shoald present themselves, and 
in the meantime of attempting to qien my cwnmuDication 
through the wi We mess. 
I had now, no communication with my country, and it was 

It possible to olttain any through any otiicr channel. On the 
rarity of this conimunicatiun for the purpose of obtaining sup- 
res, I considered the very esistence of my army depended. 
If I had believed that an attack on Maiden, with a probability 
BQCcess, would have effected the object of opening this com- 
mication, or of even giving facility to it, t should cheerfully 
hive undertaken it. 

As I have before obaei^ttd, ray own fame, and the gi^tificatlon 

of my officers, were powerful inducements to the measure. 

^T^Stuated, however, as I was, it was my opinion that it would 

^■wve been a useless waste of blood, and success would have been 

^^tftended with no advantage. 

The reduction of Maiden could have had no eSect on the na- 
val force of the enemy, unless all the harbours on the Canada 
shore, and among the islands, had been in our possession. It 
would have been utterly impossible to have maintained the for- 
tress- It must have fallen for the want of supplies. Th< wa- 
ters of the lakes would have remained shut against us. If, 
therefore, tlic road through the wilderness to the settlemenlJi of 
Ohio could have been opened, still no supplies could have pas- 
sed into the fort withoal crossing the water, and that would 
have been prevented by the enemy's naval force. 

As Michillimackanack had fallen, if we had possessed MaU 
den. in a very short time it would have been assailed by all the 
^. Canadians attached to the North-western Company, with ilie 
^B^nneroas and powerful hosts of savages of that region, and by 
^^fte British force, which had landed on the western part of Lake 
Ontario, with the militia and savages of that part of the coun- 
try . The naval armament would have co-operated with these 
rorces, the supplies would have been intercepted, and no relief 
or assistance could possibly have been afforded. 

If, with the knowledge I had of the forces which were march- 
ing against me. I had made an attack on Maiden, it would 
have been as great a crime as any of which I was accused by 
Che administration, and I certainly f>hould have tvantcd the con* 
iciousnesB of having acted fron ^fug/ka/tjaa^ad accord- 



injj to m? best jud^ent, which has been my conBolation in ali 
I have suffered. 

Thus it appears, that the liltle amv 1 eominanilcd vnh en- 
tirelv cut off from the coutilrr, and could receive no more sas- 
tenance Trom it than the arm can receive nustttianee when cut 
off and separated from the human body ; and n maining in tliis 
Bituation, it must as inevitabty have periihed ag tW' arm would 
perish without receiving sustenance from the source on which it 
depended for life. As I considered the existence of my army 
depended on opening the communication Ihrough the road to 
Ohio, and as no other possible mode presented of effecting it but 
by recrosstng the river with the principal part of tlie array, it 
was adopted oii the evening of the 7lli of August. 

These, fellow citizens, as I observed in my defence, were 
the grounds on which I made a rcirogade movement with a part 
of tlie army to Detniit. It was from ihence I could open the 
only channel, through which it could derive tlie means of its 
existence. If my judgment then misled me, it continues yet to 
mislead me ; for every day that I have lived I have become more 
confideul that I did right to leave the enemy's country. Had I 
followed the dictates of my own judgment I should have made 
my retreat to the Miami, and iliere waited for co-operation and 
assistance. The distance from thence to the settlements in 
Ohio would have been comparatively short; I should have had 
no enemy in my rear but savages, and it might have been possi- 
ble tu have preserved myco < munlcation. and obtained supplies. 
The day after I reerossed the river, (the 9th of August.) I pn>. 
posed this measure to some of ihe principal officers. I nill here 
give the answer of Colonel Cass. It was, llial if I did, under 
the exiiiting circumstances, every man of the Ohio volunteers 
and militia would leave me. His language was. as he ftfatei 
it himself, that the militia would retreat with me if t/irg thought 
a retreat necessury. But as they undertook tojudge that it was 
not then necessary, they would leave me, and not a man would 
retreat under my command. Colonel Cass's testimony on thia 
subject is in the following words. '*! recoiled a conversation, 
alter the retreat from Canada, and before we went to the river 
Raisin, in which General Hull suggested, that as he heard ol do 
ct^operation from below, it might be necessary to take post at 
the Miami. 1 think I told Cieneral Hull that, if under existing 
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^^■lircuDnUDcee, he took sncU « step, the Olni> nititU would (!•- 
^^^rt him to a man. Whethe-^ I told General Hull so or not, I 
am confideot it would have been the coat." This, anxmg maiiy 
other things whidi might be meutiunvd, lA enideiKe of the iiisuti- 
Qitlination which was amon)^ tlie* Ii-uopB. Tlial this ipirit was 
encouraged by the priDci[)Dl officers ii evident, from the conre»> 
sionit of M>tne of tliem on iny trial. I'hc officers were indebted 
to (he soldiers fur Iheir stations; lliej' were their neighbours^ 
and were elected by them. They lived together, in camp oa 
habits of perfect e(|UAlity, and before this campaign, neither i 
•fficeri nor soldiers had rvcr seen Uiy actual service, and had 
never been accusiumed to any military discipline eiiceptiiig 
company trainings about their doors. It is unnecessary for iub 

■ to describe the difliculty of comntaoding troops of such a chai^ 
Kcter; or of perfurming any military operations where obcdienca 
p orders is essential to success, Jio better eicmpUfication cau 
possibly be given tlian the conduct which both officers and mea 
exhibited on tliis occasion. 

It may probably be asked, why did you not airest the princi- ( 
pal ofticefs who had been guilty of this conspirscy, and who had 
excited this in suburdi nation r I answer, by asking another (|Uea- 
tjon. Whctlier jou believe these volunteers from tlie militia^ 
who composed more than two thirds of the army, would hava 
■ufiered the leaders tliey had chosen, to be deprived of their 
command i Whether an attempt of the kind would not have 
produced a civil war In the camp ? This same spirit had beca 
manifested from the commeKcemeDt to the end of the campaign. 
It waa manifosted at Uibanna, by a part of the militia refusing 
ttt march when ordered. It was manifested at Detroit, by ooa 
hundred anij^ eighty refusing to cross the river when orde:^ 
edi it was manifested on llie march, by conduct towards some 

■^ their own officers, too ridiculous and too disgraceful to be re- 
peated. And it finally appeared that a Calaline was in our 
^mp, who had formed a conspiracy to deprive me of the com- 
nand, with which I had been entrusted by tlie govemment^. 
This fact appears by the letter of Colonel Cass to the Si cretary 
of War, which is published in my trial. 

Under the events which had taken place, and which had 
come to my knowledge, I should have been wanting in the du-^ 
ties which I owed to my station, had 1 aot retretU 
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Canada. I retreated for the purpose of taking the most effective 
measures in nij power Tor opening my communication, ll» im- 
portance I have endeavoorwl lo explain. Indeed it was so ob- 
vious that the administration was sensible of it, and one of ihc 
articles of cfiaiges against me was. for not keeping it open, and 
another for withdrawing the army from Canada, the only meas- 
nre by which it possibly could have been efl'ected. In my let- 
ters lo the Secretary of War. immediately after the retreat, I 
stated the same reasons which 1 have here given. Likewise in 
my luttCTs lo Goveroour Meigs, of Ohio, Govemour Scott, of 
Kenrucky. &c. These letters bear date the 8th, 9th, and 11th 
of Auj^ust, and were in evidence on my trial. All these letters, 
written at the time, shew thai 1 retreated from Canada because 
I had ascertained that I should soon be surrounded by an over- 
whelming force; because there was no possibility of opening my 
communication from that station, and because I found the few 
regulars and militia under my command, were to be left to car- 
ry on, without any assistance or co-operation, the offensive war, 
which the United States had declared against one of the most 
powerful nations on earth. By a referrence to my trial, it will 
appear, that Colonel Cass and others of my officers, were sensi- 
ble at this time of the dilSculliea of my situation. In a letter 
to Mr. Silliman, of Ohio, the brother-in-law of the Colonel, he 
says, *' that provisions would become necessary for the exist- 
ence of the troops." In a letter to the sume, after the fall of 
Michillimackanack, he says, " that the impression made by that 
event could scarcely be conceived." According to Mr. Silli- 
man's testimony in his letters to him. Colonel Cass pressed him 
lo use his inHurnce to procure re -enforcements for the army, 
and expressed his surprize that we were left witJ^iut co-opera- 
tion, by putting to his correspondent the following interrogation, 
*' Is their nothing to be done in the lower end ofthe lakes to 
make a diversion in our favour ?" In a letter to the same gentle- 
man on the l^th of .\ugiist. Colonel Cass says, " think oar sit- 
Bition as bad as yoa may, it is still worse." 
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Bkiobb I proceed to |;i*e an account of the mcBiures [ adopt' 
•d, to open the communicBlion, lo Ohioi I wilj state some gc^ I 
eral principles, and will endeavour to show the propnely of ol^ I 
serving them in all military movemeDts, and will sppK the^a J 
t« the situation in which 1 was pJaced by the oiders of the gov-J 
eroncDt. And here in Uie Sr§t place, I will ask your atteft- I 
tioD, lo ihe aame principles, which I stated in my defence — thitf 
in EDodem warfare, the first great uhjert of each conlendinf fl 

k party, 13 ihe resources of his enemy. — The fate of armies is J 
found to depend upon the abundance of their resources, on tii^ f 
tecurity, and the facility of keeping up a communication with- J 
them. It haa become a principle to manceuvre in such a mai^ , 
Ber, as to cover the places from whence suppliea may be drawn, , 
not to go far from them, but with great caution, und neve 
cease preserving with them those connections, in which the 
strength of an army consists, and on which its success dependt. 
These principles iire to be found in the best military si^ 
. Ihurs of modem times, and tlie soundness of them havt: been 

■ cooGrmed by numerous examples. 'Jhe enemy with which I 
had to contend, had strictly observed them. His principal post 
was at Maiden, on the east bank of the Detroit river, where k 
empties into lake Erie- His magazines, which contained M 
necessary supplies, were at fort Erie, and at other places, be- 
tween Maiden and fort Erie, on tlie borders of the lake, which 
hi& navy commanded. Having no armed vessels, or boats, it 
was impossiffte fur me, in the least degree to interrupt this lioS 
, ftf communication. The enemy's station, therefore, could be 

■ furnished with all necessary supplies,, with the greatest facility, 
ind with the most perfect safety. I now ask you, my fellow 
citizens, to cast your eyes on the map of the country, where I 
^ wa» placed, nut by my nwa judgment and discretion, after tbo 
declaration of war, but by the positive orders of the governmentf 
and consider on what grounds, such orders could liove beea 
jUNtiSed. As these /ala^ orderi were, lii my opinion, one great 
cause of ^e misfortune, which attended tite army I commanded,- 
1 ahall aak your particular attention to them. On ths 1 Bth nf 



June, ftfter w&r was decUreil agauiBt Great Britain, the Secrfta- 
ry of War, wrote me a letter, in whicli, he informMl me of the 
event, and ordered me to march the army I ciiTnioaDcled, to De- 
troit, with all possible exi>edition. At the time, this order, waa 
given, the President of the United States, br whose command 
it was given, well knew, that no preparation wns made to buitd 
a navy on lake Brie, and that the enemy commanded it, with a 
number oraniied vessels and gun-boafs- 

When, therefore, these fatal nrden were given, those, by 
whose authority they were given, well knew that the communi- 
cation through the lake would be closed a^inst us, and (hat n« 
re-enforcements, or supplies of any kind, could be obtained for 
the army, through that channel. Those, who jtave lhese/a/o( or- 
der), well knew, that after the declaralioii of war. the army I 
commanded, and the posts of Oetroii, Michillimackanack, and 
Chicago, which had befiire. In time of peace, been supplied 
through the communication of the lakes, could only receive their 
supplies by land They well knew, that the Slale of Ohio, was the 
nearest part of our country, from which the necessary aupplies 
could be furnished. They well knew, that the distance from 
Uiy roaga^tines, where these supplies could be obtained, to the 
point where they ordered the army, was more than two hun- 
dred miles, and to the other posts they had established, was 
more than five hundred miles. 

They well knew, that this distance, was almost entirely a 
wilderness, tilled with savages, who in the event of war, would 
probably become hostile. They well knew, that the necessary . 
supplies, could only be carried through lliis wilderness, on pack- 
hurses. They well knew, ihiit the only line of communication, 
through which these pack-horses, with supplies, coAl pass, was 
for about seventy miles on the margin of lake Erie, and the De- 
troit river, both of which were commanded by the enemy's gun- 
boats and vessels of war. They likewise well knew, that these 
supplies must pass by the enemy's principal post at Maiden, 
«nly separated by tlic Detroit river. Under the orders the ad- 
niniatration had given, lliey well knew the impossibility of sup- 
plying the army, and the posts I have mentioned, with the 
means of subsistence. The^ well knew, the facility and case, 
with which the enemy could assail tlie convoys, both by his land 
ksd uval forces, on thia long and vulnerable line of communi- 





ition, &nd till? impossibility tit stretching the army batk. from 
puini ihey li&d ordered as inj ittatiuu. for the saletj and pro- 
of huch convojB, 

3 he admiDiatratiun. likewise well knew, when these falol oi*' 
llers were given, that in three separate ktatcmeots, which I had 
made to the President through the medium of the Secretary uf 
the department uf war, 1 had obserted tliat in the event of a war 
a^nst Great Britain, n navy on lake Erie.superiour to the Brt- 
tisli was essential to success; and, ihat without preserving 'he 
water communication, an army could not be supported at De- 
troit, and tliat Detroit, Michillimackaiiack, and C'hicagOt would 
inevitably fall into the handa of the enemy. 

These statements had bem received as official documents, 
nd DO objections had ever been urged against Ihem- 1 he ad- 
BiDistration. therefore, knew my opinions on the sul^ect, and 
certainly ought not to have continued me in command, when a, 
course was to be pursued directly contrary to the opinion, 1 had 
yepvatedly and officially given. 

On a map of the countrj*, which was the scene of roy opera- 
lUuna. you will be able more distinctly to perceive the natural 
obstacles, with which I had to contend. Besides seeing the 
positions of the British and Canadian forces, and the stations of 
th« different nations of savages, you can see the manner id 
which the waters and the wilderness, were arrayed against me. 
At present, 1 can only ask your attention to the general mapsof 
oor country, which will afford some assistance, in obtaining a 
knowledge of my ailuaiion. 

The necessity and importance of preserving my communica- 
tion with magazines, for supplying the army. 1 had learned from 
reading the L^sl military authors, and from my obserratione and 
experience, during the war of the revolution. 

From books, I had been taught, that when an army moved 
tnwuxls an enemy, its line or lines of operation must be from ita 
base, on which are its magazines of necessary supplies. That 
■ connection should always be preserved between the line or 
Unea of operation^ and the base, or magazines. I'hat an army 
never ought to advance to far from the magazines, as to enable 
the enemy, to attack and destroy the convoys of supplies from 
the magazines to the army, ^\'hen the army marched from Vr- 
kuna in Ohio, this rule did not apply, because we were at 
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peace with Great Britain, nod in the country through which I 
marched, there was no other enemy but, savages. The army, 
therefore, carried on pack-horses, sufficient supplies, for its sup- 
port, until it arrived at the lake. On the communication 
through the lake on our arrival tliere, we depended for supplies, 
as it was open to ua, until after the declaration of wai*. 

Near the Miami of the lake, I reccitcd the /a/a/ orrfer, which 
has so often been referred to, informing mc of the declaration of 
war, and ordering mc, positively, to march to Detroit. 

Hud 1 not received this oi-der, and the operations had been 
left to my discretion, I should not have marched lo Detroit, 
eighteen miles in the rear of the enemy, but made my move- 
ments against the enemy, from a different quarter. 

1 had served und^r the banners of General Washington, from 
the commencement to the end of the revolutionary war. 

I had observed, how cautious he was in all his movements, to 
prcsei've a communication with his magazines. He retreated 
from Long Island to New York, because he knew the enemy 
would prevent his communication with a naval force in the Bast 
river. He retreated from New York to the White Plains, be- 
cause the British navy coiiitnanded both the East and North riv- 
ers, and the army was marching to take possession of the high 
grounds, beyond King's Bridge, to intercept his com muni cation 
from the country, whence he received his supplies. He retreat- 
ed through New Jersey and passed the Delaware, to take a pos- 
ition, where he could receive his supplies. In \777, when Gen- 
eral St. Clair commanded at Ticonderoga, and found that the 
enemy commanded lake Champlain, and was making roove- 
ments to surround the garrison on all sides, and cut oS'hia com- 
munication, and supplies, he retreated, and abandoned a post, 
which was considered the key of the country. 

When General Burgoync, became sensible that lie was to re- 
ceive no co-operation, frpni New York, and his communication 
was cut ofTfroin his magazines in Canada, he surrendered un- 
der a. capitulation. 

When General Lincoln, was besciged at Charleston, by a 
British fleet and army, and his commuiucation with his maga- 
zines was cut oir, he surrendered. 

When the army commanded by Lord Cornnallis at York- 
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, was attacked by a naval and land force, and iic )iad so 
mniunicatton tvith His nia|;iiziDe9, tie surrendered, 
t an earlier period, during the war between Frnuce and 
1753, nhcn Gcueral VVaBhiugtuii, (then Major 
) and comronDdatit of a colonial regiment, from Vlr^ 
giaia, was surrounded and attacked in a Stockade fort, at a 
place called the Little Meadows, by a body of Frenchmen and 
lavages, by (v'hicli means, his coiuiimmcutiun was cut oft' from 
pj supplies, be road« a capitulation with the enemy. 
1 Bonaparte, in bis Itussiao campaign, departed from llie prin- 
■plea of the most celebrated military autlio['§. Moscow, liie 
^ect of his attack, was so distant from his magazines, lliat it 
B im{>ossible to preserve any connection witb Ibem, so ua to 
hceive the necessary supplies. For the support of bis army, be 
d nothing lo depend on. but supplies from the enemy's coun- 
Tbe couftngrnlion of Moscow, and the Russians rising in ' 
I against bim, rendered it impossible lo obtain supplies, and 
eoiise<|uenily to sustain his situution, at so remote a post 

In this situation, had he proposed a capitolation. he probably 
miglil have saved the lives ol more than four hundred thousand 
men, fur the future services of his empire. Mis haughty spiritt 
and former (riumpha forbid any proposition of tbe kind. In his 
attempt to retreat, his army was tlestriiyed by the force of t!ie 
elements, and the Russian bayonet. It may, at least be made 
a queslion, whether, under the circumstances he was placed, he 
would not have exhibited more magnanimity, by an atlempt to 
Mve the lives of his army, by negotiation, tlian by the course 
he pursued- 

1 have cited the examples of these celebrated cuutmanderSt 
fur no other purpose, than lo illustrate the principle, that, when 
mo army is deprived of its communication with its magazines, 
on which it depends for its necessary supplies, and cannot open 
Ihal communication, so as to obtain tliem, ils fate is inevitable) 
and it becomes the duty of its commander, to accept the best 
terms from the enemy, which can be obtained. 




No. XTX. 

Bb70RE I left the. enemy's country, having received informt- 
■tioii that Bome beef cattle hail arrived at or near (he river Kai- 
sln, escorted by a company ormiliti& from the State of Ohio, I 
made a detachment of two hundred men, under the command of 
Major Van-born, with '■rders lo proceed to Uie river RftiBin,and 
guard these cattle safely to camp. 

At BrownatowD. thia detachment was attacked by a body of 
ravages, and entirely defeated. According to Major Van-horn'» 
report) eighteen men were killed, twelve wounded, and about 
seventy missing. Hia opinion was, Ihat three hundred Indians 
crustsed from Maiden, and that fiiim one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred were actually engaged. This report was received 
on the 5th of August, two days before the retreat from Sand- 
wich. This unpropitious event increased the difficulty of my 
fiituation. and niore strongly convinced me how impossible it 
was to continae offensive operations, and furnish at the same 
time a sufficient force to give security to so extensive a com- 
munication. The war hail now become both oU'ensive and de- 
fensive,, and the little army I commanded was alone left to car- 
ry it on in botli characters. This was among the reasons which 
induced me to recross the river, that 1 migh: be able to detach 
a. more powerful force to open the communication. 

For this purpose, therefore, on the very day the army retreat- 
ed tu Detroit, I ordered a detachment of six hundred men, un- 
der the commami of Colonel Miller, of tlie 4lh United States' 
le^ment. This command cimsisted of all the effective men of 
that regiment, and a selection of the most effective of the miU- 
tia. It was likewibe accompanied by a field piece and howit- 
zer, from the fort at De.roit. Colonel Miller met a body of the 
enemy, consisting of British troops. Canadian niilitia, and sav- 
ages ; which, having received infor^FiHiion of his approach, was 
formed in the woods in regular r)rdcr of battle. A dis|Misi(ioD 
was immediately made on his part fur an atrack, and afler a 
severe contest, honoarable to ihe American arms, the enemy- 
was compelled to retreat, ^^^^e^ pressing on his rear about two 
milei, Colonel Miller thought proper to discontinue the pursuit, 
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•Oil tlie enemy embarked, under cover of hii armed veuel*. and 
recrossed to Maiden. The loss, in killed and wounded, in tlic 
^ttle, oQ our part, was about eightjr. As soon ai 1 received an 
•ccount of the aclioiii a re-enrorcement of one hundred men^ 
^J*ith a aupplv of provisions, under the command of Colonel Mc- 
was ordered to join Colonel Miller's deinchmciit at 
.igatgo. Ai soon as the detachment had recruited from iU . 
Ltigue, mj intentionB was, that it should have proceeded on the 
iqiedition to the river Raisin. A severe storm of raiu inler- 
iBCd, aud the troops were cxpi'Sed to it without aiiv covering, 
therefore IhtfUglit It expedient, on account of their great f«- 
', to order them back to Detroit, and make aa arrangement 
another rout to open the communication. 
The road to the river Raisin, which passed tlirough the la- 
dian village of Urownatown, l>eing principally on the mar^n of , 
the Detroit river, both troops and conv{>y3 could easily be an- ■ 
ipjed by the gun boats and armed vessels of the enemy Be- 
les, in its course, there was only the river which i^eparatcd it 
im llie enemy's principal post at Maiden. Bving thus situat- 
1, it was almost impossible to secure it in such a manner ns 
iliRt convoys could pass with any kind of safety. After CoJotiet 
Miller's return to Detroit, therefore, seeing the indispensable 
'essity of obtaining llie supplies which had arrived at the 
Raisin, ojid being informed of a circuitous rout, dieiaiit 
t)ie river, t thought it eipedieiil to make the attempt in 
tirectinn. I communicated my intentions to Colonels Mc- 
Arthur and Cass, and they not only fully approved of the meas- 
ure, but oflered tlieir services, as volunteers, on tlic expeditiun. 
likewise communicated to them a letter from Captain Bnish, 
10 commanded Uiu escoil of provisions, informing me that he 
Id take the back road, and should have occasion for sup- 
I authorized Colonels McArtJiur and Cass to select the 
ist healthy and eflfeclive men of liieir regiments, and directed 
QuartC' Master to furnish pack-borses to carry provisions 
them I -^ Uteir march. On the I4th of August, they 
mcnceu their march, under Ihe command of Colonel McAr> 
ir, attended by Colonel Cass. The progress they made, and 
circumstances which attended the expedition, wilt hereafter 
be related. 

Thus will bo aeon the neoiures which were ailopted, and th» 
10 
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efforts wliich were made to open the communication. , 1 ha-re 
been the more particular on this subject, because it was made 
an article of charge against me. Wliat more could have been 
(lone, in my situation, and with the force a( my disposal, I know 
not, unless 1 had retreated with my whole force to the Miami. 
The reasons why I did not. have been stated in these memoirs. 

By the statement here made, the troth of which will be man- 
ifest by the evidence and documents in my thai, it appears 
that I made three attempts to open my communication — one by 
a detachment of two hundred men, under the command of Ma- 
jor Van-horn ; another by a detachment of sis hundred of the 
best and most effective part of the army, under the command of 
Colonel Miller; and the third, by all the healthy and effective 
men of McArthur's and Cass' regiments, which the two Colo- 
nels were authorized to select and command themselves. 

I now aslc the candid reader, in imagination, to R\ himself at 
Detroit, and view my situation : I ask him to read the orders of 
the government, which positively placed me in this situation, 
eighteen miles in the rear of the enemy's principal post in the 
province of Upper Canada ; to look over the waters of the lake. 
and behold the hostile naval armament which commanded them; 
to view not only the 'enemy's principal post, situated on tlieae 
waters, but all his magazines established on them, protected by 
this naval armament, and capable of being transported, with the 
greatest safety and facility, to any point where they might be 
necessary. After viewing the situation of the enemy, and his 
resourcen, I aak you more particularly to look at mine. Yon 
must look through a dreary wilderness of inure than two hun- - 
ilred miles, filled with hostile savages, before you can find a 
base on which any magazines were established, by which my 
little army could be supplied with the means of subsistence. 
Through this wilderness you will sec no possible communica- 
tion, excepting by a single road, opened by the labour and fa- 
tigue ot tliis little army, in penetrating to the position to which 
it was ordered. This only and single line of operation, was 
liable to be obstructed by the savage force, to which the na- 
ture of the country was peculiarly suited; by the whole force of 
the enemy's troops, both British and Canadian ; and between 
the Miami and Detroit, seventy miles, by the gun boats and 
anned vessels on the lake. To give aecurity to this communi- 






tttioii, ;<m will an nothing bat two or three Bolitar; block' 
iHmses, Iniilt bjr the troops when the road was opened, and 
goarded only by a few lOTalid militia, left in Uiem on the 
march. 

By the foregoing momoira, and by the evidence on my trial, 
JOO will perceive there was no adequate force, on this long Iiue 
of opera till n, (urntKlied by the govemmenl, to give security to 
it, for the prutecUon of convoys And when you coiisider the 
!mpl» f had inadc and their cAosequences, I think you will 
[ba satisfied, that with my whole force I could not have stretch- 
back to great a distance as to have preserved tlie communi- 
ealion. To illustrate a subject of this kind the best writers on 
Bilitiry movements compare ao army's lines of operation to the 
musctea of the human body, on which (he life and motions uf the 
members depend. When the whole moving spring of a mem- 
ber is confined to a single muscle, (he loss of which would ren- 
der it useless, it is the more important to defend it from every 
hurt. So a single otleusive line is, to an army marching to- 
wards an object, a part singularly sensible, and cannot be too 
carefully guarded from contact with tlie enemy. 

From the nature uf the country from Miami to Detroit, it waa 
impossible to have more than one line uf operation, and it has 
been showu how singularly it was exposed to be intercepted and 
rendered useless. 

Thus I think, from the exposition given of my situatiosr eve- 
ry unprejudiced reader will be convinced that, tliere was no 
postbilily of obtaining any supplies, from any magazines from 
my country. I shall now offer for your cousidcration, the best 
evidence and the best documents Uie nature of the case will ad- 
mit of. to satisfy you of the state of the magazines at Detroit^ 
and the supplies which could have been obtained from the coun- 
try around it. 

Asa true knowledge oftliis subject is very important in form- 
ing an opinion of the measures I adopted, and as the grossest 

JsrepresentatioDfi. have been made by my enemies, I shall mako 

A separate article in my next number 
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- *rhat you may clearly wnderetand tlie aiiuation in whidi I VM 
^aced, with respect to provision, for the array, it will be necea- 
aary. that you should be ncquainted with the country, and its 
retsnurces. At this time Ihe population of the Michigan terri- 
tory, of wliicli Detroit »aa the capital, was between four and 
five thouRund bouIs —Their settlements were on the Miami 
of lake Erie, the river Raiiju, Ecoss, Rouge, and the Detroit 
river, lake St. Clair, the river Huron, which empties into lake 
St. Cfair. llie river St Clair, and the island of MichiUimack- 
an&ck — at that timt- much the greatest part, indeed almost 
the whole, who cultivated tJie lacd, were Canadians. — They 
were miserable farmers, paid little attention to agriculture, and 
depended principally on hunting, fishing, and trading wilh the 
Indians for support — The produce of the territory, in the sub- 
stantial articles of liring, was by iiu means sufficient for the 
subsistence of the inhabitants. — They were supplied, with pork, 
beef, Hour, and corn from the Slate of Ohio, and U>e parts of 
New York and Pennsylvania, which bonier on lake Erie — not- 
vritlistanding these fads arc well known, I will refer to some 
testimony, to satisfy those, who arc unacquunted with the ter- 

Captaiu Thomson Maxwell, in hii evidence on my trial, tea- 
tlfittd, "that he had lived llVirtecn years in Ohio, and had been 
engaged every year, in. driving cattle and hogs, from thence to 
Detroit market; fi-om a liiousand to fifteen hundred hogs an- 
nually, from one hundred and fifty, to two hundred pounds 
each — and from an hundred and fifty, to two hundred head of 
catile. — They were generally driven through the woods, witliont 
any mad,"' — Colunel Kingsbury, of the Ist United States' re^- 
ment, testified, "that he commanded at Detroit about two years, 
and left it in 1811. and tiiat during tlie time he commanded 
tliere, there were large droves of hogs, and fat beef cattle, driv- 
en from Ohio, to that markei"'- 

A great variety of other evidence might be adduced to prove 
bis fact, but I deem it^unnecessary. 

Il IS only necessary to know the character of the inhabitants 
and the aituaUon ol the coimtry, to be satisfied of the iact — uni- 
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Yeraal experience proves, thai Dotting but necesail; will indue* 1 
nen to toil and tinrd labour. They are much better pleased^ 
with itie chase, fishing, &c. Without making any further otiK 1 
lervalions on this suliject, I believe you nil! be convinced, at- 1 
fer considering how long the army had been among these pea- I 
pie, and how much had been taken from them that tliere Wen^% 
no groands, to calculate on any further supplies from their scaor | 
ij stores, 

I shall now endeavour to demonstrate, from the bust evidcncsj I 
wTiich the naturv of the use will admit, the atate of piovigiouj 1 
]U Detroit, at the lime nf the cnpitulatinn. 

I " Aognstus Porter, Bsi]. of the Slate of New York, was the con^ I 
Inctor for furnishing this army. — David Heard, Esq. w&s hi* j 
■gent, and was present at Hctroit. 

Before my trial, and pending my trial, I repeatedly re<|ueBt- 
«t that David Beard who then resided in the State of New York, ' 
might be Biimmnned as a witness to prove the quantity of pro-. ' 
visions at Deli-oit before, and at the time of the capitulation- 1 
llic Jud|^e advocate assured me, he should be summoned. Near 
the close of the trial, as he did not appear, I wrote him a letter, 
iBforming him how important hi^ testimony wai, and requestedi 
Us attendance. He arrived in Albany the day the evidence war ■ 
closed, and his certificate of the quantity of provisions, was ad-- 
nutted in evidence. It w'll appear by the minutes of tlie trial 
Ihat his testimony, was the last before 1 made my defence. 
This being the best evidence which the aature of tlie case will 
admit of, t presume ought to controul all other evidence. Mr, 
Beard, was not only the agent, who did all the tnisiness at De- 
troit, but I understood from him, had sonic share in ihe profits of 
lontract. He could have no motive, to have diminislied tlie 
lantity, because the United States must have paid for all 
kt was on hand at the time of Che capitulation. 
Bj the contractor's agent's certificate, it will appeor that on 
ninth of July, 1812, tVere was at Detroit 125,000 rations uf 
lur, and 70,666 rations ot meat; and lliaton the SSth of July, 
there was ro.OOO rations »f Hour, and 31,000 of meat. Mr. 
Seanl has certified that tliis statement was handed to roe, con- . 
tlie provisions in the contractor's store, and signed b; 
OS will appear by the proceedings of the Court Martial, on 
trial. 




By this return, it will appear, fthat qUADlil? was consuineiT, 
from the nintli, to tlie ZSlii of July, what quantitj reinaiDcd on 
hand, the £8th of July, anil by observing tl>e §ame rule of con- 
sumption, it will appear, what quantity, would have been in 
store, on the 16th of August, the day of tha capitulation. 

By the data here given it will appear that, if a ralion of meat 
had been issued, the meat would have been exhausted on the 6tli 
of August, ten days before the capitulation. And if during 
those ten days, after the meat was exhausted, an adilitiutial > 
quantity of flour had been issued, to ntakc up the r»tiun, as was 
the case, the whole of the flour would have beuo exhausted on 
the 16th of August, (he day of the capitulation. It appears by 
the return of the contractor, that frou:t Ihe dlh to tlie aSlh «f July, 
that 5,334 rations of flour, more than of meal, were issued, aud 
that practice was continued, in about the same pruportiiin, un- 
til the 16th of August. There is another reason why so utuch 
more flour was issued than meat. — In a fornior part uf these 
memoirs, I stated, that the old Indian Chiefs and Sschems con- 
tinued fiiendly to ihe United States, and advised Uiewaniuurs 
not to join the Biitish stnndartl. or to lake any part in tlie cuu< 
test. These friendly Chiefs and Sachems, with the women nnil 
children, daily came to Detroit from the villages, in a star\*ing 
condition. Il had long been the custom, and 1 was ordered by 
the Goverument, as superinlendant of Indian afi'airs, on their 
visit to this post, to furnish them with provisions. At this timet 
1 directed, on account of the deficiency of meal, that Hour alone 
should be issued, which they prefeiTed. Every effort was made 
to prevent these visits, and no more provisions were issued to 
them, than was necessary to preserve Hfe. 

Perhaps it may be asked by those unacquainted with my Kitu> 
ation, and the practice of armies, why so many more cations 
were daily issued, than the number uf effective men, which 
composed the army? I will give the true answer to an enquiry 
of this kind. 

It will appear by the foregoing memoirs, that the officers and 
soldiers from Michillamackinack had arrived at Detroit, prisou- 
ers on parole, and they had no other means of subsistence, but 
to tecrive rations. 

It likewise appears, that a large number of old Indian Chiefs 
and Sachems, daily visited our camp, and were fed from ijie pub- 
lic stores by order of the Government, as I before stated. 
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^- It was now the midrll? of Auguar, and a Urge number offtick 
4reretO be provufed for, and iheru bf'mgn« medical stores it waa 
[ Mccssary to issue meat and tlour, for their nabBistenco. 

' A namber of women, are attached to all armies, and it is a 
leneral custom to fumisli them with provisions. All the officers 
c entitled (o extra rations, from twelve to two. All the quaj- 
r-maslent' department, such as waggoners, pack-horsemen, 
tslmeii, &c. are en(itle<f to rations. 1 think this statement will 
jUisfy any en(|uiries on thi* subject. 

p* Although every possible effort wns made by tlie administration 
prove, that the state of the provisions, was no reason for the 
t'CIpitulatian ; yet, on a careful examination of all (he evidcncfl 
m n)y trial, t can find nolliing which ou^it to have any weight 
in any degree to controul, or vary the statement, here made. 
It has been said by Cols. M'Arthur anil Cas^, anci other wit' 
nesMH, that they never heard any complaints of the wsntof pro- 

I'Viaion. Brevet-Major Whistler is the only witness, who has 
^ven any testimony on this sutqi^et worthy of notice. 
¥ Hia testimony is in the words following : " I went, some days 
Before the army re-cros«ed, wilh a Mr. Beard, the deputy con- 
■ractor. to a store which held the provisions of ilie army, and 
iJKw, and helped to count belwebu 2 and 300 barrels of flour, 18 
iarrels of pork, ami 16 or 17 barrels of salt beef." From this 
testimony of the Brevet Major, it is impossible to determine, the 
quantity, if any, which was in the store on the 16th of August 
And for this conclusive reason, that he does not ascertain the 
flay, that he was in the store, and it is impossible to ascertain it, 
from any thing he said. He said, " some days before the nrmy 
re-crossed the river." It might have been three or four days be- 
fore, or it might have been fifteen or twenty. It is unfortunate 
T tne, that he did not recollect the day, because had it been 
Wy three or four days before the army re-croBsed the river, the 
itity, by his testimony, would not have been so great, as it 
Ippean to be by the returns of (he deputy contractor. This 
n easily be ascertained and reduced to mathematical demon- 
■tration, from the data here given. 

I feel confident, that I am not blinded by prejudice, in be* 

lieving, that every person, who will ntod this statement, and the 

evidence, by which it is proved to be true, will be satisfied, that 

I itate of the Provisions in ths store, and the impossibility of 
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test ol' liis <;xamiDatiiiii. 1 rejoice, however, to learn by the 
public prints that lie will soon return, and have an opportunitj' 
of repelHnu any charges, which he may believe unwarranted by 
the evidence in my possession- No one of you can fae more 
ready than myseU to receive, and give due weij^ht to any expla- 
nations which he may wish to make. Bui. fellow citizens, should 
he avoid such explanations on (he ground that the decision of the 
Court Martial of which he was President, is conclusive. I shall, 
with the utmost conBdtnce appeal to my countrymen for a re- 
visiun of the sentence of that tribunal ; knowing thai in you I 
shall have candid, just, intelligent, and dUintertslfd judges, m 
whose hands the honour of the innocent anil the injured must 
always be snfe. 

I shall now proceed to produce documents to show, the man- 
ner in which he discharged the duties of his high office in rela- 
tion to the detachment of the army entrusted to my ctimmand. 
In the first place, 1 will obecrvc, thut during the whole cam- 
paign, 1 nevei received a single letter from him. 

In the next place I shall prove, that early in the campaign, he 
was ordered by (he guvernnicnt, to place the troops under hia 
immediate command, in stations suitable for (he invasion of Up- 
{ler Canada; and that when I commenced iiffi^nsiTe operations 
against thai province, he was likewise commanded to co-operate 
wilh me in those operations. 

In the next place I shall prove, that in viiilaliun of (he orders 
of the government, he never made any co -operations, at the time 
here referred to, although he had at his disposal, a sufficieBt 
force for the purpose. 

I shall then show, that without any instructions from tlie gov- 
ernment. and without any justifiable cause for the measure, he 
agreed with Sjr George Frevost, the commander-in-chief of the 
armies in Canada, to an armistice, or suspension of hostilities, 
iu which the amiy I commanded was not included ; and by that 
means, left it in the power of tlie enemy to march his whole 
force with the most perfect safety to his other (wats, to the point* 
where I had commenced offensive operations 1 shall further 
show, that he was constantly informed uf my situation, and must 
have known, if he had &nj knowledge of his duty, that tlie meas- 
ores he adapted, iu tlic nature of things, must have occasioned 
tJie destruction of my army. And 1 shall further ahow, that in 
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CODSequCDCe of IhU armistice, oi- ccasftlion of liostilities, that 
General Brock, (he acting Governour and CDmniniiikT -in-chief of 
Cpper Canada, marched with all the furces of liia pnivince, and 
re-enforcement B from Montreal to the elation at Maiden. 

Asearljas tlie 2(jth of June, 1812, ten daya before the armj 
I commanded arrived at Detroit, the Secretary of War, in a. 
letter to General Dearborn says, " It is allogetlier uncertain 
what time General Hull may deem it expedient to commence 
oRensive operations. The preparations, (meaning General 
Dearborn's preparations) it is presumed, will be made, to move 
in a direction for Niagara, Kingston and Montreal." [Record- 
ed Vol. 5lh, p. 458.] This shows, that a few days after the 
declaration of war. and while I was on my march, through the 
wilderness, that it was not only the intention of the government, 
that I should commence offensive operations from DetroKaguinst 
ITpper Canada, but likewise, that General Dearborn should make 
preparations to co-nperale with me, as the troops were to move 
■□ & direction for Niagara, &C' lu the Secretary's letter to the 
same, dated the 9th of July, he says, "You will oi-der all the 
recruits not otherwise disposed of, to Albany, or some otlier sla- 
tioDB on Lake Champlain, to be organized for the invasion of 
Canada."' [Vol. 6lh, p I&, 16. Records of the War Office.] 
This shows as early as ihe !)lh of July, the object of the admin- 
istration, was the invasion of Canada. 

On the 2Uth of July, the Secretary wrote to General Dear- 
born as follows : " I have been in daily expectation of hearing 
from General Hull, who probably arrived at Detroit on the 8th 
inst. The first intelligence received from him will be commu- 
nicated to you ; enclosed is a copy of his last orders ; you will 
make such arransments with Guvernour Thompkins, as will 
place the militia detached by him for Niagara, and the other 
posts on the Lakes under your contruul : and there should be a 
communication, and, if practicable, a co operation, throughout 
the whole frontier." [Vol. 6, p. 35.] By this letter, the mili- 
tia of New Vork were placed under General Dearborn's con- 
troul, and he was directed to communicate, and co-operate with 
the other forces on the frontier. General Dearborn could not 
hive misuodei-slood (his order, because there were at that time 
no other forces on the frontier but those under my command, 
ftOd the orders which are alluded to, in the letter enclosed to 
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him, were the orders to tne to commence offensive operations 
agotDSt Canada. 

On the 1st of August, the Secretary wrote to General Dear- 
born the followmg letter. " Enclosed herewith, you will receive 
a copy of a letter, from Brigadier General Hull, of July 19, by 
express. Vou ivill make a diversion in his favour at TS'iagara, 
and at Kingston, as soon as may be practicable, and by such op- 
perations as may be within your controul. " [Vol. 6, p. 199.3 
Here he wa^ positively ordered to make a diversiou at Niagaia* 
and Kingston, as soon as was practicable ; and by such opera- 
tions, as were within his controul. It may here be observed, 
that he was the senior olFicer of ihe army, and all ihc troops 
raised for the invosinn of Canada werp subject to his immediate 
controul, excepting the few Ohio mililia, and the 4tli United 
States regiment under my command, and by his rank, he would 
have commitHded them, if he had obeyed his orders, in making 
diversions in the enemy's country, and co-operating with them. 

In a number of other letters to General Dearborn from the 
Sodtetary, lie was instructed to make diversions, and co-operate 
with my army : to prevent being tedious, I will extract the sub- 
stancv of tliem, with a reference to the record of them in the 
TVar Office. In one, the Secretary informs General Dearborn 
that the last letter from General Hull was dated the '^Sth of 
July, and that reports had been received that the militia order- 
«d by Governour Meigs of Ohio, to secure the road for conveying 
provisions to Detroit, had halted at the Miami of the lake, in 
consequence of a collection of Indians in their front He fur- 
ther infonned him, that every thing indicated the necessity of 
early and effective cooperation at Niagara, and the posts below. 
CVol. 6, p. 89.] 

Indeed all my letters to the Secretary of War, giving an ac- 
count of my situation, and the necessity of co-operation, were 
enclosed by him to Geneml Dearborn, for his information. [See 
Vol. 6, p. 6B,] The others I will not notice ; they may be found 
on record. 

In order to make it still lyre apparent, that General Dear- 
bom knew perfectly my situation, and was ordered to adopt 
measures for my support and assistance. I will give extracts of 
letters from the Wccretnry of War to me, on (hat subject. In 
his letter of the *Gth of July, he says, "General Dearborn will 
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be apprized of jour situation^ and directed to keep up a corres- 
pondence with jou, and to take measures to afford the necessary 
support." [Vol. 69 p. 126.] In another letter to me of the 1st 
of August, he says, **0n the *i6th of July, jour letters of the 
7th and lOih were enclosed to General Dearborn, with a copy 
of mine of the 26th, accompanied with a request, that he would 
make a diversion in jour favour. Bj the mail of this evening, 
yimrs of the 29th is enclosed to him, with an instruction to make 
a dtversion at Niagara and Kingston, as soon as practicable." 
[Vol. 6, p. 127, 8.] 

Thus it appears, bj a number of official letters from the Sec- 
j^etarj of the department of war, to General Dearborn, from the 

/86th of June, 1812, to the 1st of August, and from official let- 

/ ters from the Secretarj to me, that during that time, he was 
constantlj apprized of mj situation, and ordered bj the govern- 
ment, not onlj to make diversions against the enem j, but to co- 
operate with me in the invasion of Canada. And it will like- 
iwise appear bj a letter to me from the Secretarj of War, which 

1 1 shall hereafter have occasion to mention more particularl \ on 
another subject, that the force at Niagara was twentj-four hun- 
dred. It is in these words, ^^ Orders have been given fo Gen- 
eral Dearborn, to attack the enemj's posts at Niagara and 
Kingston, as soon as may be practicable. Our force at Niagara, 
according to General Dearborn's account, will amount to twen- 
tj-four hundred ; and he will notifj jou of such movements and 
operations as he maj order. It is indispensablj necessarj that 
a communication should be kept up between jou and the com- 
mandant, at Niagara." — [Vol. 6, p. 128, 129.] 

Notwithstanding the forces which were collected on the Nia- 
gara river, notwithstanding the militia of the^State of New 
Tork, and all the recruits of the armj, in the northern section 
'^the countrj, were at his disposal, and notwithstanding the in- 
ktmctions, he had received from the government, not a single 
,Wn, crossed the Niagara river, from the time he received those 

i instructions, from the latter part of June, to the 8th of August, 
when he agreed to an armistice, or suspension of hostilities, ia 
which the armj I commanded was not included. This measure 
and the effect it had on mj situation, will be the subject of mj 
next number. 
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No. XXII. 

It is a enbject of regret to me, tliat in this memoir, I catmot 
preseuf to you a certified copy from the records of llie war of- 
fice, of the original armistice or agreement between Sir George 
Prevost and General Dearborn, for a suspeoaiun of hostilities on 
the Niagara frontier ; I am happy at the same time that I have 
it in my power, to furnish a satisfactory reason, why it is not 
presented, and to offer other docutueots, to prove its existence 
and contents. The following ib a copy of a letter, frmn the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Calhoun. 

fFar Depanmmty 25fh Jiiig. 1823. 

SIR —Conformably to your request, I have had copies made 
of all the correspondence, between this deparlmsnt, and your- 
self; likewise Uie correspondence with General Dearborn, Gov- 
ernour Meigs, and Governour Scott, as far as the same can be 
had from the records and files of this office, and now transmit 
them to yoQ. The copy of the armistice to which you refer, 
cannot be found on file, in this department. 
I am, &c- 
(Signed.) J. C. CALHOUN. 

Gen. Wm. Hull, Newton, Mass. 

After rcceivinj; this letter, I applied to Governour Eustis, who 
was at that time Secretary of the War Department, and he in- 
formed me, that it was received at the war office, and placed on 
the files of the Department. How a pi-blic document of so much 
consequence :ouId be lost, ap)iears in some degree mysterious. 
I shall however make no other comment on it, than to observe, 
that the high standing and character of Mr. Calhoun, and his 
prompt and honourable conduct, in furnishing me, with the 
other testimony, which I requested, and which his predecessor 
General Armstrong, had neglected to furnish, or even notice 
any application, forbids the most distant suspicion, of any un- 
fair, or improper management on his part. General Aimstrong 
was the immediate successor of Guvernour Eustis, who ileclitreB 
it was left on file in the oflicei and had the custody of the pub~ 
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papers uf the deparnneDt. The t'ollowing is a cop^ of the 
Ictlep to Gcueral Arnistroag, which was put into the Post Office 
ID BoetoD. 

A'eutfou, (Mags.) May lOlA, 1B14. 
SIR, — Having been ofBciallj inritrmcd, by the Adjutout Gen- 
oral, of the regull cif the Court Martial by which I have been 
^^_ tricil, and feeling it s duty, which I nwe to my country, tny 
^^V fumily, and myself, lo publish the pn)ce«ding8 of my trial. 1 r»- 
^^B<^UGst as soon as possible, a copy of the same from the War Dfr- 
^^H^^rttnent; which request is warranted by the 9Uth article of ths 
^^Kffulea and articlee of war. 
^H I 

^V (Sigmd) WILLIAM HULL. 

^■Hon. Joi 



KG. Secretary of War,? 
Washington City. j 
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This armistice had so fatal a bearing on my situation, that I 
must be excused, for disclosing every circumstance which liad 
Uy relation to it. 

To prove that this agreement was made between Sir Geoi 
'revost and General Dearborn, I will in the Grsi place presefit J 
;opy of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Dear- 
copied from the records of the war office. — [Vol. 6th, ' 
;pilge200.] 

Itxtr Department, August 15IA, 1812. 
SIR,— Yourletterof the 8th, with that of ihe 9th inst. enclos- 
ing a letter from Sir George Prevost, addressed In ynu, has been 
received. A letter addressed to the Secretary of State, cover- 
ing a dispatch for Mr. Baker, lat* Secretary of legation of H» 
Brittanic Majesty, from Sir George Prevost. has Ato been re- 
ceived, and the dispatch has been delivered to Mr. Baker. 
■ No communication having been made to this government, by 
Wr. Baker, 1 am lommanded by tlio Presulent to inform you, that 
:ftcre doe» out appear to him any juntifinbie cause to vary or 
desist from ihe arrangements, which are In operation; and I am 
farther commanded to instrucl you, that from and after the re- - 
Ceiptoflhis letter, and allowing a reasonable time, ia which 
ill inform Sir George Prevost lher<.-of. you will proceed 
th the utmost vigour in your operatiims. Huw far the plan, 
[Ij suggested bj yon of attacking Miagara, Kingston, 
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and Montrenl, at the same time can be rendered practicable, 
you can best judjre. Presuming that not more than a feint, (if 
tbat sliuuld be deemed expedient) witli the Imnpa on lakeCham- 
pUiii. aided by vulutiteerB and militia* can be Jnimeiliately ef- 
fected, against Muntreal, and consiileriii); the ui^ney of a di- 
version in favour of General Hull, under the circumstances at- 
tending his situation, the President thinks it proper, that not a 
moment should be lost in gaining posse^sinn of the British posts 
at Niagara and Kings:on, or at least the former, and procet^ding 
in co-operation with General Hull in securing Upper Canada. 
It is espected, that the force aasembled at those places, particu- 
larly at Niagara, will be such as to Justify your immediate or- 
ders fur an attack, or if this should not be the catie, that the 
measures you have taken for rendering it such, will prevent any 
material delay. You will of course communicate your views tQ 
Generol Hull, and direct Ihc commanding officer at Niagara, to 
be particular in giving him every information which can l»e use- 
ful." 

Before I proceed to make any comments on this letter. I will 
transcribe another addressed to me by the Secretary of 
giving me the information. 

If'ar Deparimcnl, ^ u glial SOtli, 101: 

"SI I, — General Dearborn has communicated to this depart- 
ment, un arrangement by which ii was agreed between him aiid 
Sir George PrevosI, that offensive operations should be suspend- 
ed until the detorminalion of the government should be made 
known to him, on certain information prestivittl by General 
Dearborn to be contained in a dispatch, transmitted by Sir 
George Prevost to Mr. Baker, late S.-cretary of legation to His 
Brittanic Majesty in this city. It further appears by General 
Dearborn's letter, that he made known, and proposed to your 
concurrence, in said agreement, so fur as your orders, and n» 
circu in stances might permit. 

I am now instructed hy the President to inform you that no 
communication, such as was mtpposeil by General Dearborn 
miglil have been transmitted, has been made to this government, 
by Mr. Baker, or by any authorized agent of the British govern- 
ment, which will justify a delay, or susnension of any military 
operations, ofwhith General Dearbornlias been duly informed. 
fa am therct'ore, tob ihill hate enicred into apj gtipaUtwft 
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ling a euepenaion of offensive operationi, with the officer 
cominaiiding th? forces of His Briftanic Majesty in your vicini- 
ty, you will conceive it to be made kuown to him, that such 
stipulation, is, afler iluu notice, to cease and determine, and 
^ou will proceed in tiie same manner as if no such agreement 
lutd been entered into." — See vol. G, p. 128, 129. 

In the close of the Utter, I am informed that General Dear- 
ordered to attack the enemy's posts at Niagara and 

ingston. that 2400 men were nt Niagara, that he was ordered 
to niilify me of his movements, &c. which haa been cited in a 
former memoir. 

As I before observed. 1 never received a letter from General 
Dearborn during the campaign; and it appears by the letter 
here lecited, that it was twelve days after the armistice waa 
agreed tn, before the administration wrote to me from Washing- 

tioa, giving me information of it. 
f This letter 1 never received, and the copy I have here pre- 
sented has been obtained from the recoids of the War Office, 
tndeed, the first information I received, that General Dearborn 
had established a peace on the Niagara frontier was from Gen- 
eral Brock, immediately after the capitulation was slgned- 
Neither the administration nor General Dearborn ever gave me 
any information of it, which was received.- Thus it appears, 
that by the neglect of the General, and thp delay of the admin- 
iitration, I was kept in ignorance of a measure which so mater- 
l ially effected my situation and had no knowledge of it until 
\ General Brock had time sulBcicnt to collect and march all the 
'jgrcca of the province against me. 

Before I close this number, I will observe, that from doco- 
ntentft here produced. I do presume you will be as well satis- 
fied of the following facts as if a copy of the agreement had been 
produced ; viz. that it was entered into as early as the 8th of 
August, and that it provided for a suspension of hostilities, on 
tiie frontiers of Canada, in which tlie army I commanded waa 
not included. 
Having thus proved, what were the orders of the government to 
General Dearborn, and the measures he adopted ; in my next 
number, after making some general observations, I sliall consid> 
cr the effect they had on my situation. 
12 
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Bv the letter of the Secretary of War to General Dearbors, 
referred t« in ihe last number, it appears, thai the agreement 
be liail inatic with Sir George Prevost. for a tiuspennion iiF hoB- 
tiliiies, Wis entirelj disapproved bj the Pn-Kiilent, and he was 
commanded to cause it to cease, after due notice. It is impos- 
sible to account for the motives which indured him to adopt the 
measure. All my letters s'ating my situation in the enemy's 
country, had been sent to him by the t^ecreta^y of War He 
knew that the lake was fhut against me; and, by the Secretary's 
letter, he was inf rmed. that a body of Indians had assembled 
on the road 1 had opened through the vilderpess, and had stop- 
ped a company of Ohio militia, at the Miami, whicti was escnrl- 
ing provisions to Detroit) for the support of my army. lie knew 
by the same lette-s, sent to him by the Secretary of War. ihat 
Michillimackanack had fallen; that the savages had joined llie 
British standard, and all the northern and western tribes wt-re 
inarching in hostile (irray against me. Under these circuinittaii- 
ces, Ifhis own military experience, and knowledge did not 
teach him his duty, viz. the necessity of co operstioti with the 
forces under my command, he had before him the positive or- 
ders of the government. After making this agreement, il be- 
came impossible for him, during its continuance, to have obtved 
the orders of his government, in making diversions and co.oper- 
ations, without a violation of the faith he liad plc'ged. Had he 
the power, by his commission, to make an agreement which 
would render him incapable of obeying the orders of ihos^ frota 
whom he received his authority f I ask, then, Ly what authority 
did he make this arroislice ? Ii was not by the authority of th« 
government, because, in my former numbers, I have cted the 
letter of the government, by which the measure was disappruv- 
ed. in the most pomled InnguaEe- Rut suppose, by his .com- 
mission as the senior Major (.'cneral in the army, a discr- tioiia- 
ry power was vested in him to make an armistice; did he ia 
this instance, exercise lhat pttwer properly, by agreeing ti> a 
measure, which totally disijualified him from carrying into effect 
theordersof bis jjuveminent? 1 ask you, then, my fellow ciU- 
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tens, on what pounds this measure can be justified f If it cau- 
nut lie juslifiud on militftrj principles, permit me again to a§k 
jruu, what motives could hdve induced liim to have adopted hi 
I will not even auk (he question, whether it «as to shield him- 
self from personal danger, in attacking the enemy's posr^, and 
co-operating with the forces under my command. I have too 
often witnessed his bravery, during the war of the revolution, t» 
make a suggestion of the kind. 

Was it the fear that the forces under my command, having 
first made the invusion of I'pper Canada would have shared' 
some part of the glory, in the event ufcotKiuesl? 
y^hen he was coininanded by the administration to concentrate 
Aiis forces at Niagara, and co-u|ieraie wilh me, and only make 
jfa feint againt Montreal, why did he direct the principal pait of 
/i them to Plalt-burg and Hurlin^ton, on Inke Champlaio r He 
,' muRt have foreseen, that by agreeing to the suspension of hos- 
tiliiies, in the manner lie did, tbe whole force of the enemy 
would be removed for the defence of that part of the pruvincc 
which was invaded. Thi" he must have perceived, unless h« 
bad become giddy by his elevation, and could not discern his 
duty. It is possible, that it was not his expectation that tho 
goverament would approve of the measure, and would have or- 
dered it to have ceased, aftir giving due notice ; and in such an 
event, before the enemy's force could have returned to Mon- 
treal, he might have advanced hJn forces from Plattsburg and 
Burlington, and taken possession of that capital. In such a 
case he undoubtedly supposed all the glory would be his own, 
uid that such an achievement would have more than compensat- 
for tlie sacrifice nf my army. 

If he were not influenced by any of the molivei which have 
here suggested, let me ask you, whether they were not the 
Wme, which induced him, in publishing a narrative of the battle 
of Bunker Uill, to open the tomb, and violate the ashes of the 
brave General Putnam, more than twenty years after he had 
rested from his patriotic labours f — a chief whose name alone 
was a host at the commencement of our revolution, and whose 
gallant deeds, are identified with the glory of our country. 
Putnam was then a general and Dearborn was a captitin. 

If he were capable of making representations intended to 
bliet the laurels, wtiich had w long flourished around the tomb, 
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of this brave commantler, iloes it not in some measure accoao^ 
for hi<i motives, in attempting to rob me of the little fame, I had 
acquired in following the standard of the illnstrious Washing- 
ton, during the war of otir revolution. Every man etiga^*^ in 
that memorable battle is entitled to g:lory ; and had General 
Dearborn been contented with the share to which his rank and 
conduct entitled him, no one would have been so ufagcneroiu 
twenty rears after his death, as to lisve opened Am tonibi violat- 
ed Ais ashes, or attempted to blast even the lu^ig f^ a laitrel, 
which might have been found, girowing around it 

He must have Lnown when he agreed tu the armistice, that a 
Terr considerable time must elapse, even, if the government dia- 
approved uf it, before its operation would have ceased. The 
despatches must have travdied fnim his Head Quarters, to 
Washington, and from Waahirig:lonback to Albany; he then must 
have given notice to Sir George Ptevost at Quebec or Montreal, 
anil have waited a reasonable time for this notice to have arriv- 
ed. As the division of the army I commanded had no partici- 
pation in the measure, he well knew the advantages he thereby 
gave the enemy in concentrating his whole force lo the scene 
of my operations — he knew that during this period, it wooiil not 
be necessary for the enemy lo retain a single effective man at 
any of the stations, on tite Niagara river, Kingston, Montreal, 
or any of the posts, in the eastern part of the province. — He 
well knew, that the whole force of the British army, in that sec- 
lion of territory, the militia of the Canadae, and the savages of 
tlie wilderness mi^t be employed in opposing the offensive oper- 
ations, I had commenced, and at that inoroent was engaged in 
prosecuting. He was perfectly acquainted b«>th with my situa- 
tion, and the situation of the enemy; that 1 was surrounded ou 
all sides, and had no communication with my country; tliat by 
the command of lake Erie, and being in the possession of armed 
ship, transports, and boats, all tSie troops fn>m furt Erie, fort 
George, with nil the militia uf that part of the province, migh.. 
with the greatest facility, have been moved to any point, where 
their services were most necessary. — That two or three days 
would only have been required, to have transported them to 
Maiden, or any part of thi; Detroit river — that by the command 
of lake Ontario the forces from Kingston, York, and that part <}f 
dte province, with the same facility and despatch, mi^t have 



been removed (o the west part of the lake, and uiarclu'd to the 
Mmc point — all these niUauta^ea, GeueraO) car born iiiuet have 
well known, would be eivcn to the enemy, when he signed this 
agri-emenU for the suspension of hostilities. 

In ibe course of these nicmoirN. I ^hall show, ihal all Iheaa 
advanUges were made use or; nnd in consi quence ol ihib iues> 
■ure. which was unaulhurized and disapproved lij the govern* 
ncnt, the plan of titi; llritish commander succeciled according to 
the expectation, which was nnticipalcd. 

The measure I am now considering, mj fellow ciltzent, had 
nch an effect on my situation, (hat no apolug_v. I presume %.il\ 
be necesfiarj. for asking jour very pari icular attention to all the 
circumstances, attending it — It will be recollected from th« 
copy of the letter of the Secretary of war, that he hsid leceived 
General Dearborn's of the 8tb nnil 9th of August, communicat- 
ing information of the suspension of hoslililtia. and the cause of 
it. Colonel Haynes, the ailju la nl -general of ihe army com 
mantled by Sir George Prcvoiit, was the officer appoinied and 
snthori'Md on his part to make this negotiation. — lie must have 
ed at the head '(quarters of General Dearborn as early as ilie 
6th or *th of August ; — consequently he must have left Montreal, 
early as the first of August, the distance being about twa 
hundred and forty miles — Sir George Prevoht, calculating on the 
lucceas of this measure, no doubt gave General Brock immediate 
information respecting it, as soon, a& Colonel Baynes commenc- 
ed his journey, with directions to proceed with all the farces, to 
Maiden — In addition to thif. Major General Sheafe, marched 
with ihe forces from Montreal to Kingston, where a great part 
of them embarked, passed to the west part of Lake Ontario, 
there landed, marched to the relief of Maiden, collecting the 
I militia and i^atages on their march. 

Thus it appears, that eight or nine days before the agreement 

was actually signed, all the British forces were put in molian, 

and concentrating to the only point where the invasion of the 

Upper Province had been made, and these arrangements must 

liave been made on the presumpiion that Colonel Baynes would 

obtain a suspension of hostilities. 

^^- The Inquiry now becomes important. What Information had 

^^■jOeneral Dearborn received by llie Adjutant-General, which 

^^K«iild huve niforded even a shadow of colour lor the measures he '' 
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adopted ? This inform&tion was coinmmiicated by tiini] to thr 
§ecreiarj of \\ ar, ^d in the Secretary's letter to nie, has been 
recited in the furmer number ; and it 14 ho importaat it bhould 
be perfectly understood, that 1 will here again repeat the Bub- 
itaace nf it — He ?ays, that General Dearborn has comrounicated 
ait a rra II foment, by which it was agreed between him and Sir 
George Prevu^t, that uHensive operations should be suspendedt 
uniil (lie deterniinationof the government should be made known 
to him, on certain information, prtin/mcd by General Uterbam, 
to be eonlained in a ilisjmteh iTentumilleU by Sir George Prtvoit, 
to Mr. tiaktr late Secretary of Legation lo hit Britlanic Mm- 
jetly in this city. 

The Secrelarv, further says that lie was further instructed by 
thi' President (o inform me, that no commtinicalion, auch as was 
supposed by General Dearbom, might have bem trammitted, hat 
been mnile to this government- This letter, whtch was presumed 
to contain the information, was not addressed to General Dear- 
born, but lo Mr. Baker, at Washington, and he had no otlter 
grounds for consenting to a suspension of hostilities, than a bare 
presumption, that it might contain something which might ren- 
der such a measure proper. The grounds even of this presump- 
tion couli have been nothing more, than his conversation with 
the Adjutant-tieneral, and the sight of this sealed despatch to 
Mr. Baker, which he was reijuested to send to the Secretary of 
Slatr, to be delivered according to his discretion. I now ask 
yoii to imagine a reason, why he did not wait for the orders of 
ihe govcniment, before he made an agreement, which was so 
important in its consequences f 

In my next number 1 shall consider the efiect, which it bait 
on my situation. 
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The motives of Sir George Prevost, in sending his Adjutant- 
General to the head-quarters of General Dearborn, at this time, 
T think, must be evident Irom the atatement of facts in the pr*- 




95 

I tedin;; numbers, and from considerations, which I shall now of- ■ 
f ler. At this time, no part of the eoemy's country was invaded, 
I- excepting hj the forces from Detroit, under my comm&nd. To 
I Tepel this invasion, must have been a desirable abject of lh« | 
I commanderin-chief of the British armv. He could not with- \ 
L draw his forces from the east pan of Upper Canada, consistently 
with the safety of his posts, at Fort Erie, Fort George, Kingston 
and Montreal, because he v»ell knew General Dearborn had col- 
lected, and was collectiug troops, oppuHile to those stations. ' 
He therefore found it necessary to deviBe some plan, by which ' 
his troops, on those stutinns might be wlthdrawntand em|iloyed 
under the command of General Brock, fur the support of Mai- 
den, and the protection of the part of the province invaded, and 
in a manner consistently with the safety of the posts which have 
bscn mentioned. The stratagem, which has here been describ- 
ed, was formed by the enemy, and assented to by General Deai> 
born, and its success was complete. He was induced to enter 
into an agreement that his troops should only act on the defen- 
sive, at those stations, from which General Brock wished to 
withdraw his troops, and indeed which extended to the whole 
frontier, excepting where the invasion was made. 

In pursuance of this plan, all the forces were withdraivn from 
the stations I have mentioned, excepting a few invalid snldierft 
to lake care of the fortifications, cannon. &c. These forceg, 
with the militia of the province, and all the savages which could 
be collected, were immediately transported by water, over tin 
lakes to Maiden and Sandwich, under the command of GeneM 
Brock, as re -enforcements to the enemy's army at those stations. , 
General Brock arrived at Maiden on the I4th of August, during I 
the suspension of hostilities below, and on (lie 15th marched to | 
Sandwich opposite to Detroit, from which place I had retreared, 
for the reasons staled in the former numbers of these memoirs. 
About 12 o'clock on the 15fh, 1 received a letter friim General 
Brock, by Lieut- Colonel McDonnell, and Major Gregg, of die 
I British army, who came under the sanction of a flag of truce- 

F " ffetvl Quarters, Sandwich, .iiigiitl 15, 1812. 

Sir — The force at my disposal authorizes me to reijuire of 
jou the immediate surrender of Fort Detroit ; it is far from my 
inclination to join in s war of eilennination ; but you matt ba 
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aware that the uunierouE body of Inilians, who have attached 
themselves to my iruops. will be beyond ray controul the moment 
the contest commences; you will find me disposed to enter into 
such conditions as will ^tisfy the must scrupulous sense of 
honour. Lieut. -Colonel Mcnonnell and Major Gregg, are fully 
authorizt^d to conclude any arrangement that may prevent the 
unnecessary eS'usion of blood. I have the honour to be your 
obedient servant. 

[His Excellency, Brigadier General Hull, commanding at 
Fort Detroit. 

Signed I^AAC BROCK, Major General, 

•ommanding liis Brittanic Majesty's fortes, Upper Canada." 

To this letter, I immediately returned tlie following answer. 

"Head ^arUrs, Detroit, jlupitt 15, 1812. 
Sir — I have no other reply tu make, than to inform you that 
I am prepared to meet any force which may be at your disposal, 
and any consequences which may result from an eiertion of it, 
yuu muy thinic proper to make. I am, &c. 

Hi!. Eiceltency, Major General Brock, commanding Ms Brit- 
tanic Majesty's forces, Sandwich, Upper Canada. 

Signed WILLIAM HULL, Brig.-GcuetaJ, 

commanding the North Western army of Uie United States," 

This letter was the first information that I received of the ar- 
ilVal of General Brock, with the forces from Forf Erie, Fort 
George, and the otiier stations on the east part of Upper Cana- 
da. Indeed it was hardly possible for me lo have received the 
information, as he came by water with his re-enforcements, and 
had the exclusive command of the lake. 

By my former numbers, It appears, that before I recrossed the 
river, I had received letters from Generals Hall and Porter, 
who commanded the American forces on the Niagara river, that 
the llritish forces had moved from their stations on that river^ 
and the east part of llie pr<;vince, and wtrc passing over lakes 
Erie and Ontario, towards Maiden. In those numbers, 1 like- 
wise stated how mysterious this information was- The arrival ' 
of General Brock, with the forces, still added to the mystery. 
; will be remembered, that I had received no information from 
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Gceeral Detrbom, or Troni any other (guartn of Die suspeusioa 
of hnstiUlitB ; and I knew lli&t a Urge Ammcan force lad aB- 
iembled, and was assembling on the Niagara river, ilirpctlj op- 
posite to tl>e Britisb posts. It was likewise well known to me, 
that llmt part of the province was of mucli more impiirtnnce to 
fte Britiah interest than Maiden, and the territory on the De- 
troit rirer and its vicinity. It appeared to me certain, that the 
British forces could not have been withdrawn from those slationc, 
without exposing thetn to an invasion, and to be taken poasei- 
gion of by General Dearborn's forces on the Niagara river, di- . 
rectly opposite to them, and only separateil by the river. I aifc 
yoii. my fellow citizens to reflect on my situation, and con- I 
aider for a moment, the emkarrassmentB at this time occasioned 
to my army. 

General Brock was not only the Major General of the array^ 
but the Acting Govcrnuur of the province. Could i have be- 
lieved that the Govemour of the province would have left, tha 
Oioet important part of it, without the means of ilefeoce, expoi- I 
ed in the manner I have staled, and liable to be invaded, and | 
possessed by the American forces ? Such an event would haw * 
been the most disastrous of any which could have happened (o 
him. By possessin^r botli sides of the Niagara river, we shoald f 
have commanded the water communication to Maiden, and tha / 
whole country above, which was the only comniunicatiun oil ' 
which that pent, St. Joseph's on lake Huron, and indeed the 
whole North West Company depended lor supplies. Had we 
therefore taken possession of Fort Erie, Fort Geoi^e, and the 
Other posts on the Niagara river, their communication wooTd 
have been obstructed, and they must have perished for the want 
of the means of subsistence- I again ask, on what grounds X 1 
Gonld have possibly conceJved, that General Brock had left thst I 
vital part of his province, and drawn his troops from situational 
on whose protection their very eiistence depended. Had K 
been possible for me to have imagined the case, which actually 
existed, that General Dearborn had agreed to a suspension of j 
hostilities, I should have believed it certain, that lie would liaT* 
stipulated, that all the troops, which were pai-ties to it, should | 
remain in the same situation, they were, at the time it was mad^ 
and expressly, that none bound by the armistice should be em^' 
ployed, against those which were not included in it. If he hrf.' 1 
IS 
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posseasec] auT knnwl<?dee of his (lu(j. lie wouM have Iinowti 
this tn have been thf- invariable practice tn similar cases. Rut 
in fact. I did not cvm ioiaeine. that it was possible a measure 
tufraiiglit with the certain destruction uf in; annj could have 
been adopted by him. 

Bm so it was. and almost all the enemyV most important 
posts were purrectly safe, when onlj gaanled bj a few invalids, 
to lake care of the barracks. &c. The Secretary of W ar. it 
will be Been by his letter referred to in a tbnner memoir, slated, 
that by General Dearbum's letter to him, the General had in- 
fotmed nie of the tnea-'ure, and had prnpased a similar one to 
my concurrence. If it were sent, it «nly reached me before the 
CB{iitulali»ti from (he mouths of General Hmck 'a cannon ; after 
that event, ho, (General Brock) informed me that it had taken 
place at Niagara, and all ihe other posts below were embraced 
in it Curhaps it may be asked, when I perceived the furces of 
the eneniyi of all descriptions concentrating and bearing upon 
mc from every ({uarter, why 1 did not retreat from Detroit, and 
■Bve luy army fniiu capture? as I wish to answer every in(|uiry, 
and. if pooaihle, remorc every doubt, with respect to the pro- 
priety of my conduct. I will here stale the reasons. To those 
who are uiiactfuainted with the utuatioB of the coan'ry. this 
would probably be a natural inqu'ry. lo the maioer in which 
these memoirs are pubttshcd, I cannot present a nup of the ci'un- 
Iry which was the scene cd' my operatioiw. Ifearii wUI br diffi- 
cult tu describe it in such a way that it will be perfectly under- 
stuml. I must ask you in this case to eiamine some generxl 
nap« of the country, fron Detnil to the foot «f the rapids o{ 
the .Miami ot lake Erie. The diataikce is about seventy milct. 
Thm only road Ihrougli which I coald have retreated, mns (tvm 
Detroit as far as Bruwiistown, on ihe banks of the Oetiwit mer, 
.aboMi tweoiy miles ; and Irtim Browniiown to the foot of the 
npwls. about fifty miles ; in some places on, aod in others near 
the bonlen of lake Erie. This road wss Tory difficult to paHi 
a great part of it being thn>a^ a wildertiesA, aikd h«l only been 
opened by my army, when advancing to Ortiwil. Its conrec, 
be arveniy miles being on the vatfjim U a uri|;aye river, and 
the Lake and General Brock with hts arwtj bciag opposite to 
Detnnt. with a number of anoed vctocta, gon-hoota. aniJ a «wf- 
fidesi number of SaU to Bon his troops «» the waier, wovM 
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fcave had luch an advantage in ultackme a retreating annjr, 
peciallj wiien aided by liis aumeruua tritKs of savages, ihatl 
then thought and I now think, that an atleinpl or the kind would 
have resulted in the total destruction of the army. With his 
boats, protected by his- armed veaaelfi and gun-boats, his troops 
might have been moved ud those smooth waters with the gri'ltest 
celerity, and landed in the fVoni, rear, or on the flank, and har* 
rassed' my march in such a manner that it would have been im- 
possible to have effected it ; besides we must have encountered 
th« difficulty of passing a numb r of rivers without boats, and 
over which there were no bridges. The only* places where some 
of these rivers could have been crossed, were near tlie navigk- 
fate waters commanded by the enemy's naval armament, and no 
boats could have been provided for the purpose. There would 
have t>een no other mi>de of effecting the passage, but by swim- 
ming or constructing mfls, in the face "f tlie enemy. Situated 
as [ was, after the arrival of General Brock with the re-enforce- 
menis, I think you must be saiiftfied, that nothing could have 
justiiied an attempt of this Wimi, especially when the nature of 
the countrv, and the character of the enemy, which would have ,' 
assailed my army during this lung march, is considered. Thc^ 
reasons which prevented me from retreating and taking a posiy 
tion at the M iami, immediately after recrossing the Detroit rivef, 
have been slated in a former number of these memoirs. I pr^- 
■ume this will be etUBidcred as a satisfactory answer to the in* 
quiry. ^ 

In my next number, I shall proceed to a consideration of my 
situation at Detroit on the 15lh of August, when I received 
General Brock's letter, and the position, and numbers uf the 
enemy; after wliich I shall stale the reasons which induced me 
to agree tu the capitulation on the 16th. Befure, however, I 
close this number, I must ask your indulgence, my fellow citi- 
zens, in making such observatlnns and reflections as will natu- 
rally arise from the facts and documents which have been pre- 
sented in the last numbers of these memoirs in relation to the 
Madact of General Dearborn. 

After considering the facts and evidence which has been ad- 
duced to prove them, I ask who has been guilty of the vile and 
base charges which have been iii>puted to me ? Who has been 
guilty of unufficer-like conduct!' If / had been in Genernl 
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DearborD'a sUuatioD, and Ae had been in mine, and / had re- 
ceived the same orders Crom the govcrnmeat which it has been 
proved he received, respecting the invasion of Canada, would 
you not have had a ri^t to have said that / had been guilty of 
uaofficer-liko conduct? If thus situated, /had received the 
Mme orders he repeatedly received, to make diversions in the 
enemy's country, to attack their posts and to co-operate uith 
him, I had not only neglected to obey these orders, but had 
agreed to a euspeiision of 1 ostililies fiom which his army was 
excluded, 1 ask you whether / could have complained of the 
vile < harf e of cowardice bein°: imputed to me f If further, /had 
agrrfd to a suspension of hostilities, in the manner and under 
the circumstances General Di;arl>orD did, whether it would net 
have afforded some colour to have supposed it was with treason- 
able views ^ 1 wish it lo be distinctly understood, that I im- 
pute not hi ni; criminal to hira. and have made these reflections 
with no othsr view but to exhibit in a strong light, that tliere 
was not the least foundation for criminal charges against me- 

For the present, I shall lake a farewell of him, and if Uie 
filets and documents which have been presented shall cause any 
unpleasant sensations in his mind, I regret tliat 1 can offer no 
balm to cure the stings and wounds which his own reflections 
must inflict. 

Before these memoirs are ended, he will again be introduced, 
aa President of the Court Martial before tyl fcw I was tried, and 
his conduct in that character will tje particularly examined. 

As you, my fellow citizens, are the legitimate and final Iri- 
bunat, if you are satisfied that the facta which have been here 
stated, are proved by the evidence which has been offered, and 
that the measures hi adopted were tite cause of (he misfortunes 
of the campaign, and the disasters which attended the army 1 
commanded, it is to be hoped, on account of his age, his respect- 
able connections, and his revolutionary services, your clemency 
will be exercised, and the punishment which would be justly 
due to such conduct will be remitted. 

For the same reasons here expressed recommending him to 
your mercy, in a former number, 1 i-tated, that it would have 
been a happy consideration, had it been in my power to have 
exhibited the truth in vindication of my own honour, without 
any impeachment of his character. 
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A KMOWLEDOB of the number, ami characUr of the enenif^ 
lbrc«s, at the time of the capitulatiua, and iikewiae of tht)»« 
der my cnminand, is so imporlaat in forming a curroct opi 
that 1 ahall ask yuur very particalar attealion to an ezamiDatii 
of both these lubjecie. 

Before I proceed (o off«r you the evideatf of them, it il a du- 
ty which I owe (o you, and to myself, to state particulurly tha 
nuons why this evidence was n»t presented to the Court Man 
t»l, and why it hn« not before been presented to you : and lik»* 
wiae. why it will not be in my power, even at this time, t* 
spread before you. the whole which existed In t^e case. 

The same causes have prevented me from giviDg a mure 
ute detail of the tranMctioiis and events uf the campaign . Tb» 
reasons are the unfortunate loss of my papers, both of a public 
wui private nature. A part of them were taken in the Cayahn^ 
packet, tlic particular circumstances of which have been related 
in my trial. 

After the capitulation. I left Detroit, a priaoner, not knowii^ 
my place of destination. One of ray daughters was with me« 
and expected in a few days to return to my residence in Massa- 
chusetts. As 1 should have no occasion for these papurs while 
a prisoner, I tliought il advisable, to pack tliem in trunks and 
commit tJiem to her care, to be carried to my home, at the place 
where I now reside. 

A sliurt time after, my daughter passed lake Erie la a Britiah 
ressel, Eind arriving near Buffalo in the evening, she was put mi 
akore at that place, with an assurance from the captain of the 
vemel, that her trunks &c. should be sent to her the noit mon»' 
ing. lu the course of that night, the vessel was attacked by a 
f«rty of our sailors, under the cvmmand uf Captain Rlliot, and 
in the contest was burnt. By this event, all these papers were 
desifxiyed. 

The most material nf these documents, were copies of all tiM 
orders I had issued to the army, from the day I took command 
«r it. to llie lime of the capitulation. All the returns and daily 
reports, which were made to me. The letters which f hnd re- 
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ceived from the Secretary of War, and the Governoars orOhi» 
anti K.eutuck^. (.Hpieg of ail the communicatioiis which 1 had 
made tu these officers and many others ; likewise a daily journal 
of the operations of ihe army, and the eventa which took place 
during the periud above mentioned; likewise the informalioD I 
had received of the numbers and movements of the enemy dur- 
ing the campaign. 

At my trial before the Court Martial, I had no other docu- ^ 
mentary evidence, excepting what the administration was will- 
ing to furnish from the records of the government. Some pa- 
pers which were necessary to exhibit a true stale of facta, could 
not be found nn the files and records of the public offices- After 
my trial, as I have before remarked, I applied for a copy of the 
proceedingti of the Court Martial, and all tlie documents relat- 
ing to the compaign, and could not obtain them. Lately, Mr. 
Calhoun, aa 1 have before slated, has furnished me with copies 
of all ilie documents which can be found in the War Office. 
Many very 'mportant papers now, which ought to be on the files 
and records of the government, cannot hn found ; even one of 
80 important a nature as the armistice, entered into by General 
Dearborn, cannot be obtained. This fact is certified by the 
present Secretary of War, in his letter to me, which has been 
published in a former number. My orders to the army, daily 
journal, reports, and letters, giving me accounts of the numbers 
and movements of the enemy, and many other impartaat doctH ' 
ments are irreparable losses. 

The destruction of this vessel is a subject of public notority, 
and were it necessary, the testimony of my daughter, and others 
who assisted in packing the papers, and who well knew the con- 
tents bf them, might be here added. I will not encumber these j 
numbers, at present, with this evidence. If the truth of theac | 
facts shall be doubted by any reader, the evidence shall be pub- r 
lished. I 

Some of the Adjutants preserved their orderly books, and I re- ^ 
quested the Judge Advocate to direct them, when they were \ 
summoned as witnesses, to produce tliem. They howevert j 
either forgot them, or did not incline to present them to the . 
Court. 

I will here recite the circumstances of another important doc- 
ument whidi 1 coald not obtain, at the time of my trial, whicb 
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B been' referred to id a former number, and t will c*py from 
way defence, the sutemeni and evidence which I offered to th»' 
} eourt martial, respecting it. 

" \ few days after I was appointed to the command nf th« 
North Western Armj. I presented another memorial lo ihft 
President, through the war department, in which I was explicit 
as to what might be expected from such a force as I was to lead; 
as to the necessity of re enforcenients ; of our commanding the 
lake; and, of a cu-operation in other quarters. 

*' My draft iif this memorial I hare lost, in the way I shttll 
bereufler explain. The existence of the original and lis gc 
ti porport, is proved by Mr. F.ustia, who in his an&wer lo the ' 
6th and 7th interrogations addressed to htm, says, *I huve a 
perfect recollection of your having presented the memorial re> 
ferred to in the interrogatory,' 'I recollect,' he adds, *yuQt 
attendance by appointment, at the War Office. The iiiemnrial 
or that partof it which related to the naval defence of lake Griei 
was referred or communicated, to the Secretary of the Navy, 
who was present. The brig Adams, which had been employed ' 
as a transport, under direction of the war department, became 
the subject of cnnversatiim. Whether she was (being then on 
the stocks repairing] actually transferred to the Navy Depart- 
ment, I do not distinctly recollect. If that was the case, the 
evidence is on record.' Yet this memorial, or a copy of it, I 
have never been able to obtain. 

"I have applied for it to the Secretary of War, ho referred 
me to the Secretary of the Navy ; the Secretary of the Nav 
Mr. Dallas, [who was then employed by the administration in 
the proaeculion against me ;] to him I applied, and hi: referred 
ne to the present Judge .\dvocale, who knows nothing of it. 
And finally when my trial commenced, I addressed a letter to j 
the President of the United States, requesting him to interfere j 
bis authority lo procure me a document, wiiich I considered so 
important in my defence. It was. air, ton much for me to have ^ 
eipccted an ar.swer from the President himself, ihough the t 
bas been, when such an answer would nut liave been considered j 
as conferring too grenf an honour. The President referred n 
letter to the gentlemen at ihe head of the W ar and Navy De- 
partments. They alwi would not condescend to answer mj 
letter, but handed it uver to their clerks. I ask, would it net 
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lt**« comport*^ with th« importance of dte occuion. ^e dec»- 
rum due an old mm and a veteran soldier, not yet convicted of 
any crime, for the Secretaries themselves to have addreawd 
me? But in answer to my letter, I received a letter from the 
thief cleric in the War Office, dated the 1 2ih of February, 1814; 
with a certificate from the chief clerk in the Navy Department. 
The letter from the War Office, is in the foltuwing words : 

" War Office, Fthmory IZtli, 1814. 

SIR, — Your letter of the let inst. addressed to the Presi- 
dent of tlie United States, has beeo referred to me. In answer 
to which i have the honour tu etaie, that all your coramunica- 
tioDB to the War Department, after you were appointed Briga~ 
dier General in tlie army, have tjeen transmitted to P. S. Par- 
k«T. Esq. Judge Advocate of the Court Martial, now sitting at 
Albany, together with such others as yiiu had required, as far 
as they could be found on the files of this office. The public 
tEKords of papers of the War Department have been constantly 
within my observation and charge fur several > ears past, and I 
assure you, Sir. I have never seen or heard of a memoir pointing 
out the necessity of a navy on lake Erie. Since the receipt of 
50ur letter, I have carefully eianiined the files, and enquired of 
every gentleman attached to the department witliuut bim^ able 
to give any information on the subject 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, very respectfully. 

Your O'bt- servant, 

DANIEL PARKEB, C. a 
Brig. Gen. Wm. Hull, Albany. 

"It is unaccountable, that a public document of this nature 
<Aould be lost. That it did exist, and was on the files of the 
war office, is proved beyond controversy, by the deposition of 
the late Secretary of War, who declares that he has a pnfeet re- 
collection of it. Bnf a most extraordinary part of this letter 
from the War Department, is that which stales, that the writer 
has had the public records, and papers of the War Department 
conslantJy under his charge and observation for several years 
pas. : yei, that he never knew •.[ heard of a memorial, pointing 
out the necessity of a navy on lake Erie. It is a fact hardly to 
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be cfoditted, tint n copy of (he memoriBl of the fitti of Mat 
1818. from wliir.h 1 made tlmt copy which '• have just read tO"* 
the conrt, is certified as a true cupy fruui llic files of (he War 
Office, fiy fhf very gmtlantm, who writes me the letter of the 
13th of February. Let mv i)uoti,- from the incmoriBl of the Gth 
of March, or rather from Iht copy certified ah I have mentioned 
above, a passage which ia in ihe ftdluwiiig words: 

'If, sir. we cannol ciiitimanil tlic nccnn. we can command the 
inland lakes of our country. 1 have always been of opinion that 
we odght to have built a" nnny nrmed vessels on the lakes as 
VDuld have commdnded thein. We have more interest in them 
than Ih British nation, and can build vessels with more con- 
venience.' 

" When tlie writer of the letter had certified a cojiy of this 
memorial but a few days before, how could he say, that he nev- 
er knew or heard of a memorinl, (from me to the government) 
pmntlng out the necessity of a navy on lake Erie r" 

[ thtll more particulariy feel the loss of tlie documents which 
were destroyed in the vessel, in a future paper, in ^vhicU 1 shall 
state the nninber of the effective force, under my controul, at 
the time of the capitulation. Perhaps you may think it an in- 
trusion, and I certainly feel a decree of humiliation, in asking 
your attention, one moment to my private loBses, and my pri- 
vate misfortunes, as respects property. This I should not do, 
had it not been rumoured, and probably believed by some, that 
I had been influenced by the base and grovelling motives of 
self-interest, in the measures I agived (o, as the commanding 
General of my country's forces. The bare mention of the sub- 
ject excites the most indigfant feelings, and I believe no just 
and honourable man, wVo ever knew me, for a moment enter- 
tained an opinion of the kind. In the year 1805 when I accept- 
ed the office of Goveniour of the territory of Michigan. 1 dis- 
posed of all my properly in Massachusetts, excepting the farm 
on which I now live, which I bold in right of my wife. Af- 
ter paying my debts, a considerable sum remained 'I his was 
transferred to the Michigan territory. Before my arrivnl, ihe 
town of Detroit was burnt, with all the public buildings, in one of 
whkh I was to have resided. For my accoinincidaiion I was oblig- 

to bnild a house, and engage mechanics in this 
country. Under the circamstances of the terr**""' "^i 
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kccomtnodat'lont were prnviilpd at very great expense. All thr 
priiperty which I po««fS>;cil. ei^eptine; (he farra I have mention- 
ed, was vested in that country. All lliis propertr I ha*e since 
soli), ami the proceeilti of it. have not been one third part as 
much as I carried to the cnimlry. 

nuring my command of the North Wentern army, no military 
chest was fumi^hfd. anrf I never received one dollar from the 
giiverniiient to defray the necessary coniinacHt expf'nscs of ihe 
army. The Serre-ary of War. placed in the bank of Pittsburg, 
ten thousand dollars lo my credit, for dtrfrayine these expenses, 
and save me notice accordinsly. At thai lime there was little 
or no communication between PiLtsbui^and Detroit, and I could 
not obtain money for bills on that Rank. I made ose of my 
own money and credit lo defray those necessary expenses to the 
amount of sixteen hundred dollars, on the credit of the ten thou- 
sand, which was thus deposited. For this sixteen hundred dol- 
lars, I took regular vouchers, which were with my other papers, 
and were lost in the vessel, as before stated. As soon as the 
administration, received information of the capilulaiioi<. the 
whole of this ten thousand dollars was withdrawn from the 
bank, by the Secretary of War. and I never have received iho 
sixteen hundred dollars or any part of it, which I disbursed for 
the public, to defray these necessary expenses. I have present- 
ed my account, and evidence to show, the once existence of the 
Touchera, and the manner in which they were lost The ob- 
jection to an allowance of the claim, by the auditor is, tliai as I 
am not a public defaulter, and owe the government nothing, he 
is not authorized to hear the evidence, with respect to (he loss 
of die vouchers, as the government will have money to pay. pro- 
Tided (he account were allowed. But if on the other hand I 
had been a public defaulter, the auditor in that case would be 
authorized to cancel the demand of the government, on being 
■atisiied with the loss of my vouchers. 

I do not now possess more property than is sufficient lo pay 
my just debts, excepting the farm on which I live, which as I 
before observed, I hold in the right of my wife. And I can say 
with truth, had I not been bo fortunate as to have lived among 
fKends. and experienced their generosity, it would have beeti 
impossible for me, on my farm, at my age. fur twr-lve years past, 
to have supported my family, witli common decency. 



I 



107 

1 have ntBde this statement la salWj yoa how much I have 
been injured, and to repel Ihe base and wicked insinnalions, 
which have been more than rumoured againBt roe. It will be 
e*»7 fur me to produce evidence of all these facts, if aay one 
desires it 

It is only necesearf tn look at the newspapers of that day, to 
prove the pains which were taken lo excite juur pr^udices 
against tne. 

Every skipper of a boat, every unprincipled adventurer, and 
foltuwer of the army, who was at Dnroit, and every drunken 
soldier who wae returning homp, were placed in requisition, and 
taken before magistrates, and oaths uen- prepared for them, 
with respect to tlie number «( my army, and the number of the 
enemy, and the boxes uf )tuld, which were carried to my houHc, 
u the consideration for the capitulation. After keeping me 
nearly two years in arrest, anil during (hat time, searching for 
avtdeuce to intive the charge of treason against me, tlie Court 
Martial was obliged, as not the faintest colour of evidence ap< 
pearcd, tu aciguit me of that charge, and all the specifications 
under it. I must be excused, my fellow citizens, for this di- 
gression, and defer tlie evidence, with respect to General 
Brock's force to my next number. 



No. XXVT. 

BBFons I relate the events of the 16th of August, 1BI3, Bti4| -j 
I ■uign the reasons, which induced me to agree to the capitulo^ I 
ban, I will ask your attention, — 

1st. To the position which General Brock had taken, on th^ 1 
13th, with his army. 

Sd. To the number and character of the forces, which were ] 
iKider his authority and controul, which were in suitable silua^ I 
tiwUi and might have immediately been ordered lo re-enfurc«t I 
hisanny, with the most perfect safety to his other posta. beforSt / 
it would liave been possible for me to have received any a«^ i 
siilance. 

3d. To Uie number and cliaracter of t)ic forces, witli wliich 
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tatUjr invailcil our lerritovy on tho morning of tJie 16th ol 

«t. 

AWitK ruHpect to the poeition he had takeo, it iva« at Sand- 
Mifhi on tJii< nppositt; bnnk nf thu river, nwre elevated tlian Uie 
[fort (if Detroit, and from which, with his cannon und murtarg, 
I bo ciiuld throw shot and shelU into the lowD and fort. 
^ Willi restwcl lu Ihr number and cluracler of the forces, 
whiLh wcrt! under hid auihurit* and ct)ntroul. which were in 
HiitaUle titaalions immediatciv lu rrenrorce his armv bcror? I 
oould have rrceivrd anr aid. it i« lo t>r ut>scr-ved, that be was 
Dol on); (he G«n«fkl of t)i« arniv, but the attinf; Governour of 
U|)per Canada, and had the ftuprrinti^iid-qce and direction not 
OhIt uT ih^ uumrriMis tntxM nf Iniltap». wiio resided in the Bri- 
titll «loiniaion», tMt likrwitt^ (how who inhabited our temiories, 
badjnttxtl hii itandard. t'ottiicqaeiitljr all the British iruopt, 
tB llir diCtMent xati'ins. at fort Oeorgr, Vivk, Kingston, furt 
Kne> a*d CbipfMwa. witk all ihe militia of the pruviocei and all 
tttr IwImii warritnira, id the northern and western region, were 
Mt||««t to hia c«Bltvol tad aiithoriiT. 

In ad<lili>>n tu the\e MMttn nf itrcn^h.tite avmeroDS retuB- 
en Hf the wvahhT and (Awerfnl Nonhwest Compan;. wer« nil* 
ed frum ihfir ataiKiRS, and huniiog grounds, and iMcni tbtir 
•orwtCM, allvr the fall of Mirhilhmackanack, in the redncua* 
of Delnut. It i* well Liown, there are more than three d 
and men oni|ttovtH) b,V thia company, and tliat their iupplicia 
ramMl ovm* lake Krie, and pass up Detroit river, and that ll 
mialuMca depended on keeping open that comiiiiinicativn. 
ll Appcara bv Mr. Mc Kenzie's letter, ime ol' the principal 
■(Mila of that Gutn|)any, whiah has been reciletl. that liKjr nen 
|ir»|NU*d. with numerons hosts of savagea, to proc<^ against 
l>t>in>iu whenever tlieir aerviceu should become nece^sarj. It 
AirrliM- uppttara, hy the letter of tlie Secretary of War to Gener- 
•t l>t<iirl»»rn, which hns been recited, that the savages had aa- 
MiMddvd on Die roatl, which I had opened from Ohio, and had 
ali)f*|iud ihi- militin which were escorting provisions Lo Detr<dt. 
I wtll hiTi- recite an extract of a letter, which I received from 
(lulttnel Andru-xm, who commanded at the river RaJain, dated 
lh» 4th of Au^ai, which was in evidence on my trial, and ia lo 
'" (I'liiid in The -HWi page uf the appendix. 

I »m doubtl'iil if the mail ia not uken, but I hope not I do 
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ali ia mj power to keep up the spirits of the inhabitants, whic* 
is all 1)01 cshaitBted. There is foriy men on k"'"' ai"i pairote 
■I this place, and ten at the otiier Creek, and will continue the 
■atne until further ordere. A^ e nre ahort of amnmnition. if at- 
tacked, please to keep a Utile for w, if possible. I understand 
by gnwl authority, that numbers of Indians, aie passing on the 
h«ads of lliis river (meaning ihe river RaiKin) and river Huron, 
u ttiflir way to Maiden ; and 1 think if eome plan is not isken 
soon, that tiiey will be in ihousanda at that place before long, 

8t«' &o. 

fSigntd) JOHN ANDERSON. 

P. 8. In behalf <ir the inhabitants, I re(|aest you will not 
Jer away any of tlie people from this place ; fur we are too (fej 
fiir its defence. If it was posaible to be succoured, would 
best (Signea) ' J. 

This letter was ri-ceived after the reduction of Chicago, ai 
it appeared that the Indians, who had taken that fori, with' 
Aose from the western region, were marching to join those at 
Maiden. 

With respect to the British troops, militia, and savages of the 
province, tliey were unnecessary at any other staiiunu. because 
the armistice entered into bT General Dearbfirn was then, and 
had been for eight days in operation. General Brock left the 
vital part of the province, where General Dearborn had estab- 
liiihed a peace, and commanded ill person the expedition agaitist 
Detroit. He wa% a Major General in the British army, and had 
a high reputation as a military officer, (.hi the success of this 
eolerprize, nut only his military fume, but the protection and 
safety of his province depended. Having Ukcse sources and 
the means of augmenting his army, under his controul and au- 
thority, I ask you whetlier it is possible for you to believe, that 
he did not make use of them, and assemble and order under liis 
immediate command, before he made tlie invasion of our terri- 
tory, a force competent to die object? At this time, I had re- 
ceived no information of the amiislice ; yel I had received In- 
formation from Generals Hall and Porter, who were in command 
on the Niagara river, that all the forces of every description 
from tlie east part of the province, were proceeding ti> Maiden. 
When, therefore. General Brock had the means of augcient- 
big hU army, with perfect safety to the ottier parts of his pro- 
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Vtnce, (o &t least ten times the number of those under mr coili - 
mnnd, and when on the 15th hu appeared on the bank of thv 
river nt Sandnrich, opposite to Detroit, and summoned me to 
surrender (he Fort of Detroit, and not only declared in his sum- 
mons, that his furcc justified him in making the demand, but 
thai the trilies of snva|i;es, which hnd joined his standaid, were 
so numerous, that it would be impossible for him to restrain 
thetn, the moment the contest commenced- I ask you, fellow 
citizens, whether the facts here stated, did not afford strung 
reasons fur me to believe, that his forces were much superiour 
to mine, and competent to the object, which he had in view ? 

To this summons, I however gave a decided answer, that I 
should defend the fort ; hoping to be able, before he umde tlie 
invasion, to collect at Deti-oil, (he detachment under the com- 
mand of M'Arthur and Cass, which had marched tn the river 
Raisin, and other detachments, which were absent on other da- 
ties. And t DOW a^ain ask you, whether his landing with hi» 
array the next morning, did not afford additional evidence of 
the competency of his force ? 

Ilic moment I received information of the arrival of General 
Brock, I sent orders to M'Arthur and Cass, immediately to re- 
turn to Detroit, and stated the reasons. On the morDing of the 
16th, when the invaeioa was made, I had received do informa- 
tion from them. The route they marched, as I have before ol>- 
scrvcd, was about Gfty miles through a wilderness. 1 hey were 
sent to procure the means of subsistence, for raj army. * To 
satisfy, how easy he might have increased his numbers, I refer 
you to the testimony of Captain Eastman, of the 4th regiment, 
who was a witness in behalf of the administratiou; "that he was 
at Detroit, and says that fourteen hundred Indian warriuurs, ar- 
rived as re -enforcements, a few days after the capitulation, from 
two stations only, viz. Sagannu and Michillimackanack." The 
facts and circumstances here stated, furnish you with solid ma- 
terials, to form a general estimate of the force, and strength 
which General Brock, at this time, had it in his power to have 
brought against me; and I believe you will be satisfied that he 
availed himself of the advantages of collecting as large a forcCi 
as he deemed necessary for the object. 

* Sec page llXt utu; triil. 
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^^^^BSS^OSIir estimtte on tliis subject, jou will recollect, 
'Reorders Genernl Dearbom hail received, immedintcly aricr 
the ilfclaration of war, to order the truopB under his comiiutnd 
to tlie Niagara river, and other suitable situRliuna fur tite inva- 
■iuD of Upper Caniula, and he was likewise ordered only t* 
tn&ke a feint igninst Montreal, and not t-ven a feint agaitiiit | 
' Quebec. Fon George, and all the other British po&ts, on th*f i 

^^M c&st part of Ltp|jer Canada, being thus tiirentened witli invasioi 
^^H and Quebec and Montreal, &c. not even being threatened, it rf); 
^^V quires no e^idcnre to prove, that the principal part of the Brita 
^^^ iah forces were drawn fiom thuse lower stations, to re-enfoiXV 1 

and support those which were in danger. 
H From these facts, it may \erj fairly be presumed, that thft^j 

^^H principal part of the British forces were at these stations o 
^^M Niagara river, directly opposite to General Dearborn's . 
^^V and only separated by the river. Let titc then in the first placlfy'l 
K. laV you, after peace was established with General Dearborn, ii 

make your estinmtc of tlie British force, which Get 
might with the most perfect safety, havo carried with him t 
Maiden f «, 

In the next place, the population of Upper Canada at tbat\ 
time, was about one hundred thousand inhabitants. Ifonlf \ 
every tenth inhabitant was on the militia, the number would'. | 
have amounted to ten thousand. I usk you to consider, under \ 
the quiet and peaceable c ire urn stances of the east part of the \ 
pruvince, what number of mililia, the British General and Gov- / 
ernour, might have taken with him in his expedition for the de- 
fiEBce of the only part of his province which was invaded i 

Being the superintend ant of Indian ufTairs, within the Britirik' 
t«rritcricg, and the numerous tribes of savages within our oWQ . 
Gonntry, having joined the British standard. I ask you to calcul- 
ate what number of this description of force, it was in his power i 
to have assembled, for his assistance ? From knowlwlgc of iflC i 
wealtli and influence of the Northwest Company,, and the nu- 
merous SngagtrJi in their service, and the deep interest tliey 
hat] in opening ihe comniunicution iliruu^ih the Detroit river, 
through which channel, they received their supplies, you will 

kbie to judge what aid, he might liave received from (I 
portaut estahlishiuent. 

i&M Ihe liUl «f MicluUiiBMluuitck mm! Cliiugu, the & 
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tuimber at Maiden watniactfen hnndrerl and eeveoty, before tli* 
•rriwat of Geiiernl l!rii«k. with the re-enforcements which attend* 
•d him from Ihe ea^t pari of the province. As I have no evi- 
dence (mJeiermine precisely what thi^c Dumber^ werei I must 
leave the estimate to yui)r judgmetit, under tlie ciicum^ancei 
which have been slated, as it was peace in ihai i^uurter, and 
there was no occpsioji for an^ furve whntex;i' for the defence of 
^t part uf the province. In addition to tbe forces at Maiden, 
•sd those which he b'ought with him, be had all the sailors and 
BwrtneB which belotjged to hU uavr. which, on tJte l5thof Au- 
Ipiat, was anchored in the Oetrnit livcr, between Sandwich 
«nd the Spring Wells. Having slated ihe number of vessels, 
with the number of cannon mounied un thetn, and likewise » 
number uf armed uoals. suitable for those watera, and we haV: 
ing not a single armed boat to annoy them, And as consequent; 
)y, the whole of iheir crews miR;ht have bcen,aD actually were^ 
employed in tlie land service. I leave il lo your judgment tf 
lelermine their cumbers. The detachment of British (roupi 
rbich marched across the country, under the command of Ma-\ 
Chambers, with artiHery, coUecting the militia and Indlang ' 
00 hia ^0Q^ joined Genera) Bmck ftt Sandwich. Tbi» number L 
must have been several hundrcdij. On ihe river Le TrcncU j 
was a larfte settlement ccnvenieni';- (■ituated to join his forces i 
and the militia of that aettlem- f>.. w.-re seen will* the invading 
army at the time of the capitulation- From the facts here oiler- i 
ed, and the evidence produced, you will have tl)ti meana of 
InmuDg for yourselves an opinion, wttli r^pcct to his nui^beib 
'at Sandwich, on the 15lh of August. 

I will now stale the testimony of Colonel Saelliug, who was 
only a captain in my army, who had been prtnnotiMl by iny jjrq- 
secutiirs. who was depeodod oii a» a leading and principal wit* 
Mss in behalf of the prosecution, and httd become my most ma- 
;nant enemy. Hia teatimooy of th« numbers of tieneral 
ofk's army, un the I6th nf August, the day uf tj^c cspitida.- 
follows. 1 aliall transcribe it, verbatun et literatim, 
lad it is to be found in the 40th paj^e of my trial. He says, 
*'*that he stooil at the corner of the slip leading to the gate of 
the fort, and attemptod to count Uic Briti^i troops on ept^iiifj; 
the fort ; that the troops in advance were the 4Ut r«^imeat»-il> 
f^Uoons of fourteen files as welt as the York volunte«r«t twe*- 
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it eipeilieot la direct Colonel McArthur to take thai rout. On 
thin rout, thu diEtance from Detroit to the river liaiein was about 
fifty miles. 

At this time, not having received infoi-matioB of the arrival of 
General Brock, with the re-en fiirceroents from fort Krie, auit a 
uuLiiber of caitle having arrived at the river Raisin, fur mj 
army, guarded by a company of militia. I then thought, and 
now think, under the circumstances which existed, the ineasiiro 
of ordering this detachment was expedient. On Itie morning of 
the ICth, whcit General Brock landed at the Spring Wells, 
under cover of his naval armament, I had received no ioforma' 
tton of this detachment ; i had therefore the strongest rcubunii 
to believe, as they had been absent two days, that they were at 
that time at the river Raisin, fifty railea from Detroit, the rout 
they marchod, and thirty by the way of Brownstowu. As Colo- 
nela McArthur and Cass were going Uiemaelves on this hazard- 
ous enterprise, and as they had an authority to select all the 
•ffbctite. men of their regimcnis, I ask yuu whether, under tliese 
^rcumstances, tiiey would, and did not t?i:e all that they 
thought would be useful and necessary to effect the object. 
There is another reason wliicti is conclusive, in my mind, that 
they did. On the 1 6lh of August, after I liad received infor- 
mation of the arrival of General Brock, the remainder of these 
two regiments whidi were left behind, were paraded, aud 1 ex- 
amined ihem :' the number was very small, and 1 saw none but 
aickly invalids. 

/ I believe the situation of this detachment, whicli nuiat hare 
,aiBcmnted to moi-e than four hundred of the must efifeclive men 
of the Ohio regiments, will, by every candid reader, be cun- 
aidered such, that in case of an action nt Detroit, I could hare 
had no aasistance from thenb 

Colonel Cass, in his letter to the govemmeat, staled, that 
Ihf number in the detachment amounted to three hundred and 
fifty. Colonel McArthur, in bis teMlmony befere the Court 
Martial, Mrs. he rtM-«rivcd an order from me to detach from bia 
t^nHOt one hundred and 6fiy. 

1 aik wliy he did not produce tite ordir to prove the fact ! 
The lutM of my papers in the raanner I have stated, is tl 
iMion why I il-i not prodnce it 
Having thus stnted the numbers, which were Mdered i 
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[ttiarrlieri up wi'h Generil Brock out of the estimati?. would 
Rmakc lilt wliule numbtr, <>n the murnicig a( ihe l6th. two tliuu- 
ImikI eiirht liui.ilred aiiil iwentj-five. Tlieac were the truups 
WiTth marihed iiim the forr. excpptinp the Indiaiig. It is well 
Vkniiwn « number were tcfi in ihi-fortH on the opposite bank, as 
Ftfaere waa an incvsannt fire from ihtwe forts, until the capilulA- 
|ti«n took place, and the; were distintil; seen. Ihafenodac- 
|-si>nt to show the cxart nuitiber left on (he opposite bank. It 
f is likenitie «ell known, tliat as Boon as the capitulation took 
J plnre, nml befure the troops insrchtid into die fort, guards were ' 
I ^aced around the town and Tort, to preient ihc Indians from • 
[taking the horatH inio the woode. aod likewise to protect the 
' iBhabitaniB from (hem. This is the positive teelimony of life 
witnesxet) in bcl'citf of inv proseculars. Mated in detail, and the 
ealrulation is m»df on the facts to which they testified. From | 
«anining the wlmle of ihe testimony which they gave t 
I tlht-r charees. ii will be seen that they were no friends (0 rati, 
I -and fhflt the; wished to makt: General Brock's force as smidl 
1 U posniUle- ' 

Atsjtir Jensup and the oilier wilnesiies, who were exaniineA J 
m this subji'ct. said ibey <'id out count the eneuiy's forces. avS 1 
F dill not know their nuubere, and could only stale Iheir gei>ontt, 1 
I iniptessions. N> liatever those inifiressions were, oogl)t not to \ 
I kave weight against (he positive testimony of ihose who counted 1 
them. Even any ogjinioUH which may have been eipres^ed bf I 
those who counted them, ought not to have influence, if ihej 1 
vary froin the (lefailrd facts to which they testified. lioa>'n 
Iv shows they were not correct ntathema'icians. I have su^ [ 
fered so much by tite opinions of inlcrestcd wilues<.es, fha'. I I 
hope correct cakulalions will now be made on facts, and o& 
them r judgment will be formed. It was my intention, in thlf 
aoffib^.. to have staled and given you evidence of my force a^ 
thu 'i.ie, but 1 find it cannot be contained in 
It therefore defer it to the next, with the hope 
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I'unD on the facts tikas exiiib'ileil, with the other evidence, I shall 
now oft'ei'. 

The evidence, which I shall now offer, is the eTicknce of 
Major Jeasup. who (hen acted a^ the AJjutant-Oeneral of tnj 
army, and is now the Quarter-Master General of the United 
States. — With respect t« other teslimotiy, I have referred to 
the report of luy trial. 1 have done tliis, because, that book ia 
in circuliition, and any reader, who is desirous of comparing the 
documents, and evidence, which I Imve stated, can more easily 
obtain it. and mnke the comparison, than from the records, \a 
tho office at Washington, where is to be found only one copy, 
and thai in manuscript. Colonel Furbett, who published the 
Report, was one of the members of the Court Martial, and the 
documents, as well as my defence, were furnished him, by the 
administration, from the records of the ^vernment. 

As Msjor Jr^sup was the acting Adjutant General, it was his 
oHicial duty, to make a return to mc, when ordered, of the 
whofe force, under my command — lie was ordered at this time, 
to do it. In examining his testimony. I find there is a variance, 
bel\vGen the report of my trial, and the copy ! have obtained 
from the Adjalant-ReneraPs office, taken from the recM-ds, by 
an order from Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of war. I shall 
therefore transcribe, precisely from both, that th« variance may 
be seen, and if one is more favourable to me than the other, 
(hat I hove no di^posilion, to take advantage of it. 

In the fii-st place I will transcribe from tlie report of my trial, 
)us testimony with respect to my numbers — It will be found in 
page 94. " Major Jessup staled, that be had received a repoK 
from different Adjutants of different corps, estimating the men, 
fit f«r action, and thinks that the amount, (as stated in General 
Cass' letter) exceeded a thousand men. including the Michigan 
militia of four hundred, and the detachments absent with Colo- 
nels Cass and McArthur; perhaps, this estimaiion, includes 
the Michigan legion, which on an occasion, when he had two 
companies of theoi under his command, behaved as wet) as any 
troops be ever saw, havinj; formed on an island, where some 
fighting was expected, in the most rei;ular manner. — 'I'here were 
«lto on the evening, of the 15th about thirty or furty armed 

lefore 1 make any comments, I will transcribe the same evi- 
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iJ«DCe preeiBely, from the copT I receiroci, fromj Hie Ailjiitant 

k General's office. It is u follows ; — 
" Od the evening of the ISth, I received an estimate, of tl» 
AdjutaotB of the difRrent eorps, of the men, lit for action. Tlie 
force, I think, exceeded a tliousantl. 1 gave CiiIdiicI Ca8S a 
statement of it the nest day after the surrender. 1 suUsequcnt - 
1^ £aw a leMer published, siiiil to )iavR been written by Colonel 
Cass, in \vhich the nunibei' wag slated, I think, according to the 
statement t furnislieil him. I am not eertaiti nhelher the Mich- < 
igan legion were included in the estimate, but the militia i 
were not. It is mj impression tliat the Michigan legion were'.. 
I suppose there were four hundred at least of the Miclu|;aii 
militia under arms at the time, and I believe fhete were 
more. I was once out on a deiachmenf, with a jiart uf 
llie Michigan legion, — we had tt> <;o on to an island, vhere '', 
we expected to "be tired on. the moment we landed. They land- 
ad and formed with as great regularity ns any regular troops I 
ever saw," ile then mentions the same number of armed 
wagonners, as stated in tile report of the trial. 

Vou here have before you, fellow citixens, the number of 
forces ordered for my cnmiuand )>y the I'resideiit, in the first 
inslaoce, and tlie various casualties by ithich it «'ds reduced. J 
You likewise have tlic testimony uf the Adjutant General, th« 
official otlicer, ivhose duty it was to make a return of the whole 
nnmber to me. 

In the tirst place, tny fellow citizens, as 1 stand before you aa 
judges, and 1 know that 1 now stand before a candid, impartial, 
and intelligent tribunal, I ask you to make your cslculationa. 
of the numbers of my effective forces at Detroit, on the l6th of 
August, on the fads which I have exhibited, viz. the numbei- 
and quality nf troops ordei'ed by the govetnment ; the few un- 
authorized volunteers, who joined the army on the march; the 
~yew regulars, which had been stationed in the fort of Detroit, 
n time of peace ; and the mililk which could have been drawn 
I tlie whole population of tlie territory, which population 
Vconristed of little more than four thousitud souk. From this 
Ifei-ce tlien deduct the number left in three block houses, and & 
Katockade fort, at the river Miami, egtablislied to assist in pre- 
erving die communication to Ohio ; those made prisoners iu 
fte Cayahoga packet ; the sick which were left at the rivet 
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Raifiin ; the killed and wounded at several rcncouutrrs at the 
river Ait-Caiidri), and betwc«'n Malileo and Sandwich ; the 
killed, wounded and mixaiRg, in the action at Bruwnstown, un- 
der tlie command uf Colonel Vanliorn ; likewise the killed and 
wounded in the baftle between Maguago and Brownstotvn, un- 
der tilt' cummaud uf Culonet Mdler; lik«witte Colonels McAr- 
thur and Ciss' detachments, which marched on tlie 14th of 
August, tu the river Ralsint to open the comnuinicntion, and 
obtain provisions; and likewise the state of the Michigan mi- 
litlo — that a part of them had joined the enemy's forces, with 
their arms in their hand^, wlie<i thuv first landed, and the infor- 
mation I had received from Ihcir Colonel, that the whole num- 
ber would join thorn ; like^vise the number which at this season 
were sick, being without medicine, or even necessary coraforts- 
Of nil these fads, you have evidence, in the course of the fore- 
going ntitnbers ; and witliout giving any opinion, I ask you to 
furm a judgment for yourselves. 

I sli^ll now consider the testimony of Major Jeasup, 'he ofli- 
ciat officer, and acting Adjutant General, on the subject of the 
Dutnbera of ray army at this time. 

He says, tliat on the I5th of August, he had received a report 
from the Adjutants of the different corps, and the amount ex- 
ceeded a thousand mcDi (as slated in General Cas»' letter.) 
That letter staled the number, by ihat report, to be a ihousind 
and sixty. Culoncl Cass' letter, however, ought not (o be con- 
sidered as nny cvidcccc. He was not under oalh when be 
wrote it. As, however, that port of it which relates to my 
numbers is confirmed by the testimony of Major Jessup, I am 
willing to admit, under Ihe esplanation which he aflemards 
inadi-, ihe correctness of it. He says, in these identical 
words, "eiceeded a thousand men, including the Michifcan 
militia, of four hundred, and the dctachmeota absent with Culo- 
nels Cass and McArthur.'' He then says, "perhaps this esti- 
mate includes the Michigan legion." He afterwards slates, 
" there were about thirty or forty nnncd wagonners." 

By refei-ring to Colonel Cass' letter, published in the report 
of my trial, you will pcrceivc; he says, there were three hun- 
dred and fifty in the detachment ; and Major Jessup, in his tes- 
timony, fays, Ihat this deiachmeni was included in the oni 
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' tbsent two days, tinder orders to inarch to the river Raisin. 

Thi» will r«duce my number to seven huiukeii-iuidieii. He 

I also sajj, lliere were about thirty or forty wagoniiers armed that 

ling; say thirtj-6vei which makes the whole number seven 

hundred and forty-Gvc. 

About half o f these, according to his testimony, were Michi- 
gaii mifitia ; and I have produced evidence, that a part of thera, 
with their ariiifi. joined the enemy the next morning, and that 
tlieir Coiunel iiifurmed me the whole of them would desert. 
Therefore they ou^hl not only to be deducted from my numberB^ 
but added to the enemyV 

This. I believe yuu will be of the opinion, is ihc wly fair ex- 
planation which can be given of the testimony of Major Jessup, 
the Adjutant General, as reported in my trial, by Colonel 
Forbes, one of ihe members of the Court Martial, who was fur- 
ni»hcd with my defence, and other documents, by the govem- 
and published under the auspices of the administration. 
Vj compario^ the two statement!!, both of which have been 
litemlly transcribed, il will be seen, ihal there is this variance — 
In the one, taken from the report of my trial, Major Jessup 
|«ays. that the Michigan militia was included, and made part of 
[the whole force, viz. one thousand and sixty. In the other, 
' taken from the records furnished by order of Mr. Calhoun, he 
says, expressly, that it was his impression, the Michigan legion 
was included in the one thousand and slity, and the militia 

» (which must have been the other part of the militia) were not 
This legion, as it is called, was a part of the four hundred 
Michigan mililiu, and it is very immaterial whether the men 
who composed (hem were included or not, for the reasons which 
have been juit stated, as tliey added to the force of the enemy. 
Perhaps the iniiuiry may be made, in what manner General 
Brock, in his olfieial report to liis government, made the number 
ot prisoners so much g;reater ? Such an inquiry is easily an- 
swered. All the prisoners from Michilimackinack were at 
Detroit on their parole, and included in the number. All Ihe 
militia at the river Raisin, and in every port of tlie territory ; 
all persons, indeed, of every di^scription, who were found ut 
\ Detroit, were in his power, and considered as prisoners. It 

twati easy for hiin to make llie numbers as large as he pleased. 
He bad) indeeilj a great object in making them as large as po«- 
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siblp. His official com muni cation ivas to be seiit to Lornlun, 
nriU prcseated to his MajestVi the fDantftin uf distinctions ntiil 
honours. In prupurtiori as the achievement could he luagnifit^il, 
he especled distinclions aad honours would be conferred. In 
this he wan not disappointed ; the ordt-r of knighthood was con< 
fen-ed on him, as soon uliis dispalohe* were received. 

From the slatement and eviuence tiered for your considera-, 
tion in tfaia and the former number, I have the ha{>pincsa to lie- 
lieve jou will be satisfied, that the pledge which 1 gave in mr 
second Dumber, viz. that I would prove to your satisfaction, 
that on the lt>lh of August, 1812, Gcneial Brock invaded imr 
territ*»ry, witli more than double the cBVctive force which 1 iiad 
to oppose to it, has more than been redeemed ; and, if 1 hail 
pled|:ed mjaelf to have proved that: he had at that time more ihan 
tliree times my eflfectivc force, the statement would have been 
correct. On the evidence furnished by the administration, my 
prosecutors, I could not have canied into the field one third 
part of tlie fi>roc with which our territory was invaded ; and ag 
the suspension of hostilities, was at that lime in full operation, 
in every other part of Canada, and all the British troops, luililia 
of tlie province, and all the t^uvagcs, were subject to (he au- 
thority of the British General, and were moving in all directions 
to the only point where their services were necessary, I afijiiin 
ask ynu, whether yon are not fully satislied, tliat his army might 
iiave been re-enforced to much more than double the numbers 
then present, before I could, by any posibility, hare received 
aasistance ? 
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pEiuiArs, after reading tlie two last numbers, in which were 
exhibited evidence of General Brock's forces, and those under 
D)y command, an inquiry may be made, why this statement and 
evidence was not presented more particularly in my defence i" 
to satisfy you in relation to such an inquirj-, it will be perceiv- 
ed the whole of the evidence now eshibited was not before the 
Court Martial, and (he part which was. I eipecled the members 
would critically examine, and form their judgments on Ihnfacti 
which were proved, and not on the opinion* of the witnewes. 
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There was another reason, which was the principal one ; ▼!& 
the very short time allowed bj the Court, to prepare my de*' 
fence. 

The evidence was closed on Friday, the 1 1th day of Februa- 
ry, and the Court met again the next Tuesday— a Sabbath in- 
tervened, which ought to be devoted to the worship of our God. 
Consequently, I had only Saturday and Monday, to arrange all 
the evidence, both written and oral, which had occupied thirty- 
two days in presenting to the Court, where I had constantly 
attended at the bar, in examining witnesses, &c. without any 
assistance. This evidence was to be applied to a volume of 
charges and specifications ; and the administration, my prosecu- 
tors, had employed two of the most eminent Counsellors in the 
United States, to assist the Judge Advocate in preparing these 
charges and in hunting up and examining witnesses, and taking 
down minutes of their testimony, long before the trial com- 
menced. 

I believe no law can bo found, authorizing the employment 
•f these Counsellors, or the payment of tlie large sums of public 
money, they received for their services. 

Until the whole of the testimony was offered it was impossi- 
ble to make an arrangement of it, and apply it to the numerous 
charges. Every day witnesses were examined onfall the differ- 
ent specifications. I have not made this stateacnt to iui plicate 
the conduct of the Court in this particular, as I did not urge for 
a longer time. The reason why I did not, was, that every ap- 
plication of any importance, which I had made during the whole 
trial, had been denied^— I therefore thought it would be a useless 
waste of lime. I have only stated this fact as a reason, why 
my defence was not presented in so clear, particular, and intel- 
ligible a manner, as it miglit have been, had more time been al- 
lowed. It was impossible to arrange such a mass of testimony 
in so short a time, as to have the case distinctly understood by 
the most attentive readers. These are reasons, why my case 
has not been more clearly and fully explained. 

In a former number, I referred to the convention of Saratoga, 
to show the fatal consequences of an army being ordered into a 
situation where its communication with its magazines cannot 
be preserved. 

As the events of the northern campaign, in 1777, are a 
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portant portion of tlie liietory of our revolution, ant) as 
reapects* there appears to be a eimilaritj between thi 
tanea, which attended the army, com man (led by General Kur- 
pijne and the case which 1 have presented for your con^idera- 
tton. it may afford gome illustratiuns of the subject, to describe 
them, and trace the similarity. 

The invasion of the United States, in the year 1777. from 
Canada, was a favourite object of the British administrnfluD, ' 
planned in the cabinet of London, and the execution of it com- 
mitted to General Burgoyne. Early tn the spring of that year, 
he advanced from Canada with a Urge ai-my, as distinguished 
for character and discipline, as, perhaps, that nation ever fur- 
nished. Attached to his command were the Canadian militia, 
and savages of the northern and western regions. Distinguish- 
ed, not only by hie talents, as a civilian, but by long experience 
in tl»e wars of Europe, and having acquired the highest reputa- 
tion, as a military commander, he was selected for this impor- 
tant command. Aided by a nuval force on lake Champlain, he 
passed over those waters, and possessed himself of 'I'yronderoga. 
Calculating on assistance, and co-operation with the army un- 
der the command of Sir Henry t linton, in New York, and ex- 
pecting to form a junction with that army, at Albany, he pene- 
trated to the Hudson, and crossed that river, at fort Edward. 
If hia communication should be cut off f mm his magazines in 
Canada, he eipected when a junction was formed with the army 
at New York, it would be opened for the supply of his anuy, 
from those below. Not receiving lliat co-operation, on which 
he depended, and his communicaliuo between his army, and his 
magazines in Canad.i, being intercepted by the American forces, 
he considered it his duty to accept the best terms which could 
be obtained, and surrendered his army as prisoners of war, un- 
der a convenlion, to which tlie American General acceded, 
lllis was occassioned by the want of co-operation un the part 
of his Biiperiour officer, from New York. I ask you, my fellow 
citizens, to compare the two cases, and althougili it may be said, 
it is comparing great things with small, yet ihey depend on the 
lame principle, and are offered as an illustration of the subject 
under review. 1 was ordered (o make the invasion of Upper 
Canidat. from Detroit. General t urgoyne was ordered t 
vBilc the United Slates, from Canada. After my army invM 
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C«nada. its comniunicatiou wob cut ol!'. by llie enemy's n 
force on lake Kri«, ur.d Ills land fiirce^, and iixva|e8, on 
road whicli liad been opened fruiu Uli'm, iind no supplia could 
be obiaiseil fmiu any magazines friim my counirj. After Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's army invaded tlic United Sriites, and advanc- 
ed to Stti-atoga, hiB cummiinication was liiierci|ited fiom liii 
magizmcd in Canada, ami 710 tupplia could liu ulitained frum 
that quarter. 

It was a pari of the plan of ihe campaign in 1612, tliat Gen- 
eral Dcurbtirn should cniKS ihe NiuKsra river and cii operate 
Willi me. with an army sulGciont fur Ihc conquest of L'pper 
CuiaiU) by which evc^ni. u>y cumniunicaiion would have been 
apened to the Biagazines. in our country on the Niagara river. 
Had Sir Henry CUiitun successfully cu-opeialed with General 
Burgoyne. his communication would have been opened to his 
ma^uDes in New Vurk. from which his army would have re- 
ceivQiJ its supplius. The want of tliat co-operation alune be- 
GaKe fatal to Burgoyne. I had nu communication with my 
country, excepting tlirougli lake Erie, and tlie road I had open- 
ed through tlie wilderness to Uhio. After the declaration of 
war lake Erie was closed aj^inst me, by tlic enemy, and the 
road by llie feavages- Ai Genurul Deaiburn neglected to assist 
and co-operate with me, my cumniunicntion being entirely in- 
tercepted, I considered it my duty to negotiate and accept the 
best terms which could be obtained. 

Thus far there appeal's to be a similarity between the two 
cases. Had General Washington at that time proposed to Sir 
William Howe, who comuiantled the British army, an armistice, 
and had it been agreed to, witliout including General Rur- 
goyne^s army, the similarity would have continued ; — and in an 
event uf that kind General Washington might have marched his 
whole army, or as large s part as lie deemed necessary to have 
Auisled General Gates with the most perfect safety to the othei- 
pacta of tlie country, and at once overwhelmed General Dur- 
goyoe'a army. By a calculation on the subject it will appear, , 
thatGenerai Iturgoync had a larger force, in proponion tu GeSV 
eral Gates' tlun 1 had in propurlion to General brock's- 

The Burreoder of General Uurgoyne'sarmy, w^ 
by the want of cu-upcr«riun. from ihe army at NM 
momlnl by Sir Henry Clinton ; iad 1 1 Kf 




luWy cofivinred. that (he disas ers oi' my army were caused by 
flic neglect of General Dearborn, in not assisting and co-ujitrat- 
ing with me as lie was ordered. 

I will now ask jour indulgence, tor a moment, in examining 
the conduct of the British adminisfraltnn towards this unforiun- 
ate General. I do it with a view to contrast it with the treat- 
im-iit I have received from the administration under which I serv- 
ed. This treatment is so well known to you, that it is utinec- 
esM^y to repeat it. Indeed, no languai^e can describe the base 
injuslice I have experienced, nr ihe vile and di^igraceful mo- 
tiven frriin which such injustice nrieinaled. 

Let me then ask you whether the officers of the British .ad- 
ministration received and publi^ht'd to the nation and to the 
world, an official account of the causes of that surrendei. from 
a uttbordinaff officer, before that of the commander iif 'lie army 
was received and published ? Were capital charges in llie tiri>t 
instance, exhibited ag;ainBl General Bur^oyne; and was "'ir 
William Howe, whose dutyit wan lo have asMsted and co-o]ier- 
ated wjtii him, and who was de-ply interested in the event of 
an inquir}'. appointed President of a court martial for hii> iriul i 
Did General Burgnyne's officers, selecleiJ as witnesses, receive 
the patronage of (he British administration, by being promoted 
two or three grades, to prepare tliem to give the moi-t unfavour- 
able testimony agamst him ? Were the newspaper^! o( Enulaiid, 
by tlic influence of the administrHtion. filled with faUe and 
scandaluus accDunIa of his conduct, and the naihs nnd affirma- 
tions of every unprincipled adventurer and follower of his army, 
taken and circulatetl to excite the clamour of the nation agaiiiftt 
him? 

No, fellow citizens, the ollicers of (he administration of the 
nation from which you descended, had liio much honrjur and 
Justice to make use of such dishcnmirable practices even for 
their own preservation in office. As, however, they knew lliat 
an inquiry would produce a re-actioo on ihemselveH, who form- 
ed the plan of the campaign, and on Sir William Ho«e. the 
eommdnder in chief of the army, who neglected in ro-o)>erate, 
or to provide the necessary means of co-operation, with General 
Vurgoyne, no trial was ordered, and he retired to private life, 
with the esteem and nHection of hi« fellow citizens. ' 

tie was the unsucceDsful general, and as llic plan of the aotr^ 
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Mifrn had been formed bv the olficers of the sdmintetrAfion, and 
Us want ur success, had excited a clamour in liie nation, it vn». 
Well known, that the public cenaure would h«ve rt^steil on them, 
anil the |;eneroU whii hnd neglected to i;o operate with him. Ii.id 
a irial been onkr»l. That nitiiin would never have suffered 
luch an outnge on justice as has been here |iracllsed. 

Bv examining the tnosi celebrated hiitorUns of the war of 
•ur TCTalutian. it will be seen, that the causi-s of the disastcra 
•f General Burnojne^'K army an: attributable to the want of the 
•o (iperation which was etpecieil. 

In proof of this declaratiun, 1 will here IraiiscHbe a few sea- 
tenees from Bottu's history of the war of our mil):' pen tie see, 
tran*lated by our countryman G. A. Oiis. Kstj. ; a work highly 
cretlitable. both to the aotlior and translator, as well as lu the 
rising lilcratore of ogr country. 

Speaking of Burgnync's expedition, he remarks, "thai its 
■access depended on the combined efforts of the generals whv 
commanded vn the lakes, and of those who had the manage- 
ment of the war in the State of New York. But far from mov- 
ing in concert, when one advanced, the utlier retired. When 
Carleton had obtained the command of the lakes, Howe, inelead 
of ascending the Hudson towards Albany, carried liis arms in- 
to New Jerwj, and advanced upon (he I elaware. When, af- 
terwards, Burgoyne entered Tyconderoga in triumph, liuwe 
embarked upon the expedition against Philadelphia; and thus 
the army of Canada was deprived of the assistance it expected 
from New York." 

The author then makes the following reflections : " Periiaps 
Howe imagined, that the reduction of such a city as Philadelphia, 
would so coofound the Americans and su derange their plans, 
that they would either easily submit, or make but a feeble re- 
sislnnce. Perhaps, also, he brtlieved, that by attacking the centre, 
and OS It were the very heart of the confederation, he effected 
tiie raodt useful diversion in favour of ihc army of the north, 
thereby depriving the Americans of the ability to oppose it with 
a sufficient force upon the Hudson. , Finally, it is not impossi- 
ble, that, listening tn his ambition, he hud flattered himsi'If, that 
with Ins own means alone, he could acquire (he exclusive gloiy 
ving put an end In the war. But whatever might hvtt 
tine imporUace of the acquiaition of Philadelphia, ever}* 
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one must rtiaSilj perrcire liow much greater n-as fliat of flip 
junctiun at Alliany of the two armies of C'anatin atiil New Ynrk. 
It was very Jnublfol. whether the conqueiit of a Kinglc citj 
would (lecide the ii-sue of Ihe wur ; tvliereas the junclton uf the 
armies oftereil almost an assurance of it." in the next pa^ it 
IB further ob^erveil, *' Perhapx, also, (speaking of tite Urilirii 
admini strati ott) they erred in this, that having too great ciiii6- 
dence in the reputation, rank, anil military experience of Sir 
IVilUam Huwe. they nef;lecled (o send him more minute iti- 
Btruclions For it ;ippe«r« by the best inforroolioti we have 
frtund on lhi» subject, that the orders given to thai general 
in regard to his co"jperatiun wiili 'lie army of Canada, were 
rather discretionsry than abnoloie i but all the ruin ojlhttntcr- 
prize i» clenrly atlrihulahU to this want of ro-opf ration." 

Sir William Huwe had taken so large a portion of the army 
from New York, in his expedition to Ph)ladel|'hia. that it pro- 
bably WHS not in the power of Sir Menry Clinton, consistent 
with the safety of the posts below, to co operate with General 
Boi^yne, After tl esc events look place, Sir William Howe 
was recalled, and the command of the army |^ven to Sir Henry 
Clinton, General Howe's conduct was severely censured by 
the British government, for not supporting and co-operating 
with General Burjioyne. 

Trius it appears, that Sir William Howe was censured by his 
government, and recalled from his command, for not taking 
measures to assist and co-nperale with General Burgoyne's 
army, when, as it appears, his orders were only discretionary 
on the subject. 

I now ask yon to consider the case of Genera! Dearborn. He 
retained the confidence of the admin la t ration, ami was continu- 
ed In his command ; although he took no measures to co operate 
with my army, although fti's orders were posilive to do if. 

Although it appears by the authority of lliis historian, that Sir 
William Howe had not received positive orders to ccHiperafe 
with General Burgoyne ; and although he had not made an ar- 
mistice with General Washington, which luft all the forces of 
the United States at liberty to have marched and joined Gen- 
eral Gntes' army against General Burgoync, yet I will here ap- 
ply the same relleciions in relaton to the disaafers of 1818, and 
on General Denrbom's contlDct, as the historian has made on 
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events of the campa'^n of 1 777. ni tm Sir Wlllisnt Howie'a 
reUfiati io the evenU of 1612, it will tltn> sisnd. 

Thut the cntiqne«t »f Upprr Canada i]q)ende(l on the cumbin- 
ed efforts of the genpiitU who commandfil on the rust and nnt 
side uf lake Erie- That when I cmased the Dt-iroit river, and 
invadfd Canada on the west side. General Dearborn aii\anced 
the princi[tal part of his army to Pln1l«iiurg and OurliDj^lon, in 
the direction oF Montreal. PerhajiH Geuerul Dearborn imagin- 
ed, ihil even the appearauce of the reduction iif such a city ai 
Montreal, woulil so confound the Canadians and so derange 
their plans, that :hey would either easily submit, or make but 
feeble resistance. Perhaps, also, he believed, that by atlacki 
the centre, and as It were the very heart of the pnivinee, he 
fected the moHt useful diversion in Favour «f the northwe«liTt 
arm*, thereby depriving the Canadians nf the ability to oppnae 
it. with sufficient Force, on the Delniit river. Piniilly. (as 'he 
historian observes, only chanpng names] It is not tniposftible. that 
General Dearborn, listening to his ambition, had flattered hiia- 
self. that with his own means alone, he could acquire the ex- 
clusive glory of having put an end to the war." 

I wilt continae the same reflections tn the historian has made 
in the other case, and you, my feli»w citizens, will judge botv 
Far they are applicable: "But whatever miglil have been the 
importance of the acquisition of Montreal, (waving the probabil- 
ity of obtainiog it) every one must readily perceive how much 
greater was that of tlie junction of the two armies in the centre 
of the upper province. It was very d' ubtful, whether the con- 
ijuest off. single city would decide the issue oFthe war; where- 
as tlie junction of the two armies ofTcied almost an assurance 
of it Perhaps they erred (only changing the British for the 
American administration) in this, in placing too great confidence 
in the reputation, rank and military experience of General 
Dearborn. But all ihe ruin of the tnterprize ii clcUrii/ allribut- 
atlt to IhxB ii-anl of cooperation.'^ 

IF the observations made by this celebrated historian, in the 
case which he was reviewing are correct, the same obsen-ations 
will more strongly apply to the case here presented to your 
coneideration. because General Dearborn had particular in struc- 
tions which he did not comply with, but agreed to a suspenajon 
ofhoetiUties. 
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If Sir William Howe was thus censured and recalled from his 
command, when liis orders were imly discrelionarj willi respect 
to cn-iiperation with Qeneral Bui gujr He's araiy, I ask, and I 
Eoleitinl; ask, tvhal wiiiild have been his fate, had his orders 
from hiB giivernnient been positive to have co-operated with 
fiurgoyne — and instead of obeyiDg those orders, in imitation of 
Oeurborn. he had agreed to an armistice with General Wash- 
ington, without ioclnding Burgojne's army, and without mak- 
ing any provision that General Washington's army should i-e- 
nain, during the armistice, in the position it then occupied, 
and any part of it, or the whole, with the General at its head, 
had marched to the Hudson, and re-enforced Gates' army. 

'I'hJ!. might have been done, under such circumstances, witli 
the most perfect safety to every other part of the country dur- 
ing this suspension of hostilitiGS between Washingtoc and 
Howe. 

I believe you vn\] accord with me in the opinion, that if Howe 
had made such an agreement with Washington, it would have 
caused the immediate and certain destruction of Burgoyne ; and 
nothing could have sheltered him from te vengeance of any 
administration which bad any regard to character, ftolicy, or 
justice. 



No. XXIX * 

On (he return of this joyful anniversary of our independence, 
it would be most grateful indeed to me only to indulge in a re- 
collection of the means by which it was produced, and tlie hon- 
ours aiid blessings it has afforded, unmingled with any regrets 
for nubsequent minfnrlunes. 

Indeed, (his event is considered so important that the ccle- 
bration of it is not confined to our own country, but patriots and 
sages, throughout the civilized world, hail the example as the 
dawn of their freedom. 

It affords mc happiness, which no language can uxpress, lliai 
I lived at the period when these great events were passing, that 
my little bark followed, and sailed attendant, with that of our 

• Tint piiblliheil. in tlif American 3ia»iman, Mandq-, Ivty fitfi, IBM. 
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itlustrious leader, partook in a small decree of the same suspi- 
cious gale, and witnessed the same glorious triuiii|ili. When 
those invaluable privileges, which had been acqitireil. with so 
much success and glory, were assailed, I waa willing again to 
raise my feeble arm for their aupjiort. 

To ivhat causes ought to be attributed the misfortunes which 
succeeded, is (he object of the meoioirs which 1 am low pre- 
senting for your consideration, t should be wanting in grati- 
tude, did I not both feel and express my sincere and unfeigned 
thanks for the candour with which they have been received, 
and the attention with which they have been i-ead. I cannot 
omit on this occasion, to make my particular acknowledgements 
to the conductors of our free presses, for their liberality, in 
givinjj; publicity to my narrative, and for the candour and im- 
partiality which has appeared in their editorial reniark« As 
long as this blessing is maintained, truth will break down tlie 
karriera of falsehood, and overcome all opposition. 

This number coming in its regnlar course, on this auspicious 
Jay, no considerations ought to induce me to deviate from the 
^ytilem I have adopted, I shall deeply regret the necessity of 
stating a single fact, or drawing a single inference, which may 
have the least tendency to disturb the repose of His Eicellency, 
Governour Eustis, both on account of the personal friendship, 
which long subsisted between us, and the high esteem I have 
entertained for his character, but likewise un account of rhe 
profound respect for ihe majority of his electors, and my un- 
shaken attachment, notwithstanding all I have sitOered. In ihe 
principles which have elevated him to Ihe chief magistracy of 
the commonwealth. They are principles, which I early im- 
bibed, for which, in my youth I have often fought, and whir h I 
hope to cherish during the future remnant of my life. Princi- 
ples are Gied and immutable, and it is no reason to abandon 
them because they are sometimes abused and perverted by those 
who profess to follow them, or because innocence sometimes 
suffers by such abuse, and perversion. I shall therefore now 
present to you an oflicial letter from His Bxcellency, then Se- 
cretary of War, to General Dearborn, dated after ihe disasters 
of Ihe campaign had happened, which seems very clearly to un- 
fold the views and intentions of the adniiuislratioti, in relation 
A its misfortunes. fVol. 6, p. 863. ~| 
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** JFar Departments Dee. 18, 1812. 

^'SIR, — ^Your letter of the 11th iiist is received. FhrtU' 

natehf for you^ the want of success which has attended thecam- 

. paign will be attributed to tht Secretarj of War. So long as 

jou enjoy the confidence of the government, the clamour of the 

discontented should not be regarded. 

^^ YoQ are requested to make an exchange of General Hull, 

as soon as possible. 

[.W^erfJ W. EUSllS. 

** Major General H. Dbarboeji.'' 

hy tUs letter, it appears, that at the time it was dated, T was 
a prisoner, and General Dearborn was requested to make an 
arrangement, and effect nij exchange, as soon as was possible. 
This letter, under the circumstances, speaks in language too 
plain to be misumlerstood. General Dearborn is informed tliat 
it is fortunate for him, that the want of success which has at- 
tended the campaign will be attributed to tlie Secretary of War. 
Hrre His Excellency, then Secretary of War, in a very kind 
munher, ajgr^es that all the misfortunes of the campaign, shall 
rest upim himself. He informs the General tliat he ought not 
to regarti the opinions of those who are dissatisfied, as long as 
he retains the confidence of the government. 

>\*hat is the proper construction to be given to the foregoing 
sentence r Is it not obviouslv this, that the opinions of the 
petipio ought to be disregarded as long as General Dearborn re- 
tainoti the confidence of the administration, the ser^'ants of the 
piMkple ? Your opinions ouglit to be held in contempt, while 
the opiniouN of those to whom you ha\e committed a temporary 
au*)u>rity ouglit to be respected ! Is this the genius and spirit 
of the s^nernment under \% Inch you live? Can a sentiment 
like this receive your approbation, however decorated with titles 
and authority the individual may be from whom it proceeds ? 
The opinions of the administration, to be respected, and your 
opinions, my fellow citizens, to be disregardetl ! ! — Here the 
Secretary acknowledged, from under his own hand, that the 
misfortunes of the campaign would be attributed to him. His 
character, therefore, as Secretary of War, by his own confes- 
sion, was implicated. Did it comport with the dignity of his 
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office or the honour of his character, (u retire, boiDC down with 
•uch a load of opprobrium ? 

When he voluntarily consented to tuke these misfortunes 
from the shoultlerB of General Diuiborn he knew they would 
not evaporate in smoke, anil lliat it would require gome power- 
ful engine to remove tliem. Thus commenced the [ilan de- 
signed for my destruction- liy General Deaiborn's ariange- 
ments I was immediately exchanged j and, at the same time 
tliat I received notice of my escliange, I was arrested, and 
called to answer to a volume of charges prepared by Mr. Dal- 
las, who had been specially employed by the administration for 
the purpose. He was assisted by a number of my officers, who 
seeing the favour and patronage L'ulonel Cass had received from 
his official letter, were willing to follow his example, and wei-e 
not djuppuiiited in their reward. All the prominent acts of tlic 
campaign, in this volume of charges, were made capital ofTencea, 
a.llhough many of these very acts, had before, been highly aj»- 
proved by the very administration which now exhibited them. 
This was the engine which was prejuired to relieve the Secre- 
' tftfy, from the burden, which he had in so generous a manner 

^^L taken front the General's shoulders. The success of the plan 
^^H which was formed for my destruction, is well known to you, as 
^^f - well as the rewards which have been given to those who formed 
H and executed it. General Dearborn was continued in office, 

with all Ihe emoluments of commanding General, to the close 
of the war, without any inquiry into his conduct for not obeying 
the President's orders, and has since been appointed Ambas- 
sador to a foreign court, with a compensation of thirly-sis thou- 
sand dollars of your money, for three years' services. The 
Secretary of War. Gnvernour Eusiis. retired from the war de- 
partment, witii the misfortunes of die campaign upon his <ihoul- 
<iers,anda8Bom, aslichad beenrelievedby the plan that had been 
adopted, was rewarded with the appoiutmi'nl of Ambassador to 
Holland, with the same compensation of ihiriy-sii thousand 
dnllars for three years' nervicea. This lettev. wiiicli uniil very 
lately has not been obtained, unfolds the (Ian I' the ndminia- 
tration, and a scene of injustice and op))rcssion which haa few 
■ examples in the annals of the world. 

^^1 This conduct of his Excellency will probably seem unac- 
^^H' cbuntable and mysterious. Rverv impattial man must be of 
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the opinion (he misfortunes nf ihe campaign, ouglil to have rest- 
ed un the ijfBcer. whose ciiiu!u> t had produced ihetn — noiiviih- 
■taniiinu; a declaration (if war was made before a navy was built 
on lake Erie, and before other necessary preparations were 
made, yet no fault, on that account ought, perliap^ to have been 
imputed to the Secretary — notwithstanding the delay in giving 
roe notice of war being declared, anil (he misfortunes which 
arose fi-om that delay; and no'wthslarding the orders I ri'ceiv- 
«d to march Ihe army, f commanded to Detroit, eighteen miles 
in the rear of the enemy's principal fortress, and from th<?nce to 
commence oHensive operations, yet had General Dearborn 
obeyed the orders ho repeatedly received, from Governour Eus- 
tis, then Secretary of War. Upper Canada would, without any 
doubt have been conquered that campait^.and we being in pos- 
session of all the harbours, on every side of the lake, the navy 
of the enemy must have fallen into our possession' — There is 
the strongest possible ground!^ for an opinion of lhif> kird, all 
the regular troojis in the northern sections of the country were 
placed under General Dearborn's command; all the militia of 
the powerful'stttte of New York, were under his cnntroul and 
vi-defg. Indeed he had the means in his power of making the 
invasion from the Niagara River, with an anjiy capable of con- 
quering, as fast as it could have marched, and in his ofiicial dis- 
patches to the government, in imitation of Cssar — three words 
only would have been necessary, '* VenJ, vidi, vici." He was 
ordered to place the forces, under his commacd, in suitable 
situations for this purpose, as appcarn by the Secretary's letters 
to him, and to attack the enemy's posts, and to co-operate with 
my forces — He did not obey tlie&e orders of the President, com- 
municated by the Secretary, but agreed to the armistice, which 
has been fully stated — This disobedience of orders waslhegi-eat 
cauNe of the misfortunes <if the cami>aign — After the Secretary 
had given the necessary ordtrs, had ihey been obeyed, ihe ob- 
ject would have been obtained, and the campaign would have 
closed with conquest and glory, instead of miBforlune. \' by 
was he willing, to take on himself that misfortune, and inform 
General Dearborn that, he was to retain the coi-lidence of tlie 
tdmiitistratiun. and ought to disregard your opinions f 

The Sucretary well knew the ordirs he hnd given General 
Dearborn, to ci>-upen(te witli ray army, and how he had disre^ 
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gtrded them — He knew the insDner in which he bad made an 
armietice, and how it was disapproved by the President — He 
knew tlmt it was done without any aulliority, and the effects it 
had on the operations of liie campaign — He must have known 
then General Dearbura ought la have been :uspoDsibte, for the 
misrortnnea, which he look on hintBclf in his letter, which lias 
been recitetl. V>\iy then, I ask you. did lie consent to relin- 
(juUh his important office, in the midst of a war, and carry with 
him disasters, which belonged to anotlier ? 

In reflecting on this sulijecl, there certainly is great difficulty 
in determining, what possible motives could have induced I U 
Excellency to have written this letter. — He must have known 
better than any other officer of tlie government, all the circum- 
stances attending the cainpiiign — He well knew that I had obey- 
ed every order, which I had received from tlie government, be- 
cause he himself as the military organ, had communicated them 
— He knew, that in obedience to his orders, I had marched the 
army to Detroit, after the declaration of war. contrary to my 
own opinion — He knew tliat 1 had made the invasion of Ca-ia- 
da, in conformity to the orders I had received from him, — He 
knew that an attack on Maiden, and all my other orders ei- 
cepting those I have nientiuticd were discretionary. — VV ith res- 
peel to General Dearborn, he well knew, that he had neglected 
to assemble his forces on the Niagara river, and co-opentte with 
me according to the repeated and positive orders of the I'rcai- 
denU communicated by him. He liad a perfect knowledge] 
that without any authority. General Dearborn had agreed with 
the enemy, to a suspension of hostilities, in which my urmy wai 
not included, and that it uas disapproved by the President 
and the tflfect which it had on the forces unHer my command, 
and on the fate of tlie campaign. — Knowing therefore that Gen- 
eral Dearborn, had been the cause of the misfortunes of the 
campaign, why did he consent, to become nut only the agent 
purging him from them, but laking them on himself r If Geae-t,! 
ral Dearborn had done his duly, these misfortunes woi 
have taken place. 

I again repeat the question, what could have been themotii 
of his conduct ? 

They undoubtedly were, to shelter the administrating uA, 
especially the Preaident, whose re-election was approachit^ 
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I'rom any censure, in consequence of tliesc tnisfortuneB. Cou- 
siilenng probably, thai the safety of the people, is tiie supreme 
law, and liow much that safety depended, on the officers of thkt 
administration, as a good patriot, and a dear lover of hi* country, 
he probably thunght, that any meiLsures were juatiGnble, nliich 
were necessary to effect so desirable an object. I was then an 
unfortunate prisoner, and the most unprecedented, outragL'ous, 
and wicked measures had been adopted to esrite your iiidisna- 
tion against me. The Secretary himself, was one of the admln- 
islrafion, and by his own confeS'*iun, in the letter which has 
been recited, the misfortunes of the campaign were attributed 
to him. 

By Genera] Dearborn's letter of the I Ith December, to which 
the Secretary's of the I8(h was au answer, it appears that he 
was trembling on uccouni of discontents, and an "pitiiim that 
very generally prevailed, that he was moal justly entitled to a 
largo share of tliese misf>rtunes. Ilow unfortunate for Hia 
Eicollency. whom we all know to be an honourable man, that 
he ever cunsenteil to write this letter in behalf of the adminis- 
tration, and to wipe off every stain from the commanding Gene- 
ral. Better fur his honour, Imd his hand been paralized, be- 
fore he suffered it to do an act, which he must have known was 
BO evidently unjust. His own letters, written with the same 
hand, to General Dearborn, have been recited in tlicse memoirs. 
In llicm it appears, he wae commanded to cn-opcrate with my 
forocs, in the conquest of Upper Canada, and instead of obey- 
ing those orders, lie agreed to a suspension of hostilities, in 
which my army mas not iucluded. which measure was disap- 
proved by the President. When therefore, he wrote this letter, 
he perfectly knew, llial General Dearborn had not obeyed his 
orders, and had done an act which was dinapproved by his mas- 
ter, which was the final fatal cause of these misfortunes- On 
what grounds, tiieu, could he say to General Dearlrarn, you re- 
tain tlie confidence of the guvernmcRt, and ought not to regard the 
opinions of the people ! I ask whether a greater insult on your 
itovcreignty and rights, and a more barefaced outrage on justice 
was ever committed ? .\nd why was this done ? Perhaps His 
Excellency raoy say, tiial this was an official letter, and he 
wrote H merely as the military organ of the administration ^ 
^^ranted. Being however, one of the admiuistratioi), ought 
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he not to have had more regard to himself, than lo have retired 
Irum office with iniKfdrtiiDes which did not belong In him i and 
is there any principle which can justify him in his attempt, to 
purify General Dearborn, when lie must have been flensitilC) 
how deeply he was infected. 

With confidence I tiubniit to your consideration, and I be- 
lieve, I might now with siifely. to the candid judsmenl of His 
Excellency, whether it would not have much better cumfiiirled 
witli the impo/Iance of the uccHsion, and the principles of jui- 
tice, to have in<ililuted an inquiry into the causes nf those mis- 
foriunes, and to have ascertained to whom they oujtht 'o have 
been attributed, rnther than lo have determined themselves, my 
fate, aad unly in have appointed a court martial for the mere 
ceremunj of a trial? The admini>itratiiin, however, did not 
cunA'I'T this a safe mode of proceeding for themselves, and I 
having been the unsuccessful General. — it was thought the pub- 
lic indignation could be transferred from them, and more easily 
fised on me. than on any other utlicer. Hence, for mure than 
a year every piissible effort was made, to excite this indignation 
against me, and all the utficera, who could be induced to be- 
come wilnesoes against me, were promoted, and patronized be- 
fore the trial commenced. 

I believe, my fellow citizens, you will be astonished, thut 
General Dearborn should be appointed by the administration 
President of the court martial ; or that he accepted, when he ' 
knew how deeply he was interested in the result of the trial ; 
your astonishment, however, I have no doubt, will cease when 
yon read the evidence contained in these memoirs, and perceive, 
that neither the administration nor the General, had any other 
safety, than by my condemnation. 

1 have stated, before, generally, the reasons why I did not 
make objections 

In addition to those reasons, I will now answer, that I hsd 
•icrved with him during the war of the revolution, and that he 
then sustained the character of a brave officer. I then cuuM 
not entertain the suspicion, that a brave man, could be u dia- 
konouruhU man. 

Bravery, honour, and impartiality, I considered inseparable 
companions. — The old tnaiim has been confirmed by his tint- 
c t, that there are exceptions to sit general rules. 
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Al that fime I did not know hitw deeply he was interested ia 
tlie eveni <if the trial. Although I requested, that all the let- 
ters which had any relation to the campaign, might be sent to 
the court martial, jet many, which were favourable f(i me, were 
witlif.eld and could not he found in the puhlic ollices ; others 
were likewise withheld and no reason givi-n. It will appear fey 
my defence, that wheti they could not be obtained rrom the of- 
ficers of the departmenls, I applied to the President for his in- 
terference, but, without KucCEtis. 

It will be recollected, that it was then nearly two years after 
the events of the campaign had taken place. That during that 
tinic. 1 had been in arrest, and the administration, had exhibit- 
ed capital charjres against me ; that an honourable and inde- 
pendent court martial had btfen appointed to assemble at 
Philadelphia, the year liefore, where I voluntarily appeved, 
and was ready for my trial ; that, that court martial was dis- 
solved by the President, without giving any reason for its dis- 
solution. That [ had been continued anotlicr year in arrest, 
when a new court martial was selected, of which this interested 
officer was appointed President. _ As I had been sincerely de- 
sirous itiat all my conduct, during that campaign, should be in- 
vestigated, I feared, had 1 objected to the organization of tlie 
court, it would have occasioned further delay. I felt so con- 
scious of innocence, and of having faithfully performed my du- 
ties, that I preferred even a trial by my enemies, ratlicr than a 
further procrastination. 

I did not believe it was possible, that men, distinguished by 
badges of honour, could act a dishonourable part ; 1 did not be- 
lieve it possible, that any patronage which could be given them, 
by the administration, or indeed any considerations could in- 
duce litem, to deviate from the paths of Justice and JIvnour, 
which in all ages have been the glcry of the military profes- 

Whcn, however, 1 saw the commander in chief «f our armies 

'/at the head, and when I beheld a majority of the members, 

luTOung Lieutenant Colonels, very lately promoted to that rank, 

dsome of whom, I knew had been his Aids-dc-Camp, and in- 

(dnced into the army by his patronage, and others, whose 

mes I never had heard, until they were called ou that service, 

k thought it a strange organization of a court martial for the 



I 

I 



143 

trial uf a General officer. Bspecinllj when invariable custom, \ 
and the articles of war provided, that officers should be tried by \ 
tliuiie of at least as high rank as tlieniselTes, where such olficers / 
could be ubtaiued, / 

With respect to the President, it was strange, and indcea\ 
unprecedented, tu see the first officer of the armj, servingj 
on a court martial. Siime v«ry special reasons, must liavfti 
induced the President tu have made this appointment, and t!ie 
General to have accepted It. He was die commanding General \ 
of the armies of the Untied States. The spring uf 1814, was a/ 
critical period of the war : it was an established principle dur-\ 
ing the revolutionary war. that the commander in chief never \ 
aervt^d on a court martial ; the reason is, that an officer appoint- i 
ed a member, from the time a court martial is ordered until it is 
dissolved, is not called on to perform any other duty. It waa 
several months after this court was instituted before it was dis- 
solved. The command of the army therefore, during this time } 
must have devolved on a junior officer. Unless, therefure, some / 
very particular reasons had operated, would General Deaibom, 
have relini|uiahed the command of the army, and degraded him- 
self by performing a duty to which the youngest General was 
competent P I believe, my fellow citizens, you will form a cor- 
rect opinion ou this subject, and believe, that both the fate of 
the administration and tlie fate of the General depended so 
much on this trial, that they were not willing to trust it to other 
liamls; and likewise that tlie first court martial, composed of 
honourable and independent characters was dissolved for the 
same reasons. 

i have thus explained ihe preparatory plan of the administra- 
tion that you may compare it with (he tyrannical and barburoas 



principles the court martial adopted, and the messurea which i\ 



purauad. 
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lind rnlistcil against me, in nid nf Ihe military Judge Advocate, 
s prurpBsional gentlcmdi of lIiU Slate, not Ica^ ttistinguislieil 
fur his tttlcnts." 

I liavc made this stalement. in anl«r to show to you in the 
plainest manner, ihe inconsistent, unequal, ^d lymnnical 
principles whicli were adopted by tfie court martial in the coin* 
menccment of the trial, to cnntrast them with the decision, 
which at tlir same lime wn* made on my application for coun- 
sel, to assist me in my defence. 

1 cannot but here uhserrc, that not only the ciinricter, which I 
hid cttablishud in a life of public sernces. lor near lialfa cen- 
tury, and particularly in Railing the battles for your safety, 
glory, and independence, was at stakit, but that life which God 
ha* ipven me. 

I did not aak to be permitted to employ counsel at the ex- 
penie of the got ermnent. but at my own exjiense. 

1 will now- inform jun, what was tlie decision of the court, 
which was rigidly adhered to thruugboui the whole trial. 

That the counsel, employed by lite adroinistralioo. my prose* 
culora, should be sdntilted to examine the witnesses, produce 
the documento, speak to all collateral (|uesitunB, and lastly, to 
the final cguestioii, and that I should not be permitted lo em- 
ploy counsel, even at my own expense, lo open their lips, in 
the prTsence of the court, in cvHmining witnesses, producing 
documents, or speakioK on any collateral questions ol Ihw, 
whith might arise, in the course of the trial, or on thf tinal 
queallaa. whether guilty or not guilty. Here you see, one rule 
was established for the prusecuiion, and another for the prisoner 
in hit defence. My otgert will be. now, to prove to yoo. tliat 
this decioiun of the court iiui-tial. wis not only unequal, inn.n- 
i^alenl. and tyiannieal. bat iltat it was Amtrary to the tunds- 
mvtilal princiides ol our i^vemmeDl, and the spirit of the coo- 
•litmlon ot out inuiHry. To that constitution which was «b- 
talntftl, by the blood of many of your Fathers 1 now apptul, 
aiiillflhv meinben of that court martial wilt read it in ihe 
apti'lt ftf candour, (hey must ttxl shame and remorae, fur the 
|illtKt|dis they adopte^l. 

J lU thi» eoosiitutiun, it in pn>vidfii, that is all criminal prose- 
VftViMis ihe accu*ed aliall enjoy the right, to have the assiataace 
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«r counsel for his di-ti-ncc. Ili^re (lie right is placed on Uic 
broadest roundatiun. -^ 

This right is the pmpertj of every individual. No \Mvitr 
caa deprive him of it. It is (he first, and hif;l>e!it law uf the 
land^-Congress has no aulhoritj to make a law coiitiary to it — 
It is bindinjt; nn all courts, ticilh civil and iiiilitarj'. 

Instead of adopting the rational aiid liberal priociplea, auU 
spirit of our constitution, which ought to be engraftrd on all our 
inslituUons. the court martial scarrhed the recoi-ds of thai na- 
tion with which we wfirr then at war, and from which we had 
separated, on account of the oppression, and tyranny of its ^v- 
emment. In those records fai- back, in tke dark aces of arbi- 
trary and despotic government, when a prosiiculioii by tlic 
Ctowu, was in eftucU a sentence of death, and when the object 
was to guard against every interposition, between the accused, 
and the sword of the kinj;. The court martial, with the assis- 
tance of (.heir unauthorized special Judge Advocate, bund sauir 
authorities, on which to ground Ihdr decision. 

In recurring (o the authorities, on which those tyrannical 
principles adopted by the court martini were foundcil, it will be 
ieen. that (he Englisli writers, who have attempted to support 
them, findingthey were cuDirary In the fundamental principle^ 
of the British government, were obliged to refer to the practice 
of the Egyptians for their support. 

As I observed to the couit mailial. every commentator who 
has written on (he subject, has blushed (iir the absurdity and 
barbarity of (he reasons on which, the exclusion of counsel, in 
behalf of the prisoner, is founded. Speaking of this rule. Illack- 
stone says, " It is a role, which however, it may be palliated, 
seetus not to be of a piece with the rest of the humane treatment 
of prisoners, by the Bnglish law; for on what face of reason 
can that Bssiatance be denied to save the life of a man, which is 
allowed him in every petty trespass.'^ 

Christian, in his Notes on Blackstone, saya — '*It is very ei- 
tntordinary, the assistance of counsel should be denied, where it 
is wanted most. That is when it is wanted (o defend (he life, 
the honour, and all the property of an individual." 

Thus we see the light in wliich ihe liberal commentators, con'— 
sider this subject. 

Shall we, then, who live under the freest government i/i the 
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fforld. be governed bj roles, which are tleriTecl fi-om snch a 
source, and have nngiriaied in SDch motiveir ^hall we adopt 
ru1» al which the sense, reason, and humanity of mankinil, 
liiuce the civilization of the world, have revolted? I nflk these 
(ineations ■ ilh a confidenee, that when you, my fellow citiTeoB, 
have conaidered ihein. you will answer them, with the spirit of 
freemen, and Htsinp your indignation on Bhy tribunal, acting un- 
der your mild constitution, which has adopted such inhuman, 
and barbarous principles i principles so contrary, to the genius 
and spirit of the government, under which you live. 

If, my fellow citir.ens, you find such principles, u have here 
been exhibited, adopted by the conrt martial, at the commence- 
ment of its proceedings, what will be your expectations in the 
progress and final issue of the cause. To your candid judg- 
ment I submit the subject of this memoir, and in my next, shall 
consider the conduct of the court, in admitting the opinions of 
flic witnesses to prove the charges against me. 



No. XXXI. 

i utuii fear that I shall not be able to dn justice to the sub- 
ject of this number. Each of you, my fellow citizens, as well 
as myself, have a deep interest in the principles which will be 
considered — not only your characters and all that is dear to 
you, but your lives may depend on them. It is easy to make 
out a string of capital charges ngainst any individual in public 
or private life- If tlie opinions of witnesses are admitted aa 
evidence to prove such charges, the witnesses themselves become 
the judges, and the necessity of any other judicial tribunal is 
superceded. All the proceedings way be sammarj ; it will on- 
ly be necessarv for the accusers, which in this case were the ad> 
ministration, to call up the witnesses, take their opinions, and 
execute the acntence. Such a precedent becomes law ! and 
must govern in future similar cases. Whenever the court ad- 
mila tlie opinion of witnesses as evidence of the proof of facts, 
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it fields op its prerogative to the witncssee. aad they nitWy tf- 
{war in the novel characlrr nf judges. 

Ii) (he present depraved stule of human nature, the most in- 
cslrulnblc evils would be prnduced hj a tyrttm of this kind. 
Interest, prejadice, revenge, ami malice have so powerful an 
infliieiice on human conduct, that the ties uf moral oliiigation 
arr broken by them, Irtte cobwebs, and lose all their biriiliiig in- 
fluence. By the admihsion n( such a principle, therefore, ihs 
lit PS and dearest intereHla of any individual may easily be u- ■ 
cnficed on any oltar, where such passions are kindled. 

Where facts are netebsary to prove chsi'^s, witnesses art ) 
restrained by )hc obligations nf oaths. Their testimony is li&- ' 
ble to be coniroulled by other lestiinony, and if it appears they ■ 
have lealifieil faUely they are liable to be indicted, and punish- I 
ed fur the crime of perjury. The obligation of an oath, for tlifa " 
proof of facts is the best security that can be afTurded. This 
security is entirely removed where the opinion of wiliicfiies art 
taken. For no man is liable to punishment for his opinion, and 
it would be impossible to prove the motives that induced hira t* 
give it. They remain in his own breast. Tlie Court Martisl 
was appoiaied to determine whether certain facts were true 
which constituted criminal chai-ges. The witheixes were per- 
milied by the court to give their own opinions, without Slating 
any facts which would be tlie least foundntinn for them. The 
facts on which the charges against me were founded, were— 

1st For employing a snjall vessel at the Miami of lake Erie, 
to transport the sick and b^gage not wanted on the march, td 
Uctroil, the distance being atwut seventy miles, 

Sdly- For not attacking the enemy's fortress at Maiden. 
3d1y. Fur retreating to Detroit and there taking a defcnairt j 
position. 

4thly. For not opening ray communication to Ohio ; — snd ' 
JFUdy, for Bgreeipg to the capitulation. 

For the employment of the vessel a charge of treaaon VM ' 
founded. By the foregoing numbers it will appear, thattliis 
measure would have been highly proper, in time of peace, aad 
that I had received no knowledge uf the war. Ami lliis want 
of knowledge, was occasioned hy the fault of the Secretary of 
■War. in not giving me as early notice of it as mi^t ha»« 
b^ea given, — and tlie evidence «m stronger (if there had bee* 
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treason) that it was at Washington, than at my camp. If aoj- 
price<Ient» cmild have bteii fviind, where (he opinioLS of wit- 
nesoes had bern ailmilted lo hare proved overt acts of treafloD, 
this charj^e might unduiibtedly have been proved. To esiablish 
a tiew precedent, afier great deliberation, was tliought too open, 
and too outrageous an attack on justice. The reaction it would 
have on the administration, probably operated more powerfully, 
than any other con 'ii deration. As t have before observed, 
on this charge, and its specifications, 1 was acquitted, and opin 
ions were reserved for tho^e which followed. Ity a recurrence 
to the evidence which has been exhibited, contained in the let- 
ters iif tho Secretary of War, it will he seen, that I had no or- 
ders 00 any of the subjects, and that all these acts were intrust- 
ed by the administration to my discretion. The crimes, there- 
fore, of which the administration accused ine, were, for not 
exercising this discretion properly; for not exercising it in the 
manner which some of the militia ofBcers of liie state of Ohio 
thought they would have exercised it, had Ihey commanded the 
army, and had it been intrusted to them. If ihey had been 
Generals, (and some of them were so created, immediately af- 
ter the campaign, by the administration, for their wordy 
valour,) fltey would have attacked Maiden, ififty would not 
have recrosBcd the Detroit river, thry would have opened the 
communication to Ohio, they would not have agreed to the ca- 
pitulation. 

By an attention to the evidenc« against me on the four last 
charges, it will likewise be seen, that the opinions of these same 
inexperienced, and interested officers, were received by the 
court martial, to prove my depression of spirits, and the altera- 
tion of my countenance. Fur two or three nights, I had little or 
no sleep, and had very few officers to assist me, in whom I 
could place the least confidence. My orincipal officer. Colonel 
Miller, was sick and unable to perform uuy du\y. With entire 
confidence I shall submit to yourjudgment, whether the fatigues 
) had endured, the high responsibility of my situation, and the 
want of any kind of assistance, on which 1 could depend, will 
not sufficiently account for a depression of spirits, and a difler- 
eiii appearance of countenance ? Colonel Snelling was promot- 
ed and selected as a leading wilnesit against me It is a duty 
1 owe both to myself and to y«a, to state his situation at thnt 
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lime, and show how deeply iDterested he was in the result 6! 
toy trial. 

On the nig;lit of the 1 5lh of August, lie commanded (he ^ard, 
stationed At the Spring Wells, and there was attached to his 
command a piece of Hrtillery- At this place General Brocic 
landed with his anny the next murninj; at day-light' Colonel 
Snelling was ordered to remain at tills post, until he received 
orders from me to retreat, or nntil ho was compelled by a supe- 
riour force of the enemy — and to give me information of any I 
moveraentE of the enemy The Spring Wells were opposite to 
Sandwich, where General Brock's forces were stationed, and ! 
his vessels of war were on the river between the two places. 
Colonel Snelling without any orders from me left his post, and 
inarched his men to the fort, with the piere of artillery, n littl* 
before day lip;ht on the morning of the 16th. His testimony 
before the Court Martial is in these woi-ds — " I returned with 
roy detachment before ilay. I thinV the dawn was perceptibli' oa 
my arrival at the fort, but am not certain ; the piece of artille- 
ry I left at the gate of the citadel — my detachment I marched 
into the fort." 

When Col. Snelling wni giving his testimony, and was iu- 
(juired of, from whom he received orders to return from his st&- 
tion at the Spring Wells at day light, in the morning, he an- 
swered — " From some person in the General's family, I do not 
recollect whom, I believe from Brigade-Major Jessup, but am 
not certain." Col. Snelling wished afterwards to alter this 
testimony, ami then said there was a man called Coi. Wallace, 
not recognized by tlie officers, lie did not, however, say he 
received orders from him. 

These facta he acknowledged, and thus he equivocated in his 
testimony. 

Uajor Jessup was present, when he made this acknowlcdg- 
nent iu Ins testimony, of leaving his post, and undoubtedly in- 
ibrmed liim that he did not give him the orders, which induced 
him to alter his testimony. His mecv hint, with re»peci to 
Col. Wallace, was probably intended to make an imp-e^sioa' 
Dial he received the orders from him. Alihuugh he does not 
»ay it, as Col. Wallace was present, and would liavi> contradict- 
ed it; and tliore was this fiirllicr renson, aahehifse'l ■lei;lared, 
Ihat Colonel ^V'allace, was not reci^ir.ed by the officors, m an 
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aicMe-camp, and coDsequentlj, had no authorilir to gite such 
flrder*. 

Knowing the fact, ihst he had abandoned his po!it without 
ordera, he well invai what hia fate miint hare been, had 1 been 
acquitted Nothing biil the events "if the 16ih, prevented ine 
from arreslirtg him at that time. In forming a jud^ent oii his 
tesiimun; (he fact here related, jua will, undoubtedly, ihiuk 
ought lu be kept in mind. Col. Snelling was not on trial, and 
tbti ruurt did Hot thinit proper to investi^te t)ie fact, although I 
stult^U 1 had not authorized bbt officer, to order him from hla 
posr. 

As his opinion was relie<l on In prove the moat iniporlant 
charfrea, it would have been dangeruus lo have suBered any 
thing to have been ».iid which would have invalidated his tcsti- 
muny. Theite opinions were received to prove ejitire chuiges, 
and entire specifications uf charges- By thus receiving the 
vpiuions of a vriinese in the whule marter in issue, or on a par- 
ticular specification, in a cliarge, is precisely the Hanit^, as pre 
senling the list of charges, aod asking each individual wilnesa, 
whether he believes the accused guilty f If the witness is cred- 
ited, of what use is it for the court to go farther ? The accused 
is found guilty by the opinion of the witness, and the members 
of the Court Martial become the mere organs of his opinion. 
If, on the contrary, the witness sweai-s to facts, the court is left 
to decide, whether the facts are proved, ai:d whether the facts 
thus proved constitute the charges. As a fact, a witness can 
answer with certainty; his testimony, if untrue, tun be im- 
peached, circumstances may be introduced, to rebut iu infer- 
ences ; but where is the restraint on Dpininn ? The witness is 
licensed and free ! He roams at large, and if unchecked by any 
rooful obligation, he finds an easy victim in any iodividuoli 
against whom the want of success alone, has excited the public 
clamour. 

To engraft a scion of this kind, on the tree of liberty, which 
was not only planted by our forefathers, in this soil of fVeeilom, 
but protected by their valour, and nurtured and defended by 
their gallant descendants, would produce a branch, whn'.e fruit 
would be as dissimilar to that of the dcij^nnt stnrk. as de-nntjsm 
is ilissimilarlo freedom, — and the rasie iif which could never 
be relibhed, by the present or future generatioUB. 
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If the human fitelingi and pnssioas can be delermined bv ilie 
appearance of the countetinnce, and witnesses are admitted to 
tentiry what (liose reeliD;;^ and passiun^^ are by this standard, 
sod capital »flcnce« are to be proved in thia manner. I oak you 
t» cdDftider to what dreadful consequcncex luch a doctrine 
would lead. \Uow me lierc to offer an illustration. When 
Colonel Saelling was on the sLind, giving his testimony before 
the court martial. I mjself, and many others present, observed 
a strange and unusual appearance in liia eountennnce ; we were 
oi the npinisn that it indicated strong features of prejudice, 
malice, and revenge against me, and a fixed determination to 
My every thins; he could bring to his recollection to jnjure me, 
and prove the high charges which were exhibited against me. 
Suppose Coloael Snelling had been indicted for perjury, for giv- 
ing this testimony — and suppose we had been called on as wit- 
nesses to have proved that he had been gui'ly of perjury— 
wsuld our testimony, whatever knowledge we roij^ht have pro- 
fessed tn have acquired in physiognomy, have been admitted by 
any court, to have proved, by th« expression of liis countenance, 
that he had been guilty of perjury ? 

It is impossible to conceive the evils which would result from 
admitting the opinions of witnesses in proof of charges of ihis 
kind. The judgment of the court, distracted amidst the con- 
flicting opinions of conflicting iDterests, lias no guide ; its pow- 
ers are transferred to another tribunal ; and the unfortunate 
prisoner stands convicted, not on facts, but on opinions. Tlie 
I'esult of such proceedings must necessarily lead to the most un- 
heard of ubuses. An administration, instead of resorting lo llie 
ordinary modes of criminal proof, would have only to hunt up 
•pinions, to bring In the scaftbid the most meritorious charac- 
ters, 'llie experience, knowledge and characters of the wit- 
nesses, in the case now under review, will present n striking 
illnstrntion of tlis subject. Tliey were principally mlliiia offi- 
cers, burn and educated in the wilderness of Ohio, who had no 
other knowledge of military movcmenls. exceitling what they 
had acciuired in the training of companies about tlieir door^ 
Tlicy hdd been elected as oflicers by llie men they commnnded^ 
who considered themselves in every respect as their eijuals, and 
would not submit to the necessary restraints of military disci- 
filine. If Ihev received any orders from these officers which 
90 
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they disapproved, it was their custom to consult together, antl 
determine what measuros should be puraui'd. It frequently 
Iiappened, that the^i^ officers were treated with the |;reateGl in- 
dignity ; and one of the officera of the Ith regiment ti-stificd, on 

/my trial, (see Lieut. Col. Furlws' report, page 13J) "that-^ne 

f evening, at Urbanno, there wis a noise ; whon he [wilness] ran 
eot to inquire tho cntisc, ami snw some men of liis regiment, 

t who informed lii.ii, it tfii» only some of the Ohio mUilia riding 

I tnuoftlieir nffieers on n rail." 

It ia with dcF{i regret tliat I mention circumstances of this 
Icinii. and should not il<> it, were it no: necessary you should 
Itnon- die character of both oHicers and soldiers wbo compuBed 
the army furnished by the administration. 

Farther to illustrate the subject under review; I will here re- 
peat the same observations which I made before the court mar- 
tian in my defence. I recite (he words of my defence, because 
if I had (hen made any etatemenl which was not founded in 
(roth, the court would have corrected me. 

./^"K seems extraordinary, that there has not heen a witness 
csamioetl on the part of the prosecution, who has not been pro- 

' noted since he was under my command. A great majority of 
fhe yoiinif gentlemen who have been called by the Judge Advo- 
cni'-> have appeared decorated with iheir epaulets; these have 
been bestowed, and sometimes with the augmentation of a star, 
upon gentlemen who began their military career with my unfor- 
tunate campaign 

" By what i^ervices many of these gentlemen liave merited 
such rapid promolioo, I have not learned But if it all arises 
out of their achievements while under my command, I must *ay, 
that it appears f» me my expedition was more prolilic of promo- 
tion than any other unsuccesslnl military enterprise I ever 
heard of. 

" It cannot be that it has been intended to give a weight to 
the testimony of these witnesses, by giving Ihcra ranki and 
honoui's, whii'h it would not olhenvise have had. But when 
my military charncier and measures are to be tested by llic 
opinins of gentlenien. with high sounding titles of military 
rank, I think il necesa.iry to remind the court, llial with the ex> 
eeptinn of a few of the young ofliccrs. there are none of them 
whv kava not been prwnoted to their high stations without hav- 
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tag Ijatl any miliUry expcnence, uinl witlioul, aslarasl liate 
heard, eicr having diijcuvertil niij' uililnry Uleiil ui genius. 

"Iflhu upiiiioDs ur»itne»ses, ua (nilitar,y aubJecU. ought Ui 
any case to be listened to, (wliich 1 conceive ouglit iiut to be) 
yet I tliiiik the <)[>iniuiis uf men of tlietie Oesicriptiuus ougbt lo be 
reccii'cd u'ltJi the greuie^t caulion." 

Witbuut tmpuling unwoitiiy motives (o the ad miuiiit ration, 
in making these piooiutioria, as inducements to the witnesses lu 
give a hio;h colouring to (heir testiiiioiiT. 1 entleuvoured to 
account for it iti the following language. 

"The Gilranrdiuarj pruuioliniis Hhich the wiluesses against 
ine hare (icnerallv atiained, I think may be accounted for, by a 
recuiTeiii:e to the fuct of tviiich this trial has afforded tlie must 
conclusive evidence; which is, that each of tite witnesses, from 
the UcDcral to the youDgeet and lowci^t officer that has heun 
called by the Judge Advocate, is hiuieelf, in his own opinion, a 
Aero- 

" From General McArliiur, who Ihuught himself capable uV; 
fighting a whole gamison, down to Ihe lowest rank, <'vciy oflicer 
seems (o bavo thought, [hat if he hail been the commanding 
General, or if 1 had taken hit advice, all would have guui: well. 
No duulil lliey have, in justice lo themselves, made these repre- 
sentations to Ibe goveniiueut ; and their rank must be consider- 
ed a reward for the great things wliich tliey taid they would 
have done, ratlier than to have been acquired by any actual 
service " 

Before 1 close this number, I caitnol omit lo make some ob- 
servations on the unprecedented rule which tlic court adopted 
in the examination of the witnesses, nhich was, lo examine each 
witness in the presence of the rest. And here I will make lli« 
game remarks which 1 made in my defence. 

" Till ihis court decided that it should be so, I did think it 
was a well established rule of martial as well as civil law, that 
ifae witnesses should be examined separately. The justice and 
propriety of this rule 1 have very sensibly felt on this occasion, 
in a l^ase where so much may depend upon the language oi 
phrases in which the witnesses express themselves. It would 
bave beeD desirable, that each should have been left to the ne- 
)ity of aelecliiig his own language to express his meaning. 
But according to the course pursued, each witaus was at liber 
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ty to ailnpt the woiils which haJ been used by any other wit- 
ness on the fisme point. — The iIiH|MKition of several of the wit- 
nessea to t)a so, has been very plainly manifested, by ihcir 
answerin^, when inlerriigaletl respecting my personal beha- 
viour, that it was the lame as had been represented by a prior 
witness." 

In these courts marlial, when the nicmbere, among whom ' 
ihert' may bo great ine([uality of "rades, are intended to be put 
on an equal footing an judges care has been taken tu avoid, as 
far as possible, the influence likely to arise from authority. It 
is on this account, (hat the opinion uf the youngest is always 
first taken. And it was on tlie same account, ns I conceive, 
that the rule was established, that witnesses should be examin- 
ed separately — that the jou»;^r might not be influenced in his 
testimony by what might be said by his superiour. It would be 
contrary to experience of the human disposition to suppose, af- 
ter a subaltern had heard two ov ihree Generals, and oQicers of 
higher rank than himself, testify, to whose authority he is per 
haps subservient, ur to whose good word he may have owed, or 
expects to owe, his proniuUini, tiial he will be willing to contra- 
diet what his superiours liiive said, or even to make a rcprc- 
eentation which will vary Irom llieirs. 

If, in any case, the weight of tiih sort of iafluencc could 
be fek on the testimony, tlie mode which was pursued gave it 
the fairest scope. 

The witnesses were generally aixaiiged, and produced ac- 
cording to their rank, commencing with those who bad been pro- 
moted from the rank of Lieutenant Colonels in the Ohio militia, 
to the rank of Generals iti the standing army, and the principal 
one with an additional appointment as Governour of the terri- 
tory of Michigan, which appointment, for nine years, I bad 
held, during which iime my conduct in that station had uni- 
formly received the approbation of tlie government. When iKe 
trial commenced, the rjueslion arose, whether the witnesses 
ought (o be examined in the presence of each other] to which 
the President, General Dearborn, replied, that it was not ne- 
cessary, in his judgment, to examine them apart. |^See Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forbes' report, page 117-3 As all the proceed- 
ings uf the court were reguUted by his opinion, it would havB 
treeu only a useless waste of time tu hare discussed the qaetf 
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tion. — Ilia juds^nieiit was pronounced in a positive mannef, and 
the Uoui-l at once acquiesced iu it. As the strong barriers «tf 
the constitution had been no security, but had been overlenpedi 
on olUer questions ; and objections .m ibis could only have been 
drawn from precedent, and Uie authority of the best udters on 
military subjects; I believe ynu will be satisGed that tuiy rea- 
iglit have offered would have been unavailing — eepeiial- 
ly il'ter the judgmeiit of so ^reat an authority as the command- 
er ic chief had been pronouni:ed ; especial/y as the whole plot 
which had been concerted miglit have failed. 

Thus have I exhibited some of the lending principles by 
which the proceedings of the Court Martial were governed, for 
the purpose of giving you a knowledge of the manner in which 
my trial was conducted. 

If tiiis were llio conduct of the Court Martial, it may be ask- 
ed why 1 addressed them in different language in my defence. 
The rtaaon is, my observatio'is were then made according tu 
the knowledge I possessed. The necessary documents to show 
how deeply interested the President of the court was, could not 
be obialned. 1 acknowledged the patience of the court, as it 
had been manifested by a session of more than forty days. In 
many instances, tlic course which was pursued was contrary tu 
any •■iperience of which I had any knowledge, and to which I 
4ri>jecied. The President and members were constitutional 
judges, and if they erred, as all men are liable to err, I hoped 
they were honest errnur- I observed I bad confidence in their 
honour; from my youth I had always been taught to confide in 
the honour of military characters ; indeed those observations 
were made on the ground that it is human to err. f objected, 
however, and stated my own ideas at the time. It would have 
been improper fur me then to have imputed other than 1ionoura~ 
blc motives ; although there appeared to mc a deviation in the 
course, yet, in the end, I expected justice. The pill which had 
been made for me had been prepared in secret, and it was so 
covered that I could not discern the deadly poison wliich it 
contained, llaviui; now obtained and spread before you the 
evidence, with respect to the deep interest which both the ad- 
ult nistrati on and the liead of the court had in the result of tlie 
trial, I believe the answer I have given to the tDqutrj' I h&TC 
mentioned, will be satisfkctoiy. 
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Kvcry iiiember vf tliat court martial tJepi-ndcd ou Ihe ulmio 
Utration tor Iih mililarj existence ! and on you, fellow citizens, 
the adtnlnislratiun depvndud fur the conliuuancu of power. 

The declaration iif war, without suitable pre[)ara(ion, aud ihei 
misforfuiieg which li&d atlended its progreGS, i-xcited 3'oui- jint; 
resentment. The language of diecoatcnl, in tlic lii-st iiiiitiiiice, 
wsB pi-onuuitced bj jou, with a fieedom becoming your clmrac- 
ter, and pointed ngainst those to whom you had committed 
your safely. The very ground trembled on which the adTiiinis- 
tration stood. To satisfy your just resentment, it was evident 
u sacrifice must be prepared. The plan presented in my Ust 
number was devised; nnd the esecutinn of it committed to the 
the court marliaU ivhosc leader had been rendered immaculate, 
by the Secretary of War. "l.o retired from office, loaded witti 
all the misfurlunen this leader had occasioned. 

Hating now, fellow citizens, presented to you a narrative of 
tlie north-westein campaign, with the documents and evidences 
relating to it; 1 MiaU relieve your patience, after ftirnitihin^une 
number more, in which will be oinilcnsed a summary of the 
prindpil facts, contained in the whole. The object of this sum- 
mary, is to exhibit to you, at one view the most important fuel*, 
wiiidi caused the misfortune, which ilie Secretary of War, was 
of the opinion would be attributed to him. 'I his- summary will 
be published, as soon as I nm able to pre|utro it. 
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In the second memoir which 1 presented for your 
tion, I exhibited a general outline of the facts which 
object tu prove in the subsetiucni numbers. 1 have endeavour- 
ed faithfully to redeem the pledge which 1 then gave. After 
havinc stated the facts and produced the evidence it was my 
intenliou to have relieved your patience nnd submitted the pro- 
priety of my conduct to your judgement uq Ihe facts and evi- 
dence contained in those numbers without recapitulating ihem. 
But as some of my readers, from the manner in which they have 
been publishedr have not beuu able to obluiu l!ie whole of tliem^ 
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aoiJ presertrd ihe connesioii, an npinmn Itks been eiprassed 
that the »ubjpct will tn: more dearly anH j^ncnilU amiersivnd 
b; condensing antl brining infii one view the materiAl facts 
whirh t!wj contaiQ. In compliance witli (hw opinion,! will dc- 
e this namber in as concise a manner as possible, tn the at- 
tempt. 

In the first place, the reasons are steted «hj this cummunt- 
cation has not before been made, and why the evidence and 
documents now introduced were not prmlnced in roy del'ence. 
The dcUy, I told yon, was occasioned by the loss of my papers 
and copies of the duplicates havins; been withheld, ihongh fre- 
quently applied for until the autumn of 18SS, when mi apptica- 
tian tliey were immediately farw-nrded nie by the present Secre- 
tary of War, Mr. Callinun. I (hen disclosed to you ihe motives 
which induced me to uccept a military appointment in tlie 
apring of 1812. and take the command of th« forces which com- 
poaeil (he north western army. In consequence of an eipecta- 
tjon of war with Great Britain, the savages of the north and 
west had been excited tn hostility by the military officers and 
Indian agents of Canada, and it was deemed by our government, 
both expedient and necessary to provide a force for the snfety 
and protection of the defenceless inhabitants of the frontiers. 
To effect this purpose, twelve hundred militia from the State of 
Ohio and the 4th United States' regiment, then at St. Vincen- 
ncs, were detached by the Presidei.l. I was then Ooveritour of 

■ the Michigan territory, nnd in cnniieiion with that office, 1 ac- 
ccpled the command of these troops, not by my own wish or re- 
quest, but at the urgent desh-e of th« adminislration. About 
the middle of April I left Washington and previously to my 
departure. I staled to the President in repealed communicatioOs 
through the Secretary of War, my views with respect to the 

I command, dechred that I considered the force not only suffi- 
cient in point of numbers, but likewise a of suitable character for 
the object for which it was designed. That this object was the 
protection of the frontier against the savnges, appears from the 
ioalnictiuns I received from the Secretary of War. and in which 
letter 1 was ordered to proceed to Ohio, take the command of 
these troops and march them to fielroit, where I must make ttie 
best nn-angements in my power, for ihe safely of (hat part of 
the country. It was then understood that in time of peace, De- 




160 

(xoit or some otlier pavilion on the west part or lake Erie, wan a 
suitable station for that purpose because all ncceasarv supplii^s 
could easily be transporled over that lake. I doI tinlv ciiin- 
municated to the government ray views in time of peace with 
Great Britain, but also In the event of war with that nation — 
an<l stated in the most eiplicit manner, that a navy vn lake 
Erie, sufficient to preserve the communication, would be indis- 
pensably necessary, and that without such a navy, the posts of 
Detroit, Michillimackanack, aud Chicago, could not be niain- 
tained. That likewise, in such an event, all the savage war- 
riours residing both in the British dominions, and our own ter- 
ritories, would probably join the British standard. After mak- 
ing these statements, I took the command of the army in Ohio, 
and opened a road two hundred miles thrnugh a wilderness. 
On this ruad I built a number of block houses, leaving in them 
a small force for defence, and made use of the best means in 
my power to preserve my communication- 
While I was yet in tlic wilderness, the government on the 
ISth of June declared war. I received no account of it until 
the 2d day of July, while the enemy at Maiden were apprised 
of it several days before, although that place was much farther 
from Washington than my army- If proper measures had been 
token, this important event might have been made known to 
me in less than hnlf that time. In consequence of this neglect 
of the administration, a vessel was taken by ihc enemy with the 
sick of my army and the hospital stores, while on her passage 
from the rapids of the Miami to Detroit, which vessel would 
not have been employed in this service, had 1 received intelli- 
gence of the declaration of war even one day sooner. For send- 
ing this vessel I was accused of the crime of treason by the ve- 
ry administration by whose neglect atone the misfortune had 
been occasioned. In this letter, giving roe infurmation of the de- 
claration of war, I received positive orders to march the army to 
Detroit, eighteen miles in the rear of the enemy's principal loi^ 
tress at Maiden, and there wail for further orders. According- 
ly 1 proceeded, and on the 5th July, the army arrived at I'e- 
troit. I then called a council of war, at the earnest importunity 
of my officers, when it was declared expedient to cross the De- 
troit river, and make (he invasion of Canada, notwithstanding 
it was well known that my instructions were to remain there 
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for farther orders. Much discontent was excited among some 
of them by my refusal to ccnmply with their wishes. On the 
evening of the 9th of July, I received the letter of the Secreta- 
ry of War» containing orders to cross the river and invade the 
enemy's territory, and in the same letter was contained a dis- 
cretionary authority to make an attack on the fortress at Mai- 
den, if in my opinion, my force was adequate to the enterprise, 
and it could be done consistently with the safety of my other 
posts. 

On the same evening I received this letter from the Secreta- 
ry, I wrote to him, that it was my opinion that my force was not 
adequate to the enterprise, and stated my reasons. This letter 
was received by the Secretary, and laid before the President, 
who fully approved of it, and of all my conduct, and, notwith- 
standing the measure of attacking Maiden was left to my discre- 
tioOf and notwithstanding I had stated as my opinion that my 
force was not equal to the enterprise, and aldiough this bpinion 
had been approved by the President, jet this very measure was 
made a charge of a most serious nature— supported alone 
by the optnians of some of my ofiEicers, that Maiden might have 
been taken. 

In the course of my numbers, I stated, as reasons which in- 
duced me to think it expedient to commence offensive opera- 
tions in conformity with the orders I received — that I should be 
enabled to obtain supplies for my army from the enemy's coun- 
try—that it would satisfy the apparent impatience of my offi* 
cers — and that a display of the American flag on both sides of 
the river would have a favourable eff<ict, both on the savagesand 
the militia of Upper Canada — but that the most 'powerful \M 
ducement^as, to dislodge the enemy from the opposite ' bank,; 
where he was erecting batteries, which would have greatly an* = 
Boyed the town of Detroit Immediately after making the in- : 
tasion according to my orders from the administration, I issued.' 
a* Proclamation to the inhabitants of Upper Canada, pledging to 
them the faith of the government, that they should be protected 
in their persons, property, and rights, I have stated also the 
manner in which this proclamation was received and approved 
by the President, as well as tlie use which was made of it at the 
treaty of Ghent. 
By an examination of the evidence which I have exhibitod^ 
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tfte objects of tlie gnvrrnment in ordering the forces under 
my commaatl, are full)' unfolded. 'ITiiB evidence is the higlicst 
irhicli the nature of (he caae will admit. It is contained in ihe 
message of Ihe CresidenI of the United States to Congress, after 
the campaign closed. Bj this message it ap[iears. that iliese 
forces were ordered to Detroit in lime of peace, with a view to 
the prittection of the territory against the savages, and in the 
event of war, ti> take possession of lake Erie, and to co-operate 
with other forces in the conijuesl of Upper Canada. This ob- 
ject of taking possession nl late Erie acainst a strong naval 
force of the enemy, by a smalt band of Ohio militia, was never 
communicated to me by the administration, and the first know- 
ledge I had of h nas from reading this message seven months 
after the campaign rnded. 

The jirojfrls of the Presidt-nt, as communicated by his mes- 
sage, nut being realized, such a navy was immediately ordered 
to hv built as I had at first recommended. With regard to co- 
operation, I had the fultest reason (o suppose that T should be 
assisted by the army on the Niagara river, at the east end of 
lake Erie. The enemy's principal station was at Maiden, 
eighteen miles below Detroit, on the other side of the river. 
The number of troops it contained, from the time of the detla- 
tion of war to the I6th of August, has been stated, and the 
prosf furnished. I remained four weeks at Sandwich, on the 
British side of the river; and during that time I called two 
councils of war, to consider and determine whether it were ei- 
pedient to attack the fort at Maiden with the bayonet alone. 
No cannon were on carriages suitable to assist in the operation ; 
every possible exertion bad been made, and was then making, 
to jkrepare them- It wa& the opinion of the majority'of the tirst 
council, that it was not expedient to make the attack, without 
the assistance of canmm At the second council, I stated, that 
the heavy urfillery was not in readiness, hut wouM he in two or 
three day The <|Ut'stii>D «as thei submitted to the countil, 
whether ii were expedient to wait f«r the heavy artillery, in or- 
der to niakt' a breach In the works, or immediately to make the 
attempt with the bayonet atone. Before the question was tak- 
en, I obsurved to the members, that it it should be their opinion 
iJiat it "il^ best to maki- ihp ussflult immediately, and iheyi 
wmld answer for their nieu, I would lead them to the attack. 
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/ <2ol<inel Miller, who connnniidctf tlic regulars, replied that b* 
would be answeiabie for the men hi- comuianded. Coloiie-ls 
McArtliur, Cbss, anil Fintlley, tvliu ciMniuandeil tlie luililiBi suiii 
tliL-y would not l>e answernljle for their men, but hoped ihcy 
I nuutd behave well. The council then dt'lemiiiied that it wm 
' expedient to wait two days longer for the heavy art ill ery. In 
the nftemoan of the Tt\i of August, 1 received letters from Uta' 
eral Hall and General Horter. who commanded on the Niagara 
fiver, inforriiing me thnt the principal pari of the troops in thr 
enemy^B staliona at fort George, foit Erie, and other posts on 
'. the cast part of flic province, were advancing to Maiden ; and 
that a large budy of truujis had passed over and landed on the 
west «ide of lake Untariu, and were likewise marching against 
' my army. These letters further slated, that there was no pro- 
I bability that any aHsistance would be afiorded from tliat <|uar- 
1 ter. Thiis it appeared, from Uie information sent me, that ihe 
' whnle weight of the war in Canada rested on the few troops un- 
der my command, and certainly Ihey were Dot equal both (o uf- 
jcnsive and defensive operations. 

Michillimackanack had fallen, and all the forces from that 
direction were descending the lakes lu operate against me. The 
savages froin lake Michigan had arrived on the head waters of 
I the rivers Kaisin and Huron ia thousands, (as t^olonel Aader- 
1 son eipressi-d himself in his letter) and were marching to Mai* 
I den. The defeat of Majar Van horn had taken place at Browns- 
' town, in his attempt [o open the communication to the river 
Raisin; and indeed, every avenue to my country, both by land 
and water, was entirely closed. With this ioformalion before 
me, and under this uneiipected change of circumstances, I con- 
Bldered that it was my duty to abandon the enterprise, and re- 
cross the river witii the principal piirt of the army, which I did 
on the night and morning of the 8th of August. The great rea- 
son which induced me to adopt this measure, and which indeed 
was decisive in my mind, was, that the very existence of my 
army depended on opening the communication to Ulilo — for 
though success might have atleoded my arms in the attack on 
Maiden, 1 should yet hsve been left under the same embarrasB- 
meot, in having my communication ith Ohio still closed In 
addition to these reasons, I had received information that Brit- 
ish troops had arrived in several vessels from fort Erie, ag re- 
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enrnrcemeDis, and fhatlhe militia, which before liad left Mal- 
iIpu, liail reiurne'l lo thtir Hiilv, <m a (>rocbmBl)on nf paiilon 
from lliP coinmariding ufficcr. On the 8tli of August, lh<? dav I 
recti»sed ilie river, a ilclnchment was made uf six tiQitdrFd of 
the be^l of my trotipK, uiidrr the cunimanJ of Coloael Miller, 
to<i|ienthe comniunicalion to the river Raisin. Thin detach- 
ment was itfl. near Brownstown, bjr a sup«riour niimber of the 
enemy, and .-v severe contest CDiued, and terminated with liun- 
DUr to the American arms. The loss on our side was betuvi-eu 
eighty and iiinetj killed and wounded. Nothing however but 
glory was ac(|uired by this victory; the fatigue which had at- 
tended the expedition, the loss of kiUed and wounded, and a se- 
vere storm, prevented the detachment from proceeding on (he 
oxpfdition. Oil ihe 14lh of August, I maile anoltier attempt to 
open the communication. For thig purpose, I ordered anulher 
detachment. consi^tiiE; of the effective ofRcers and men of Col- 
onels McArthur and Case' regiments. ThJit body was directed 
to proceed to the river Raisin, a number of miles weal of Ihe De- 
troit river, by a circuitous Indian pathi to avoid furllier molesta- 
tion from the enemy. The distance was greater, but it waa my 
only alterniitive. 

The effort to open the communication, by the detachments 
under Major Van-horn and Colonel Miller, proving abortive, 
and before the one under Colonel McArthur marched, 1 
stated, III somu of my principal officen, that from the infenna- 
lion I had received, it was evident that the whole force o( the 
enemy, of all de»^criptiong, from the east part of Upper Canada, 
from Michillimackanack, and from lake Michigan, were pro- 
ceeding lu join the forces at M.ilden ; that the Ittke was closed 
against us ; that the road which ne had opened from Ohio was 
obstructed by hostile savages, and ihat no forces from our coun- 
try were prepared for its protection ; that the provisions wei* 
nearly exhausted, and a supply could not be obtained from any 
i|uarlvr ; aod tliat. under these circumstances, I suggt-sted the 
etpediency of making a movement of the army to the foot of tlie 
rapids of ihe Miamii. and there act as circumstances might re- 
i]uire. The answer to thU was, as appears by Colonel Ca«' 
testimony, tliai the men, or soldiers, did not think such a meas- 
ure necessary, and if the orders were given, thcj would not be 
obeyed. I 

This circumttaiice 1 have repeated, to show the matetiala of / 




which my army vrns compuBed, .-inU the difficulties which attend- 
led my siiuatiiiii. Mad thrs measure, at that time, been carried 
I inli) efTtrci, the army probably would have been sa«ed. 
\ On the 15th of August, the day nfier MuArthur and Ca» 
marched to the riTcr Raitiin, the British forccfi, uiih the militia 
anil Mvages, attttnding litem, marched from Maiden to Sand- 
wich, npposiie to Detroit, with General Brock at their head. 
His letter, decnaDdiiig a surrender of Detroit, and roy anawer, 
have been recited. I immciliatly sent an express, slruogty es- 
COT'ed, to McAithur and Vasi, with orders to return with all 
possible expedition to Uetroit; )>taiing that General Brock had 
arrived, with the re -enforcements from fort Georgi-, &c. &c. &c. 
My ailuatlou had now bei;omr most critical- The effective 
strengtli of two of my regiments was absent at iha river Raiain, 
for the purpose of opening the communication, and guarding 
aecesHary supplies, inteuded for my camp. The British troops 
which had composed die garriigona on the east end of the lake, 
with the re-enforcement& from various parls of Upper Canada, 
had urrived, and, togetlier with the force at Maiden, were now 
encamped at Sandwich, opposite to Detroit. Information was 
received, that the Ctinadian militia were coming upon me from 
every quarter, lliiw all this force had been brought from so 
many nccesBary points of defence lo bear upon my army, 1 
Cuuld not imagine. What possible reasons could havg induced 
General llrock lo draw hia troops from the vital part of his pro- 
vince, and Ic.ive his most important pnsts exposed to be t^en 
by our troops on the Niagara river, was truly mysterious. 
Could I liare supposed that d suspension of hostilities had taken 
place in that quarter, it seems reasonable that it would have 
been under the condition for the two beligereot parties lo' have 
been confined to that location in which they were situated at tJie 
commencement of the truce. 

By a reference to the preceding numbers, it will appear, by 
the letters from the Secretary of W ar lo General Dcarbaru. that 
he waa commanded by the President to concentrate his troops 
on the Niagara river, invade Upper Canada from that quarter, 
attack the enemy's posts, and co-operate with the forces under 
my command. It wdl further appear, that he did nut carry 
these orders into effect, but agreed to the armistice which haa 
been meationedt which must have been tinauthorized by the 
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Tresidenl, because il wns disnpprovrd in the most jiointeil Inn- 
gungf. My army not btiii^ inrluileil in llie nieasuri-, nnd, an 
lilts been observe)], no condition having been madf, tiiut ihe 
troops should rMnain in the situation ther wete, during its con- 
tinuance, th?! effect Uliad on my operations is (oo evident to be 
here repeated ; il must b« coiisidei'ed as the principal and im- 
mediate fatal cau^e of the disasters of the campnigti. 

After Ihe capitulation, I first learned front the lips of the 
British commander, the true stole of the case — that Ihe armis- 
tice of General Dearborn had been eight days in oprrmiim. and 
thai fhal circumstance alone had enabled him tu bring such • 
force against me. 

Early in the morning of the 16th of Augaet, General Brock 
landed his force at the Sprin)> >VelIs, three miles below Detroit, 
under cover of the )i;uns of his navv. Prom Ihe date of the facts 
contained in the (wo numbers I have mentioned. 1 presume you 
must be satisiied, that his eflcctive force, was taare ihun three 
times greater than mine, and that he might have bruughi to his 
BtJindanI, more than ten (Imea my number, before I could have 
received any assistance. . Thii> will appear, from the knonledge 
uf the numbers which originally composed my urmy, from the 
losses by capture, by the killed and wounded in the battles 
which had been fought, by sickneu and a variety of other casu- 
olcles; and likewise from the leturuof the Adjutant General 
Ui^or Jcssup, and the testimony of Colonel Ca^- Being at 
this time, not only the General of the army, but the Governour 
of the territory, and without instructions, as to the course I 
should pursue, all the measures were entrusted to my discre- 
tion. UetDg responsible for the safely sf the inhabitants. )( be- 
came my dury. if it was possible, tu adopt such measures as 
W0tild eflect tliat object My situation was such, that there 
was no possibility of affording the inhabitants protection, fur- 
ther tlian the balls from (he cannon in the fort could be carried. 
ThcM inhabitants were scattered over a territory of several 
lAmdred miles. The snvnges had invaded every part of this fer- 
ritwy. and while Uie contest lasted, there was nothing which 
could restrain their barbarity. The work of desolation and 
cmelty had commenced, and nearly half my eifecllve force was 
absent, and from the time it had marched and the orders it had 
Kcceived from me, I had reason to believe it was nearlv filVy 
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mil« distant from me. Witli the ft-elile force under my corn- 
man*!, I ilid not believe ihere was tlie most diafaiil pros- 
pert of 6Ucce)is, in thi* event of a battle ; and had the forces at 
Detroit been defeated, the fute of the delathment under McAr- 
Uiur and Cass would have btcn inevitable. From the inforin&- 
tion I had received, with respect to Gcreial Brock's force, 
there could have been litlte hope indeed of victory. What was, 
liowever, decisive on my mind, was my situation, even in a 
possible event of success over his while force. 1 should have 
then been withnut provisions, as will appear, by the evidence 
contained in my twentieth number ; ami I had no means of ob- 
taining possession of the enemy's navy, and opening my com- 
munication over the lake. Ii would in this case have become a 
war with sBva^s, who would have been aided by all the re- 
maining forces of Upper Canada, and the navy on the lake. In 
aildition to the savage force, which was with Genernl Brorii, 
I have produced evidence to ^how that several thousands of this 
description were descending the lakes from the north and from 
the west Had my army, however, not been divided, and had 
the detachment absent with McAnhur and Casa, equal to about 
one half my effective force, been with mc, or had I received, the 
least information, tliat it hud been in a situation where, by any 
possibility, it could have co-operated, t should have risked the 
consequences of a tuLttle; and those officers would have had 
an opportunity of provinfj; by their deeds the valour which 1ia& 
^en only manifested by their words. 

Under llie circumslances which existed after the enemy land- 
ed, and no information having been obtained from McArthur 
and Cass, I determined to send n flag of truce, open a treaty, 
and accept the best terms which could he obtained. For this 
purpose, I authori^.ed two commissioners, Colonels MUler and 
Brush, to negotiate on the subject. _^ 

By the articles of cupilulation, protection and safety were se- 
cured to the inhabitants of Michigan in their persons and pro- 
perty. All the militia, both of .Michigan and Oliio, returned 
immediately to their homes, and nnne were retained as prison- 
ers, excepting the few regulars, consisting then of little over 
two hundred. This measure, under the circumstances, was 
4ict«<ed in my opinion by a sense of duty and allended with 
f^u public calamity then any other which could have been 
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adopted, and I was wtlliiif; to assume, and in my nfficial commu- 
nicafinn to the government, tixik the whole respoiiBibililjr nf it on 
nijHeir. It required more firmnesB and independence than any 
DtliL-r act of my life — it waa diciared by my bp§l judgment and 
a conscientiuus regard lo what I believed to be my duty, and 
I DOW sincerely rejoice, and tliere never has been a moment (hat 
I have not rejoiced, nutnitliii landing all I have sulTered, that I 
dared thas independently to do iny duty. Had that coniesC 
continued, every momenf would have been attended witli greal- 
er disastere. and I availed of the only measure in my power Id 
put an end lo such calamities. In the capitolarion I made no 
proviiiion fur myself, and was ordered to Montreal an uncondi- 
tional prisoner. A provision was made for all th« officers and 
soldiers of the militia, and they immediately returned to their 
homes. Colonel Cass, taking advantage of my situation after 
the indulgence I had procured for him, proceeded directly lo 
Washington, where he was mnst graciously received by the ad- 
ministration, and then presented an account of the campaign, 
before it had been possible for me to have made any communi- 
cation. This letter, written by himself, giving particular de- 
tails of events, of which he had no knowledge, as he was absent 
when they took place, was received by the administralion and 
published as an official account in all the newspapers through- 
AUt the United Slates. Search, fellow citizens, ihe annals of 
history, and, 1 am persuaded, such an outrage cannot be found ! 
VVbilc 1 was a prisoner, my other officers, for whose liberation 
I had provided in the treaty, followed Colonel Cass to Waah- 
ingtun, and seeing the favours and patronag>! he had received 
by his representation, imitated his example, and were not dis- 
appointed in tlieir rewards. 

From one end of the continent to the other, tlie same news- 
papers^ich had published Cass's letter, were filled with a 
series of the must scandalous falsehoods to excite your resent- 
ment against me, and before 1 was eichangi d, ami _> el a jjiison- 
er, the plot, which is unfolded in my S9Ui number by the letter 
of the Secretary of War to General Dearborn, was scaled for 
my final destruction. As soon as General Dearborn could make 
arrangements for my exchange, 1 was arrested, capilnl charges 
were preferred against me, and a court martial was ordered lo 
assemble at Philadelphia for my trial, of which Major General 
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Vatle llaniplon was appointed tiie PresiJenl. fn couruimiij' tu 
the orders of ihe President, I appeared, ready forniy liial. But 
without any reason being aasignvd, this court martial was dis- 
solved ill the manner I have aialed. 1 was continued by ilie 
administratiun a prisoner in arrest anullier year, that ample 
time might be nlibrded for selecting such a court mnrlial, and 
patronizing and promoting officers ivlio, in their testimony 
would give opinions which would clTcct the object of Ihe plot, 
which hud been formed. After fhns remaining a prisoner for 
this length of time, which 1 believe is unexampled in military 
history, and every preparation being made, I wa« ordered to 
appear at Albany tor my trial ibc beginning of January, 1814. 
At this court martial I requested the prlvllpge of being heard by 
counsel. The court denied me such aid. In Uie progress of the 
trial, the ojuiniwia of witnesses were admitted as evidence to 
prove entire charges against mc. The character of these wit- 
nesses has been fully shewn. They were officers of no miU- 
Ury knowledge or experience, and many of them deeply inter- 
ested in the event of the trial, and had nothing to recommend 
them but tlie patronage and promotion they had received imme- 
diately after my unfortunate rampaign, but prniously to their 
appearing to testify against me. 

The court martial of which General Dearborn was President, 
was selected the 7lli day of November, 1813, during tlie admin- 
istration of John Armstrong over the Department of War, and 
this court was not dissolved until tlie last of March, or the be- 
ginning of April, 1814. Tims was established a new military 
precedent, and it must be recorded in ihe histoiyof our coun- 
try, that the commander-in chief of Hie American army, at a 
most critical periwl of the war, for about four months, relin- 
quished his high duties as commanding General, and performed 
subordinate duties on a court martial, to which tlie yDung<:r9l 
General in Ihe nrmy wafi competent. The question will natu- 
rally ante, what motives could have induced so unprecedenli^d 
an arrangement i A constant correspondence was kept up be- 
tween the court martial and the secretary of War, and direc- 
tions were given respecting the manner of proceeding. See Ap- 
pendix to my trial, page 29. In some of the public newspapers, 
it is said I nm ungratefnl for Ihe lenity which Mr. Madison, the 
Preiident, lias shown mc. As 1 never qskeA him "r the court 
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martial for mercy, but ontj for juslice, I cannot feet uiiiler an; 
nbligations'to either. Tlie tnith is, fellmv citizens, ihe B<]min- 
islration well know your independeni spirit and sonse of ri^ht, 
and dared not eiecatc that sentence, whicli injuBlice lind pro* 
nnunced. The Secretary was the same John Armstrong, who 
IiBB the reputation of having commenced his careerat Newburg, 
in irS3, and ended it at Bladensbui^, in 1814 ! The two 
events here alluded to, are well known, snd must make a part 
of the hiatory of our country. The one will Ho the highest cred- 
it to the virtue and unshaken patriotism of the revolutionary 
army, in renisfing a most artful and insidious attempt to induce 
them (o turn those arms against their country which had been 
employed in acqaiqng its independence. The other must viand 
tis a monument of disgrace to those to whom the protection of 
the country was entrusted, and particularly to the officer at the 
head of the Department of War, at whose disposal was placed 
(he forces and means of national safety. 

After I received the order to invade the enemy's territory, alt 
the operations were entrusted to my discretion. This discretion 
was exetrised according to my best judgment. The dictates of 
duty alone influenced my conduct. Had I consulted my feel- 
ings alone, and not been guided by this principle. I should have 
pursued a very dilTerent course. To perform what I then be- 
lieved and now believe (o hnve been my duty, it was necessary 
to call into exercise more lirniness and more energy, than on 
any o^er occasion during my life. If il will be any satinfflction 
to my enemies, I am now willing to acknowledge, that I dare 
not do that which my best judgment and duty forbid. Consid- 
erations of personal fume, compared to duty, where as a feather 
in one scale to a mountain in ihe other. 

My respect, fellow citizens, for your discernment and judg- 
ment, induces me to leave the application of the facts and evi- 
dence, contained in the preceding numbers, to your own delib- 
eration 5 ; with my sincere thanks fiu- the candour which has 
been already manifested, 
lam, 

With aflfpftion and respect. 
Your fellow citizen, 
/(mton, JultfZBtfi, 1824.. Wa.LlAM HULL- 
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A sBxies of papers publjaheil in the " American StateBmati,'.' 
by the son orG<rner<l Duarbum, in defence ufhis fatliert in an* 
swer to Ihc mumoirs I h&ve addressed to you oq the Bubjuct of 
the north western cumpaign, in 1812, renders it a duty which I 
owe to myself, lo you and to truth, to make a reply. Filial 
aiTecdon U justly ranked among the amiable virtues, and when- 
ever it is pniperly munifesied. excites bnth eftleem and admira- 
lioo. Under feelings properly tempered, the son, would have 
reason to expect your sympathies, which would not only have 
been enlisted, but deeply interested in favour of the attempt. 
Had cool, digpasaionale reason been substituted in the place of 
violent declamation, and candid inquiry after truth been evinced, 
instead of a spirit of abuse and malignity, he probably would 
have i-ealised the feelings I have described. 

It is among the other misfortunes of ray life, that I have nnw 
no son on whom to rest fur support io my declining years. In 
the memorable battle of Bridgewater, in IBH, my only sob, in 
his ardour to p^fonn his duty, advanced at the head of his 
company lo Uie most dangerous part of the sanguinary field, 
where he fell, covered with wounds and surrounded by the prin- 
cipal part of his brave men, bleeding by his side. Alone and 
unassisted by any thing but truth, and the candour and patience 
you have manifested to obtain it, I am prepared to meet butlt 
father and son, before the tribunal of my fellow citizens to 
wliicK I have made my appeal. The day may arrive, when this 
ardent young man will deeply regret the wanton and abusive 
language with which he has assailed me, and for the present, t 
am willing to forgive him on account of his laudable efTort to 
discharge a Glial duty. 

My reply will be con&ned principally to the plan of the cam- 
paign, as stated in young Gentral Dearborn's defence of his 
father — The orders which General Dearborn received, and his 
duly to have co-iiperated with my army — The armistice to which 
he agreed with Sir George Prevost and General Brock's letttr 
to General Van Rensalaer respecting it — The forces under my 
command and those under tli& command of Genera) firoclc— 
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The (estimony of Colonel Snelliiig and otliers, unJ my letlerF 
to tlie Secretajv uf War. It appears from lhi§ dcfcDCC, lliat 
befoni Gtsueral Dearborn left Washington ia the eprinf; of 1RI3, 
a plan of Ihu autidpateil campaign against tlie Caoailas, woa 
submitted to the Secretary «!' War by liim, in which he recom- 
mended, that one army should advance upou Montreal, by (he 
way of Uke ChampUin, while Uiree others should enter upon 
Canada from Sackett's Harbour, Nij;j;ara and Oetfoit — Here 
fellow citizens, you have fur your own information, and fur the 
use of the future historian, the plan of ihe campaigo of 1812. 
Although 1 was appointed to the commnnd of one of the three 
armies, yet this plan was never curamunicateil to me by the ad' 
rainiatralion or by General Dearborn, and I received no know 
ledge of il, until I read the President's message to Congreits, af- 
' ler Ihe campaign ended, in which it was partially staled, 
when it was afterwards more fully unfolded by the publica 
in defence of General Dearborn. The plan of the camp 
being formed by General Dearborn, he must have had a perfect 
knowledge of it, and he being the commanding General of 
armies, it became his duly to make nrrangemenls for its exe 
lion, especially as the Iroops designed for the formation of two 
of the armies, one at Nia<:[ara and the other .at Sackett'a H( 
boar were under his controul and subject to his command, 
This would have been his duty, oven without special orders on 
the subject Notivithstanding this, young Genera] Dearborn 
statrs that his father made no arrangements to form these two 
diviainnsnf the army at Niagara and Sackett's Harbour, until 
tlie 26th July, and assigns this reason.— that he had not receiv- 
ed orders for the purpose. I believe you will be satisfied, as 
he formed the plan of this campaign— was the commanding 
General, and the troops which were to compose these divisions 
were subject to his controul and indeed under his command, 
that it would have been his duty to have given orders for the 
execution of the plan he had designed. Individuals without 
military knowledge and experience, from common observation, 
I think must accord with Ihe opinion I have expressed. Among 
military men, I am confident there can be but one opinion on 
this subject. Whatever opinion may have been formed, I shall 
now sliow that he had ordci's from (he war department on lliii 
aul^ect as early as the 26lh June, eight days after war was de- 
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cUred, and while mj ttrm; wa& kbouring in the wililemcss snd 
hiul received do ittt«l ligeuee- of its declu-ation. The fullowiog . 
is a letter I'rotn the Secretary of War to Oeneral DearburD, 1 
-dated 

ffar Departmmt, Wlk June, IB 

SIR,— Having made tlie neceasarj arrangemenls for the de- 
fence of the seaboard, it is the wiiih of tlie President, Uiat joa ! 
should repair to Albany and prepare the force to be collected at 1 
that place, for actual service. It is understood, that being [w^T 
Eessed uf a full view uf the intentions ut'govuri>inent, and bcingl 
also act) uain ted with the diBpositiun of the force under jourW 
comiiiand, you will take your own time and give tlie necessarjr^ 
orders to the oGGcers on the si-a-coast. 

It is altogctlier uncertain at what lime General Hull may ^ 
deem it expedient to commence oflensivc opeintions. The pre- • 
parations, it ia presumed will be made, tu move in a direction ^ 
for Niagara, Kingston, and Montreal. On your arrival si A!- i 
bany. you will be able to form an opinioa of (lie time require 
lo prepare the troops for action. 

Maj.Gen. H. Dearborn. 

By this letter. General Dearborn was directed t« repair to ^ 
Albany, and prepare ihe force in be collected at that place for'l 
aciitai ttrvkc What was the actual nennce for which the force * 
vas to be prepared r War against Great Britain had been de- 4 
dared. The cumniaiidiiig General of our armies had formed ft ' 
plan of Ihe campaign which had been approved by the adminis- 
tration. Thi!) plan was, that besides my army, three others 
were to be formed to move against Ihe British posts on the Nia- 
gara, against Kingston and Montreal — and by this letter the 
General was ordered to Albany, to prepare (he force for actual 
itrviu. Is it possible that General Dearborn could have mis- 
nnderstood tluN language? Could tliis artuiil ti^rnice have been 
any other service tlian the execution of the plan which the Gen- 
eral himself had planned r' It requires nothing more than c 
■nan understanding to answer this question. The order n 
have been as plain lo him, as if an order to tliia cftect had beenl 
given—*' Vou are commanded to order a sufficient force to tl 
Niagara and invade tliat part of Upper Canada as sooa as C 
JnX Hall commences offensive operations from Detroit. 
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are likewise cDTnmiiiilecI tii onicr nnoiher three tn SackcU'e 
ll.-irliour (i> keep in check the troops at Kingston «nd prevent 
them Irom ro-eufurcing tlie pusts on the Niagsra-'' The next 
aciilence of tUis Utter of the 26th June, seems to remove all 
doubt with respcci to the (construct ion of it. 

General Dearborn is loM that He is possessed of a fvU ineu> 
of the intentions of tbc government, and also Ifiat /leU acquaini- 
ed uith the tUtpondoti of the /ortf ttndtr hit command. Th« 
time and manner of executing this part of his dut^ is then left 
to his discretion. Had there been n possibility, of doubt with 
respect to its true meaning and intention, ihe concluding para- 
graph rendered it na plain, aa though it had been in the tvotds 
I have substituted above. The Bccretary tells him that it ia 
uncertain at what time General Hull may deem it expedient to 
continence oftcnsive operations. — He then says, that General 
Dearborn's preparations will be made to move in a direction for 
Niagara. Kingston, and Montreal. Does not this clearly and 
distinctly express to him the intention of the government, to 
form two of the divisions of the forces under his command, one 
for the Niagara and the other for Sackett^s Harbour, to move 
against Kingston, agreeably to his own plan uf (he campaign 't 
The words of the letter are, *'The preparations it is presumed 
will be made to move in a direction for Niagara, Kingston, and 
Montreal." 

Thus you see. fellow citizens, that General Dearborn was or- 
dered by the Secretary of War, to make preparations to miive 
in a direction for Niagara and Kingston as early as tlie 26th uf 
June. I now ask you what authority his son had to say, that 
his father hod no orders with respect to the troops nt Niagara, 
fur the purpose of co-operating with me, or to move in a direc- 
tion for Kingston and Montreal until tlie S6th July, a month al- 
terwards- Young General Dearborn (hen recites his father'x 
letters, written from Albany, to show the mnnncr in which he 
obeyed his orders. 

One to General Van Rensselaer, dated Sd of August, Milt, 
directing him to keep up a correspondence with me. 

One to Governour Tompkins, dated 6th August — rctguesling 
him to order into service two thousand six hundred of the de- 
tached militia of the Slate: — one thousand to join the troops at 
Niagara : — eight hundred to join tho-'^e at ^ackett's Hprbopr. 
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&c — one of the 8lh oPAu^st to Major MuIUht. dircctin^his 
to marcli to NiagAia with recruits under his cnmmaDd. On 
Colonel Fenwirk. of (he Btli of Angust, dirpcling him to {>^(^ 
cued to Niagnra with two companies of infantry and there take , 
the commanil of (he artiller)', &c. 

One to Colonel Macomb to prepare cannon. Sic. fur Colonel 
Fcnurick, Stc. 

One to (hp Governourttf Pennsylvania, doted August tSth, 
vequesting htm to order two lliousand militia to be marched ti 
Ntnpira. 

ThuB, fellow cilizcnx, you are furnished by the son of Gener- ^ 
al Dearborn with docuoientB, to show the manner in which his 
father obeyed his orders and fulfilled the expectations of goT- 
trnment. I have «nlj, you perceive, referred to the ducumentsk 
They are published in extenso, in the ilefence prepared by thft 
son, and which may be seen in the "American Statesman'' 39 th 
July, 18S4- By these documents it appears, that General Dear- 
bom did not commence givin;; orders and makinjj; arrangements 
for forming an army at Niagara, until tlie 3d of August. His 
orders were continued on the Gth, 8th, and 13tKof thesj 
month, and the principartorce was ordered on the 6th, 8th> aiKt J 
13th. I now ask jou tit examine the letter of the Secretary of J 
War of the 36th of June, above recited, and compart* it with' 
, the documents as fumished by the son of General Dearborn, and 
' you will perceive, that it was nearly forty days from (he date 
of lliat letter before he even gave orders for the preparations at ! 
Niagara, to invade Upper Canada and co-operate with me, and 1 
a month after 1 had crossed the Detroit river and commenced 
oftensive operations. In my memoirs you will find recited a 
number of other letters of the Secretary of War to Gcnerati 
Dearborn from the S6th of June to the time he made the arim»> } 
lice, directing him to attack the enemy's posts, co-operate with 
my army in the invasion of Upper Canada, and only make a ' 
feint against Montreal. 

When, fellow citizens, you consider that tliis plan of rh« 
campaign of invading Upper Canada from Detroit, Niagara. and 
Sackett's Karbour, was made by General Dearborn himself a 
approved by the administration. — That as early aa the 26th of j 
June, only eight days stter the decluration of war, the Secretary , 
of War wrote to General Dearborn, that he should prepare the 
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force for actual aeivice, and stateil that il was undiirMottti, ihut 
lie vm* poHftaaed of a full view of the inttnlioni of gnvrrnmeiit, 
and acgiininted with Iha disposition of the force under hit com- 
mand f and when he perfectly well knew ihnt I was on mj 
march to Detroit, and was ti) commence oHensive operation!) as 
soon as jiowtible after my nrriral, and that his preparationa 
would be made to move in a direction for Niagara, Kingston, 
&c. 1 again ask you, whether liis remaining idle and inactive, 
and not cvon having given nny orders for making preparations 
at Niagara, &c- for bo long a time, was not a disobedience of 
both the letter and spirit of the oiders which were given un the 
SGth June, and from that time continued, until he agreed to thu 
armistice, by which he disqualified himself from making use of 
the forces in making diversions in tlie enemy's country, attack- 
ing their posts, or co-operating witli mc in any manner what- 

From General Dearborn's conference with Governour Tomp- 
kins, and from his letter to the Governour of Pennsylvania, pub- 
lished by his son, it appears that he was authorized by t!ie Pres- 
dent, (o call for a« many militia aa he deemed necessary, to 
form the armies at Niagara and Sackett'ti Harbour, for the in- 
vasion of Upper Canada; and it is well known, being the com- 
manding General, all the regular trm>ps in the northern part of 
the United States were at his disposal, and subject to his corn- 
Incases where General Dearborn's orders wero discretiona- 
ry, he would be governed by Ms own judgment, and was only 
responsible for the manner in whieh it was exercised. Admit- 
ting he had been vested with discretionary powers ailogclher, I 
believe you must be satisfied, that under the circumstances 
which existed, notliing could have justified his delay and neglect 
in giving orders for the execution for the plan of the campaign 
which had been planned by himself. »iut this was not llio case ; 
and ample proof has been exhibited, both in my memoirs, and 
in this reply, that as early as the 36th of June, and at different 
times, to the period wnen he agreed to act only on the defen- 
sive, he was ordered to prepare an army at Niagara to co-npcr- 
ale with mc, as also at the oUier posts for the conquest of Up- 
wr Canada. 
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1 think with proprifty, feUnw rftizeiia, I oiaj now nsW yoii; I 

ti'hu lus mndtr the Ta»k and unfounded decl»rntiu!it which ihii 
eon vf General Dearborn has with eo inucli mal^iciiitf imputed 
to me? AH his sensibilities appear to huve been eicited, aod 
all the powers of his mind called into exercise with a desire to 
make jou believe that his father had no connexion with il>i- iwo 
armieSt which hj his own plan were to be formed, to co-iiperate 
with mine in ths invasion of Upper Canada, until the ^6th of 
July. The inveutigatiou I am now considering, is higldy im- 
portant, botli as it respects myself unil General Dearborn. If 
^it can be shewn that neither from his rank nor the instructions 
he received, it became his duty to have {jivcn orders for the 
formation of the two armies which were to co-operate with 
mine and for tile invaaion of Upper Canada below, until the 
36th July, and tliat after ihat period he made use of all the 
means with which the administration had furnished him, in 
making the necessary preparations, 1 will very cheerfully say, 1 
have accused him wrongfully, and will make any acknowledg- 
ments which the propriety of the case and justice to him may 
require. At present, however, I am aatistied (hat I have not, 
and I continue the sHmc accusation ajjainst him, that it was his 
duty, under his commission and the orders of the 36th of Jun^ 
to have made those preparations, which it fully appears he nfr 
glccted to do.— Again, ^llow citizNns, 1 ask you attentively to 
read this letter of tlie 26tb June a:Hl compare it at tlie gan* < 
time with the plan of the campaign which has been published bjj j 
the son of General Dearborn and of which his father had a most 
perfect knowledge, ait he formed it himself. When you havB 
done this, I shall be satisGed with the result of your inquiry. ^ 1 
There is another point of view, in which Justice aeenia to re% j 
ijuire, that this subject should be considered. I will here slata 
some principles and facts, ia which there will be no disagrt!»ii 
ment. Those entrusted with the government of a nation never 
ODgbt to declare war, ontil suitable preparations are made. Alv 
though in time of peace, a nation ought to be prepared, at least 
for defensive war, yet whether prepared nr not, when war i»- "j 
declared against it, the event must be met. For the dcclaraiiom- 
0^ war however, without suitable preparation, there can be n». 
excuse. If General Dearborn can show that t!ie war of 1812 
against Great Britain, was declared without suitable pcepirax 
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tino, or that for want of orders, it was not hJB duty to make Hie 
preparations for co-operation in Upper Canaila. or for lh<> want 
of means, it was not in his power to make sacli pri:pa rat inns, ia 
either of those cases, the blame must rest on the administration. 
This must be obvious, because it was the duty of the adminis- 
tration, who had recommended tiie declaration of war and had 
adopted a plan of operations, to liave given timelj orders and 
to have furnished the necessary means fur mnkini; such prepar- 
tions. Certainly Ihi- fault could not have rested on me. be- 
cauae, by the plan of the campaign, formed as has before beeD 
described, three armies were to be provided for the invasion of 
Upper Canada ami none liut mine was ever brouglit into opera- 
lion. If my army were sufficient for this object, it was cer- 
tainly a great fault in the administratiou, to order three armies, 
when three times the expense would be incurred. My object 
ia to show, that the disasters of the campaign ought not to be at- 
tributed to me. No one will believe it was in my power to con- 
quer, with one army, a country for which the ad minis Ira tion 
had assigned three- It was then either the fault of the adminis- 
tration or of General Dearborn. Believing I shall salisfv you 
fliat 1 faithfully did my duty, it is not material to me, whether 
the fault rests on General Dearborn or on the administra' 



Had this defence of young General Dearborn rested on the 
ground, thai war was declared without suitable preparation — or 
on the neglect of the administration, in not communicating 
timely instructions to his father, or had it been shewn that ne- 
cessary means were not furnished, it Is possible the effort which 
has been made to shield General Dearborn, would have been 
crowned with more success. With a chivalrous spirit 'he 
young General has adventured into the field and has not only 
become the advocate of his father but of the admin is tration. It 
is well known, fellow citizens, that tlie author of this defence 
received and has enjoyed for mon than twelve years, one of the 
most lucrative offices in its gift, the salary and emotum<^nts 
from which during that time, cannot have been much less thaa 
on« hundred thousand dollars. K desire to retain so valuuble 
a« offict:, or if liu pleases, gratitude to his benefactors, must 
have produrtrd a severe aid conflicting struggle, with the dis- 
chvge of filial duty. As a large portion of this defence ooji'; 



f 




179 



Btsts of a republication of m; trial, and as he has itudioudy in- 
troduced tliB names of the members of the court martial, il must 
evident that he does not consider tliat you have any right to 
examine for yourselves the proceedingi of that trial> hut that 
the sentence of the court martial ought to be considered as linal. 
Had this not been the case, his defence would have been addres- 
sed (o the same tribunal to which I appealed. The difficulty was, 
he well kncn, that you would not be willing to appoint Geuerul 
Dearborn, President of that tribunal, on which you are tii sit in 
judgment. He was doubtless alsti infiuenced by similur tnniives 
to those expressed in the letter of the Secretary of War to his 
father, which is recited in the sgth numWr of my meinoira, 
where, in his very emphatic language he says, that "so long as 
you (that is General Dearborn) enjoy the confidence of the gor- 
ernment, the clamours of the discontented should not be re- 
y gaided." 

I In my neit number I shall reply to young General Dearborn, 
QD the subject of the armistice. 
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trig stated in the defence of General Dearborn, that no troops 
or military supplies were sent to the relief of Fort Maiden, dutJ I 
ing the temporary armistice — That General Brock had 
knowledge of it, until he returned to Fort George, and that so 
far from neglecting the situation of General Hull, every precatt-* 
lion was taken by General Dearborn, to render the arrango- 
ment, not only not injurious, but advantageous to him. It ia" 
very desirable to present to you, a certified copy uf the Armis- 
tice, entered into od the 8(h of August by General Dearborn on 
one part, and by Sir George Prevost on the other. The son of 
General Dearborn says, it was entered into on the 9tli of Au- ' 
j;ast — but I find he has published a letter from General Van ■ 
ilcDsselaer to General Dearborn, in which he acknowledges the* 
receipt of General Dearborn's letter of the Sth of AoKUSt, ^a* 
posing the very agreement for an armistice. The letter rtr; ' 
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ferred to, U fniblished by joung Genenl Dearborn in tlw " A- 
mertcan Slateflman" uf the 23lh ef Juljt )S!4. This prores 
that it was made at least as early aei Ihe Slli uf August I re- 
ally hoped he would have published a copj of il, in his defence 
of his father. I have applied to the offices of the Secretary of 
War, and likewise uf State, and the orijpoal canuot be found on 
record or on file in cither of tlmsc iiffices. 1 likewise applied to 
Governor Euslis, who was SecreUry of War at that lime, 
who declared that it was received ai th« War Office and plaied 
on thr file or recorded. Who has taken it from the office, I 
Itiiow uol. The son of General Dearborn has however pnbtish- 
ed two letters eiplanatorj of it, one (o the Secretary of War 
and one to mc, for which I oDghl to expret^s my obligations to 
liim, as the infiirmalion they contain, will be highly useful in 
the investigation of the subject. When I wrote niy memoirs, I 
only had the eiplanation of it, as contained in a letter of the 
Secretary of War to me, and likewise in another letter frum the 
Secretary to General Dearborn. I will oow cnpy both of the 
letters which the son has been so kind as tu furnish, and I should 
have been under greater obligations, if he had furnished an uu- 
thenticated copy of the original instrument itself. Were we 
posBi:8sed of it, the true interest and meaning of (he armi^itice 
might be better understood. The Utters referred to are as fol- 
low, 

T-ettcr from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, inform- 
ing him of the temporary armistice. 

^^ Bead ^arlers, Greenbvah, JIug. 9/A, 1812. , 
SIR, — Colonel Bayncs, Adjutant General ^f the British array 
in Canada, has this day arrived at this place, in the character 
of.R Flag of Truce, with despatches from the British govern- 
ment, through Mr. Foster," which I have enclosed to the .Sec- 
retary. Colonel Baynes was likfwise the bearer of despatches 
fnm 8ir George Prevost, which is herewith enclosed. Although 
I do not consider myself authorized to agree to a cessation of 
»rm8, I concluded that I migiit with perfect safety, agree that 
Our trnopE should act merely on the defensive, until I could re- 
'.Hve directions from my tjovernment ; but as I could not »- 

'L»le Mioiater or Great BriUin, th*n M H«lii«, 
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olude General Hull in suth an srrangement, he having meivcd 
Ms orilers dirpclly froin ihe Hepartrnpnt oC war. 1 a^eed to 
write to him. anil nlnlc the proposition made to me, and have 
proposedi his confining himself to defensive measure^ if his 
orders, and the nrcumslances of affairs with him, would ju-Uify 
it Colonel Baynes ha4 written similar orders to the Briltstt 
officers in Upper Canada, and I have fomarded them, to our 
commanders of posts, to be by them transmitted to the Britisk 
commanders. 

I Gonsiiler the agreement as favourable at this period, for we 
could not act offensively, except at Detroit, for some lime, and 
there it will not probably have any effect on General Hull or 
his movements, and we shall not be prepared to act offensively 
in this qnurtcr, before you will have time to give me orders for 
continuing on the defensive or act otherwise. 

We shall lose no time, or advanianp, by the agreement, but 
rather gain time without any rink. It Is mutually understood, 
tiiar all preparatory measures may proceed, and that no obstruc- 
tions are to be attempted, on either side, to the passage of 
stores, to the frontiei' posts ; but if Geueral [lull should not 
think it advi«abte to confine himat-lf to mere defensive oper^- 
tions. the passage of militaty storeN to Detroit, will not be coD- 
sidered aa embraced in the agreement last noticed. 

Col. Baynes informs me, that a party of British troops and 
Indians, had Ijtken possession of Michilimackanack, and that 
onr garrison were prisoners. 1 made no particular intjuiry as 
to the circumstances, as I entertain some doubts as to the fact- 
I have no espectalion that the government will consent to « 
cessation of hostilities, on the strength of the conunuDication 
forwarded by Mr. Foster; but all circumstances considered, it 
may be well to avail ourselves of tiie occasion, until we are bet- 
ter prepared for acting with effect; at all events, we can lose 
nothing bj Ihe arrangement, I have consented to, it being ex- 
plicitly understood, that my government will not be under any 
obligation to agree to it, unless the despatches from the British 
government should be such, as to induce the President to pre^ 
pose an armistice, as preparatory for negotiations for peace. { 
informe«l Colonel Baynes, that oni' government would readilj, 'i 
meet any such overture from Great Britain, as clearly indicife' 1 
4 ft disposition (or making p«ace on satislBctorT tenni ( bat if* 



I 



1^1^ 182 ^^r^ 

tor what had occurred, in reUtioD to tlie adjaahnent with ^ir. 
Erakine, it could nut be cipected that anj other than the most 
explicit and aullientic directions to tbdr agent in this country, 
would prodace any change in our meaiures. It i§ evident that 
a war with the United States is very unpopular in Canada. — 
Colonel Baynes arrived at our frontier post, at Plattsburg, and 
was cond-acted to thia place by Major Clark, an officer in the 
detached militia of thi§ Slate, he returned thisday witli the same 
ftfficer. 

I am. Sir, tit.. 

H. DEARBORN." 

Letter from General Dearborn to Genenl Hull, uinauncing the 
tcnipurary armistice. 
"Head Quarlera, Gretnlmah, Aug. 9M, 1812, 
SIR.— Having received from Sir George Prevrnt, Governour 
General, and commander of the British forces in Upper and 
Lower Canada, despatches from the British government, said to 
be of a conciliatory nature, which I have forwarded to Washing- 
ton, and a letter from Sir George Prevost to me, by his Adju- 
tant General, Colonel Baynes, proposing a cessation of hostili- 
ties on iJie frontiers ; 1 liavc so far agreed to his proposals is to 
consent that no offensive operations shall be attenipied on our 
part, until I have received further instructions from our govern- 
ment i but as you received your orders directly from the de- 
partment of war, I could not agree to extend the principle to 
your command, but I agreed to write to you, and state the gen- 
eral facts ; and propose to you, a concurrence in ihe measures, 
if your orders and situation would admit of it; of course you 
will Oft in conformity with nhat has been agreed upon, in re- 
spect to the other posts on the frontiers, if not incumpatable 
with your orders, or the arrangements made under them, or the 
circumstances under which this letter reaches you. Any pre- 
parations for offensive operations may be continued, and when 
it is agreed to suspend any offensive operations nu obstacles 
are to be opposed to the transportation of military stores. In 
all caecB where offensive operations cease, by virtue of the afore- 
mentioned agreement, four entire days are to be allowed, after 
oitiier party shall revoke their orders, before any offensive opei^ 



LDiuier parry snaii revoke uicir oruera, oeiure any otiensive opei^ ■ 
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coDitnAndini; officer at Amherstburg, has been forwarded br me 
to tho cominandiDg officer at Niagara, to be by him transmitted 
to Detroit. The removal of any troops from Niagara to De- 
troit, while the present agreement continues, would iic impro- 
per, and incompatible with the true interest of the agreemenL 
I have made no arrangement that should have any etfect t 
your command contrary to your own judgment 
[ am, &c. 

H. DEARBORN." 

The publication of the letter above recited addressed to it 
is the first knowledt^e I ever had nf it. It never was receivedj 
br me. — Without any other feeling thanadpsire for tnirh, 1 
wilt examine these letters with all due caution, and sive themj 
no other construction, than such as is obviously to be infer 
fr"m (he language with which tiiey are clothed. Here is prej 
sented by the son of fJcneral Dearborn, his father'* own letters 
eiplanatorvof his temporary armistice, a'i it is called bvhim- Hfl^ 
does not present the agreement itself, for reasons which Is _ 
not pretend to conjecture- If it were as favourable to his fathef^J 
as the explanation given of it in these letters, ! am sure ; 
believe it would not have been withheld. I wilt now consider)^ 
what it appears to have been by these letters. Colonel BayneB,j 
the Adjutant General of the British army, came to Genera 
Dearborn's head quarters, with a proposition from Sir 
Prevost. The General says, in his letter to the Secretary a 
War, "although I do not consider myself nutJiorl/.ed to agreetfl 
a cessation of arms, I concluded I might with perfect safetj 
agree, that our troops should act merely on the defen-ive. 
These are the very words he makes use of There is not 
word in his letter to the government, by which it can even be io^ 
fcrrcd, that tliere was any agreement on the part of the BritidT 
Adjutant General, that the British troops opposite to ours, should^ 
likewise act only on the defensive. General Brock, with all th«"i 
forces of Upper Canada, was left at perfect liberty to march oP-* "* 
Censively against the forces I commanded. General Dearborn 
agreed to write to me. that I might act on the defensive nnlv, if 
I thought proper. And it seems to have been virtually umlci^ 
atocHi, that the British commander. Genernl Brock, mifth- .Iso 
act only on the dvfcnsivci if he tliought proper. These diacre- 
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tioiiary powers appear to have lieeii vested botli in Ouieral 
Brock nnd myself witliout any special aurJumty, eillier ftxim the 

, Britloh Adjutant General at frum Qenerai OearUorn. Thus it 
seems, by Octieral Dearborn'^ own Icttcrg, that Geueral Bi-odc 
was at liberty to marcli all tlie forces «f Upper Caoaiia, and in- 
vade oor country, by liis attack on me, while General Deurbor^ 
became pledged, by hii armistice, to confine liisiBflf to Iiii 
post, where he was then ailuated, and could not crass the Nia- 
gara river, tu lake possession of fort Erie or furl George, al- 
thoiis;h they were left in a perfectly defenceleiis condition, with- 
out violating his own agreement. It must be seen, that so lung 
as we are deprived of the original agreement for tliis temporary 
armistice, that I have no other mode of explaining it, than bf 
the information which General Dearborn has given in his letter* 
explanatory of it. If it contains any thing more or any tiling 
diiTerent from what has been or may be explained, let a copy of 
the original instrument be produced. General Dearborn in his 
letter to the Secretary of War, says, "that he did not consider 
himself authorized to agree to a cessation of hostilities," and in 
■notlier part of his letter he says, "that he has no esiiectation 
that his government will consent to a cessation of hostilitieft 
«n the strength of the communications which he had forwarded 
teihe Secretary of State on the subject.'" But neverthetesa, A» 

•greed to act only on the defensive. 

As it does not appear by the above letters, to have been stjp- 

«lBted, that the British were to act only on the defensive, I ask 

.•whether siirh a construction can be inferred from the terms 

l(y«mitaincd in those letters f According lo the common meaning 

Afid acceptation of language, it cannot. It Is proper to construe 
Ibis instrument, as it actually was, and not as it ought to have 



In the letter which he aajs he wrote to me, he gives the same 
' account, thai he had agmd to act only on the defm^he. which 
is contained in the one lo tlie Secretary of War. He further 
eays in his teller to me. that '^ the removal of any troops from 
Niagaia to Detroit while the agrcemen' continued, wonld be 
improper and incompatible with the true intent of tiie agree- 
ment." This is his own construction, but there is nothing con- 
tained in the letters referred to, as far as I can comprehend 
them, which will justify such a cowtruction. It is certain, Sir 
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George PrevosI did not put this conBtniction to the agreement, for 
J it appears by General Dearborn's lelter t« General Vuti Rensse- 
, dated twelve days after it was made, and while it was ia 
^fall force, that lie refers to dotacliini'ntH which liud been sent 
vTrom Niagara to Detroit, and General Van R«nskelner was or- 
Bdered to prepare, to lake advantage of their reduced posts, SOOB 
t there should be orders to act oflensively. And no evidence 
t been offered, to ihow, that this removal of the troops from 
Niagara to Detroit, was ever complained of by General Dear- 
B a violation of the armislice. 
This then was the temporary armistice, which General Dear- 
n agreed to, as appeitrs by liis own letters, and allhougli not 
T-«uthoriied to agree to nn armistice, and having stated to the 
Secretary uf War, that " he had no expectatioN that the govern- 
ment would consent to a cessation of hostilities, on tlie slreng;th 
of the communication forwarded by Mr. Foster," yet he did 
agree that his troops should act only on tlie defensive, regard- 
less of my situation, and leaving me to be exposed to the united 
forces from Niagara and at Maiden. 

Was it possible for him to have made an arrangement more 
f tatal (o rae r How long did this temporary armistice continue i 
f — A letter from General Van Rensselaer, dated at Lewislown, 
General Dearborn, acknowledges the receipt of General Dear- 
Iltorn's letter of tlie 8th of August, enclosing the armistice, so 
piliat it must have been as early as the 8lh of August, lliis let- 
s published by the son of General Dearborn. V.y a letter 
Pvliich he has also published in the some paper, from General 
J*Brock to General Van Rensselaer, dated the 25th August. 1 813, . 
General Van Rensselaer is informed, that General Brock dis- 
Mtchcd an express to Amherstburg. the day before, giving infor- 
nation of the armistice. By this letter it appears, that the ar- 
tnistice must liave been in operation, at least from tlie 8th to tlie 
25th of August, when if we suppose the armistice to have end- 
ed, which was not the case, however, and four days being al- 
lowed thereafter, for notice to have been given of its termina- 
tion, the period of its operation would then have amounted to 
twenty-one days. During all this period, General Brock had it 
lin his power, with all his forces of every description, 1o come 
ainst me, while the whole AmericBn forces od th« Niagiri 
U 
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rirer, were confined to our territory, uniler the armistice oT 
their commanding General. 

In answer (o young Gen. Dearborn's round assertion, that 
at this time, no troops left Niagra for Maiden, I will recite the 
letter of his Father to Gen. Van Rensselaer, dated ihe 20(h of 
August. It is in these words — " as it is believed n detachment 
has been made from the British force at Niagra, to re-enforce the 
garrison at Maiden, it will be necessary to be as wellprepaiedas 
possible, to lake advantage of the reduced force in your Iront, as 
soon as there shall be orders to act offensively." — In his let- 
ter likewise to the f^ecreiary of War of the 7lh of August, Gen- 
eral Dearborn states the movement of the British trwips from 
Niagara to Detroit. This was one day only, before he agreed 
to tlic armistice, in anticipation of which, there can be no doubt, 
iiiiti detachment of the British, took advantage of the contem- 
plated temporary cessation of hostilities. This lestimony the 
young General Dearborn has furnished, as will be found, by re- 
ference to the defence of his father and expressed, in a letter of 
which the following is a copy, of so much as relates to that part 
nf tlie subject. 

Letter to the Secretary of War. 
" Head QuaTterty Grecnbuah^ AiiguH 7, 1813. 

SIR, — I have been honoured with your letters of the a6th, 
57th and 39th ult. and of 1st and 5th inst. I have been making 
arrangements with Governour Tompkins for having re-enforce- 
ments sent to Niagara, Ogdensburg and Plaitsburg. I trust 
lliey will be moved $oon ; but too lute, I fear, to make the di- 
version in favour of General Hull, which is so desirable. 

*' I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Fenwirkj with two com- 
panies of Simond's regiment, two 18, and two 12 pounders, 
to move up the Mohawk to tltica, where the roads part, which 
lead to Niagara and Sackett's Harbour. 

" I shall order a detachment of light artillery, and the infan- 
try, with the heavy pieces, a quantity of ammunition, intrench- 
ing tools, and other articles, to proceed to Niagara. — The whole, 
except the light artillery, will go by water from fort Schuyler. 
I wrote to the commandini^ officers at Niagara and Sacbett'i 
^trbour, confidentUlly, to let it be kaowa they had received 
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IntelUgeacei that large re-enrorcements of regulars and militia 
were on tiieir march to join them : I enclosed a letter to each of 
them to that eSecl. It is said, that a detachment has beeu aent 
from Nigara. b]' land, to Detroit; ir no, 1 should presume, be- 
fore thej can march two hundred and Bfty miles, General Hull 
will receive notice of their approach, and in season to cut tliem 
off before they reach fort Maiden." 

Here then we have tlie tcetimonj of General Dearborn him- 
self, that on (he 7th of August, a detachment of British troops 
had marched from Niagara to re-enforce the troops at Maiden i 
and OQ the '30th of August, General Van Rensselaer was inform 
cd, that a detachment had marched from the same place.* 
Either then there were two detachments of the British which 
moved forward to Detroit, as referred to by General Dearborn 
on the 7th August to the Secretary of War, and afterwards on 
the 30th of the same month in his letter to General Van Rensse- 
laer, a more minute account of which, giving the amount of the 
force of one detachment, is given by ihp above letter of Colonel 
Cass, or General Dearborn was criminally negligent, in sufler- 
ing thirteen days to elapse, between the 7th and SOth August^ 
before he communicated lo General Van Rensselaer, informa- 
tion of so much importance. The young General may have hit 
choice of the alternatives, in making out the defence of hia 
father. 

There is another consideration which must be irresistible on 
this subject. Sir George Prevoat was the commanding General 
of both the Canadas. General Brock was acting govemour, and 
commanded the troops in Upper Canada, and was under the 
command of l^ir Geoi^e Prevost. At this time I had invaded 
Upper Canada from Detroit. No invasion was made from any 
•Iher quarter. It was of great importance, to re-enforce the 

* In xlilitiDa to the Ictlci • af GEDcrsI Dearborn which biTe bren cited, il Tur- 
ther sppori bf Colonel Cio' letter lo Ihc goiernineDt. dileil lOth Seplember, 
lgl3, which hu been publiihed Id Gtnenl Dcirbpro'i defeoce. Ibit Ihe enerajr 
It Mddec, aboat the tOlh Aug;UH, *rier the armiitiee «h enlrirtt into, re> 
wrieri ■ re-enforoemeal from Ihe nme pikoe. Ilia wonli 4re " >baut (he Inih 
Auguit, the enemy reeeired u re-enforecment of about toar hundred mec." 

1( appear* eviileni, fraia Ihi* autemcul of Colonel Cut, that the farM ofbuE 
hundred men, which airived oothe lOlh Anjpiit, mu it hare been an extra roree . 
bciidr-i that of Genvi) Brock, rhicb did aot r«uh Maldco, until the Ulh li 
the aamc Dontl), 
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{rcopa at Maiden, to repel this invasion. Troop* conld not ba 
removed wilh safety to tlie Hritish posts below, while our troops 
at Niagara, had a right to act oDeiisively. 

I now aak you, whether you do not believe that this plan was 
concerted by Sir George Prevosf, solely for the purpose of ena- 
bling Creneral Brock to carry his troops to re-enforce the troops 
at Maiden P And whether you do not believe, as soon as the 
plan was conceived and Sir George Prevost had. determined to 
send his proposals to General Deaiborn, that he immediately 
gave General Brock ir.^rm.i'ion, that a. suspension of hostilities 
wujld pn>t)3bly take placf at Niagara, and that he might with 
safety to those posts, march his troops lu Maiden, which it ap- 
pears by the two letters above recited to the Secretary of War 
and to General Van Rensselaer, he actually did. 

Tde fails thus proved by the letters of General Dearborn to 
fte r*pcreiary of War and to General Van Rensselaer, shewing 
tiiai 1 deiachrnent had moved from Niagara. for Maiden, and the 
commentaries which have been and will now be made on tbem, 
will jtlve a satisfactory explanation of The letter of General 
Brock, which has bfen published by young General Dearborn. 
General Brock had carried his re-enforcements to Maiden, and 
during the existence of the armistice, was engaged in offensive 
operations. When he wrote his letter of the 25th August to 
General Van Rensselaer, disavowing any knowledge of the ar- 
mistice, at the time of his attack on Detroit he had then return- 
ed with his re-enforceineots to fort George. It is true, the des- 
patches from the British Adjutant General, communicating 
offidal intelligence of the armistice, and which General Dearborn 
had undertaken to transmit to the British commanding officer at 
Niagara and to myself may not have been received by General 
Brock, as he slates, previously to the S5th of August. But I 
would ask how it happens that this official intelligence of the 
armistice was not received by General Brock, before the 25th 
August, seventeen days after it was agreetl upon i* And what 
became of the despatches, which it is stated General Dear- 
born had transmitted to me, and which I declare 1 had never 
receired. 

lo a letter from General Dearborn to the Secretary of War 
rfthe7thof August, he says, "I have been making arrange- 
ment)! with Guvernour Tompkins for having re -enforcements 
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tent to Niagara, Ogdenaburg, and Plattsburg, I trnsl they inll 
move soon, but too late, I fear, to make ^e diversions iti favour 
of General Hull which is so desirable." In the same Icttirr of 
the 'i\h of August, he ioforms the Secretary "that a delac1iint>Dt 
had been aent from Niagara lo Detroit," What were the 
GumslnQces which induced General Dearb'irn to eipresa to tl 
Secretary of War hia/eni* that the re-enforcements he had «f-^ 
dered from the State of New York would be loo late to mal 
divertiiuns in favour of General Hull t Altlioogh he says thi 
re-enfurcements wuuld move soon, jet he says he fears thqfJ 
would be too late. Does he not himself in this very letter (p»# 
the reason why it wnuld be too late for these re-enforcemei 
to ru-iiperatc with mei viz. "that a detachment of the Bi 
hail been gent from Niagara to Detroit." With the knowledge 
beiure him of the movement of this detachment, I think I may- 
then ask, what possible reason could have induced him un the 
very nest day to have paralyzed his own troops on the Niagara, 
by pledging himself that they should act only on the defensive? 
As soon as this temporary armistice was made, on the 8th Aug- 
gust, the British Adjutant General delivered a copy of it lo 
Genenl Dearborn enclosed in a letter to General Brock or the 
commanding officer at fort George, to be transmitted by him, as 
he had undertaken to have it sent Permit me again to ask, 
what could have induced him to have adopted a measure, which 
he himself says he waa net authorized ^ agree tti, and which 
he believed the government would not approve F If he should 
aay his object was my relief, I must request you, fellow citizens, 
now to consider the measures he adopted to afford that relief. 
Ail the letters cantainiag this important information, were en- 
trusted to General Dearborn to be communicated. He was the 
commanding General of our armies and must have known how 
materially this important measure would effect mv army, and 
having entered into it himself, it evidently became his duty tu 
have taken the most effectual means regardless of every ex- 
pense, to have made this communication to me with the gieatest 
possible expedition. 

The distance from Albany to the Niagara river, is about three 
hundred miles and thence to Detroit about two hundred and 
fifty miles more. It appears then that I was about live bund- 
dred and fifty miles from Albany, where Oensral Dearborn 
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wai sitaated at the date of the armistice, «nd that Genertf / 
Bruck was UR his way to Maldto. Intelligence of this annis-,' 
tice might have rcacheil me in five Aaya after it was agreed up;' 
on, b^ aa express, iravellJDg less than five miles an hour. Ha^ 
this t>een done, I should have received the armistice three dajBi 
iKfure the l6th August, the day that General Brock iuvadeH 
our territorv. By the measures adopted by General Dearborn 
to liave these important despatches conveyed, it will be seen by 
reference to General Van llensselaer's letter to General Dear- 
born, as before recited, that he did not receive them until the 
I'tii of August being nine days in travelling three hundred 
miles, and by General Brock's letter to General Van Rensse- 
laer, it appears he did not receive them until his return to fort 
George, after the capitulation at Detroit, and as I have before 
stated, the despatches sent to me, I have never received. Had 
proper and efficient measures been adopted by General Dear- 
born, to forward the despatches with such expedition as they 
might have been sent, according to his own construction of the 
terms of that agreement. General Brock would then have re- 
ceived the q^cial account in due time to have prevented his in- 
vading our territory in his attack on me, and 1 should have had 
it in my power to have exercised my discretion in agreeing 
likewise to the armistice or to have acted otherwise, as circum- 
stances might have warranted. General Brock having made 
the invasion of uur country in his attack on me, during the oper- 
ation of the armistice, he felt the necessity in justification of 
himself, of writing the letter referred to, addressed to General 
Van Rensselaer, protesting against any knowledge (meaning 
official knowUdge) of tlie existence of such arniistice at that 
time. It is well known that the Adjutant General is tlie direct 
organ of comnunication, through whom orders are made known 
to an army, and if by otiier means, a subordinate officer has re- 
ceived intelligence of such orders unless communicated in an 
official verbal or wiitten form, from tlie commanding officer, tie 
is not bound and indeed he dare not obey them. The armistice 
having been made nearly three weeks before General Brock had 
returned from Maiden to his post on the Niagara, I ask you 
whether it is probable that it was such a profound secret in Up- 
per Canada, that General Brock should have received no indirccl 
information of it, when he was in a situation where it ini(|;ht 
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have been conimantcateil to him in three or four days ai vmH. 
Truth is frequently more clearly eliciied from circumstantes, 
than from any other kind of testimony. Recoi'ds arc liable tfl 
Im; mutilated ; the memory of m&n is not alnays correct and re- 
tentive; interest, passion, and prejudice frequently haveapow- 
erfal operation on the mind. In the case under review, the 
circumitances which existed speak in terms most convincing 
«nd irresistible. 

It is nece&sary to take a view of the situation of both armies, 
and their relation to each other, with the objects of both partiet 
in the war, to form a proper estimate on the subject. Tlie ar- 
my I commanded, made the invasion from the Detroit river- I 
had no co-operatiun. Thii was owing tu the neglect of General 
Dearborn in the 6rst instance and to his temporary ai-misticc in 
tlie second. This armistice was proposed by Sir George Prc- 
vost at a time when his provinces were invaded from no other 
quarter but Detroit. I ask you, then, for what purpose this 
proposal was made ? To your consideration and judgment I 
cheerfully submit the two following inquiries. First, whether 
Ihe sole object was not to enable General Brock to march with 
the troops froto the east part of the province to re-enforce the 
troops at Maiden, to repel the invasion 1 had made F Second, 
whether from the evidence and circumstances which have 
been related you are not perfectly satisfied that General Brock had 
information of the temporary armistice before he returned from 
Maiden, three weeks after it had been made — a sufficient time 
for the information to have arrived, had it been sent from Bng' 
landi* In support of this evidence and of these circumstances, 
I do now in the most solemn manner declare, as I before stat- 
ed, that immediately after tlie capitulation on rhe 16th August, 
General Brock informed me that the orders in Council had heea 
repealed, and General Dearborn had agreed to an armistice &tr j 
Niagara and the other posts where he commanded, and he hop- 
ed and expected it would be the foundation of peace beiwcett i 
Uie two countries ; or words to that effect. You all well know 1 
fellow citi&ens, with what despatch expresses are sent almost i 
every day through the country for the benefit of commrrcial ^ 
speculation, and that the distance of five or sis hundred miles ia.^ 
frequently travelled over in about three days. With the knoW j 
tedge of such facts whicli the espeiience of all of you coafimir ] 



i94 

iwinouncin; lite armiatice, and haO ! fuund it expedient, to tiavp 
pruposrd a Mmilar measure the enemy was at full liberty to 
do aa iie pleased, and leave me uo choice. 

The eon of the General, in defence of his father, sajs, " that 
so far from neglecting the situatiun uf Genera] Hull, every pre- 
caution was taken by General Dearborn to render this arrange- 
ment no! (inly not iitjvrioua hut advantagtout to him ."' On what 
grounds was litis opinion of the son uf the General fnunded P I 
am left to suppose that it was on the letter of his fiither to the 
Secretary of War, in which he observes, " I have no ctpcclation 
tliat the government will consent to a cessation of liosiilitiea, 
but all circumstances considered, it may be well to avail our- 
selves of the occB'iion, untd we are better prepared for acting 
with effect ; at all events, we can lose nothing by the arrange- 
ment I have consented tu, it being explicitly understoud, that 
my govcitiraent will not be under any obligation to agree to i(, 
unless Uic despatches of Uie British government are such, as to 
induce the President to propose an armistice, as preparatory for 
negotiations fur peace !" 

The only reason given in this letter ia, that we might be bet- 
ter prepared. Whose fault was it that we were not better pre- 
pared .' In my 33d number, it is proved, that it was the duty of 
General Oearboi'n to have made the preparations at Niagai'a, 
&c. anil tliat he neglected, ei'Oi to give any orders for the pur- 
pose, more than furty days, after the Secretary of War, gave 
him instructions for the purpose. — No principle is better estab- 
lished, than, that a man shall not lake advantage of hia own 
^vrong. 

Thus I have proved that he knew I required assistance — that 
re-en furc em ents of the enemy had been sent to aid In opposing 
me — that he did not include my army In the armistice, and yet 
tliul he made it while possessed of this knowledge. I ask you 
to consider what motive; cnuld have induced him to have agreed 
to a measure, so fatal tn my army ? 

I will now consider young General Dearborn's remarks us to 
my views of the conquest of Canada, without theassUtunce of a 
navy.— The bes» evidence. I can offer ia my official letters to 
the government. In a letter addressed to the Secretary of W ar, 
in tRO!>, I say. " I would likewise su^^gesl for coneideration tlie 
cipedieacy of building some aimed vessels ou lake Eric, for tlie 
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purpose or preserving llip commuuiculion. Caimitcr ynu htue 
th^ef military posU to tlie nortli and west a( these watTft, and 
no other communication with llicro." In the next, tlateil llie 
6th of March. 1812, morr than two ioo[)ll>6 before Uie declara- 
tion of war. I observeil. " If we cannot cuinmanil the ocean, we 
can coniinanil the inland lakes of our coiintrv, I have always 
been of the opinioHi that we ouglil to Iihvc built as many armed 
vessels on the lakes as would have commanded tliem. We 
have more interest in them thnn the British nation, and can 
build vessels with more convenience." Both these com muni ca- 
(ioii& were made before I accepted a military appoinlmenf. 

After this appointment, and before 1 left Washington, to take 
the command of tlic northwestern army, I presented another 
letter to the Secretary of War. and I here copy from my de- 
fence before the court marital iliu contents of it. Page .18- 
**lt did contain, u reprehoniulion. in the most explicit and 
slront;ejt terms, of the nerensity of our having a naval force 
auperinur to the enernj on the lakesi and that without it, aotl 
unless the army I was to command was strengthened by addi- 
tions to its numbers, and unluss it waH followed by detachments, 
to keep open the communication, and insuru it supplies from 
Ohio, and unless it was supported by co-operations on other 
quarten. tny airmy could not be able to maintain itself at De- 
troit, much less cftrry on offensive operations in the enemy's 
counlry." 

On this subject. I wdl here state the testimony of Captain 
Charles Stewart of the navy, who says that at an interview lie 
had with tSie Secretary of the Navy, in tlic beginning of April, 
1812, "the Secretary informed him, that it was contflinptated 
to give him the command of the lakes; lliat a naval force su- 
periour to the British on the lakes, bad been strongly urged by 
General Hull, as tisenttal, and as a certain means of ensuiiug 
to the army success.'' This interview of Captain Stewart with 
the Secretary of the Navy did not take place, until I left Wash- 
ington for Ohio, to take the command of the army, as he had 
Jiotairived, while I was there. 

Ytmng General Dearborn ought to have stated the whole of 
General Porter's ii-«timimy — it i» to be fotind in pnjtes 1S6 and 
127 of mv trial 



lie 9^^-*. -V.*: 25C u Marca jt the fcf™«''"g of April, be 
'T3s> f:;u ne «-: ne Jifice >jt die siscretvj of \^ mr, and 1 recom- 
3ie!ide*i xjll i is.^ siviua j« iXjniMsd on tke lakes^ to h%ve a 
«um:r")nr7 ^*^r -ii«f 3nnsa in casse of war; that I stated the 
scre!U'^ ■»!' no -Jitci^ rravaj turce: and chat I recommended a 
»uwD ■ r T:ir If ' 'venrv »Tin!?» ind diac die hri^ Adams, then on 
:htf ^>-^.v?« siMULu je "aken incu ^he service ; and the Secretarj 
h' nie >«i^y jri|>a5«a vr:cins£ va Captain Stewart at Philadel- 
piiia« ni -^jpair :ii W^ismin^un tii concert measares. He then 
A^'<« iiiiz .1 x;ivT ^fic -t:i^ ippiinted on the lakes; that he 
"ir:i^ •¥•«:- ir .ne ^-i>;uii2r** wirn me* when the subject of a na- 
vy « L> aikt**i >vi>r: ^r 1(11* ime. lie mvs^ that the President 
:;iouci<: ■( ^voma j«f ij.^ Kiodt-u— ^t mother time. he agreed that 
ic <:iim;a Je •iiiixc. ' 1^ * •ri'L'U riere the aobstance of his tes- 
!imimv viii rti.^ «-!'.^)vi-r. .i i-^ ^uQcm: d miinner as possible. — 
Wi;'t?^».'f I -. .^ o Mre -li- .*:iuie Qt kU will find it in the book 
inu :J^'> I Mve inenc:uat*ii. 

\* jotr> lOi ipp«:ir :!uc itie plan was abandoned before I left 
Wis;it:iu:cun : ^caax! dicer my departure a navj agent was ap- 
pomceM :o ouiai ^ :idvy« mu Cupuin ^tewart was sent for to 
comiiiatiJ 'C. 

V v\^ Prcsuk'fi' ar any one time su^esied to General Porter 
:W ir wu^ aba.'uiiuicd, :t lllu^c !U>e been mere loose conversa- 
lion* and not an oilicial d<;cvrui [nation. 

M> Ictcvrs !o ::u ^verunient on ihi$ subject, ought and will 
bo cons^idcred cite 6«.':»c e\tdence of niv opinions; and as they 
wen* received ;i:* udicul coiiiniuuicationis 1 had good reason to 
believe that tlie Yie\i>i of tiic ^vernment accorded with nij 
own. Fve»"y per^MU there k*n»% H ho will read these letters to 
the seoveriui:etit« on ihe subject uf a navy, the last of which was 
written aller I was appointed to the command of the northwes- 
tern armv« and a few davs onlv before 1 lef^ >Vashin|rton, and 
likewisio tlie other testimony I have offered^ must be satisfied, 
that 1 had rea^n to expect a navy sufficient to preserve tlic 
communication of the lake* would have been constructed. 

It isi tiue« ill my official communications, and in mj confer- 
nation with the members of the administration, that while I urg- 
rd, in an Htn>ng language as 1 was capable of using, the expe* 
dliMU'Vi uml indeed necessity, of commanding the upper lakes, 
In till) o\eu of war with Great Britain, at the same time I 
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sUted tlie only ineasurps by wliicli our territory and posts sim- 
ated im iliose warer* louIiI by «ny possibiliij be |)reservi'd, juxj- 
vidi-tt a na»y could not be prepared. 

iihuuld not (liat eHsenlial preparation be made, the plao wtiich 
I prupoKcd was, as soon as war was decinred, to cross the Niag- 
ara rivi-r with a large unny, to co-operate with the forces I 
eommanded. I further slated, that if with these armies wa 
could make the conqoeBt of Upper Canada, the harbours nniund 
every part of the lake would be in our posseHsion, and the navy 
of Che enemy could not be supported, aud must be destroyed," 
or fall into our hands. 

If on the alternative. her« stated, the administration aban- 
doned the measure of building a navy ia 1818, and adopted the 
sugeestian I had made, an army ought immediately to have 
been assembled on the Niagara rivert of sufficient strcnglli, to 
have co-operated with mine, to have taken possession of (he., 
province, and especially of the harbours on the lake. This i 
beinw ilone, was stmii^ evidence to me< that the alternative u 
; not adopted, and that a navy would be prepared, which in all ^ 
' my communicaiions I recommended in conjunction with an t 
my to be preferable. Bvcr since I have had a knowledge oR 
tliat country, 1 have ^ven the opinion, and that opinion i 
seems to be coafirmed by experience, that tlic command of iho T 
lakes, is essential to its presei-valion 

This opinion was founded on its distant nnd isilRteil sitUfr«T 
tioD, Deti-oit being separated from any other selllements, by S . 
wilderness of more than two hundred miles. Michtllimockinack 
Ave hundred, and Chicago eight hundred, and the whole of theia 
situated on navigable waters. 

This must continue to be the case, until ihey are united to tlie 2 
states, by the progress of seulemen*. This explaiiatiun I liavs J 
been called to make in consetjuenee of General Dearborn's 
sertion, and you tiave now before you both u( my views as to ttu 
cmii^uest of the Canadas. 

In this defence of General Dearborn, it ia very frequently a 
serted, that I could have taken the British fort at Mahlen, and 
my instructions from the Secretary of War are recilefl, tu allow 
that it was my duty to have done it, lodeed, that 1 wub directoti 
to do it ; as it was made a crime against mo for not doing it, 
[ will a^k TOur attention to this part of the subject. On th^ 
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first column of the dofencc of General Dearborn, arc recited the 
only orders I received on this subject. Tlity an- dntcd the 
^4th of June, and were received on the 9t1i of July ; I liere copy 
them from his defence, witii my answer on the same day they 
■ were received- 

" Should tlie force under your command be equal to the en- 
terprise, consistent with the safety of your own p>sl«. you will 
fftkc possession of Maiden, and extend your c«n<|uedts as cir- 
cumstances may justify. It is sIsD proper to infoim you that 
an ntlcquatc force cannot soon be relied on for the reduction ol 
the enemy's posts below."' 

My answer to this part of the Secretary's letter on the sub- 
ject of taking Maiden, writlen on the 9th of July, the same day 
it wns received, is in these words ; " The Brili^th command the 
water and the savages. 1 do not think (he force l~<cre equal lu ' 
the reduction of Amheriitburg, (meaning Maiden.") 

! am much obliged to the author of the defence, for copying 
the last paragraph of thn letter, which he says I omitted ; it is 
a very strong additionnl reason for the opinion, I gave for not 
making an attack on that fortress. I was informed by ii. iha( 
the divinions of the army at Ningara, &c. were not ready lo co- 
operate in the invasion of Canada. It now appears by this let- 
ter of the Secretary of War. that I was ordered to cross the 
river, and make the invasion uf Upper Canada, and the enter- 
prize of attacking Maiden, was left to my discretion, and I was 
to make the attempt if in my opinion, it could be done consist- 
ent with the safety of my other posts ; and it likewise appears, 
that I wrote to the Secretary, on ihe same day tlmt 1 received 
this letter, that it was my opinion, that it could not be done 
consistently with the safety of my other posts. Here is present- 
ed all tlie orders and facts, which relate to this snbjfct- I now 
ask you, fellow citizens, and particularly those of you, who 
have had military experience, and paid particuUr attention to 
military subjects, whether, under these orders, and the opinion 
I had given lo the government, i could have U^en justified, in 
making til e attack? If I had ordered the eotcrpriv.e, and it 
hnd been nnsucceN^fiil, would not the administration 'have snid, 
and witli propriety, that the measure was left to my discretion, 
and I had given my opinion, thni it could not be undertaken, 
with safely to my other posts .- Indeed, whclherthe true mean- 
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ing and intention of this order, considering the opinions I had 
given, in conjunction with it, and the information the letter con- 
tained, that I should then have no co-operation, was not that I 
was not authorized to make the attack ? 

' Besides, after the Secretary of War had received this letter, 

in which I stated that mj force was not equal to the enterprize, 

1 1 received an answer from him, in which he said, that mj con- 

i duct was not only approved, but viewed with the highest satis- 

ifaction, by the President. From these facts and documents, it 

must be evident, that I strictly obeyed the orders I received 

from the government, and that different conduct would have 

Jbeen a violation of at least the spirit and intention of them. 



No. XXXVI. 

I WILL now reply to that part of the defence of young Gener- 
al Dearborn in protection of his father, in which he accuses me 
with attempting to pervert the testimony of Major Snelling, 
and endeavour to satisfy you, that there is not the least found- 
ation for this accusation. To exhibit it in the plainest possible 
manner, I will here copy the testimony on column No. 1. pre- 
cisely as it is printed in the number of my memoirs, to which 
the young General refers, and in which he says it has been 
perverted, and opposite to it in No. 2, you will see the testimo- 
ny, as printed in the Report of the trial, with the same punctua- 
tion, as in each. 



No. I. 

Witness says, "That he 
stood at the comer of the slip 
leading to the gate of the fort, 
and attemptecT to count the 
British troops on entering the 
fort ; that the troops in ad- 
vance were the 41st regiment, 
in platoons of fourteen files as 
well ds the York volunteers, 
twenty- nine platoons, two 
deep iQ red coats; that the 
militia pUtoonsi which lyerc 



No. II. 

^^That witness stood at the 
the corner of a slip leading to 
the gate of the fort, and at- 
tempted to count the British 
troops on entering the fort — 
that the troops in advance 
were the 41st, in platoons of 
fourteen files, as well as the 
York militia voluntccrs-twen- 
ty-nine platoons, two deen, in 
red coats— -that the militia 
platoons consisted of no more 



I than seven or eiglit Itles, bihI 
compoKed une (liird of the 
whole force^ — prubably seven 
Iiuiidred and fifly whilef.— nC 
which tiiv reniainiiiK two- 
ihirds wtrp regulars aod nni- 
furm miliiia." 
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in tlie rear, canaifiled oi no 
more Ihao seveD or right Gles, 
■ntt cumpoeed one third part 
of t)te whole force, probahlj 
•eveo hundred & fiflv whiles i 
of which the remaining two- 
tliinls were regulors and ud- 
nuifurmed tnititii." 

Witneaa says, sgrceablyto statement, "That t)ie troopi* in 
mdvanct, were the 4U(, (meaning regiment) in pUlotms of Tour- 
teen liles, as well as the York militia voliinteers — (at trell a», 
thai i», the 4lsl regiment wirh tht or at wtlt aa tlie York mili- 
tia volunteers) (York miliiia voluDleers. tnHilia i>( course, thej 
being volunteers) tncntjr-ninc platoon*, two deep, in red coata 
— that the militia platoons (which were iti the mr, certainly, as 
the 41st r^ment and llie Yurk luiUtia volunteers were in ad- 
vaiKt, as above stated) conHisted of no more than seven or eight 
Gles and composed (what complied, why the militia platoons 
comiKised) one third of the whole force — ('one Ihirtl of what, why 
oflht wheltjoree) probably seven hundred and fifty whiles — 
(who do these tecen hundred and fifiy widtet refer tO| why. to 
one lliifd of iht whole feree) of which the remaining two thirds 
were regulars aad uniform militia." (what does, oftckith refer 
to, why to u-hole finer) the remaining two thirds (one third 
of the whole force, being seven hundred and fifty whites) Uie 
other two Ihirdo must of course have amounted to fifteen hun- 
dred whites, OS twice seven hundrMl and fifty is equal to fifteen 
liundred ; and seven hundred and tifly bein£ added to fifteen 
hundred, makes the whulc white force amount to two Ihnosand 
two hundred and fifty whites, as I have represented in my 
memoirs, and now have sclually drnioustrated . It will tliere- 
fiire read thus, 

" That the troops m advance were the 41st regiment, in pla- 
toons of fourteen files, m well as or xmlh ikt Tork volunteers — 
twenty nine platoons, two deep, in red coats — that the miiilia 
pUtODiis, whieh trere in tht rear, consisted of no more ihut 
seven or eigiit files, and composed one-llunt of the whole force, 
probably seven huidred and fifty whiles, uf which the remain- 
ing two-thirds were regulars and uniform iiiiliti*." From these 
premises. I make tiie lulluning c^lculaiion, Tliat tiie number of 
NiMfM beioj; seven hundred and Gliy tvhiics, which was one- 
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third of the ip/inle winfe force and llie rcmatnine two-lhxrdt. 
which were rca;ul(irg nnd unifortn mililia. ami consifsling of ' 
courac of fifteen hundred, inasmuch as the 6rsl third seven 
' hundred and tifty, gives tlierefure the ngi^re^le white force, 
the number of twenty two hundred and fifry men, as I have be 
fore stated in my memoii-s. Add (o this only six hundred In- 
diana, which It is proved by the testimony of Lieutenant Fur- 
buth, before referred to, and which he states to have counted 
Uie day bel'iire the cnpitulatiou, and (lie whole number of the 
enemy would amotint to twu thotisand eight hundred and fifty 

In my defence before (he court ntarlial, I merely referred to 
(hat pari nf Major Selling's testimony, where he raentioned 
seven hundred and fifty whites, without considerin;; it in con- 
nexion with the other part of it. In tny memoirs 1 stated that 
[ had only two days allnwed me to prepare my defence, and 
arrange a mass of testimonv which had occupied thirty-two 
days in presenting to the court. I observed it was not so full 
and intelligible, as it might have been, had more time been al- 
lowed mc. Although however I may have stated ihe testimony 
of Major Snelling, on my trial, as young General Dearborn has 
represented 1 did, yet if any part of it were overlooked by mo 
at that time, which is susceptible of a construction on a less 
hurried examination, to operate in my favour, a candid and lib- 
eral mind would at once concede, that it was not only my pre- 
rogative, but that, in Justice to myself, it becomes my duty to 
avail myself of it. 

I will now state to you the testimony of Major Jessup, who 
was the Adjutant General of my army, as reported m my trial, 
page 94, in these words, "That he had received a report from 
different Adjutants of ditferent corps, estimating the men fit for 
action, and thinks tliat the amount eiceede<! one Ihousand men, 
includine; the Michigan militia of four hundred, and the detach- 
tnnits absent with Colonels Cass and McArthur; perhaps (his 
estination includes the Michigan legion." — He likewise sa/s, 
'•there were also on the evening of the I5th, about ihiriy or 
forty armed wagonners." Young General Dearborn, in his de- 
fence, says, the Michigan Itginn consisted of one hundred. 
After <le<lucting tlieae detachments, it will appear, that tny 
whole effective force on the day of the capitulation, tlid not 
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e^ce^tl but abuut sii hundred men, agreeably to (his teeti* 
mony. 

Bj Gxaininiag the lestimony of Colonel Cass, as contsioecl in 
Irii memorable letlcr to the go'ernmetit, he states the effectiv* 
men fit for <\alj on the I6th August al one thousantl and sixty, 
without including, as he says, a deTachinent lu which b« refers, 
anil the Michigan mililia of three hundred, on duty. This 
stJitement, you tvill perceive, is made xhas rainutety by a man, 
«ho w&s absent at tht- river fUisin with C'olbnfl McArlhUr on 
the 16tli, and could therefore only receive his iitformatiun from 
hearsay testimony, whereas the slaiemeiit uf Major Jessup, is 
testimony furnished by an individual, the Adjutant General of 
the army, and being present on the l6th testified both to what 
he saw and heard on that day- The variance of their testimo- 
ny 1 will leave with you to reconcile or to discr7minate between 
Aem. From the above view, it appears, ^y force on 'he day 
of the surrender was less than one third irf the white force of 
the enemy, and not a fourth of his whole force, consisting of 
white men and Indians. 

The manner in which young General Dearborn has given an 
account of the numbers of my army renders it necessary, to 
make some explanation of it. He has extrncted the whole num- 
ber id each regiment from a return, which was made at fort 
Pindley on the 17th of June, soon after the anny commenced 
its march in the wildemesa — and has represented it in such a 
way, lis to induce you to believe, that the number he has men- 
tioned was present atjd fit for duty at the time nf the surrender. 
Vuung General Dearborn lias been a military ofiicer himself, and 
must have known, that such a misrepresentation would have 
deceived those unacquMnted with military forms. He well 
knew, when a Colonel makes a return uf his regiment, he is 
obliged to include in it. every officer and soldier, belonging to 
it. whether present or attscni. fit for duty or not fit for doty. 
He had the returns before liim. wlxn he made the extract; why 
then did he not publish those returns insieiiil of the total aggre- 
gate? It is well known thai the loorth regiment had been sU- 
tioiicd at post St. Vinccnnes and joined the mililia regiments at 
Urbanna a tew days only beforo the army marched. Al) the 
■ick ami o on effective men of the ngmieni, were left at that 
post, and many were debilitated on th« march and did not join 
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tlierc^nieiil at Detroit- When young General Dearborn was 
•itating a few lines nnly of Colonel Miller's testimony, ought he 
not to have stated the Colonel's account ol the numbers Ihat 
re^ment contained ? If lie had stated this account of llie num- 
ber of that regiment, instead of four hundred and eiglitj-lhrcc, 
it would have appeared that only two hundred and fifty or two 
hundred and sixty were at Delroil and considered effective 
nen. Brreference to page 111, of my trial, it appears that 
when asked the strength of ihe fourth re)timent, fit for duty on 
the morning of the surrender, says, "There were about two 
hundred and fifty or two hundred and siity, eOective fur du- 
ty." General Dearborn then makes it appear, that in tlie three 
Ohio regiments of militia, with the few dragoons there wore fif* 
leen hundred and ninety-ttvo men. This number is ihrec liun- 
llred and ninety-two more than the President had ordered, 
which number as has been stated, vine twelve hundred, and 1 
Iiad no authority to take any suqtius under my command. The 
Colonels, 1 presume at thai time, muat have included this sur- 
plus of three hundred and ninety-two men, in their returns, in 
order to obtain provisions for them in (he wilderness, as it could 
not be obtained in any other way. These men were volunteers, 
who had joined us at intervals on our march, and were not un> 
der ray orders — they returned home whenever ihey pleased. 
At the time of the capitulation, on the I6ih August, young 
General Dearborn includes all the straggling volunteers, all the 
men of the fourth regiment who were left at post St. Viucennes, 
ill that were left sick on the march, and all the Michigan mili- 
tia which were tlien scattered over a territory of five or six hun- 
dred miles in extent. If he had been desirous of presenting to 
you a just statement of my effective force on tlie day of surren- 
der, he never could have exhibited the silatemcat which he has 
now attempted to impose upon you. Michlllimackinnck, wjiich 
was a part of the territory and nil the militia at that place 
and the adjoining country, were in (he hands of the enemy. 
£y a letter I received from Colnnel Anderson, which I recited 
in a former number, who commanded at the river Raisin, he re- 
quested lue. not to order any militia from that place to Detroit, 
but desired I should send re -enforcements and ammunition, for 
the preservation of the selllements, against the savagea. Thin 
was at that time the latest settlement in the territory, etcept- 
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of th«f seff lement, as stalpd by Colonel Anderson, no men w«re \ 
ordererl from that quarter to Detroit. Indeed, there were no 
militia which could have been collected at Detroit, excepting 
(he few who resided on that river. By ascertaining what popu- 
latiori was on the Detroit rirer, and the disposition that wu 
manifcated by such of those as were with me on the 16th Aifc* • 
gust, you will be enabled to form a judg^nent of their numbed . 
and what dependence I could place on ihem. I was of tlie opin- 
ion, and I believe you will agree with me, there could have been 
none at all. A part of them had joined the enemy at the Spring 
Wells, and their Colonel informed me on the morning uf ihe 
16t>i, that the whole of them would do the same. 

In our investigation, we ought always to make use of tlie best 
evidence the nature of the case will admit. In this ciue. the 
return of the Adjutant General is the best evidence- I have 
stated his testimony, given under oaih. relative to my force un 
the morning of the 16th of August, and he says, ** thai the nunt- 
ber of effective men, was abtiut one.4liuisand, including Mc 
Arthur and Cass's deiacliroenis—" and by deducting them lor 
the reasons, which have been fully stated, my force would be 
reduced to about six hundred men. Thus you see the nioo- 
strous eirours, which this sun of General Dearborn has commit- 
ted in his solicitude to defend liis father. Tu check his impet- 
uous ardour, the boundaries of truth have been no barrier, but 
have been overleaped with as much facility, as if straws only 
had impeded his course. 

It is a duty which I owe to myself and to a proper investiga- 
tion of the subject, to fi\ate (he situation and inducements of (he 
witnesses, immediately after the surrender, but before the trial, 
the testimony of whom is intruduced to you by young (ieneral 
Dearborn, that you may judge of the degree of credibility to 
which eacli Is entitled. 

In Uie first place, i will introduce to you Colonel Cass, who 
proceeded to Washington immediately after the capitulaiioD, 
ami under the eye of the officers of the administration, address- 
ed a letter to the ISecretary uf VV ar, giving such an account of 
the events of the campaign, ns they, who were my prosecutors, 
wjlbed 
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tie ivas Die first witness examineit b; ilie court Martial. All 
the niher wilnessei were present, nnti ottcmleU In hcai the tes- 
timony he gave, I'efore he testified, he had been pramated 
' from fh* rank of a lieutenant colonel of militia, whicK he lield 
while under my command, to the rank of brigaditT ir«oeraI io 
tlic standing army, and by luuking at the register of tlie re|;ular 
anny at that lime, it will be seen how many cohmtls of that 
army were superseded, to make way for his pmmiiiion. M 
'je was nn the stand, testifying, lie hail in his [nirket, an i 
tional commission, as governour of (he territofy of Michijjc 
■ which office, 1 had held fur nine years, and my conduct had r 
ceived the fulleHt approbation of the government If jnu wiU | 
lesamine 1he newspapers, devoted to the admiaitttratiuD, arounA 4 
the capital, at Albany, where the rourl martial was held, you 
|wiU ihere see, immediately after he testified, the manner In 
i' which hia testimony was applauded. When the youn^ nKir.'rs 
whs were left to follow him. perceived the distinguished Tatours 
I he had received, aud the manner in which his testimony was 
.1 applauded in the newspapers, and being present and hearing 
' the testimony he had given, 1 ask you. whether, lliey did not . 
expect, that following the paths he had opened, they would -4 
attain by the most direct course, similar favours nnd distio 
■,tions ? 

The letter which he had written to the Secretary of War, be-^l 
fore I waa in a situation to communicate official information at-M 
the event, has since been published by young General Dearborn, } 
in defence of his father. This letter, giving a minute account ^ 
of transactions, a knowledge of which he eoutd only have ac- . 
r)uired by hearsay, was not only received from a junior officer^ rf 
aud publisheil by the administration as an official letter, bntv 
was sent by tlie same administration to the court martial, afrV^ 
evidence against me, to prove capital charges, and has been rV'f ■ 
corded in my trial ! ! By his own testimony, it appears that he * 
was absent at the time, and all the knowledge he had of the 
transactions on the 1 4th, llith, and 16th of August, as I befom-^l 
observed, was mere hearsay evidence. 

I axk you to compare the statements made in this letter, withS 
the testimony of tlie witnesses under oath, who were present, i 
from whom he must have received his information. In his Ictteiv ' 
he Bays, after he returned to Detroit, Major Jessup, the Adja- 
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taut Genera], mforiued him that my force on the moming of 
Iflth of August, wa* one lhoiig3n<l and sixty, and further 
thi- delarlimenl sent to llie river Raisin, wan not included in 
1Iib( return- .Major JesBup, the Adjutant Genera), savs, he in- 
formed Colonel Caas of t!ie return thai moruing;, and that there 
was aboot one thousani), and t-xprestly sayi, that tliis detach- 
ment wai included in the number. It wuuld tire your {Mttence 
to puint out all thi.> variations of this letter from the testimony ; 
I therefore leave tlie comparison with you, as the whnle of the 
letter, and the testimony of the Adjutant General, from whom 
he says he received the information, have bet-n published. 

Gi-neral McArthur, was a lieutenant colonel in my army^ 
apd after the campaign, and before he ^ve in his testimony, 
was appointed a Brigadier General in the regular army, without 
having performed any service to entitle him to it, or ever hav 
ing had any military experience, excepting while under my 
command. The administration could certainly have had no 
other miitive in supersedinEall the colonels in the regular army, 
in making this appointment, than to prepare him to testify a- 
gainst me. Colonel Siieliing, was a captain in my army, and 
before he appeared as a witness against me. was promoted, and 
Boon after had a regiment given In him. The adminiBtratioii 
never even instituted an inquiry into his conduct, for having 
left his post at the Spring Wells, on the night of the lath Au- 
gust, 181^ without orders, where General Brock landed tht 
morning after. 

Major Whistler was a captain in my army. This officer was 
a soldier in General Burgoyne's army, and deserted from it. 
During the Indian war, while General St. Clair commanded, he 
enlisted in our army. Having been in the British army, he had 
acq aii-ed some knowledge of the manual exercise, and was ap- 
pointed a sergeant: afterwards an ensign: and finally advanc- 
ed to the rank uf captain. The President being informed of his 
character and situation, refused him further promotion, although 
he became' entitled to it in regular succession. For a numbet 
of years, younger officers superseded him. He submitted tu 
this d^radation, and did not resign, according to usual custom 
in such cases. At my trial his testimony was wanted bv the 
adminisiraiion, and he was promoted to the rank of major, and 
travelled from Ohio, in the midst of ivinter, to testify agftinft 
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v.e. He was certainly deeply indebted to the adiDioistration, 
nod did not fait in his teslimonv to inaku a. suitable renard. He 
ought, however, to have remembered, what would have been hU 
fate a3 a de§erter, if 1 had not made particular provision; in the 
capitulation, (hut alt belonging lo my army, should be protect- 
ed in their persons. Major Jessup, was a Ueutenuit in my 
army. I appointed hini brii^ade major, and acting adjutant gea- 
eral, witli the brevet rank of major. After the campaign, but 
before he presented himself as a witness against me on my trial, 
he was appointed a colonel in the antiy, and afterwards, quar- 
ter master general, and is now quarter raaster general of the 
United States. All ihe olher witnesses, part only of whose ti 
timonv have been cited in the defence of General Uearboro^ "1 
who could be inducer! to testify against me, were patronize^ J 
and promoted, and prepared to follow General Cass, the prindii j 
pal and leading chnractei- in the nock trial, under which I lia¥«^ 
tuflered. In considering the testimony of these witnesses, you 
will litid, that the principal partofitcoiisislsmercly of iheirqptnx 
ions, with regard to my declining the attack on Maiden, in r 
treating from Sandwich, in not keeping open my comi;iuuicutioB. ' 
to Ohio, and in agreeing to the capitulation. The witnesse* , 
ought not to have been suBt:red to have stated any thing bat | 
facts, and it was (lie province of the court to have formed opin- < 
ions,vn those facts. By tjiia mode of procedure Hie wilnessei i 
became the judges, and the court was left in the degraded char> J 
acter of being the organ of their opinions. I will now, fellavij 
citizens ask your patience a few momuDts, wjiilc I present t^ j 
you, from the reports of tlie trial, from which young General 
Dearborn has made his extracts, a small part of the other evtf 
tlcnce, which was given to the court martial, and will refer yo|l 
to the report of my trial for the whole of it. 1 will begin wift 1 
Colonel Miller's testimony. It is to be found in page 1 lit. He 
says, "that be s&w nothing in my conduct on Ihe I6tt) of Ai|' 
gust, which the fatigues I had undergone, and the responsibilitj 
which was upon me, might not have produced." General l)ear> | 
born in delence of his f.itlier, has only cited a line or two of 4 
Colonel Miller's lesliinony. It conuins severdl pages, and t f 
refer the reader to the whole of it. Ii will be seen that Culunt^r^ 
Uiller, who was constanily with me, «nu' nothing mn-ycon^jk 
rfMtfg rcAi'cA the fali^ue I had ttiuitTgonCi and the ratiionHbi^ 
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ahifh was upon me, might no/ fiave prodwed. And in his tes- 
tiniii'i*' afterwartls, wiien parlicularlj ^iiijuirdi of. coulil atnte 
notliingbut the surrender, which couM liave made any Otlker 
imprpssiona. Colonel Miller wns a \ritness, and nci( a memtttx 
of the court martial; and it was his prorince as a wiineBit, oniy. 
to liKve stated facts. It was kiinwa tliat 1 had :>urrcndered. and 
the manner in which I had surrendered! and it w:is for the court 
to tiare determined whether it wa» |;roper or not. His testimo- 
ny, therefore, inuat be considered favourable to me. I have 
been the more particular in making Ihese observations, because 
Ihej niti apply to more ihaa half the witnesses oa the trial. 
They slated nothing but the naked facta, that 1 refused to at' 
lack Maiden, that I catreated from Sandwich, that my commun- 
ication with Ohio was nol kept open, and that 1 agreed to the 
capitulation ; all of which w.is supported by thdr opinions onhff 
to prove that I was influenced by other considerations than a 
sense of duly. On an investigation of tlie causes which led 
to these events, the court martial was sitting in judgment, and 
the opinion of witness^ ought not to have been admitted. — 
Therefore it is unnecessary to be more particular in reciting 
them. 

i will here state the testimony of Captain Bacon-, who was 
then an officer in the fourth regiment, page 1S4, report of the 
trial. " Witness saw General Hull once on the ISlli of August, 
on Ilie parapet, and once on the 16th He saw hitn also, in dif- 
ferent parts of the fori during ihu cannonade- General Hull 
appeared engaged as usual, and agitated more than usual on the 
morning of the I6lh, but witness does not know the cause. He 
had uo suspicion tliat it proceded from personal fear, neither 
did he hear anjc officers at the time express an opinion that it 
did." The testimony of this officer was favourable to me ; ha 
received no favour, no promotion from the government. The 
first opportunity that occun'rd when the army wan reoi^ganized. 
Captain Uacon, though a valuable officer. u'a» nol even rtlamed . 
in Krvice. In page I31 of my trial, will be seen the lestlmony^) 
of Major .Munson, a major in one of the Ohio regiments. He 
lays, "the General's Mtuation was a critical one; he hurt a 
great deal of re^iponsibility and great care on his mind, ' he 
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Ycm will obserre, fellow ciiizeas, that the court martial ni- 
quitted me of the chuyc of Ircasnn, and every specification un- 
Aer i(. My trial was delayed nearly twn years, by tlie adtnin- 
istrition, to hunt up testimony on that charge. Not even the 
shadow of testimony could he found ; not nne act could be dis- 
covered, which affiir<\ed even the colour of pnmf. Tlie clan of 
witnesses, wbo had been patroni'Mil and promoted in tlie man- 
ner which hab been shewn, nere » reaily to liave tfiven opinions 
on this charge, as they were as to my personal appearance. 

Both the ndmintstration, and the court martial ihouslil it 
woald be too great an outrage, on established precedent, to found 
a conviction on the opinions of witnes8c« alone, without proving 
a single act in support of this charge. They believed the rea- 
sons, good sense and justice uf mankind, in Ibis enlightened 
age, would revolt at such an attempt- far this reason alone, 
the g^und wa» changed, and all the power of my proeeculoi-s 
w&s collected to a single point, 1a prove tlut I was under the 
influence of personal fear. In searching the records, far back 
in the days of ignorance and oppression, when the people were 
not allowed even to think, some precedents were found, fur tike 
admission of Opinion on this charge. The witnesses '.herefore 
were allowed to state their opinion*, that I was nndcr the in- 
fluence of personal fear, because I did not attack Maiden, be- 
-uauw I retneated from Sandwich, because I did not open ai^ 
-communication nitli Ohio, because I agreed to the capitulatioBt 
finally, because thoy tbovght tliere was the appearance of alter- 
ation in my countenance. If will be porceived that when I con- 
sidered it not expedient to attack Maiden; to retreat from 
Sandwich, and to lake measures for opening my commumcatton 
4o Ohio, there was no enemy within eighteen miles of nie, and 
in reality, no clearance of iimncdiate dangtr. When in lh« 
exercise of my discretion and best judgment, 1 perTormed those 
acts, was it proper for the court to take tlie opinions of witnes- 
ses, with respect to the motives which indoced me to adopt 
them? Was it not their province alone tn deleiinine the pr> 
priety of these acts f I ask, whether the court did not give iqiv 
its prerogative to the ivitnesscs, when their opinions on thi 
military acts were admitted as evidence? fur what purpoifi 
were their opinions admitted ? Certainly for no other, than (^ 
prejudice the minds of the court, and induce it to prviiouneV' 
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Jutl^ment against me. irthen the jad^ent of (he court wu 
grouniletl on the opimoiu itf the witnesses, the uitneases might 
DA well have been tlie court, and have themselves pronnunced 
sentence, I will here present (o jou some eitracta from a ccle- 
bratcil English hislnriant who gives an sctount of the trial of 
Lord George Sackville, whu was tried for misconduct at the 
battle of Mindeo. ' 

Doctor Smollet, the hUtorian, having stated that some testi- 
mony was j^iven lo prove Ihal when certain orders were deliver- 
ed to Lord George, he wan alarmed lo a very great degree, and 
seemed in the utmost confusion, subjoins remarks, fnmi which 
ilie I'ollowing are exlraeU. "The candid reader will of him- 
self determine, whether a man's heart is to be judged by any 
change uf his complexion. Granting such a change to have 
happened; whether it was likely that an officer whu had been 
more ihan once \n actoal service, and behaved without reproach, 
so as to attain an eminent rank in the army, shuutd exliibit 
sympioma of fear or confusion, when in reality tJiere was no 
appearance of danger. With regard lo the imputation of cow- 
ardice levelled at Sir George, by the unthinking multitude, and 
circulated with such industry and clamour, we ought to consid- 
er it as a mob accusation, which the bravest of men, even tlie 
Dulce of Marlburougb could not escape. We ought to view it 
as a dangerous suspicion, which striken at the rout of character, 
and may blast that honour in a moment, which the aoldier has 
acquire<l in a long couree of painful services, and at the contin- 
ual hazard ofliis life. We nught to distrust it as a malignant 
charge, altogether inconsistent with the former conduct of the 
person accused." 

In the application nf the observations of this historian to my 
situation I hope, without the appearance of vanity, under cir- 
cumstances which have taken place. I may ask your attentiOD 
to the actual service, and the dangers I was called to encounter 
during 'he war of the revolution r From an examination ol the 
history of that period, from authentic accouniJi, documents, and 
other evidence, which have been recently poblished, and finm 
the knowledge of many (•( my associates in those memorable 
conRicts, who ate now living, the manner in which I condutteiJ 
may be made known to yon ; ynu may be made tcquatnii-d with 
the numerous battles in which I was engaged, and the approba- 
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tioD of my conduct on every occasion, by the illustrious leaders 
of our ai'mies ; on the otiier liandi Ihcrc is now presented to 
;ynu tlie events of an after pcriud. 'I'liu plan of the campaign 
of 1813 has been laid before you ; llie part whicli 1 acted in it 
Ims been fully unfolded. The character of the army 1 com- 
manded has been axplained ; the orders t received have been 
recited, and the abject of the government, with regard to the 
conquest of Upper Canada, and the manner in which I com- 
nenced olTensive operations from Detroit, in conformity to lof J 
orders, have been spread before you. You have likewise before ] 
you, the orders which General Dearborn received from the gov- 
ernment, dated as early as the 36th June, eight day^ &fter the 
declaration of war, to form two armies, to co-operate with mef 
in the inva-iion of Upper Canada, agreeably to bis own plan of 
tile campaign, and the manner in which he obeyed those orderie 
Tliat I wax not only Left alone and unassisted, but tiiat he a- ' 
greed tn an armistice, which enabled General Brock with the 
whole force of Canada to march against me; and that be mad& 
this armistice, when, as appears by his letter of Ttlk August, to 
the Secretary of War, only one day before, he acknowledges' 
he h&d been informed that troops were marching to Maiden, 
from Niagara, against me. In addition to this force from the < 
east, Michilimackanack liaU fallen, and the forces in that quar- 
ter were bearing upon me ; Chicago had fullen, and the savages I 
from the west were pressing forward ; the road I had opened i 
from Ohio was closed by hostile savages, tind the lake was shut 
against me by the British navy. Iteing not only the General of 
the army but the Governour of the territory, I ask you to re- 
flect on my situation at the lime, when General Brock landed 
with a force more than three times auperiour to mine, and in- 
vaded Qur territory — to consider the scattered situation of the 
inhabitants of the country — that it was impossible for me to af- 
ford them protection; under these circumstances your views 
will no doubt accord with the testimoay of Colonel Miller, and 
many others of the witnesses on my trial, who stated ^'lli&t 
they saw nothing in my conduct, but what the reeponsjliility of 
my situation, and the fatigue I had undergone, might occasion." 
And when you further consider, how deeply interested, not on- 
ly the administration, but tlic president of Lite court marritt 
were in the result, of mf trial, and likewii^e the manDvill, 



wliieh tlie wifneues h»l hetn trained bj palionage and promo- 
tion, before Ihej appeared a» wilDesecs against nie, the inform- 
ality in reCMving their teslioMiny in the presence nf each other, 
the admission uf opinionat in lieu of direct testimony as Id facljiT 
I must willingly appeal to your judgaient, for an approbation 
of iJiy conduct- 
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ToD.NG General Dearborn has publislied a number of my let- 
ters to the Secretary of War, and you will see by the dales of 
many oftlicm, ihey were written while I was in thu bIbIi: of 
Ohio, and before I had any knowledge of the declara.lian of war. 
In answer to his strictures on those tetters, I will observe that 
I expressed my honest feelings of the opinion I entertained, of 
the character of the citizens of Ohio. That they manifested a 
praisewortliy spirit, and had volunteered their services, with a 
protnptitude and energy which was highly honourable to them. 

I further observed, '*tliat the army was in high spirits, and 
animated with a laudable zeal.'- and in anothei; letter observed, 
" tliat the patriotism and perseverance, with which this army 
has sustained a march, attended with difiicullies, uncommon in 
their nature, docs honour to themselves and their country.'* 
These expressions of approbation, I then thought, and now think 
were due to ihein. — [ knew, and therefore said oothing uf their 
discipline, military experience, or subordination. 

It will be lecolleetrd in the letter of the Secretary of War to 
me, of the 9th of April, the force, which I was to rommand, was 
described, and tlte object of my command then slated. Tho ' 
force was twelve hundred tnililia, and tlie fourth United Stales 
regiment.— 'iTte object wds the security of the Michigan terri- 
tory, and the protection of the exposed frontier selllements from 
the Indians. This force 1 stated to the sovernment, was suffi- 
cient, for this purpose in time of peace. It would, therefore, 
have been wrong for me, to have asked for n larger force under 
^(we circmnitancefi. 
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I stated likewise, the amount of my force and the numberv 
which had joined tlie armj, after I commenced mj march, 
thruugli the wildeniess. I have explained to jou the manner, 
in which this force was formed. I staled that I considered it 
sufficient to oppose aay force of lodiuns which could be brought 
against me. 

After Oie declaration of war, and after the desertion of sonW 
of iSe militia, I wrote to the Secretary, that although I might' 
lake Maiden, yet I thought it would be attended with loo gre«t. 
/ D sacrifice. In reflecting on the expediency of attacking lh» 

I/re{^ular constructed format Maiden, defended by British troopv. 
1 could not call to my mind a single instance during the revolu- 
tionary war. where militia had BUCcesHfully marched up to, and 
carried n-gular fortifiratiuns. I eipressod it as my opinion* 
vhich was also concurred in by a council of war, that we had 
better wait until heavy cannon could be provided — my calcul*- 
tioD was made, and my communications to the govei-nmeut werti 
founded nn the force, which was then at Maiden, and the addi- 
tions which probably would be mndr to that force. 

Had not the post at Maiden been re-enforced in any other I 
manner than I hid reason to expect, in ihe common occurreo* i 
cpB uf war, my opinion then was and now is, that I should harft , 
twen able to hove sustained my situation at Detroit, provided* 
I had been assisted from Ohio, in opening my communication* ^ 
in such a manner as to have received supplies. 

II will, however, be observed, that I stated in one of the let* 
ters. rjtioted by young General Dearborn, that the force ai Mai- 
den, in point of numbers, was Buperiour to mine. And if onir 
part of my letter is recited to operate against me, the other part, 
ought certainly to be entitled ilo equal credit. There is no 
doubt, fellow citizens, that the force ordered for my commanilt 
was suiBcient for the prolectioti of the frontier settlement*, 
against the Indians, In time of peace, under all the excilemcnts 
which could have been made, which, as 1 was informed by tha J 
government, toot the object, for which it was ordered. — AnA 
furtlier, in my opinion, it would have been sufiicicnt, not onl/' 
to have defended our territory, but successfully to have torn- j 
menced ofTuDslve operations against Upper Canada, had thfti 
communication of the lake been preserved by a navy, aud had 
the commanding General prepared suitable aruitea from f 
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m to have co-opersted with if, instead of having, at a criticaE 
nonieiit agreed by an armistice, to act only on the defcn- 
Bivc, and thereby leave the whole force of the province to ope- 
rate against it. It will be distinctly remembered, that (vl)en I 
informed the government, that Maiden might be taken with the 
forces under my command, I observed in the same letter it 
would be attended with too great a sacrifice. After hnviug 
made this communicalioD, "thai it was my opinion il isuuld be 
attended with too great a 5acriiicc,"and that opinion having bees 
approved by the Presideni. I submit toyourjodgment, whether, 
under those circumstances, I could have been authorized to 
have made the attempt, without a positive order for the purpose- 
The son of General Uearborn has endeavoured to make the 
impression, tliat my complaint of the court martial, in not suf- 
fering counsel to appear in my defence, was without any fuuo- 
dation. It is true, wlien I informed the court of the mimes of 
the gentlemen 1 wished lo employ as my counsel, tlie request 
appeared to be granted. When the trial commi-nced, and ihe 
gentlemen attempted to examine the witnesaes, they were in- 
formed, that they would not be permitted (o ciamine the wit- 
nesses, speak to any collateral question of law, which might 
arise in the trial, or lo the final queslion, whether by the evi- 
dence, I was guilty or not. At the same time, Mr. Dallas, and 
Mr. Van Buren had been employed by my prosecutors (the ad- 
ministration) to assist the army Judge Advocate, and allowed 
to examine Ihc wiinesscK, speak to all queslions of law, and to 
the final question, whether I was guilty of the charges wr not, 
and I was not permitted to reply in any manner whatever, to llie 
application of the testimony, and the ai^umentg, which were 
made use of, lo enforce it against me. Of what use was this 
apparent candour, in consenting that I might employ counsel f 
Without the permission of the court, I had a right to ask the 
advice of any counsellors, that I chose to employ. It is truer 
(he court did nut post centiaels at my door, and prevent me 
from consulting with them, neither did they prevent them from 
writing any questions, and handing them to me, to be proposed 
to the witnesses. All this they certainly would have had a 
right to have done, without the permission of the court. 
It would have been too great an outrage, for the court to have 
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0«terinined, that no one shouid be pennittpd to nrite fur me, or 
advise with me. 

There could have been no mode of eiecating an order of this 
^ind, but confiniog me in a dungeon. Throughout the whole 
trial) the order of (he court, that my counsel aliould not be per- 
mitted to speak in it§ presence, waa rigidly adhered to. It fru- 
quentlj happeoed, in the course of khe (rial, that questioits of 
law arose, with respect to ihe admission of testimony, and on 
other subjects, Feeling myself incompetent to the discussion 
of these legal questions, the law was explained by (he Special 
Judge Advocate, who was employed and paid by my prosecu- 
lors, and adopted by the court, according to his ciplanation. 

It must be obvious, tliat the manner in which it waa admitted 
could have been of no use to me As the administration had 
emptoyeil special counsel to assist the Jud)i;e Advocate in the 
prosecution, the court wus not willing, in direct terms, to denj 
my request. It was however granted in a manner, only to save 
appearances, but not to be of the least use to me. 

I now aak. whether the scales of justice, held by the hand of 
General Dearborn, the president of the court martial, were 
equally balanced in this case? My right to employ counsel 
was founded on the liberal principles of our government, and 
particularly on onr constitution, which is tlie highest law of the 
land. 

1 need only appeal to your own sense of justice and right* 
fellow citizens, fur you to contirm the reasonableness of a re- 
quest, to be allowed the same assistance of counsel, in the full- 
est extent, where not only life, but character, which is deai-et 
than life, is depending on the iasue of the trial, as is admitted 
jn the most trifling trespass, or i|ucstiun of property, before any 
of the courts in our country. The argument, fellow citizens, 
in favour of my right to counsel, to asaist me, in showing my 
innocence, and defending my life and reputation, is founded 
on that constitution, which is the work uf your own hands, and 
is your unalienable inheritance. 

The precedent, by which the arguments urged by young Gen- 
eral Dearborn are supported, is founded un a practice, estab- 
lished In the dark ages of tyranny and oppression, when th« 
pra[>1'' i><:ro considered asi having no rights, and their lives, lib- ^ 
erly, reputation and property, were at the disposal of Ihti 
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■yt'iil of a tjT-ant. It i* for you to judge, on which %\At isflw 
weight of argument, and on which side the scales of justice pre- 
ponderate. 

In the defence of Ocneral Dearborn, the testitnonjr of Captain 
Whistler is incited, with respect to provisions- In one nf my 
numbers, I have informed you of the character and sitnation of 
this officer. Admitting however, his testimony to be true, tvith 
respect to the barrels of provisions in the store, which he says 
he counted, if you will only take the trouble of calculating the 
Dumber of rations they would make, and tJie time when he 
counted thetn, and compare it with the issues previous to that 
lime, which have been stated by the contractor, you will find it 
only would have lasted lo about the 16th of August, the day oT 
the capitulation. This statement you will find, is correct by 
mathematical calcnlation. This witness has likewise stated thJe 
the numt>er of cannon, small arms, powder and ball, at the 
fort. 

In reply f ^rill only observe, that a part of these cannoa were 
left by the British, when the fort was delivered lo us, by virtue 
of the treaty of peace, being principatty withoot carriagea, ui4 
were considered as oseless. Others were left, with the smaM 
arms and powder, by General Wayne's army which was dis- 
banded at Detroit, after the Indian war, and all the carriages 
were rotten, and the small arms ate up witli rust and not worth 
repairing. The powder remained so luitg a lime in the store 
that it had lost all its strength, and was do better than ashes. 
I should l>e wanting in doty to myself, did I not ntake some re- 
ply to that part of the defeace which relates to the Indians.— 
1 refer yoo, fellow cittzens, to the 3d number of my memnrs, 
ID which I recited a letter, which I wrote to the Secretary of 
War on tlut sabject In that letter the character, habits, and 
predominant pasatons of the Indians are described. 1 informed 
the goTeraineBt that in the event of war. the sachems and chiefs 
wmld athise the warrionr^ to take no part in tt, but gave it as 
my opinim in the most explicit manner, that their aathority 
over then wMild not be able to restrain them. The policy oT 
oqr govenime&t was not to employ them^ As soon as I took 
ihc (.ooMund of the army. I soitl mcuagrs to their villages aad 
advised them, in the event of war. In remain quiet in their nif- 
«Mu. and take no part in <be contest, in which they cmU 
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liAve nn interest. The old sarbcm cliiels, callfi) in councils, 
and ai|vi!ti>il the warriiHirs In this pfilicy- Their ndvlce and au- 
thnritv had no eBcci. nnd as I was nor aulhorized to emjiloj 
them, they all joined Ihe Rritiith standard. 

Their conduct was precisely suih, a* I had p-editled to the 
govern m en t, and there was nuihing, which ctiuld have made it 
dilferent, bur an invitstion to them to join unr standard, wliicb 
1 had no authority to give. 

Young General Dearborn has published the names of the of- 
ficers who c^mpoAfd the court in:\rtial. with his father at the 
head, aa president. It required iwu-lfiirds (iiily of the mem- 
beri, to pronounce the senlence. It is vcrv certain, that it wa» 
not unanitDouii, as it is said twu-lhirds nf the members agreed 
to if. Had it been unanimous, it would hnvc been so stated. 
It must be evident, tlial a part of the court were opposed to il. 
I shoulil be happy indeed, wer<> it in my power, to, designate 
the characters, who were only iuSuenced, by disinterested and 
honourable motives. 

I have stated the reasons why I ili<I not object to the pvesi- 
(lent or any of the members of this court martial. I had been 
much mora than a year, a prisoner in arrest, was conscious rif 
haiin* faithfully done my duty, and in my official communica- 
tion to the government, reiiuested an investigation of my con- 
duct It had been delayed in an unprecedented manuer, dur> 
ing this long time, and 1 believed, had I made objir tlons to ths 
I president or any members of (he court, it would have cause4 
S further deUy. Besides, must of ll^c membei's of the court were 
r.iiigers to me; men. whj)m I never before had seen, and 
whose names I had never heard, excepliiii; General DearburOt 
■Genorni Bloomfield. Colonel Fenwick, Colonel Uuusc, and 
liieuienant Colonel Conner. 

Ry examining the list, published by yiranft General Dearborn 
you will perceive, the other membertt belonged to new raised regi- 
ments which did not exist, during the campaign of 18!S. Thfff 
^- nere appointed to re^imenia numbered from thirty 'two toforty- 
^k two. They had no military rank at that time. 
^V It is well known, that afiicer^ were selecled lo form Uiese &d- 
^K -dittonal regiments, from tlie most violent partlzans of <hif ad- 
^K iniiiisiratiiin, and this sU'ne was a Mifljcirn' qualif^caliuii. <^ 
^V teen of this description constititted a majoritr of the aWt. 

^L 
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lliey were pledged to any ineaftures, which the adroinisfratittiii 
my pruseculors, wUlied. With respect to General Dearborn, 
Hie president, the deep interest which he had in the issue of 
the trial, has bei'n presented to you. 

General DIoDmfit'lil was a meritorious uBicer of Uie revolu- 
tion, and served with credit to himself. He was ao amiable 
and much respected citizen at the termination of the revolution- 
ary war, and I believe ret^ned the esteem of society to the 
close of his life. He is now numbered among the dead, with 
many others, his compatriots in arms — and in the presence of 
that Judge, who examines the motives as well as tlie actions of 
mi'n — and before whose tribuu.il wc must &I1 appear. — May he 



Colonel Fenwick and Colonel House, I have ever believed were 
governed by the purest and most honourable motlvesi and were 
under no other influence, than a aeuse of duty. Under tlds in- 
fluence, whatever may have been their opinions, I shall ever re- 
spect tliem as honourable men. Lieutenant Colonel Conner 
received his commission about the tJme that General Dearborn 
was appointed the first Major GeneiaU It was obtained by his 
patronage. He was in his family, and one of his aids de camp. 
Biit u abort time before the court luarlial was ordered he was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel by die same patron- 
age, and selected as a member of the court for my trial. To 
the president of the court marlial. he owed botli his firat ap- 
l>oiutmen(, and Ids sudden promotions. 

Any comments from , appear unnecessary. 

When you consider, that the court martial was composed of 
a majority of oflicefs selected from the additional regiments, 
not in service until after the campaign of I8IS, and when you 
reflect on the conditions on whicli officers were appointed at 
that time, that they must be jealous supporters of every meas- 
ure of the administration and subservient to the wishes of its 
officers and of its commaniling General, as an indispensable 
qualification lo promotion, and how deeply interested that ad- 
ministration, who became my prosecutors, were, in fixing the 
disasters 'if tlie campaign on me, 1 ain persuaded you cannot 
be at a loss lo declare tiie 'i. ii.. which prompted tlie sentence 
of two thirds of u court martiiil. thus selected and thus uigan- 
ijcd. When you futUier consider) that this cuurt martial re- 
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eeived the opinions of witnesses on 
who never had Any military experi 
from the evidence now presented, you 
deeply interested in my condemnalio] 
that little or no credit ought to be ^ 
From the sentence of such a court mat 
formed on testimony like this — I have 
tribunal on earlh. whose decision I am 
ed on impartial justice, in answer to my animadversions on 
tlie proceedings of the court martial and the evidence I have 
produced, to show the deep interest which the president and 
aome uf the members had in the issue of the trial, and the mo- 
tives which must have influenced, nearly the whole of them, he 
lias extracted from my defence an observation which I then 
made, expressive of my confidence in that court martial. As 
this is his last efiort and seems to be his dernier reaortt in de- 
fence of his father, it becomes necessary to furnish its true ex- 
planation- % an eiamination of the extract, it will be seen, 
titat it is qualified by this remark, 'that there has been some 
departure from accustomed forms.' Nothing is more evident, 
for the just construction of a sentence, than that (he whole of it 
ought to be taken into one view, with the circumstances under 
which it is made. Having slated the manner in which I lost 
all my papers which related to the campaign, it is well known, 
that 1 liad no documents at my trial, excepting such copies 
from the records of the govermneDt as my prosecutors thought 
proper to furniah. In my repeated applications to the govern- 
ment, I requested to be furnished with copies of all Ihe docu* 
meots which had any relation to the campaign. None were furn- 
ished, excepting such as it was thought would operate most strong- 
ly against me. In my defence, it may be seen, in wliat manner I 
applied for particular documents, which I shewed were deposit- 
ed in the War OIGce, and the reasons which were oKered, why 
they were not furnished. The letters from the Secretary of 
War to General Dearborn, containing the orders to him to co- 
operate with me, his letters to the Secretary and all the letters 
relating to the armistice were withheld, and I was consequnntly 
deprived of the use of their contents. All 1 then knew, was 
tliatsuch arrangements had been made, but on what principles, 
by whose authority, and for what reasous, were unknown to mf. 
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cnUry of War, Ihat he had nu eipectaliuii liia govcniiueiit 
would cnnaent to it 

Gi'Heral Dtarbnm liail formed the plan of the cHinpai^n. nnd 
welt knew the time and manner in which tlie invasion of Upper 
Canada had been made by the, troops under iiij roinmand. He 
Itlitrwise knew the pnigrfss 1 hud made in the execution of Lit 
own plan, and the manner in which the uperations on the De- 
troit river had been approved by the President.— Having him- 
self nej^lected to make preparations at Niagara, and being hard 
pressed by the President to order hia troops lo attack the ene^ 
ray's pasta, and co-opeiate with mc ; wiiat does he say r I ask 
you tn look at hia letter of the 28th of July, to the Secretary of 
"War, recited by the son in defence of his father r You will 
find, he appeared to be in a stale of amazement, and the first 
sentence of it is, " ff'ho is lo commimti tlit opera/ionn in C'/^er 
Canada?" This was a critical criais. Hy tlie poaitive torn* 
namU he had recei'ed, he must have oi-dered the troops at Ni- 
agara to have invaded Upper Canada, and co-operated with my 
forces, or made some arrangement, for an excuse, lor not obey- 
ing these positive commands In this situation, to prevent the 
pussibilitv of c<wperatinn and alfurding me any ussislanLe. what 
did he do ? In a few dnys after he agreed to the armii'tiee, in 
which he pledged himself, that the troops he commanded, 
should not make the invasion, and shoidd not cn-opernte with 
my forces. Under these facts, the motives by which he was in- 
tlu^nced, I do think must be too plain to be misunderstood ; es- 
pecially when considerid in connection with his conduct as 
president of the court martial by which I was tried. 

It must be satisfactory evidence, that his measures were re- 
gulated by what he believed to be his own private interest, 
whatever might tie the sacrifice, reftardleos of the public goud- 
Ry the arrangements he had made, and afterwards by the pro- 
ceedings of the court mnrliul. of which he was president, he be- 
lieved that he had xiipporf-d himself oti my ruins; that by this 
measure, be had disqualified himself fram renderiiig me any 
assistance and had left all the forces in Canada in a situation to 
march against me. 

My ohjeet. you will perceive, is to furnish you wilh evidence 
which will teniove nil doubts from yvut mind-.. %ith nspert to 
tbe motives ut his conduct in relation tome; from the view I 
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liave xireadj takes of the subject I may now ask you, with pro- 
priety, whether he did not consider any moans justifiable which 
would have a tendency to accomplish the end. Our actions are 
influenced by our dispositions; any other part of his conduct 
therefore, which will show the disposition of his heart, will not 
be cousidered as irrelevant to the present subject His account 
of the battle of Bunker Hill was written and published in the 
year 1818. His object in writing and publishing this account^ 
must be evident His conduct during the war, in which he 
was nominally considered as the first General, had lowered him 
to a scale of degradation, which was mortifying to his own van- 
ity and pride. The principal achievements which he perform- 
ed during his command, were the armistice which occasioned 
tlie disasters of my army ; his services as president of the court 
martial for my destruction ; and his expedition against York, in 
Upper Canada, where he remained in his vessel on the lake be- 
yond the range of cannon shot, whence he viewed the gal- 
lant and unfortunate General Pike, land his troops, ascend the 
bank, take possession of the town, and perish with many of his 
brave troops, by the explosion of a magazine of powder, pre- 
pared for the purpose. Aifler this explosion he landed in safe- 
ty, and obtained a scalp, which he preserved as a trophy of vic- 
tory. For these exploits he was retained in service, with his 
rank and emoluments, until peace was established ; but in the 
degraded situation of seeing junior Generals appointed to all 
the important commands. Not having performed a single act, 
while commanding General, which entitled him in your estima- 
tion to the station he had held, or to the least distinction in so- 
ciety ; he remembered, that he was in the battle of Bunker Hill, 
and that you were disposed to give great credit to those who 
acted a part on that important and memorable occasion. 

His account of the battle was forty-three years after the event 
took place, and essentially different from any other which be- 
fore had been published. He says, that General Ward, the 
commander in chief of the American army, took no interest or 
part in the transactions of the day ; and that General Putnam, 
who was the senior officer on Bunker Hill, behaved like a 
'* coward," and was entitled to no credit for his conduct ; that 
nothing saved him from trial and censure but his extraordinary 
popularity, and it was afterwards thought mysterious why Col- 

20 
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onel Gerrish waa made the "scape goat." Tlie circurostaoeei 
of lliia battle arc an importaQL part of jaur history, anil !t is de- 
sirable, indeed, tliat tjie facts relating to it should be handed 
down to posteritj as thej existed, in truth. It is evidi>nt that 
bis ol^ect in publishing thiti account was to influence you to be- 
lieve that General Putnam was a coward, and persunde jou to 
give himself a great share in the glory. Hereafter this subject 
will be more fully considered. 

I will now return to the considerations more Immediately 
connected with the subject of the campaign of 1812, 

The letters publi^ihcd in the volume, to which I have refer- 
red, from the iiritish goveinrocnt to Sir George Prcvost. and 
hi« letters to General Rrock, distinctly show the views of that 
government, wilh respect to the war, which Congress had de- 
clared. 

Tlie instructions to the British commander in Canada were 
to act on the defensive. — In these instructions it was stated that 
the great intereiits io Europe, required all the strength and re- 
sources of the British nation. Under these circumstances, no 
measure would have been so favourable for the defence of Can- 
ada as delay; nothing could have operated sn effectually to 
have produced delay, as an armistice. Its advantage to our 
-enemy are forcibly pointed out in the volume to which I have 
referred. 

Our sitaation was totally different — to u» it was a favourable 
moment for active offensive nperatluns. To both belligerents 
it could not have been favourable. The acknowledgment by 
the British commander that it was most advantageous to him, is 
certainly good evidence that it must have been injurious to u». 
His advantages were our losses. 

In must be obvious that delay must be Mlvantageons to ati 
army whose object is defensive operations ; and injurious to one 
acting on tlie contrary system. Had the armistice b^engenerat, 
vonsidering the objects nf the war, and the circumstances of the 
armies, it would have given advantages to the enemy, and been 
injurious to us.— Under the prntial circumstances it was agieed 
to, (a part of our army not being included in it,) no measure 
could have been more fatal. The terms of it were such, as ren- 
dered all the British posts from Quebe6 (o lake Erie perfectly 
safe, during its continuance. It is perfectly understwd, (hat 
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die forces I coiamandeil tjn the Detroit river litui a« participft- 
tion in it i and it b now proved b^ the letters of Sir George 
PrevoBt, to General Brack, that there were nu provisions con- 
tained ia it, which prevented the British comraander from sead- 
ing troops, warlike storu, and supplies ufever^ kind, to re-en- 
force and assist the army operating ngniiiBt me. 

This fact is so important, fellow citizens, that 1 must ask 
you (o permit me to repeat the evidence of it contained in Sir 
Oeor^ Prevost'a letter to General Brock. Speaking of tiis in- 
structions, and of the defensive syBtem, he gave, "I have en- 
deavoured to be iiistruntental in accomplishing the views of mv 
government i but I comidcr it most fortunate to have been ena- 
bled lo do to, without inier/eriug with your operutions on Iht 
Detroit. — / liove sent yoii, «joi, money, and stores of every *tnrf.'' 
— Thus jrou have before jou, the evidence, not only that Sir 
George Prevost conoidered himself BUlljorized. notwithstanding 
the armistice, to send re-cnforceinents and supplies of every 
kind (o General Brock, (ml that he actually did tend them lo him 
at the limFf and during its continuance. 

You likewise have before jou, fellow citizens, the letter of 
General Dearborn to the Secretary of War, written a few days 
before he made Ui« armistice; and his letter to General Van 
Renaselaer, during its continuance, giving inforntation that 
troops had been sent from Niagara to re-^nforce the garribou at 
Maiden; and aUo the letter of Colonel C'asa, to prove, lliut 
about the lUth of August four hundred regular Iroopa had act- 
ually arrived at Maiden as a te-cnforccmetit. You likewiae 
now have the additional proof of Sir George Prevost's letter to 
General Brock, that it was most fortunate that his defensive 
system liad not interfered with his (General Brock's) operations 
at Detroit, and stating that he had sent hini froopB, money, and 
supplies of every kind, during the continuance of the armistice. 
On the other liaiid you have the naked round assertion of the 
■on uf General Dearborn, that no troops were sent at that lime, 
as re-enforcements Lo that place. If the letters uf his fntiier 
and the British commander ar<i to be believed, his assertion can- 
not be true. It might be some consolation if he could plead 
ignorance. That is impossible, because in the eame paper in 
which be made the asurtion that no troops ivere scitt from Nia- 
gara t* re-«a£i}rco the army at Maiden, he published his jathei'' 



J 



fefiVrs fo *he Secretary of Wat, sod Genen! Van Renssrfanv 
giving them the information, and >dvistng Gencrol Van Renwc- 
laer (o be prepared to talce advantage of the reduced Mtuntion 
of (he enemy at Niagara, when the armistice should be over. 

Thus he manifcgfed his wishes by farniohing evidence which 
proved his asHcrtiona to be false ; and something fitill worse, by 
making an assertion, which hy the evidence in his possession 
he knew was not true — it therefore mast be considerctl as a 
wilful misrepresentation. 

I make use of DO epithets, or abnsive Ungnage, In excite* 
prejudice a^aicBt himj I state facts, and produce the evidence 
ofthuir truth ; 1 only aslt vou to make such inferences, as muet 
□nturally follow from the facts, and to give him such a charac- 
ter, and !iich a name as he deserves. No ! I will not erea asL 
this ! Unfortunate man ! My only request is, that you would 
pity anil forgiTe him ! — " Honour your father" in the command 
of God. Obedience to (his commi^nd, he says, has been the 
most painful act of his life. He must remember it was his own 
act, and however painful, it was caused by his own weakness 
and passions. It is hoped, it will be a useful lesson to bim in 
future life, and teach him the importance of regulating his con- 
duct, by reason and tnith. Having asked your forgiveness for 
biro, I freely offer him mine, because I believe he was so ex- 
cited by passions tliat "he knew not what he did." 

Had he come forward in an honourable maimer, and attempt- 
ed to have proved, by evidence and fair argument, that hit 
father had no interest in the event of my tri.tl, and that the pro- 
ceedings against me were just, I should have met him only with 
the same weapons of evidence, and of argument. But since he 
has adopted a diBercnt course, pjid has grounded his defence on 
the proceedings of a court martial, ovsr which his interagtcd 
father presided, and on those proceedings alone, without any 
other evidence, has endeavoured to calumniate and continue 
your prejudices against me, 1 feel myself juelified, and I have 
the pleasure to believe you will be of the opinion, tliat I am jus- 
ti6ed, in the few personal remarks, wliich I have here made. 

From the proceedings of that court martial I have now 
appealed, to a fair, independent, and impai-tial tribunal. 

My right to this appeal, is founded on the principles of oar 
Ifovemment. Voit are the fountain ef all power, and the s 
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whence all autboritjr flows. It follows of course, that your ju- 
risdiction is above all tribunals which you have instituted. 1 
well know the difficulty which attends an individual, in making 
his case known to so numerous a body. I have stated it in as 
plain, and simple n manner, as it was possible, that it might b« 
understood by all. It has been published* with great disinter- 
estedness in many, very many of our newspapers, and as far aa 
my knowledge extends, has been read not only without preju- 
dice, but with great candour, and a sincere desire to obtain the 
truth. 

If from a want of evidence before the court martial, or from 
any other cause, you should now be satisfied that the proceed- 
ings against me, were unjust, your opinion will afford happi- 
ness to the few remaining days of my life, which no language 
can express. If, on the contrary, from the difficulty of spread- 
ing the truth before you, I should not be able, to convince you, 
that I acted faithfully, and that my conduct was influenced by 
a sense of duty, I shall still respect your opinion, and shall 
only have the same consolation, until my death, which has been 
my support since the events happened. A consciousness of the 
purity of motives^ and a bditfj that my conduct j as circumitaneiM 
wtrtf was the most correct. 

I am, with the highest respect, 

Your injured fellow citizen, 

WILLIAM HULL. 

Newton^ October 12/A, 1824. 
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' THE tlEVOLUTIOtJART SEKVICES OF THE 
r TBI FORBGOlnG MEMOinB. 



Fellow Cilizen.\ 

Aa many of you are straDtters to the early efforta of my mili- 
tary lifo, njul as attempts have been made in the latter part of 
it, to represent me as iinwortliy of your conSdence, I cannot 
Iwt hope, that a general outline of luy histury (as a soldier of 
th« revolution) will be received with the same candour, that has 
marked your attention in the elimination of the foregoing me- 
moirs. No other consideration, but the injustice I have eiper- 
ieaced, could have induced me to have presented it to you. 

In the year 177B, at the age of twenty-two, 1 eichanged the 
profession of law, f«r that uf arms. I enlisted a company of 
infantry, which became attached to a regiment in the State of 
Connecticut, commanded by Colonel Charles Webb. This 
regiment marched to Cambridge, soon after General Washing- 
ton took command of the army it that place. In this station it 
remained, until March 1776. when the British army evacuated 
Boaton. The prinicpal part of the army immediately after this 
event, marched from Boston to New Vork. The above regi- 
ment was stationed on Long Island) until Sir W'illiam Howe 
landed, and after the operations on that Island, retreated with 
the other forcss to New York. 

It was likewise with General Washington's army, on its re- 
treat from Vork Island, to the White Plains. The British Gen- 
eral crossed the east river from Long Island, with the principal 
part of his army, and landed on Frog'a Keck, from wkich place 
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b« inarched agaiMt AenerJtl Washinglxin. — The position tite 
Americaa army had tdken was on the heights, a small ilistance 
back of ihe White Plains ; and a diviaion of this army was post- 
ed on Chatterdon'3 hill, about a mile in Us front Colonel 
Webb's regiment formed a part of tliU divison. It was attack- 
ed by the whole force of the British army, and was obliged to 
give way, after sustaining an obstinate and severe cunflict, and 
the enemy became possesseil of this ground. In this action, I 
received a slight wound by a musket ball. The strength of the 
two armies was now formed within a mile of each niitor, and it 
was believed, that a general battle the neit day was only pre- 
vented by a heavy storm of rain. Id the night after this storm. 
Sir William Howe left Chatterdon'a hill, and moved tu York 
islanil, where he attacked and carried fort Washii^on, with the 
loss on our part of killed, wounded and prisoners, (of about 
tliree thousuiid men. 

After these events, General Washington crossed the Hudson, 
with a part of his army, to oppose the progress of the British 
army in New Jersey. His force however was inadequate to (he 
object, and he was compirlled to retreat to the banks of the Del- 
aware, cross that river, anil lake a position in Pennsylvania. 

In December, 17^76, Colonel Webb's regiment, con>posed a 
part of the division of the army, which was ordered to march 
from the Hudson, through New Jersey, to re-enforce General 
Washington. — During the inarch, on the right flunk of the ene- 
my, General I>ee, who commanded the division, was made 
prisoner. 

A few days after the junction of tJiJj division with die main 
army, the entcrpriz-e against the enemy's post at Trenton, and 
his other stations on Ihe right bank of the Ddnware, was pro- 
jected. This division thus united to the army, under General 
Washington, aided in the successful [attack on Trenton, tlie 
night of thn 2Sth of December, 1776, in which a complete vic- 
tory was obtained. On the 1st day of January, 1777, the term 
ef service, for which the army engaged, had expired. General 
Washington made an address to the men, in which he acknow- 
ledged their right, to return lu their homes, and thanked them 
for the faithful services they had performed. He reminded 
them of the victory which had recently been obtained by their 
valour, and invited itiero to remain six weeks longer in service. 
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During tbis time he expected his arm; would be re-en(<trced, ' 
and GX[>resiied a. hope to lend them to new victonen. After , 
re&ding and explaining this address to mj company, which cod' y 
aisled ol* aiiiy men, every ooe engaged to remain the time, ■ 
which was requested. 

The last day of December, the strength of (he British army 
marched against him at Trenton, and being ^eatly supemur to 
his array in numbers, on the night of the 1st of January, 1777, 
undiscovered by the enemy, and only separated by a small 
creek, he abandoned his camp, and marched to PrincetowD, 
where he obtained another victory no less important, tlian the 
one at 'I'rentou. 

At this time General Wathlngton had received an authority 
from Congress, to re organize the army, and make promotions. 
I wu a young Captain, and not entitled to promutiuu by regular 
succession. By a letter from him to General Heath, which has 
Utely been published, it will appear that he gave mc the ap- 
pointment of a Major in the Masiachusetts' line, in consequence 
of my conduct, in these two battles. After these events, the 
beginning of January, the army marched to Murristown, in 
New Jersey, for its winter quarter!). 

From tills post. I wai ordered, to join t]i« regiment to which 
I was attached, then recruiting in Boston. As faat as the men 
were enlisted, they were ordered to Springfield on Connecticut 
river, and when about ihree hundred had rendezvoused at that 
place, 1 was directed to lake the command of them, and march 
them to Tyronderoga, in (he month of April, 1'"'- Micliael 
Jackson, who was the Colonel of the regiment, and had been 
wounded in an attack on Monlrasuer'N Island, near Sew Vork, 
the year before, had not recovered of his wounds, and the late 
Governour Brooks who was the Lieutenant Colonel, remained 
in Boston, to superintend the recruiting of the residue of the 
regiment 

General St. Clair commanded at Ticonderoga on roy arrival, 
the latter part of April. — My station, with the command of this 
regiment, was at the old French lines, which hud been repaired 
the year before. After the arrival of General Burgoyne's army 
these lines were several times alfocked, and the assailants as 
•ften repulsed. In the retreat of the army from tliis post, 
through die woods of Vermontt I continued to command tha 
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regiment, and after a f&tiguing march, a junctisn naa formed 
with General Schuyler's army, on tlie Hudsoo, a little below 
fort Edward. 

As General Bnrgoync advanced from lake Chainplain, Gen- 
eral Schuyler retreated, and croeaed to Die west bank of tlie 
Hudson. The army in its retreat halted at Sarratoga, and in 
the evening three hundred men, under my cnmniand, were post- 
ed two miles above, un the bank of the river, as a rear guard. 
Ib the night a large body of General Burgoyue'a army, with the 
savages attached to it, crossed to the wf si bank of the river, 
made a circuitous march, and at day light in the morning ap- 
peared in the front, :tiid on the left flank uf tho guard, my right 
beine; extended to the river. In this situation, the enemy com- 
mervced the attack, both in my front, and on the left flank, 
which wan resisted, and the ground maintained, until perceiv- 
ing they were greatly superiour to me in numbers, and were 
pressing around my left flank, and gaining my rear, I ordered a 
retreat, nhich was continued abiiut a mile, under a heavy fire of 
regulars and savages. Observing an advantageous height of 
ground, tlie detachment was formed, and held their positioU) 
although hardly pressed, until a strong re -enforcement arrived, 
for my support ; the whole body then advanced and compelled 
the assailants to retreat in Iheir turn. In this rencounter, our 
loss was forty men and three oflicera. killed and wounded. — 
Although, in the first instance, I was obliged to retreat, yet I 
received the full approbation and thanks of General Schuyler, 
in public orders, for my conduct. At this time Lieutenant Col- 
onel Brooks liad arrived at Albany with the remainder of the 
regiment, and was marching up the Mowhawk, with a detach- 
ment ordered for the relief of fort Stanwi:(, which wag in- 
vested, by a detachment of the British army, and savages. I 
was ordered to join him with the part of the i-egiment 1 had com- 
manded during the campaign, and the junction was made ut the 
German Flats, which was then the extent of our settlements. 
The gallant defence of that fort, with the circumstances of the 
aiejie, and the manner in which it was relieved, are fully re- 
corded in history. After the siege was raised and the besiegers 
compelled to retreat to Canada, the detachment returned, and 
joined the army on the Hudson, at the entrance of the Mohawk, 
into that rirer. 
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Genernl Gated liad now been appAinted to tlie chief command 
ia the northern dL-purtmetit, ant) immediately urdt-red [he nrmy 
to advunce on lh« enemy. He took a position, and Formed hii 
campi on Bhemis' heights, about eight milea betiiw SarratogS) 
where his fortifit^ationa were erected, with the right extending 
to the Hudaon. General Btirgoyne, cmssed the river at fort 
Edward, and established his camp, and fiirlificatintis, abuvet 
leaving a space nf ahout two mile», between the two armies. — 
The two meiaorable battles, which were fmight on lliis gniund 
bj" these two armies, on the 19th of September, and the 7th of 
October, previously to the surrender of General Bur^oyne, are 
■ho described in the history of the revolutionary war. The 
action nf the I9tli of September, commenced between Colonel 
Morgan's riflemen and an advanced corps from the right of 
General Rargoyne's encampment, directed towards the left of 
General Gaiu's position. It was about one oVInck in the after- 
noon- A very sliort interval succeeded, when Murgiu)':^ corps 
was re-eoforced by General Poor's brigade from New Hamp- 
(hire. and at the same time, with a detachment of three hun- 
dred volunteers, from the Masx^chu^etts* brigade, to which I 
belonged, and the command of which was assigned to me. The 
action wa^ nbilinate, and severe, and was only inlerrupted by 
the dusk of the evening. General Rurgoyne claimed the victor 
ry, because his troops lay on the field of buttle ; our troops mor« 
desirous of comfort, thao of etiquette, retired, in the du^k of 
the evening to their tents, to prepare for combat the nest dayi 
if called again into the field. By the return, it appeared, th(t 
one hnndred and fifty of the three hundred under my commaup. 
were killed and wounded. / 

On ihe 7th of October. 1 likewise commanded another detach- 
ment from the tn-igade. of about three hundred men, which be- 
fore the action commenced, was ordered to the left of our posi- 
tion, to observe ilie movements of the enetny, give infortnatioa, 
and check .toy gmall parties, which might be advancing. It 
waa discovered in the afternoon, that t]ie strength of the lt^itish 
umy was moving to occupy elevated ground on the left of our 
encampment. 

Colonel Morgan's riflemen, with a corps of light infantry, un- 
der the command of Major Dearborn and (he principal part of 
the left wing of Iha army, was ordered to attack ihem. When 
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these re-enforcements arrived on the ground where I was posted, 
I joined Colonel Weston^s regiment with the detachment I 
commanded, and after a severe conflict, General Burgoyne was 
compelled to retreat to his lines, where he was followed, and 
the daj was closed by atorming his entrenchments, and entire 
possession was gained of the right of his position, and encamp- 
ment This victory, and the obstinate battle of the 19th of 
September, with our success at fort Stanwix, and Bennington, 
on his right and left wing, decided the fate of his army. After 
the surrender, the regiment to which I belonged, with other de- 
tachments from General Gates' was ordered to re enforce Gene- 
ral Washington's army, then at White Marsh, between the 
Delaware and Schuylkill, in Pennsylvania,— after this junction 
the British army marched out of Philadelphia, reconnoitred, and 
viewed every part of General Washington's position, and it was 
fully expected a general battle would have been fought, between 
the two armies, on this occasion. Sir William Howe could have 
' had no other motive in advancing from Philadelphia; and Gen- 
eral Washington had taken a strong position, and there is no 
doubt, but it was his intention, to have defended it. He had 
now with him the strength of General Gates' successful armj, 
and the army he had commanded during the campaign. The 
one would have been animated with a desire to have maintained 
the character it had acquired, and the other to have proved, 
that it had deserved equal success. The fields between the 
two armies, were suitable for military operations, and the 
strength of both was collected in compact bodies. 

The British commander, declining the combat^ probably pre- 
vented a more general battle than was fought during the war of 
the revolution. The British army would have been ambitious 
to have retrieved the misfortunes at the north, and the American 
army, now united under the standard of its beloved Washing- 
ton, would have exerted all its energies to have added to the 
glory, which had been acquired at Saratoga 

After the retreat of the British army to Philadelphia, General 
Washington marched his army to the west bank of the Schuyl- 
kill, about twenty miles from Philadelphia, in the month of De- 
cember, where huts were built for winter quarters, with mate- 
rials taken immediately from the forest, and constructed bj the 
troops, without any assistance from mechanics. Here^ after 
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the toiU-cf the campaign, the nnny suSered every distreas, whicli 
the want nf necessary food, comfortable clothing, and conie- 
quent disease could occaeioD. In this situation it remained, 
nntil the British army CTacuated Phi1adel|ihia, and commenced 
its march througli N«w Jersey to New Vorlc. by llie way of 
Amboy. Ai soon aa information vaH received of this move- 
ment. General Washington crossed the Scliuylkill, and march- 
ed on the rear of the enemy. At Monmouth, the British army 
WOB overtaken, and a baitle ensued, honourable to (lie Ameri- 
can arms. In tins battle, I commanded the Bth Massachusetts' 
regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Brooks acting on tlie stall' as Ad- 
jutant General to the advanced corps, under the command of 
General Lee. After this battle, the army retired to the Hud- 
son, and the following winter, was stationed at West Point, 
and in the high lands. 

During the ivinter, the cummand of the troops, on (he ad- 
vanced lines of the army, near York Island, was assigned to 
mc The objects of the command were, to observe the move- 
ments of Die enemy, check any small parties advancing into the 
country, and aSord protection to the inhabitants of that part of the 
state of New York, and the west part of the state of Connecti- 
cut. The line of defence extended from the nnrlh riv«r to the 
White Plains, and from thence to the east river or sound, a 
distance of about ten miles. 

This position was about twenty-five miles from any other 
part of the American army, and not more than ten miles from 
the enemy, on York Uland. My command consisted of about 
four hundred men, and the duty was so eerere, tliat all the offi- 
cers and men, were relieved every fortnight. I however re- 
mained, at the request of General Washington, from November 
until May ; during this time, mauy attempts were made by the 
enemy to surprize my g;uBnls, but without success. All my 
rest and sleep were taken by day, and my nights were devoted 
to incessant duty. In this exposed situation) for five mouths, 
within three hours' march of the whole British army, no part of 
my troops was ever surprized, although many attempts were 
made for the purpose, and many successful euterprizes were 
made against the enemy's ou (-posts. 

In May, 17T9, when the British army advanced up the north 
river, to take pusseastffii of Stoney and Verplank's points, 1 via 
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krdered (o retire from the lines, and join the amij at West 
Point. This corps, composed of light inf&ntiy, was coutinned 
under my command, and was ordered to take a position on the 
highest ground, in the rear of the fortifications st that place 
and which overlooked all tliat had been constructed between it 
and the river. Here a new fort was erected, by this corps. 
General Wayne, at this time, commanded the light iDHintry of 
the array, and his station was on the west banlc of the Hudson, 
about three miles below West Point, near fort Montgomery. 
I'he British commander having erected fortifications on both 
sides of the Hudson, about fourteen miles below West Point, 
at Stoney Point and Verplank's point, and, leaving about a 
thousand men at each of tliosu posts, returned to New York 
with the main body of his army, and formed a predatory espe- 
ditton against the towns in Connecticut, which bordered on the 
sea shore. His object undoubtedly was, to draw General Wash- 
ington from ilia strong holds, on the Hndaon, and before he 
could return for their defence, ascend the Hudson, and possess 
himself of West Point, and tlie positions in tlie high lands. 
Under these circumstances, it became necessary, for General 
Washington to adopt some measures, to check the desolation 
making on the sea-board. 

Not thinking it safe to march his army from the Hudson, he 
projected an enterpri/e against Stoney and Verplank's Point. 
The execution of tlie one against Stoney Point was committed 
to General Wayne ; I was ordered with the corps 1 command- 
ed to leave the heights ! had fortified, and join him at Sandy 
Beach, near fort Montgomery. Before we marched, two com- 
panies of light infantry, from North Carolina, under the com- 
mand of Major Murphy, were ordered to join my corps, and 
being the senior officer, my command now consisted of seven 
companies. The whole body of li[;ht infantry, being thus or- 
ganized under the command of General Wayne, consisting of 
less than two tliousand men, commenced its march over the 
mountains, and halted the beginning of the evening, about a 
mile and an half from Stoney Point. 

Here the orders were, for the first time, communicated. — 
At twelve o'clock at night, the attack was made, with unloaded 
arms, and with the bayonet alone. Some historians of the rev- 
nlution have considered that the British garrison was surprized. 
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This is not (he Tact ; as we atlvanccil. the cenfioelfl fired on us 
half a mile froro ihe fort, and when we furceil the barriers, and 
entered the furt, every British soldier was in full uDifornii with 
hifl arms in his hands. Histiiry has pointed out all the trans- 
actions relaliui; to this successful enlerprixe. 

In c(inEe(|uence of letters from Gcnerul Washington to Gene- 
ral Heath, and from General Washington to the legislature of 
Massachusetts, after the enterprize against Stonej Point, 1 was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel ; — promotioos at 
that period, being madtt by the legialatares of the states. 

When tlie army retired to winter quarters, in IT'S, Ihe paper 
money, in which the officers and soldiers had been paid, had 
depreciated to such a degree, that justice and expediency re- 
quired that some measures should be adopted for their relief. 
General Washinglon approved and ronsented lu an arraniic- 
ment, of sending commissioners, to the different stales, to repre- 
sent tJie case to the legislatures, and solicit relief.— To this duty 
I was appointed, by the officers of the Massachusetts' line, and 
this was my first absence from military duty, since I hud joined 
the army in 1175. 

In December, 1780, and January, 1781, mutinies had been 
excited in llie Pennsylvania and Jersey lines of the army, from 
causes, which here it is unnecessary to mention, and it was feared 
the excitement would extend to the other parts of the army. 
General Washington was desirous of making some oRcnsive 
operations against tlie enemy, lo show to his country, and the 
British commander, that his whole army was not infected with 
this mutinous spirit For this purpose he ordered a detachment 
to march against the mutineers inlo New Jersey, and aunthei' 
detachment to attack ihe enemy's post at Morrisania. The 
command of (he latter detachment was assigned to me— Mor- 
rissania was so insulated, that General Washington considered 
that success was very doubtful; but under the circumstances 
which existed, as appears in his letter on tlie subject to General 
Heath, he thought it expedient to make the attempt The re- 
sult, however, was favourable to the American arms, as com- 
plete success attended the enterprize. 

In the summer of 17C3, after preliminary articles of peace 
were settled, and a cessation of hostilities had taken place, the 
American army remained at West Point, and in the highlands 





in ifBTieiglibourhood anO a corps of light inrtntrjr was form 
and statiuDpd very near tliF Rrilish [luats at Kiti;rsbri<!ge. the 
command of which wus assigned tu me. Here I remnmed until 
the BritiHh nrniy was ready to evaeuale New York. At that 
time General Washington with many uf the principal officers 
of tlie arroj. attended likewise by the Govemuur, and a number 
of the civil officers of the Stale were escorted into the city by 
the corps 1 commanded ; and commencing at tCingsbridge. as 
the British retired from their posts we advanced and took pos- 
session of them. 

The day General Washington took his final farewell of hit 
brotlicr officers in New York, this corps which I had so long 
commanded, had the honour of escorting him to his barge, and 
paying him the last military salutation he received from that 
army, which had followed his standard tlnough the trying scenes 
of the revolutionary struggle. 

Under the circumstances, which have since taken place, and 
the attempts which have been made, to destroy my military 
character, I have considered it my duty, fellow citizens, to pre- 
sent to you, this general sketch of my revolutionary services. 

In the enterprize against Morrissania, where I commanded, I 
refer you to the letter of General Washington to General Heath, 
which has been lately published, to show his opinion of the haz> 
ard, which attended it, and to his public orders to the army, ex- 
pressing his thanks, for the judicious arrangements, which were 
made, anil the intrppiil manner, in which they were executed. 
Likewise tu the resolution of Congress, with similar expressions 
of approbation. 

For my conduct, in storming Stony Point, I refer you to the 
public orders of General Wayne, General Washington, and the 
resolution of Congress, in which my name will be found aesociat- 
eil, with the officers, who distinguished themselves on that oc- 
casion. 

On all other occasions where I was called into the field of 
danger, I can refer to the letters and orders of General Wash- 
ington, and the other Generals, under whoso immediate com- 
mand I served, for their approbation. 

1 am in tlie possession of tiiese testimonials, and many of 
them are on the records of our country. They will be preserv- 
ed and left with my family, to be made use of hereafter, in such 
manner, as they may think proper. WILLIAM HULL. , 
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«;»»■>. , ,-cmI fbr mitit or vilncsseR, fonly ronr haviiig 
iniuiv liieir ai^aruurp) again rvlin-d. AFtiT several propo- 
jtitioRft for adjournmem, the court at length ttdjouraed lu 
mvcf at 10 o'clotk A. M. on Wednesday, tbe 12tli Janoat? 
at (lie satoe placf. 

Srd day, ffediieaday, isth, January 1811. 

Tbe Court met. pursuant lo BdjoDrnaient — General Hull 
appraredt and propusi'd that Robert Tillotaon, Emj. slioald bs 
admitted as his counacl ; whicli was agreed to. The Jndg^ 
Atlcocnte nekuouledged the receipt of fuftlicr docuEnents 
n-oin the war department; but eould not prooeed in llie trial, 
ns not more llian foiii- witnesses had made flieir appearaiiGii. 
Tlie Court adjourned to meet, at the same place, onTliur^- 
da^ , (he 13th January. 

irlh day, Thursday, 13fft, Jianiinrif 1811. 

The C'onrt met at titc Senate Cltamlicrt pursuant to ad- 
journment. Only Seven witnesses having answered to iheir 
names, the court, after deliberation, rcsolvtid to write lo the 
Secretary at^war for permission to adjourn to sncfa other 
place as llic court might tliink proper, or ibe President might 
prcserihe. as the proceedings were suspended for want of 
utnesses — Adjourned to Monday t7tb January. 

blhday,JiIiniday,i7thJamutry 1811. 

Tbe court met pursuant to adjournment — the charges 
against ihc prisoner were i-ead; (vide Appendix) to >vhleb 
len. Hull pleaded — ^NotGuilly — in the usual form. Itwas 
tlica proposed that C. D. Golden, Esq. slioiild be tlie nddltional 
adforate in behalf of the prisoner, wliieh waS granted by t)ie 
court. I'be witnesses not having yet appeared in sufticient 
number to enable tlie .Ittdge Advocate to proceed iu tbe trial, 
the Goni-t adjoorned, to nie^t in the IIiJl of the Supreme 
court, in the Capitol, at 10 oViock, A. Itl. on M'cdncadAy 
the lEftli January. 
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The C«iirt met pur«u»nt to adjourninent — All (tie 
present. — Gener&l Hull tlelivered (be followini; 

ADDRESS. 

MB- PBESroENT AND KENTLEiff.N OF THE COURT 
Tee court has been pleased (o admit thai 1 have a riglit tu 
One araistuice or «ount»el in in; triaU^Bul it sueiiDj Id bi; 
questioned to wbst e\leul I may avail myself uf that asaisi 
toce — When tbo members of the couM call lo mind die na- 
turr of the charges nhich are made aj^nsl nio, (licy must 
peroeive bow deeply Uic ilcteriuinatiun of this (jueKtion may 
affect me. Among odier Itiings, I am chafgeil with treaHUu. 
The constitution defines this crime to consist in levying war 
against the United Slates, adhering tu their enemies, giving 
(hem aid and comfort. As uf(en as there have been trialB for 
treason uiidei' ibe eonstitulion. ihu moat eminent Lawyers, as 
well on the bench aa at llie hari liave differed in some «pinians 
as to uhat should be considered as evidence of tlic fuels 
which constitute Uiis high crime. 

The greatest talents of our country have been exerted ami 
exhausted in debate on these suhjeets, and can It be suppmcd 
that Ir who am ignurantoflaw as a seicncct who have nu talents 
for argument, sbuiild be able lo discuss before you the testi- 
mony which niny be offered under Ibis charge, in a maoner 
Uiat can do justice to ntysclf, or he satisfactaiy to yon, 

Bui, Mr. President, the decision of this honuurnblc courl 
•n toy present appliealion is notonly highly interesting lo me; 
bnt> as it involves an important eoastilulional question, I can 
not but (liink it deeply conremiii ercry member of the oani- 
niunity — ^Tlie proc-edings off his trihmial uill l>e rememl>ered 
as long as (liere is in existence any history of our ouuntry. 
The rank and ehai-aeler of the honoiirahle members of this 
coort will give a weight and sanction to whatever (hey ntny 
delerminc ; which will he a precedent (bat will hereafter have 
the force of authority Un ihis ground, as well as in regard 
(a my ow)i ease. I am nnsiuu») that the imporlanl point now 
licfore yoa should be deUberatcly and rigblly drteruincd, 



r, ot'tliv court, iti^' counsel were oaUed upon 
.tiey supposed tlicir request lo asgist toe cx- 
^^ ^ iinsweriug tliis <|ii(<aliuni wliich it waii not ex- 

pecfetl would ut tlial tiuic occur, anil spL-nking Iroiu theimprcs' 
sion nl' (hi; moment us to what were llic rules on tliis subject 
l»bo foimil in (he English wriiors on martiHl law, and from 
what (hey believed to have been the pnu'tice in similar cases, 
iny counsel answered tliat they claimed the right to cross 
fuuninc the witnesses fnr the prosecution, to examine m; 
witnesses, and to speuk upon any (luesiions uriaw which ma; 
arise in the course of the trial. 
But, sir, m; counsel upon consideration are conTiiiccd, and 
(b*!; have sHtislied me, that their claim was too limited ; and 
1 now with all possible rcspi-ct, hut with the utmost confi- 
dence in (lie legality and justice of my claim, demand ihat my 
counsel may he permitted to speak for me on all ooca- 
tiions, either in the progi-ess of the cause or in its conclusion. 
^^m 1 am not about to deny (he resjtect which is due lo tlio 

^^fe ^QgUsb writo-s which may be appealed to upon this oceasiou. 
^^B I admit that we may learn from an eaemy. But 1 rest 
(be claim I now make upon much higher authority than 
these writers. I appeal to the constitution of our country ; 
and 1 invoke the spirit of reason, justice, and liberty, which 
lias cast otr from us those chains which were rivcded upon 
the inhabitants of t)ic old world in times of the utmost bar- 
barism, and by which (he writers on the English eriminul law, 
whether civil or military, yet feel themselves bound. Before 
1 explain the grounds upon which 1 now make a claim, which 
I have acknowledged is beyond what (he rules established by 
those writers could admit, I beg leave to ask the altenliou 
of the court, while I examine as well the foundation on which 
these rules rest, as their extent. For upon this tnltvr 
tioint it appeared (o me, from what passt-d ut the last 
session of tlic court, ihat there was some difference of opiii- 
ioB among tlic mcmbei's. Some gentlemen scented to sup- 
pose that my counsel would only have a right to examine 
(he witnesses, others that tliey would have u right alio to 
debate any collateral questions wliich migbl aiise. My ob- 
.Jprt at present is to show that cvcp by the pnctiec ofEnjUih 
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^H DuDrts martial, and the roles ikdopfed by Engi, . ...(•, 
^^m counacl have a right to speak on i;vei7 question (lut the 
^H final one, wlietber the au<!ii»icd be guilty or not. 
^^F I imve said we have none but Kn^^Iish autboritirs on thii 
subject, and this is certainly true ; although a treatise on mar- 
tial law has been publisIiH in this euuntry under a highly 
reupcctable name, yet it will be Tuund that the vurk is a 
mere compilation frnm foreign nriters, and that (he uulbor 
has adopted not only their ideas, but. in most instances, their 
very words, without having for a moment reflected how lUr 
the rules they established were consistent with the rights of 
pcrsonikl security, guaranteed to us by the constifutioa and 
laws of our country; and wbieb, ui our estimation, render our 
condition so far Superior to timt of others of our race. 

I shiill therefore confine myself to the examination of the 
English autliorities, because, when 1 have examined these, I 
■hall have examined all that has been said by our own wri- 
ters on the subject. 

1 must regret, Mr. President, that (he researches of my 
counsel upon this subjeet have necessarily lieeu so canltne<l. 
In tlie situation in which wo are placrd, we could only 
have i-ecoursc to a lew books. 

rM'Arllmr in his treatise on courts martial vol. S. page 
IS, says, " Tt is likewise the practice at courts martial 
to indulge the prisoner with counsel, or at least nmici 
curiiB (or friends of the court) (o sit near bim, and in- 
struct hiui what questions to ask Ihe witness wiih respret 
to matters of Fact before the eourc ; and they nm^ efliiuuil 
to |taper the necessary interrogations which the prisoner may 
give in separate slips to the Judge advocate, who read* 
them (o (he court, and ifapproved, (that is, proper tube put.) 
lie inserts them literally in the niinute^," 

Tytler, states (hat it has been the established usage that 
the aecused arc not to bo allowed lo interfere in the pro- 
•■eeiUngs of a court martial by pleading or argument of auv 
kiml. 

Vo question, tlicse au(hori(le^ would i-«iitine the ollice of 
(.■ouBsel to very narrow limits : and indeed if these arc (he 
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jsed, it would not be absttr«l to itmj Uie 
^t or counsel allogclher ; for, aiogt car- 
- ^-ifercDco loiliis extent would only embturniss 
ami du no possible good. 

But the firM ol* (hrse authors i())fw«ls (o Ibcir own dvil 
courts to warrant IIJ^ pi-actice. And Iti^j' ma; well con- 
■ent (0 do ao, because by tli« laws of England a person Ac- 
cused vf any capital cnmc is not entilled (o be beard b; 
eounsel ; yet in these ^ascs, suyit Blackstone. {* conuDcnta- 
ries 355) •' Tlie Judges never wpuple lo allow a prisoner 
vouDxel tn instruct him what questions to ask, or even to 
ask questions for hiiU) with respect lo matters of fact. For as 
tu matters of taw, says the learned and iiutnane author, 
arising, in the trial, the prisoner h enlilted to the assiMance of 
counsel." "Not only upon the trials ofissucs which do not de- 
pend on the question of guilty or not guilty, (says Judge Fos- 
ter, one of the most learned Judges that ever graced the Em- 
glish beneh,) but upon collateral facts, prisoners under a capi- 
tal charge whether for treuoa or felony, always were entitled 
(0 the full assistance of counsel." But if the pmctiee of the 
English civil laws are to be a rule in this sulijcet, why 
aUuhUI only a part, anil the most rigorouii ptvt of their rules 
be tidupted i why not pcruiit) counsel not mily to examine wit- 
nesses, hut speak upon law points as they may do in the 
English criminal courts. I can uoi, however, Mr. President^ 
uduiitthal the practice of cither the eivUor militai^ courts 
of a Ootcmment, bo dilTerent from ours in every thing which 
i.>) a sceurlty for (lie rights of persona and of civil liberty, are 
HI he a rule for your governmewt. 

Every commentator who has written on this suhjcct has 
hluxlied for Uie absurdity and barbarity oflhereaBoas od 
which this exclusion is fuuudcd. Speaking of this rule, 
Hlaekstotie sayit " It isarulv. wlilch, however it may bcpHlUa- 
litl, seems not ufa piece with the rest of the humane treatment 
•>(' prisoners hy llic English law. For. upon what face of 
ipu«)n tan that assislanec be denied to save (he life of h man. 
which is allowed him in every petty trospasa !"— Christian 
in W* notes in Blaekslone says, •• It is very exlraonliuary 
lUcTtsiiilanw of counsel should he dcuted when it i* wanted 
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to defend Uit^ Jt- \ 

BiliviUiial."— Tliiel_JSw.^ 1 



nwsl — lfa»l is wlien it is WKDtcd 
our and idl the projtertf ofun indi 
jud^- Blackslone un lliis ioliuman rule of the Englis!i IhW* 
have been quoted I>y M' Arthur liiniaelf, nnd are given ns an 
inti-uduutiou lo the rule tvhieli he adopts. Btit. indeed, as if 
ashamed of the rule, and as if even the pracliee nf llio EngU^ili 
courts would nut lie suilicient to sanelion it? he refers us to the 
pravliee uf the Egj'ptians. and cilDs them as an authority foi- 
die rule ; and I think sir, he may well have done so ; for 
pi-ohably (here waslcsg despotiam ant) Itarbarism in ICgypt than 
there nas in England, in (hose tinius when llita rule wan 
adopted, and when a prosecution by the crown was in rtfeet 
a aenteni^e nf dcallit and when the object was to guani 
against every interposition between the aeeuseit and the swuid 
of the King. 

Are we then. 31 r. President) in this eotititry to be governed 
by rules wbieh are derived from suck a soui-vc. and have 
«rigina(ed in such niolires ? Shall wc adopt rules at whieit 
tbo sense, rcnson uud humanity, of all mankind, since the 
eivilizatioa uf the world, have revolted ? 1 ask these ques- 
tions wiUi a confidence that the members of thin honourable 
court when (bey have cunsidercfl them — (and I pray time 
they will take time to consider ibcm) — will ansncrthein in 
ihe negative. 

But, Mr. President, I make a higher appeal upon this oe- 
casion iban to liiaglisb w riters or English practice : I appeal 
In the eonstitulian of our counlr^' ; and if you da not find my 
filaiui sanctioned by the letter of (hat instrument. I am sure 
you will by its spirit, which I know must govern the deliber:i 
(ions and decisions oC this tionaiiral)le court. — By (be amend 
loents (0 the (lonstilution i( is provided (bat in all criminal 
prosecutiuHM, (ho nceuseil shall enjoy (be right 10 have tlio 
assistance of counKci fur his defence. I know well. Sir. (hat. 
if this pii)vi!iion be taken in connection with (he cunli-st, and 
tb« instrument Ik contitrued ueeordinK to the technical ruh"> 
of Uw, it will l>c eonsidercd as applying only to eivil 
prosecutions — Bui, upon IbisoccasioTi, nud In this bonourablL* 
court, I look for a Oispositioii (bat shall trample upon 
professittDftt (juihliiigs. l-'or. by ininiN fhnt nrc nhlti (» 
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.ue influence of (be ■'ays o? Irutli and 
. the; DIB}' be obscured by words and 
il was provided ihat Ibe accused should liav* 
the Iwnnrit oT counsel, how can it be supfwsed tbal it was id- 
li-iidt'd to roiifint; this piovision to accusations itefui-ea oivil ' 
court. Is there any reaaon tbat can apply lo iJie adinission 
of counsel before a civil Iribunal. that docs nut apply to a duU- 
tary court? 1 1 is not tu be supposed (bat (be Jwlges of a 
vivil court arc less learned. Iras honourable, or leas liumanef 
(ban those of any otber (ribuual. It is as much their duty 
to be coumel (br the prisoner, as it is the duly of the Judge 
advocate or of (he nieuibcrs of this coort to discharge that 
vbaritablv office. Can it f ben hare bctm tlie in(ciilion of (he 
eonstltulion ibat counsel should he admitted in the one 
ease and not in the other ? In the passage bcfure quoted, 
.fudge Blackntoiie says, '■ upon wba( face of reason can (bat 
HsttlsfHUce be denied to save the life of man, which ye( is &]• 
lowed liiiii for cv<>ry petty trespnsss?" May I nut ask upon 
what face of reason can that assistance be denied to save 
tlic life of man before a military court, which yet is' allowed 
bin) before every other trihunal ! 

lA-t inc once more beg to (urn (be attention of the court to 
lite English writers, from whom the rule now under consid- 
iii-atiou is derived. I think an ineonsisleuey of (heir reasoning 
Atiil be most manifest. Mr.Tyller in bis treatise, page 221, in 
advocating the propriety of allowing counsel to surest inter' 
rngntork's to (be wi(nes»e5, says, ■' Tliis benetil (Ik court will 
never refuse tu the prisoner : hecause'in dioxe unhappy eircuin- 
' stances, tlie party may eillicruanl ability todo justiee to his 
own cause, or may he deserted by that presence of mind wbieb 
may be necessary to eoiinnand or bring into use such ahili- 
lies an ho may actually possess." I feel, Mr. President, in 
its full fuiTc (be justice of this reasoning. I feel (hut 1 
may want abilifylo do justice to my own cause, and wi(b the 
st^usationa wliicli the accusations now before you excite, it 
may l>e thatl shall be deserted by tbat pretHincc of mind which 
might commandor bring into use what abilities 1 Ituvc. Uut, 
iviiy does not (bis just, suund, and humane reasoning apply to 
^crystaj-e of the proiccutiua as \tcll m to the exatuioatiott 
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Does it require less aUiliUes Sen 
of mind lo argue the tjuesUons wliivb tiiu; be preactileil to 
you : to discuss Tor instance, wliftt amy or nmy not bn (■'un- 
s(in under itic noRstitiition and laws ot* the Uiiitfd Stales ; 
and finally (o arntni^e and sum up the mass ol' te3(ini»n.Vt 
wliicli, from the number of the witoesscs who have been, 
called, it may bf. presumed will be ofTcrod to ^ou, than it 
does (o put questions (o the wilnessv's. 

Another reason assigned, why the Recused Iteiiirc n court 
martial should nut have the full benefit of prulessional aid. 
is that the Judge advocate is Bupponed to be of counsel far 
the prisoner. The judges of tlie American law courts are 
equally bound to counsel those who arc accused before Uieui. 
And yet the aid of counsel before the civil courts has been 
(Jiouglit a right worthy lo be secured by the gi-eat e.hai-ler of 
our liberties. But. sir, our military code has di-fmed how 
far the Judge advocate is to consider himself us the counsel 
for the accused. By ibe ii9lh article of war it is provided 
that the judge advocate " shall so far consider liimseU' as 
counsel for the pi-isoncr. after the prisuner shall have made 
his plea, as (o olfjcet to any leading question, to any of tbo 
witnesses, or to any question to Ihe prisoner, the answer to 
which might tejid to cnminate hiinseir." If this be the extent 
of the duly of the judge advocate in respect to the prisoner, 
let me entreat you, Mr. President, and the honourable mem- 
bers of this court to consider, how far the assistance which 
I have a right to claim from the judge advocate must fall 
short of that aid which I may require on this oroasioii, 

I shall trouble the court with the consiiWration of only one 
other reason, which has been urged for not [lermitliiig be- 
fore courts martial the full nid of counsel. It is said by Mc 
Tytlcr, page 91, that this " aid is not requisite before tliese - 
courts, because they are in general composed of men of abili- 
ty, and discretion.'* Ortainly. sir, this reason applies with 
its fullest force upon this ocoasion. Is it not aba lo he sup- 
posed, th^t gi>nerully the judges of (he civil cuurl» are like- 
wise tnen of ability and discretion ? and if this reasun will ap- 
ply lo exclude counsel in the one ease, wliy does it no) in ibu 
other- la fact/ Mr. Pi-csidcat, the military oouHs el' ICngland 
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tou ...»/ to pi-ocecd with it* and that the progfeas oF the 
CBiue is not to depend on the arrival of witnesses who may 
be absent 

Th« court agreed (o dciibemto npon the subject of Uiis ad- 
dress, and fiTJiiDed a dispositiou to indulge the prisoner as for 
as their duly to the public would admit. The court was ae- 
eonliflgly clearedt when the address of Gen. Hull was read 
and eoDBidered. Upon its being again opened, Ihe opinion 
of the eourt was — "that the communications by the prison- 
er's eounsd should lie made in writing through the aeeused." 

Ll Col- Forbes took the oeeessan' oaths, and was admitted 
to a seat : after which the court atyoumed to Wednesday, 
86tb Jan. 

Seventh day, VTedneBday i6lli. Jan. isii. 



The eonrt met pursuant lo adjournment, all tbo n 
being present. The special Judge advocate (the Hon. Mar- 
tin Vanbeuren) addressed the court on opening the cose, and 
read the following 



DOCUMENTS. 



The order of arrest, by Atyatant General Cushing flgftinsl 
Brig. Gen. Hull. 

The discharge from parole of Brig. Gen. Hull by Col- 
Barclay, British agent for prisoners. 

Letters fi-oro (he Inspector General A. Y. Nicoll, Nos. 1. 
3. 3, from the war department, detailing the ofEccrs to 
compose the court martial for the trial of the accused. 

A letter from Brig. Gen. Hull to the Secretary of war, 

dated Si-d April. 18DB. 
A letter from the same lo the same, dated 25th March, 1813. 

Two lcttei»8 from tlte Secretary of war to Gen. Hull, both 
of April 9th,181Z. 

Two letters from the same to the tame, dated iSei aud 
29th May, ISIZ. 

A letter from the some to the Eame, dated IGlh June, isi?. 
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Tvo letters from the same to the same. Dated ISlh JoMi ' 
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A leltfT &om the same to the same. Dated Sith June* 

1812. 
Two letters fron> the same to the same. Dated 'ind and 

26tli July, 1812. 
Three letters rroui the same to the same. Dated 19th 
and 19th July and 11th August, (he receipt of which was 
not acknowledged by Gen. Hull, 
Contract for provisions. Dalcd 8lh August,1812. 
A letter Trom Brig. General Hull to the secretary of war.* 

Dated irth April, 1812. 
Two letters from (he seme (o the same. Dated Pitsbui^* 

3«(h and 5I8tb April, JS12. 
A letter from (tie same to the same. Dated Marietta. 

8rd May. 
Three tetters from (he same to (he same. Dated CiDoio- 

nati, 8th, 13(h and l?th May, 1812. 
A letter from the same to the same. Dated Dayton. 

23rd May, 1812. 
A letter from the same to the same. Dated Camp Meigs- 

26tb May, 1812. 
The speech of Gov. Meigs to the army of Ohio. Dated 

25l!i May, 1812. 
A letter from Brig. Gen. Hull to the Secretary of war. 

Dated Dayton, 23rd May, 1812. 
A letter from the same to (he same, dated, Staunton, Srd 

June, 1812. 
Four letters from the same to the same. Dated, Urbao*, 

9th, 11th. 12(h, and 13th June, 1812. 
A hitter from Lieut. Col. IVliller to (he Secretary of war. 

Dated, Urbana, 12lh June, 1812. 
A ktter from Brig, Gen. ItuM (o the Secretary of war, 

Dn(ed, Urbana, 17th June, 1812. 
A letter from the same to tlie same. Dated Camp Neccs* 

sily, 2klb June, 1812. 
\ lc((er from the same to the same. Dated Fort Finlay, 

26tb June, 1812. 
RctBrnof ihcftipceortheapinyon 26lh June, isi-i. 



A tetter from D. Gon. UuU lo the Secretary of wtij'. Da- 
ted. Jitli .liinr. 1812. 

Two U-Uera IVotn llic i>aniv to llie saoic. Dated, Detroit. 
Till and !}tli July. 1 aii, (tlie latter rkol itciid.) 

A letter £i-uin the same lo (he same. Dated. Sajulwicli, 
Upper Canada. 13tb Jitiv, ISdZ. 

A proclamation hy Brig. Geneml liaH, datVfl 12tlf Jul^ 
1813. Published 20Ui Jul}'. 

Four letters from Brig. Gen. Dull, to (hu Scicretary oV 

var. Dated Sandwich, Hth, loth. lUh, and liith July, 1B12. 

A letter from Cul. Cass to B. Gen. Hull. Dated nth 
.luty 1812. 

Kight letters from B. Gen. Hull to the Secretary of war. 
Dated Sttndwicli, 20th, Slst, S2nd, 38th and 3!)tli July, 
and Uh, 7Ui August. 1812. 

A letter from the saine to (he same. Dated^ Detroit, Sth 
August, ISl^. 

Ai-tirles of capitulation. DateiU Detroit, ICth August, 1812. 
and supple nM-niar.v urtioltis of lUe same date. 

A lettei' from B. Gen. Hull, to the olficer eommandiflg at 
the Rapids. Dated 17th Au^ust,lH12. 

A letter from Major Gen. Brock to Bng. Gen. JTuIl. Da- 
ted IBlh August. 1812. 

A letter from Brig. Gen. Hull ta Major Gen. Broek. 
Same date, in reply. 

A Icllfu- from Brig, Gen. HuH to the Secretary of war. 
Date J, DefpQil. JSIh A«gU8l,1812. 

Two Ictlcrs from Brig. Gen. Hull to the same. Dated 
Montreal, S. and 2tith Sept. isiz. 

After which tlio court adjourned to the next day. 

Eighth daii, Tltursda'j 2rth Jan. isii. 



The euurt met pursuant to adjournment; when, finiling 
ihni miiny of the nitne^scs appeared, It determined lu pru- 
rerd : Upon which the Judge ndvOGntcciillcdupon Brig. (ten. 
]^-(>IsCa$a; who, being duly snorn. nas proceeding with 
hi* ftarrative, when a member of the uiurt suggested the 
~ iJl «thcr persons present, who had been sum- 
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^^^mnesscst being tlirected (o relire ui^S^ 
Hniinatinn -. No objections to their presence, !ioweT«p, were 
inatle on the part of (lie prisoaer. and they were permittcil 
to remain. General Cass proceedcil in iiia evidciici-. »imI Bta*- 
Iwl, that he was with the north-wesleiii amij at Oaj'ton, 
ami hail conimand ol' the 3(1. "Rcgt. of Ohio mititin. — that the 
army wat joined at Uritana, l*y the Mh. Rt^t. of V. S. Infan- 
try, iiniler Colonel Miller, — that he (widiess) arriredat the 
Miami) on the ■i9lh op 30th June. That he never eaw Geo. 
IfuU diac-iplining, reviewing, or mantFuvcring th« troops iii 
any way from their arriral at Detroit to tlic timcofsuppen- 
der. That orilers were ifiaiicd ; t>Lit that he docs not know 
whetlier there was an orderly book or not. That he wiis at 
■ ho rapids when General IIull Mreila hoat about the 1st July { 
that he does not know that General Hull had a knowledge of 
the ^ar having been declared ; and that he had not hod an; 
iTinvcrsatlon witli General Hull previous to that lime, which 
eould iniluee General Hull to believe that war was dcelarcd— 
I hat he does not know what papers were in the Iwnt-that about 
inar 50 men, Invalids, his (nitnesses) own serrant. ami part oC 
Iiis baggage were in it. That he did not examine (he fort at De- 
irnit very acenrately, but thinks (hat some of the cmfarasurcs 
wcro ilefcciivc and wanted repair, and that the plalforn'^ vr-e ro 
in some measure defective. I'liathedoeMnotreeollec' thegnn* 
and gun carriges. That the picketing wa^ in remarkably F^ood 
order. And as good as he ever «aw ; and tliat lie never saw any 
repairs made either before or after (he army went into Cana- 
da. That the troops passed over into Canada on the itll^ or 
ISth of July (he could not lH^ precise in (he time) and con- 
Msted of ucnrty the whole of the fui-::e. csecpling invalids and 
about too men oftho drafted niililia of Ohio— that they landed 
i) good oHortat Amherst iiiirgh, at about vighteca niles dis- 
tanea^} and that the main body ofthc army left Canada about 
the Sth Aiigttit j about lAO or !2D0 men remaining in llieic 
nrigiital position fur two or three days, in a stockade built on 
ihfl banks ofthe river; ami which waaafternards denlrojed. 
'lluiltherowerealwut £50 or 300 British regulars at A mherst- 
Imrgh, arcQi-dbig to the estimate given to Gen. Hull by the 
'If irHer*. whn eame over in hiindrcdt. — Qenerat Cass further 
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BlKWiU-TliBl when (he anuy Iftiwled in L'miada, ilic iiuli(i.» 
force llicre wns estiitiutcd to t>e vcrj- consitlcialili' ; but tlia< 
before Uic army left that side of the river, itiis force was 
suppofted 10 Imve becnverymucli reduced; itt-obably, and ac- 
cor<liD|>(ullicramcr!<n(ian inllie AuKTiean Camp, lu one limi- 
dnMl—Oen. Cass t>clii'*ed tliat from the day oflhc arrival of 
the Atnerieaii nnny in Canada, the niililia wen, wlio were cal- 
led iuto the serviec at MaMcii, tamo over lo the American 
Camp, look protection from Gen. Hull, and, iviltiin the la»t 
forioigbt of Ihe army's slay (Ireif. llic greater part of Ihcm 
left lUo camp lor ihcir own homes, as Gen. Cass supposed. 

Urij^. (ivN. CasH i'urihcr slated, Ihat nlien tlic army first 
ivnnt oTcr, (lut few Indians had joined lli« nHtish, and that 
most of iliosc on our side the lake appeared friendly— -tliat 
ftsw nppivliriiKions vcic expressed by Gen. Hull, unlil (!»' 
liill of MicbUamaeannc — Ihiit Teesumati was at Maiden when 
the army arrived at Detroit, oil was also Marplflek, nill' a 
bandofthe I'ottowalomies, but not a numerous one. Tlie 
nilnrsti could not slate precisely any conversation of Gen. 
Hull as to Ihe force of Indians at Maiden, or tlielr designs- 
lie supposed the fall of Mli-Mlamuekniiae wasknovtn to tlie 
Amerienn army about the 2Hh, or from (hat to the end of 
July j he could not say whelhcr the fall of (hat place encour- 
aged the Indians lojoln the British, or not: hut (hut no In- 
dians, to Ills knowIrd;>c or helief. t*roin thence, ariived at 
either Maiden or Detroit (cMrtainly not at Detroit) until 
three days after the surrei)dei-"-he stated however, that about 
the lime of the fall of Michilnniaciuac the Wyanots were 
eilher enticed or taken over by the British into their province. 

A Map by Ihe Kngliiih was here presented and admitted 
to tie good, with some few unimportant mneeui'ncies — vi/.. 
The American army did nut land nf the place described in 
the map, but bclun Hog-Island. No i-cdoiibt was tlirovtii 
up in the encampment as described in (he map. From 
Sandwieh (o the river Aux Canards lies an open country, cul- 
livatcfl for many years, for u distance of about i£ inilcs, 
along or near (he river— The river Aux Canards is a small 
f trenm, but deep--about (hrec rode ov cr, perlia \n not so much. 
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anO has a bridge : tliere U an opr.n praifie ground from llio 
Camp lovrards Mnlilcn, for the apace of uljout 1 1-2 milc«t 
near wliicli (lio gruuiicl is liad for marching troops,—- tho 
nholc distance from Satidwich to Maiden is (juite level. 

A sketch of the inililat:}- post at Amlierslbui^h was ii«st 
pi-odiiccd, and admitted to bo corrcctr anil a^ having bc«R 
taken from Gen. Proctors' trunk — Gen, Cass then sialcil 
ihat lie had examined thu«c works since tliu British tefi 
them — that) as (o the forti it is ud)> an oiulim: — that rroin 
prcacnt appearanceii the north and (he west sides eould never 
have bu-en defended — Ihat the east and west sides ap|ie«rc(l 
to have been rendered defensihlc a few weeks lH*fora the ar- 
rival of the American arm^ in Cunada — that tlic whole work, 
as well curtains as haslionSf appeared to have been originally 
designed (o be constructed of earth — Ihat on the north sidw 
thcru was a small eurrniti of earth thrown up. with a narrow 
and sliallov ditch ; but Ihat theoaitt side i^i now becomea vei^ 
good eurtaiu of earth, secured hy logs — that the works of 
I'^rth arc frcsht and appear to have l>een made a few months 
previous (o Gen. Harrison's landing there — thai the west sid« 
eould never have been very dilllcitlt of appi-oach — and that 
(he whole of the works could bv commanded from ground 
ahout a quarter ofa mile up the river, as a (wrson walking hi 
the fort may he seen from (hat place. 

Gen. Cass, in continuing Iiis eviitence, stated (hat lie had 
examined (but not minutely) the fort, hcfoi-o General Hull 
rroaacd, and was of opinion lliat (Iio works were not dcfcn- 
Hthle, which opinion he declared (o Gen. Hull, in a eonver' 
salion with thai ofHeer— also, thut he knew (ien. Hull to have 
been ut Maiden, oflcncr than once. A\'itness declared dial, 
on the morning on which the army crossed the Dctroil, it 
washis wish,and, he believes, (he wish of most of (be ufllccrs, 
Ui proceed directly and take a {wsitlon near the Hvrr Anx 
Canards: that the reasonN assigned for hailing at Octroit 
were to give an opportunity to the Canadian niililia(odeNi>r(, 
and to take some heavy cannon — hr furlhcr stated (hat. a d«y 
or two nfler crossing the river. Colonel M'ArlbDr was sent 
with a considerable portion of bis Heg. about 00 miles up lhr< 
river French, to secure a»]uanliiy of (lour and some publi- 
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pnqicrty—diat during his absence Gen- Ca« reqawlrd [ 
misaionof Gen. Hull (o rccoiiimitrv the gi-ouDd betWMii S 
wich and Malileo — lku( Uc was ^jntctl afwtit ZSO men undBp f ' 
Col. Miller, and [iroceeded fur llist purpose — tliat ihc delacln 
uientlook po«e»Monorthf Bridge Aus Canards, and itial itiu 
Briti^b pirfjuet guard flrd ou Ibcii- approaeh — tliat lite vi(nc<ti 
and Col. Miller von»idi-rcd tliis bridge as prtei'Dtiiig the oalf 
-point of approach to Slalden, and in conseijucncc seat two ini's- 
fcsgcs Id O. Hull (llie lutlcr one a Joint note) Mating that it wiva 
die opinion of the oRieers that ittc brid^ ought (o be niniii- 
tained — that, in answer (o (he veilml message, a pci-cmplor)' 
order was sent to return— to tlic nrittcD one, h nolo vn\s re- 
lumed, that on aceoiint of the ilistBticc from llie Camp, and 
the nccesiiity of procuring cannon, as well ss on account of 
uneabiacHS concerning Col. M'.Vrthur, in lii^ opinion the bridge 
(ii[ght not la be kept ; and Hnatty relbn-iug to ibem (he dis- 
ci-etion of keeping it — that, after part of the llh Beg. joined 
iheiit from the Camp, a consultation of officers was held, when 
it was determined to abandon llie bridge, under an iinprcifviun, 
fajran almost unanimous opinion, that Gen. HuU should have 
(aken (he responsihiUty and not llic)' — the detachment re- 
turned to Camp, as did also Col. M'Arthur — tlial several de- 
iaehmenls were aflenvarda moved to the same place, (he ob- 
ject of which the witness did not then recollect. One de, 
laohinent under the command of the witnetis to reinforce 
Gen. M'Arthur, upon a i-cport which proved (o be false — 
another, under Col. Flndlay, was also sent and returned' — 
another, under major Denny, the object of which was not 
Itnown to the witness, was attacked and driven in — another to 
the river Raisin, under Major Vanhome, to convoy some pro- 
viftioni Capt. Brush was bringing from Ohio; which detach- 
ment, consisting of about SOO riflemen, of theOhiu volunleerB, 
was attacked and defented. Witness stated that the insufli- 
eieney ofthe detachment was represented to Gen. Hulliu ilic 
most earnest manner by himself Col. M'Arthur and Col. 
Findlay— -fornusons given in a long convention. Gen. Hull 
conHldCrcd it as competent— while the colonels declared their 
fOHviction that it would be dcfcated-Gea. fass further ilated, 
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tliat (be It-port made hy biin in a letter to lieu. llull> uodcr 
(lat« (i('t)iu 17(]i Julfi is a correct slatemcDt of (ho tt-ansac- 
(iunttuniic ilutacbmu nt uniler h» command, and (hat of C«l. 
MilJcr. There were no other operatiutiK by that detachment ; 
also, (!mt Col. Miller moved lo Browiistown, but whether he- 
lore or after the evacuation of Canada, be docs not rcmcmher. 
That soon nftcr (lio arm; luul crossed into Canada, u eAuneil 
was called of officers commanding corps, and all the fmld-of- 
iicers ; when the question put to the couneil was " Whether 
Mfllilen vhoutd be attacked i" that Ocn. Hull stated, tha( in 
twodayaearriagesforheavj' guns would he ready and caDDOD 
mounted— The council, witness believed, was unanimous for 
an immediate attack upon Maiden ; aud acnrl}' a moiety of 
flic officers was for proceeding withonl waiting for cannon — 
a small majority was for wailing two days, if cannon could bo 
obtained by so dolag — the cannon were mounted after waiting 
iibout'that time — tliat Gen. Hull luld the witness that he con- 
sidered himself pledged to lead the army to Maiden, and that 
(he Officers and uicn, with scarcely a suoglo exception, were 
ardent (ogo against that place— Witness thinks, (bat the day 
Gen. Uull onlei'cd the army lo rc-cross the river was tho 
(me which had been fixed for the attnck of Maiden ; aud says 
that there was au universal spirit nf dtstatisfaction, and a 
feeling of indignation (hrough (he army on the promulgation 
oflhat OPdej'. The court adjourneil to the next day. 

9tfi, day, Fridaif 28(/i Janaarg, 1S14. 

Tho court having met, pursuant to adjournment, the tx-. 
amination of B. General Cass was continued : Thai officer 
Kiatcil, that an order for (he uiarcb of the troops to Maiden 
bud been issued, which he did not yesterday remember; that 
nvcrsing since with some gcntlomcu, ho ha^ t<incc recol- 
lected that there were, otber detachments, besides those aien- 
iiiMH-0 by him yeslciflay, sent fnom Sandwich; one of which, 
itndcr Capt. Snelling. wa^ to the river Aux Canards ; hut for 
what purpose it was sent, or of what number it consisted he 
does not t^collect : another detachment was under a Mr. For. 
tyih, to BcHevur, the property ofLord L. hut whether (his wta 
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part of the detachment under Col. M'Ardinr w not, n-itDcss 
docB not tvcollect : It brought down a cnnsidcrablc nutnhc^r of 
ah««p. to the smuunt of several hundreds, whieh were taken 
care of at Delroil and its environs, when surrendered ; wit- 
ness further slated that there uere scveritl councils of war 
Jield before the army cvaeuoted Canada, besides the one de- 
tailed yesterday : one at whieh two officers of iirlillery 
were present : when the qiicsfioii aroae *' k9U' heavy gniM 
leere to bej^ot doirn tlif river to JttaldenT' those twoofileera 
thouglit it would be a itiflicult matter lo eHeel, as (here was a 
brfdgc'overTnrkey Creek, 3 miles north of the rfycr Aux 
Cxnards. over vhieh tbcy thought (be guns eonld imt be ta- 
ken'; tboBP fifuns were on hoard of iloaling batteries; tbey 
were then^fbro of opinion that they sbould be citrried duwn 
Ihc river, on those floating batteries, to tlie oortliuni-d of 
that ercck : witness docs not recollcet whelliei-. nt the time 
the eonneil was held, the guns were on board the flouting 
liatleries : another ohjeetluii, made by those (wo gentlemen 
lo (he river Aux Canards, whs, that the Queen Cliiirlotte 
intgbt prevent the passage of the guns. Gen. Cass tlieu stated 
that the two artillery oHiecrs diflci-cd from all the Infantry 
officers as (o (he transportation of the gun» down (be ereek 
and river: llic former thought there were difllcultics wbieb 
the latter thouglit nii^bt be surmounfed; (lih cuuueil was 
afler that mentioned yesterday, hut before (he order was is- 
sued for (be troops lu march to Maiden— several other 
nieeltngsoftifliecrs were railed by Gen. IIulI. 

Gen.. Cass next stated, that (be troops coinnicneed their re- 
treat from Canada on the 8tb August* a little after dai'k, and 
wei-c crossing all night ; ami (hat Ibc order for so doing w as 
issued about the evening of f lie same day-— and that he is the 
nova eondilent in (his opinion fi'um the !>cn»ation!> it ei-cated 
in the eamp. He saya that (be niililia force of (he enrniy va^ 
daily dcereasiii^; while no uddilion, (hat he knew ol^ was 
nmde to Iheir Ibcpe, excepting (bat of (lie Wyandols, who 
live opposite (o Maiden ami un the American side — he does 
not recollect any pi-cvioiis eonveraadou of Gen. Hull's on 
Ibc cxpcdiciiey ol' ihe ivaeiiation of Canada. 
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ilD^s, proceeding in Iila cvidoiioe, wiilf 
Briliali c»nimencc"l llic crectiun ol" iwo buKci-tes ncarl; »p- 
|H)§i(e to Uetrollf on or about tho mtU August, and that no 
tDvasures were taken to prevent the erection of those bat- 
teries before liv left Dclroil'--that those works wore carried 
on hy llie enemy in open sight of the Anieriiian arii»>— tliat 
the river is about l too yards across, and the groutnl about 
the same lieiglA on both u'dcs— that he is not prepared to aay 
whuthcr or not application was made to Gen. Hull to tiro 
upon the enemy — tliat he did hear Gen. Uull state, befoi-cthe 
evacuation uf Canada, that the amount of musket cartridges 
and of tixul aminuHilion was large, hut does not ri^cuileet 
what that amount was — that the want of ammunition waa 
urvcr stated in any of (he diflerent counciU as an uhjection tn 
military operations— and that he understood tJiat Gcu. Hull 
had ordered a quantity of untiuunilion (o be brought. That 
the situation oflho ai-uiy with respect lo provisions wasa sub- 
Jcct of Tcry fretjucnt convcrttation between Gen. Uull and the 
offlcers— that he never kuew or understood lliat the army wast 
ill want, or likely to want. I'liat there was a large quantity 
of meat in the country surrounOiHg Detroit, on the American 
^ide, suflieient to last the army for several months — that he 
understood from Gcu. Hull that, exclusive of a quantity oL* 
Hour, a large quantity of wheal was to bu purchased and 
ground on the spot; there being two horse-mills and one 
wind-mill about s miles from Detroit, liesidcs wnter-mills"' 
hut he cannot say whether those mills wore iuoper.itian — tliat 
bis impression was, that there was a very considci-ablc num- 
ber of cattle at the rivei- itaisin, but not Iho samo proportion 
of flour — that is, of provisions »ient Uiillicr by the State of 
Ohio— that his opinion, founded ui>on the ifpiiitiiu of ihe iii- 
faahilanls anil upon experience, was, thnl provisions might 
have been procured thcro sufficient for the support of tlie 
army fur 3 or -k monllis— that Gen. Hull bad lived in that 
quarter lor several years before— and tbut ihu resources of 
Ihe country were a sutfjeet of general conversation, m well as 
of eonvtrsalionB with Gen. Hull. 

Gen. fas* then said (bat lie left Detroit on tlio llth Ao- 
gU3( in the evenios, with a drtnHinient of nliout 350 men 
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under Col. M'Artlmr, ^cnt by flenei-ai IIiill (o flpcn a tinn 
numication with the river Haisin — this dplachmciit waa 
oqoalij from the reRimcnls pommandcil b^ C«I.M'AHhiir 
anii the wi(ness — that tien. Hull hiid pcccivcil a letter, on 
the morning of the 1-ktli. from Cn|)(. nnish. ailvising liim 
that he would, on a certain night, Icavo tlic rivcp Ruisin h) 
a path which diniWcd llic distance lo Detroit, but wiiieh was 
itoeined more secure than the shorter nno^tKnt this detuch- 
menl was not runiishcd willi pro> isions when marched oli— 
tlioy were to march Zl or 30 intles — he believes there whn an 
allowance fur [irovisiona— that, after tnarehinp till iilHiot 
inidnightf the troops lay down, and early on the ensuing; 
morning rrconimoneed (heir niareh, which they canlinueil 
all day; (hat* towards the evening of the 15th, some mounted 
men were dispatched to dcBcovcr, if possible, a (ratling hnusr> 
said lo he half-way (u the Kaisin. That when Ihe iletaeh- 
nicnt was half a mile on i(a return (wliieh it was fo'-ind 
necessary to do) there was an order received from Ocn. Hull 
(0 return i (lie men had had nothing to eat hut eorn an<f 
pumpkins taken from (lie adjacent fields. On their rctnmt 
and when near Detroit they killed one or two oxen. Tb<' 
nnlers to the detachment were to proceed until ihcy met 
Capt. Brush, which they expected to do on the 2d dn» 
after their departure ; that on the evening of (he ISth Au- 
gust, at dark, a note was received hy Col. M'Artliur from 
Gen. Hull, stating that Gen. Brock, who had come (o th<- 
nppositc side of Iho river, had summoned Detroit (o siirreu 
iler, and directing him to return : (hat they marched so 
late that night (hat many of (he men conld not support (hf 
fadgue, and resumed (he march very early (he next morning; 
that (hey heard cannon:uliug n( Di^(rui(, and, when wilhin » 
mile and a hall' or two miles ofthnt place, met aFrcnehmau 
who decJared that Detroit had surrendered to the Brilish .- 
(hat they then fell hack .1 or 'fc miles, to an advautngious post 
on the river Rouge, where there was a bridge, at which they 
thought they could defend (hemseh'cs. and ascertain whether 
the fort had really surrendered nriiut ; the inlelligence waf 
»aon eonflrmed hy deserters from the fort. ITint a cftunoit 
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^f ^kSMmitnfi then bvid, to conaidei- wliat course »hoQld be 
pursueil. In (liisuouncil it was i^otisidereil that l -llli ur pi^r- 
tiups 1-3d uf tlie detachment could make good its rvtreat to 
Uhifl, and tliervforu it was determiued (o «i.>nd in Capt. 
Manafichl with a tlag lo the British commander, to Inrorni 
hint that IP there was an imcondiliouat surreiidert Hip; (the 
dctachDteni) were prepared to del'emi iliemaelves : but, that 
inhere was a eondition in the cajtiiulation, that the detaeh- 
tncDt might tvturn to the United Stales, they would avail 
themselves of (hat condition. That, one hour at\cr Capt. 
MaD:tfie)d*s de[>arture, a flag was sent out b; Gen. Brock* 
with a letter, us witness believes, IVoni Gen. Hull, ilating 
lliat the detachment was iaoluded in the capitulation, and 
reqairiog it« return — that Capt. Mansfield also retum- 
rdt and said (hat tlie detachment bad been included in the 
cajutuiation : upon which it did return to Detroit and sur- 
rendered itself. Gen. Casa I'urther said, that when he left 
Detroit fur the river Raisin, the troops wore In good health 
and spirits ; that is — tu meet the enemy ; but were unpleas)- 
anlly situated. Being asked b}r the court what he meant bf an 
unpleasant situation, the witness answered, that the OfBcerfi 
and men had lust all eolitidcncc in the eommanding OfSecr— 
ihat this was not a mutter or mere private opinion, hut was 
the general esprcssion aud ieelJng. Tlic witness said tliat 
the ehanictvr »r the Michigan militia stood high. That 
■ when the detachment approached Detroit on the sonth-ne^t 
|iart. and afXerwards struck the river at Spring Wells, and 
marched up (he river to Detroit, on the morning of the 
16th August, wheu they heard of the surrender, it would 
have been iu the rear of the British : tvhich wai « circum- 
stance the British had been apprehensive of. 

The witness now. resuming his evidence on the charges 
generally, further slated, ihat he never saw much neglect of 
duly on the part of Geu. Uull before erosiaing the river at 
Detroit, except at Urbana and Daylou; where there wer« 
oiiporluuilici of disciplining the troops. 
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ilaeiflioH tnj Uu C'oiirl — \\as tlii-rc im ortlt-r Tor that pur 

pUSL- ? 

Hitne*:< ilhl not itcuIIucI Hnj> order, iiur nny ap|ioiut- 
mvnl niHtlu UcruiT Ibo arrival of tlte troa))it ali)oli'uit> f> licit 
Capf. Ri<.'kinuuu»!>ai)))ointr() j Im never huw (icn. HiillrUticr 
ilisciitlinv liis(riKi|i<i, or review (liciii ; m- viftit Die giiiLrils'oi' 
thr sick : or u((cml to ili« pulici; orihccuinp ; w rut'onnuilir 
lite c^oiintrj' ; or appear an (;ruii(l parntlci ; or pcrfunn aiij nT 
(hose (lulii's prcHcribcii tu (>i.'nvrAl UitJL-L-re. 

t{>iriilh>i l>ij llic t'otic(— -Wci-c (Iterd n<:vef any orilt'is 
i»<<uc<l ? 

A. Kot to witness's rocoUcdlon. 

<j. AVerc iliei-u iiul (ield-unkcrs w!iu rujiurteit tu (j. Iliitl i 

^. Tliero were. I'lioit rccollceliuti. the widicss naid lie 
saw lion. lIuU at Da^tuu teach a cnlunm to phnnf|;c rroiil j 
uuil, when the troopii niaiclitd from Ou^lun, (icn. Hull 
gave tiie wow! orcommanil, whicii «tlncsii never after heard 
Jilin do. He iievfp believed (Jen. Hidl guilty of Iresison ; 
never was in aetioii with him, nad kiiunt^ nulliing of hi^i 
Douriigej but eoiiMdei-cd him an iuatteiilivc ulfieer. 

GEN- CA83 WAS THE.V EXAMIN'EU ItV TlIK COtlUT 

Q. ■Were there aiy artillerj- officers present at tlwceim- 
cil prior tu lliat in vvhieb tJii; allauk on Muldin naa deter- 
uiincd on ■' 

A. I do uot rccollcel; but believe Capl. Djtion was 
preacut. 

Q, Was Itiere any new iiupedimcnt to tlic pat^singor tbtr 
cannon ? 

A I ncillicr knew nor liounl of iin>'. 

Q. Did (be ariiij' retire from Canada in guud order i 

A. There uas iiot much order with lie w liuupnin arc- 
ircal bj night. 

Q. Was tJic order to retrctit the aelofit eouncil, or lb>: 
indit idual uet ot the General ? 

A. J never Jioai'dol" any council- Iknow it waa bliougl^ 
uppubed by tlie army. 

Q. Uad you any reason to know that Ceii. Hull wa^ 
iirrpiiiinted wiIli the detiicbiuiiit under Col. M'Arthur's beinjr 
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«m Hs return io Detroit, or was any messenger sent to advise 
(lie General vTit.1 

\. The <lragoon» were sent »o ruconnuiti-c, but returned on 
account of Hie Iniliana. 

Q. Do jou know the cause of the sudden retrpat from 
Canada ? Was there a larjje force iti tli« neighbourhood E 

A. After the fall of Macknnae (MiehiUimakanack) Gen. 
Hull appeai-cd to bo under f^reat and sevcic a|>[»-pben9ion», 
and apprehended a great force from that quarter. I also be- 
l(e*c lie saw two letters, one from (.en. P. B. I'ortcr, and the 
oUicr from (ten. Hall, statin)^ that Gen. Broek was mareh- 
iug up. I helievi^ these letters were received by Gen. Hull 
after the suiTeniler of Detroit. 

BRIG. r.m. CASS WAS NOW CROSS-EXAMINED BT THE 
I-KISOXEII, 

Q. Wto where the officers who applied lo Gen. Hull for 
an Older of battle ? 

A. I think (.'ol. M'Arthur, Lt. Col. Mills, and Lt. Cot. 
Findlay, a[iplied ; but the paper shewn (here a {taper inarkrd 
>* Vanhcureh C" was shewn) was not the order of battle 
agreed (o by the ofBeers. 

ii. M'as not the oitler uf march just shewn, publiahed or 
made knunu to the army ? 

A. 1 do not know ; hut presume it wait. 

Q. Had you any eonversation Witli Gen. Hull rcsiierlin}- 
the despateh of the vessel from the Miami ? 

A. 1 do not reeullcet ; but presume 1 had. 

Q. Hidyou apprehend tbat thei*e was war then ? 

A. I did nut : or I would not have sent my Imggage. 

y. AVhether or not did Gen. Hull Ihhik it exjiedient, un- 
der the then existing cireumstaiiees, to send tlie vessel from 
the Miami? 

A. It Is imposUbIc fur me, at (his distance of time, to re. 
collect ; but I believe that Gen. Hull's reason for sending 
(he vessel was to save the expense of sending the teams fur- 
iber. I think lh,it was one of (he reasons given for sending 
the vessel. 

Q. AVas it not a wildcrncfif through ythU-U (he army had 
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A. From about ii, miles north of Urbua to Miami it 
was. 

Q. Was the order of march nonrormable (o Ibis plan, 
and were (tie officers vonsultcd respecting il i 

A. It ivaa uearly ; with tbi^ vxceplioD that the columns 
were never cl<Med with tiio rear guard, uor the baggage in 
the eentrc. 1( was, I belit've, the order uf march hj' Gun. 
Wa^nc, adopted b^ Gen. Harrisoii in the same eountr^i and 
proposed by Cttl. Miller or Fiadlay. 

Q. Was nut the anny on its march as liable to be at- 
tacked in il^ rear, as on ii:^ Hank or in il» rronl t 

A. 1 think MO were as liable to be attacked on one point 
HB on another. 

Q. ^'ero Ibere not dircotionsi aceouipanjlng this oi-dui' 
of march, in wbat vtay the army was (o form iu ease of 
aUacki 

A. I do not know (hat sueh diiTclions were given. 

Q. After 1 look command of the troops at Da^ton^ were 
pot the Hcatimvuts f expressed Id (be Iroops, and the meait 
iires I adopted) ealculalcd to inspire the troops with auibi- 
(ion, regularity and discipline i 

A. I do not reeollect any sentiments expressed, other 
than the address to the troops ; which I think whs a good one, 
and (hat you acquitted yourself on tlie occasion very well. 
Vith respect to measuroa; I do not know that any were 
adopted in relation to those ol^ects. 

(j. Vhelher or nu(, when I rook the eoinmand at Day- 
loiii wei-e oi-ders issued for the different regiments to parade 
by companies in (he morning, and by regiments in (he after- 
noon for (ixcrci»ic ? 

A. With Che cxeeption 1 have before staled, I do not re- 
collect su<^h orders. 

' Q. Do yoH not pccoUect my exercising (be froops at 
Urbuna, myself? 

A. The army vias out, for the purpose of being revie\ud 
IiT Governor Mcags, 

The court adjourued to (lie next ditv. 
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iOlh day, Saturiay, 29lh Jan. isu. 

THE CROSS EXASn^ATION OF BHIGADIEU CENEHAI. i:A6S 
CONTINIJED. 

A letturdated SatulwKli irtli July, 1812. was exhibited 
General Hull lo General Cass. 

Q. Is that a coity of the Icttor sent (o ^oii at River Aux 
Canards ? 

A. It is in substance. 

Q. How many days Mas the army at Detroit hcfnre it 
crossed to Sandwich ? 

A. I think 5 or 6 days. Wc arrived at the Spring Weill* 
near Detroit, etaid two or three days at the welU and cross- 
ed on tlic 12th. 

Q. What could have hcen done to tlie works, previous to 
crossing i 

A. There eouM have been a great deal done, or very little! 
I cannot answer with precision — 1 was not in the Ton at De- 
troit, until my retuiTi from Canada — I wish tu give a proper 
answer. The Army had had a tedious march, and therefore 
it might have been right to employ the ti-oops upon fatigues. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Cnpt, Thorpe, of the artifi- 
CtTi f 

\. I am. 

Q. Wan Tnol employed, before crossing the river, jii or- 
ganizing a corps of artiUcers. 

A. A corps of arlificers was organized under Capt. 
Thoi-pc, but whether hi-furc or after tlie passage, I cannot say, 

Q. Were not artifieers called from the different i-eglinents ; 

A. There were some detailed from the regiment under 
my command, and probably from lliu rest. 

Q, After we arrived at Detroit, and before crossing flio 
I'iver, were not several detachments sent to oblain boats and 
other meanx of crossing the river? 

A; 1 do not recoUcot,' boats were collected and col- 
lecting : 1 do not know of any public boats. 

Q. Was it not apprehended that (he fall of Mackanae 
would have an injurious cfirct upon the Indlnn^ and Canadian 
militia ? 
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A, A§ I Ireforc atstUi), (ion. Hrill felt great KpprpUcniifliib ; 
liut 1 ilii) not ; nor <lo I U'ltcvc the oilier ofliccrs iliil — tin- nlj- 
jccls uf the Gxprdition iiiif;ht. in my npitiion, have been etTcpt- 
cil Ijefore any i(I ^Ructa wci-c felt. I ilo not UnftwoTH single 
Inilian Iiavlnp aprivcil at Detroit until (liree riajs aHer llip 
»urrcmler— Ni:itlier wus (here iniieli danificr to be uppi-f bend- 
vA ri-om tbe Canadian inbiibilantti, fl<4 in my opinion (livi 
giTitter |>i^porlion orilicm bad taken protectioa frnm (k-n, 
Hull. 

Q. Who coinmainU-d llie BiilJsb at Maiden, aliinit llic Ik~ 
ginning •>(' August ? 

.*li On or alioiil the rili AugnsI, General Proctor sncccctl- 
cd Col. St. (leorpie in the eomniand. 

tl. Did not llun. Proctor bring a eonsidcraWo reinfoiec 

UlCUt? 

A. Tlic impi'cssiuo on my mind is tbnl about too men at- 
I'itod llierc Mith litni. 

Q. Wlicn joti roccived my letter at Uiver Aux Canni-ds, 
VA9 (hv opinion of tbu nflleers, nbnnt returning* unanIniotis2 

A. I lliink it was, or nearly so. 

y. Wn-c in^lruclinu!^ given (o Major Vaidiorne (o lake n" 
, hyc-palh ? 
I A. I nnilei'alond (here were. 

Q. Wa^i not llrownstown to lie avoided ? 

A. I tbiiik be waa inslruetcd lo avoid Brownstowii. 

tl, Mils Ibu I'uree that atlai-ked Major A anbut-iic any 
nihcr tliHH oi' IitdinnM ? 

A, X do not know> bnt nnderslood so. I IwUeve a delacli- 
niont orUritiab troops im^sed over tVuni Maiden, during th>: 
J^'i-c anil af'lirr Major > aidiornuN netion. 

y. Wa« tbe eouneil. at wliivli Die field otTieers were, ealW 
i>|iQr(ly nl'Icr our arrival in Canada ! 

.\. I do not know, but presume it was, 

*Ji. Was not the ijiieslioii — Mlietbcr 3I»blrii -.Iiould bv 
Dtlnekrd ? proposed in ibai cuuncil I 

A. I lliink il un". 

Q. Did 1 not iitatc to lUh coimeil dial lire arlillei-} \\:m nut 
prejiart'd, having only pounders I 
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j^. I cannot say. Il h jiiitlinljlr. 

Q. Ditl I nut stall- to tUe council lliaL Uic eaeiu; ul 'hlMtS 
liiiil IS und ^k puuiuIcTs i 

A. Very pi'obaltl^. but I ilo not rccwllcct it. 

Q. Did I not titatc thai wo must rely u|)on Uic bajoocl 
;« loni', for want or(;annon ^0 malvC a brcacli i 

A. 1 liiink^au did. 

H. Did I not submit to tlicconimaDdorsni' new (mops, that 
if ihey wen- rontid<'nt iu Uieir ilepi-iidcnce upon llif h- men, to 
storm regular tvorktt manned Willi i-cgulat- trm^Si and tliat 
witli (tic bayonet. I would lead ilicm 1 

A. 1 lliink Gen Hull uiiglii. liavt: liad tlio valuur) btit ai to 
Ills offer to lead thorn, 1 do not recollect it — my opiniua uud 
impression was, and 1 believe it was that of commanding ' 
officers of regiments, Ibat Ibc araiy eotild lake tlic fort. 

Q. Wlial wast llie opiuiuti of tbis Council ■' 

A. I think that by u iimjorily of one, it was agreed to 
wait for the heavy ordnanee,' 

Q, Did I not state on the 7tb Auguiit, proYJou* to Ihc rc- 
Irnil to Detroit, that my oycet in relurninj; to Detroit was to 
ooncPiJtralo niy foi-eea, the Iiettcc to open my comwuuicatiwn 
with the river Kiiisin ? 

A I recollect that Central Dull, on lh« evening of the 
retreat. cndenvouiL-d to salisly tlic offiecrs (that u, the com- 
nmndurs of regimcn(s) that the evacuation would be proper 
(or tlio purpose slaleil in the question, but they thought dif 
rerently— The tiencral ordered lii» own opiniuii to he eaiTied 
into effect, eonsidcriog bImscU'as the i-cajtonsihic person .: ob- 
serving farther that he thought llic act proper, and although 
his son, hisoflicers and every person were against him, Jie 
nonid act agrecaldy to Lis own judgment. 

V. Did 1 not inform you. previous to crosaing. that Dit^jor 
<'haiiihet'S(of the 41»l Uritisb regiment was aiUaaeing (Vow 
l''«rt (ieoi^ agiiiiiHt utn- ui'iiiy at the head of Lake Ontartu. 
(Moravian groundsj with artillery luid an additiuniil furee of 
militia? 

A. Urn. Uull statril that Major C. was at the head of 
liver French, with aortic regulars and soino Jmliansi ami 
«;i»j-aiainf; the militia. 1 belitvc llii'j was previous to our 
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leaviD); Cantuln, but ani Dot cerlftin : tbe distance bclwcPii 
Ilolroit and rhcr Frencb, wliere Major C. was, is one hun- 
dred and twcnlj' miles. 

Q. Wus not thu marcli llirough tlie wiMcrncBa a heavy 
aod fatiguing one ? 

A. It was : aud Gen. Hull hurried aa as much as vt»* 
proper. 

Q. Do fOii not recollect tay oHcr for the buililing of 
several block houses i 

A. Tbcru were two completed on our march ; one com- 
mfrncedt but left inconiplele ; and a detachment was left at 
Itlianii to build a fourth. The army marched from Dayton 
to 8(.mton, with a view of taking a different route from the 
oce taken. 

Q. Da you recollect a council of war held at my liou>e. 
at Detroit, on the 9thi Jul}'< and what was said and don« ? 

A. I do. The order from the Secretary at war was 
submitted to the oourt, directing you, on your arrival at 
Detroit, to take measures for aecuring your post, and to 
wait further orders. At that time it ap{ieared as if the 
encnty were erecting batteries on the opposite shore : it 
however subsequently appeared that it was not the ease. II 
was my opinion, and that of the other officers generally. 
that you ought to cross the river witliout further orders. 
My imprcHsion was that Gen. Hull agreed to cross the De- 
troit, without further orders from the Secretary of war. 
Gen. Hull wRs very much eDibarrasacd and was relieved by an 
order received that very night. 

Q. When did you arrive at Detroit after thceapitala- 
tion ? 

A. Uft Iho same day after dark. 

Q. Weru not all Ihe militia who had joined the army, 
4-xeeptiiig twelve hundred, unaulhorizcd hy government i 

A. f do not know. J understood that twelve hundred 
were required by government from Ohio ; all ihu rc'^t were 
taken under the responsibility of GuTcmar Meigs. 

Here the crusa examination of Brig. Gen. Casi was closed : 
md \in was re.cxamincd by the coiirr. 
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It's oniur of llie ITth August, marked " tiiken of 
GiMi. I'l'ORtui-" was proilucvd. Il w»» tliifcleil to tlie eom- 
mantlinj; ofnoci> nt tlic Rapids, desiring him to surrendi-i- 
ivitli hiM tiiQp ns being included in llio Gapitiilation, and lie- 
loii^ingtoMicliigan territory, a distance nrmany miles fpom 
i>etroi1— Uem^i-al Cass sniit tliat 30 or iO men of the Ohio 
militia niadi.-n(rand n-hirti<;it home in safely, after giving nodce 
(o t'uptain Bi-usli, wlio also returnt^d liomc witli his detach- 
ment, nithotit regardiDg (hu capitulation, of which he lioard. 

Hm-e M'Arthm-, page 8*. was referred to by tlit Judge 
Advoeale, as to matters of opinion) in consequenee of which 
fartlierqiit'stions (o General Cass were waived. 

i^enci'al Cass then said thai at the time of the evacuation of 
C^mada ; but thinks, alter that event ; if GeneJ-al Hull had re- 
tired ftoniDeii-oit to take up a posittun at Raisin, in his opinion 
the Ohio volunteers would hare left lilm-The witness does not 
iieollect that General Hull suggested (o him the idea of such 
a retreat, a« an event whiuh a subsequpnt state of things 
might rei|uire ; or iliat be told General Hull that the Ohio 
luilitia would leave him : allbongh he thinks they would have 
done so, under the idea of a surrender — hut that if it was 
deemed n necessary and proper step they would not. 

f^nlina by Ihe Cowl — Were the orders for detachments 
from lh« urmy regularly necompanied with direetiuns, in the 
general order, for the number of rations to be issued and 
taken with the detachment ? 

A. 1 do not recollect ; but I rather think not 

Q. Ry General Hull. 

When the detaehment under General M'Arthur arrived 
near Detroit, on Ihe day of the surrender, did it not oceur (o 
ytiu tbnt some signal might bo given to the fort, ioformtng 
them of your approach ? 

A. Before we got near enough lo the fort to make any 
signals, wc beard from a Frenchman tlial the fort had sur- 
ri^nderctl, which van done when llic detaehment was i or 5 
miles from the forL We aUo saw Indians catching borM« 
and shooting cattle. 

'ilie eourl adjourned (o Monliy nti\t. 
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iUh ijaij. Monday Sist, Jaaiuivy. tSi'i. 

Tilt- Court mul, pur§aiint rt> »<ijnurnni(fntt \tUpn mujur iu 
nnb Snclling. orUiv-Vlli Inraiilry, eaUcd uu Die {mrtoflhe 
li". S.'fi'Hs enorn and cxaminttl : Me s(u(H that lie joinril the 
N. W. apiny at TJrljiina. and remained with il as captiun 
unlil (he aiii-n-ntlpr to general Bi-flck— tliat he nevrr licanl of 
nn_\ oi'ilcr ot'l)attlc — llial lio understood there waJ( an order of 
mattih, but never saw it proiii«l{^lc<l in onlcrs : that the ui-ii>> 
luurvlied with an atlvanecd guard and llankHii; purtii-))( and 
arrived at the rapidft on or alxtut the 30(h June — that \w 
hvuvi there \Yns a nic?tsiigc in eanip from Washington ; that 
the first iuttmaltun he had of the hiring ofn vessel was on 
Ibc isl Jul;, when i.'»]. Kfiiirr eailed at the ottiecrs tcnt<i 
and tohl (hem (liey must put their haggiif;!' on boarit iil~ 
teasels fnc Detroit. That tlie army arrived at SpHiijf^wellK 
wi (he 5th JuTj', that on or about the 6th or Tth, the whole 
army marched Ihrougli Detroit in the morning and re- 
Inmrd in Ihc aflemoon ; on the dth or 7th niurehed rrom 
Spi-ingwells — on llift sth or sth niarnhed with Itnggage and 
rarop e<|uipage iiml cncauifmd in (he n^ar of the town vl' 
Detroit — it ifinained tliert* unlil the IStli, when the whuJit 
arin^' cros:4ed over into Canada: Gen. Hull, as ivitnexs he- 
lirvca, crossed over with the last division ol' the arm>. 
That \titnes3 was in Canada about 16 daj-H <nilh llie arm>. 
during which time laligiie jiarties were detailed every day ; 
thai witness then relurneil lo Detroit with a deiaehtnonl 
under Col. Miller, (o pn^pare arlillei-y ht^ fofihe attack hii 
Muldfu ; but does not knotv il' Ihe detaehmenl naa employ- 
ed on that serviee — that ho waa in Ihe delaehmcnt under 
Cul. Cuss that took the bridge ; that it van the opinion ol' 
the onieersgenertilly. and he believes ananimouHly. that the. 
possfSMion of Ihe bridge was of great inipnciance (uwnnls 
taking Mald*-n — lh»r (his opinion »-n« cnmmiiniv^led lo Gen. 
llull. who returned an answer, leaving it lu the discretion ol' 
the officers ; upon which ihey dciei-inined lo rtaeuatc the 
bridge. 'I'ljal Hie ttFficrrs did not persist in their opinion, hc- 
cansctheyllinughltOrathMsthedid, Ihnlthe (.ivn.«bouhlhave 
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uikcn the responaibilit; on hiiD^lf, xnd not liavellirown it upon 
Chv odiei^ra — lliat tlic principal i-Kasoa b^ wliic-li (lie uflicrra 
wore intluunoetl, \va» Uivir iliiukiug it was a pi-oprr [lusitiau 
for llie wmy, which, it was es[i«cleil wouhl niuve down : 
Itut that the distaDcc frnm Ihv tlien position of (he nrnij' wan 
ISO great for a picquct guard. Thai witness was tieni with 
a iriuforcement of I>clH'ei.'n 80 and 00 men tu rcinforec. or 
i-alher to cover tho reli-cal of Migor Vanlioi-n*", as soon as 
]| was roport«<l Ihxf lie wa» in dangei- ; hut that the detach- 
ment did not procci-d far licforc Mt^*^*' Vanhorne's pnvtj 
was met returning. That while wilness wan in oatnp ut 
Sandwich, an attack on llie Queen Chavlotle was «unteui- 
lilaled. 

Hero an objection uas made by Gen. Uull lu Major 
Soeiling's testifying to any thing not in the charges or hpe- 
cJlicallont upon wliiuh the Judge advocate siibmiltcd the fol- 
lowing ijuestiuns, whiuh were waived for the present. 

Q, Was an attack on (he Queen Charlotte conlemplaled, 
previous to (he eapitululion i--Were there any prcparalions 
made by our army (o carry it into effect ?—-was the plan aban- 
doned ; and what were (lie reasoiiii aiisigned hy Gen. Hull lor 
910 ubaiulouing it ' 

Miijur SnfJIiflg then stated that he remembers seeing the 
cticmy creeping Itatteries on the oppoailo side of Oeti'oit river 
un the nturnlng of the liitb .\ugust. that a cxiurl ofentiuiry 
was sitting to ini|uire into ttie conduct of Li. Hanks, when 
about 10 A. M. captain Fuller ^aw a white flag crosatng, ujion 
which Col. Alillcratljourni^d the court — that witness (hen pro- 
ceeded with Captain Fuller lo receive the Hag — (hat Ij. Col. 
_M*l)unah] and Ca]i( Glegg bore Ihe ilug. were blindfolded and 
uouducled by order of tieiieral Mull to a houoonoar the fiMt 
(100 or 200 yai-ds dislani) helonging to inajnr Hunt, civil oid 
to General Hull, until the eommunicalion was made to Gen- 
eral Ilnil, who directed the gt-utlemen In be detained ; which 
wax dune until S o'clock I*. M. during which lime they weiw 
tineasy at their drlention— (hat nilness wetil inio Ihc xtreel, 
and aau captain Hull, aid do camp lo Ills latbvr, who »nid he 
had the IcHeria reply in hi'* poirker : but its'* ordered to witli- 
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hold it, unilcr llic idea of giving the army limu Top defouco. 
TTiat witness however siKin saw people running into Ihi* fort 
smilin all directions, carrying heds, &p. Tliat wiincBs and 
captain Fuller were stationed near Hunt's house in (he cita- 
del yaid—thattltc rendezvous of the iTgimcnt was in th« Fort, 
(hat of the militia in the rear of the town, In the open ground; 
that he had no knowledge of the movements of tlie troo|is, or of 
any orders lieing given : tliul witnesa perceived with a g]aN» the 
«neniy taking down a building whieh covered a masked Irat- 
(ery erected hy Ihem ; and that in ahout an hour after Iho re- 
turn to their side of Lt. Col. M'Douald and Captain tilcgg. 
a firing of cannon eommcnced. xtpnn which witness formed hi«i 
comjiany and tho remainder of the llh regiiiienl (Col. Mil- 
ler being sick) in (lie citadel yai-d, and then repaired lowai-ds 
the fort) and on his nay met General Hull in the street, whom 
witness a^ked furortlers; when Ihc General dirccledhim to 
proceed (0 tho furf. and post his men in the ruiiipurls, which 
tvas done ; part of Ihcin put to (he guns and olhcrs provided 
■with pikes. That towards sundown witness was onlci-cd with 
■17 or 50 men and a Held piece (+pr.) to Spring Wells (about 3 
udlcs distant) as a piequet guaiil.^IIe had aho .1 dragr>ouH, lo 
serve nscxpresHcs in caso of need— that llio Queen Charlude 
on (he same day had moved up the river, directly opposite to 
Springwclla j that llie otilers witness received were, (o take a 
postal Springwellx, report any movcmenta of the enemy whieh 
hi: might discover, and rciurn hyhi-eak of day, ao aa (o avoid 
the fliv of the Queen Charlode which lay iu (he middle of the 
cjinnncl — lha( the shore was mucli liiglier than the dcekit 
of that vessel, and the river at Springwclln nhom 3-* of a 
mile hroad ; tliat (he detachment coiihl have uiuvcd liy 
oilier routes, hul not tlic artillery, iind (hat the road was 
directly on the shore. That witness sent a dragoon to eoin- 
inuuicale lo Gen. Hull ; that Col. Taylor and Major Jesaup 
>rsitcd SprinsncIU. aad were consulted on the exiiwlicney 
of liaving a ■iH)r. Iiroughl, to be posted on (he artificial mound, 
w ith a view lo dislodge the Queen Chnrlolto from her mimi- 
fags ; that anotlu-r ilmgoon wasdespaclhed to acfiiiaint Gen. 
Hull verbally, that those officers coincided in opinion with 
witness that H^lpouadei- would do well, and that thev 
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fccomtnended il to G€d. Hull— tliat tlic di-ugonu ruluniet) 
Willi BD answer, that a av pouoder coulil not be H'aiis[)«rte(] 
ovGi- llii! bridge ; wliiub tiridge. witness says was nliout 12 
or Ik feet liigh. and s or 10 yurds long, and built of wood — 
that i^pt. Hull was alsu there and pro[>o.sed ri'cmn mending 
it to Gen. Hull lo ncuA u Zi, [toundvr. That witness heard 
ot no mititarj' mnvcim'nis during the nigbt; he lieard oars, 
which Wnipimsed were in two or ihtvo buals, passing from 
(he QuecA Charlntte to the Brig JIuntcr or lo tlic Enemy's 
shore. 'Hint witness thought, with the other offieei-s that a 
Hi. pounder couhl have been transported across the bridge. 
That witncsa retur-ned lo tlic fort at Hetroit ahout dawn of 
day; soon after which the cannonading and lionibardment 
coinmenecd from the enemy, and were iTlurned bj the 
Ameriean batleriea on the river, but not from the fori. 
That ahont 7 o'clock in the morning the British were seen 
I'l-om the ramparts, crossing (he livcr, which was i-cporletl 
by witncBB to Gen. Hull : (hat no resistance, which witness 
knows or was maile cither to their landing or to their ap- 
proneh — (hat two nhots took efl*ect un us, one of whieh killed 
two eommiaiiioned officers and a surgeon, and wounded 
another surgeon, the other killed two privates. That soon 
afterwards Tapt. Hull was sent aeross the river with a Hag 
of truce, and witness was ordered by Gon. Hull to 
proceed to Col. Findla.v, who was stationed with M^jor 
Denny atid his RegU aboiil four hundred yards in 
advance towards Springwells, and direct him to rctrenf In 
tite fort. 'J'hat the arliller,v, ammunition and {)art of the t-th 
Regt, were at the batteries, two of which were on the banks 
of tlnrriTor, the other in Judge Woodward's garden — th« 
.Michigan ntilitia were in llii; rear of the town. That witness 
ilelivei-ed the order to Col. Kindky who apjiearej unwilling 
10 obeyit by inarching liis Jtcgl. into the fort. That, after 
this service, witness repaired to the battery commanded by 
Major Anderson, whero a British offieer, Lieut. Duor, of 
Ihtt Qnarier-mastcr's dciiurtmeiit, arrived with a man bear- 
in;; a Hug oflrUBc. to know why our Hag wa^* sent over Iho 
river; thai witness replied ho believed it had been sent with 
:» mc(s«3ge from Gen. Hull lo Gen. Brock, who was sup- 
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po»c(I lo be 00 lUe otlirr side or tho river. TTial «i{n4-9<s 
(lii-u sent Lt. Uunl »n hftr^fbuck (a Hen. Jlull. who rruirn- 
cd with a sealed paper I'roni Geo. Hull. addi-i'»«ed <n Grn. 
Brock, with dirrcliimtt lo witness to procred ra (jrn. Braek 
wilh llic same. Tlial wilucss i-ai-riitl and drliwcn-d (he iwie 
(o Gen. Brock, wlio na< h«a litiailrtd yan)» in aihani-e oC 
Uie head of his colimni, without any advimcv-gitanl. That 
the enemy was thm near the hnuse at whieli Ugetoi- Ili-ni-y 
rcsidnl, about 3-i oP a mile, or a mile from ihS'MH at De- 
troit — that (lie nolo was, as Tar an witness reeuUects, faaviug 
seen it in the hands orLl. Col. M'Donald. 

Horc an ohjection was token to this part of the evidence, 
Ity thcpriMineri whodcsired that tlie ijuestions, in the prcxent 
point of cniiniry, shmdd be laken down in writing : and that 
the answer should he taken to each inlerrogatory distinctly-. 
The following questions were then put. 

Q. Was the note brought to you by LI. Hunt, the one 
delivered by yuu to Gen. Brock ? 

A. It was. 

Q. l)i(l you sec this iiote afterwards? If so, when and 
where; and what reason hare you for believing it to bo (be 
same! 

A. 1 did. Ovn. Brock put it info the hiinds ofLt. Col. 
M'Donald in my presence ; and while Col. M'Uonald and 
Cnpt. Glegg were en^a^d in writini; the articles of eapilu- 
latiun, I saw Col. ftl'Douuld lay it on the tabic or writing 
desk. I thru read it as it lay on Ihv- tahic or Avtk, and have 
■0 doubt it was the same pa|Hn- 1 handed to Hen. Brock. 

Q. Were you ac<tuuin(ed wilh the hand writing of Gen. 
Hull ? 

A. I had seen it many liiucs. 

V. Had yoii nl ihe (iiH» uiiy duutil that it >vas in (hi' 
hand writing of Gen. HuN 1 

A. Anne at all. My opinion is founded upon (lie know- 
ledge I have of the General's handwriliiigi and the eir- 
oumstaoees under which the note was delivered lo me. 

Q. Were tlic British ollii-pra eundueted to the place 
Hhcrc the articles ofcapilulalion were drawn op, in const- 
'lucnee of tliat note; und were the v I here met \>i Gen. 
Hull ?• 
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A. After I ilvlivereil Oie uote> Hnu. Brock asked ml 
wliptdei- 1 wa« nuliiorized to agrc« (o settle the tcrmg : I 
iv()lif d that I was not. He then ilireulcd Col. M'DonaM 
and Capl. Gltrgg, to aironipanj' nic to the fort ; when on (he 
way, wc were met Ity soiuc person (whom I do not recullevi) 
who dirocted uh Io a iiian|iir« whioh had hern pitched a 
short time befui-et as I iiDdt-rstuud, Uy the ordei's of Gen. 
Hull. 

Q. VMial wore the cunlcnis of (he note i 

A. I eantiat now 8pe«k with ccrlaioljr : but m; best re- 
•ullcclion is that ttcftninined these woi-ds. " Sir. I agree to 
suiTfojlvi* the Tort and (own of Detroit;" and wbh signed 
*• William Hull," Brig. Grn. linitt-d States arm}-. I conxidf r- 
cd at l\n: time Uiar ll watt a Mirremlcr without slipulalion — 
1'lie wilnoHs woulil nut uiidertakc to say that what lit' hud 
staled wtu the whole subslanee ufthu note; hut he believed 
it was. 

Witnrsi^ then pi'ocevded in the usual manner to trtate furtb«r> 
and said, that Capt. Hull, who had been sent over the rivei- 
with a flag, did noi relnrn until after Ihf Ilritifth flag was 
hoisted- -That (len. Hull eame within a few paces of the- 
maniuce in which Ol. McDonald and Captain (ile^wcre: 
that Gen. Hull was conversing with Col. Findia;, who spoke 
«ith considerable warmth ; that witness did ant hear dis- 
tinctly, but undei'Htood that he. Col. Findlay, would have 
nothing to do with the eapitulaf ion — that Lf. Col. Miller ajid 
Ciiptain Brush wfiv dii-ented to eoorcr. and did eunler with 
the OHiish Uflieers with ii-speet to the terms ofthe capitula- 
tion — that Lieut. Col. Miller at the time had a violent fit of 
dgue. and lay on the (;roimd while the odiecrkwcrc engaged 
in (leaning up tlic ai'tielea of capitulation ; that many of the 
American oflicers assembled near the marquee, when Gen. 
Hall desired them to retire j and that witness, who was one 
of them, retired aceoi-dingly. 

Witness tlien staled that during the cannonade of the Ifllh. 
he saw Gen. Hull gel up onee fur some jiarlicular puqiose. 
and perhaps twitw ; and that, during the reshlite of the lime. 
be was sitting on an old (vnt, or suiuelliing of that Mort, en 




ttic gfBonA, niih liu lock aguiii.t (be r3iiii»rti, and oader 
iliecurt&iD ncarv^I ihr enemy. 

Ucrei ttl (liv jwlicitatimi of ibi.^ iiriioiifir'd coudm^I the re- 
niamdcraf tbc nMciiM' hus tu be tukca ilown bj' qDcstioa 

Q. Were (be a{ipoiiniO(T, comlnct And cuatcrHa(iun or 
(iea. [full tttrtt tu tu imliitc a bclicr that be was uotlcr (be 
influence ol'persoaxl ft-jir? 

A. 1 liavi: al«av4 iiiidi-rslnotl llia( (lie inuimt ul' fear k 
iiHllca(rd by r«i-(ain louka and avlion^i ; and, juilgbtg Tniui 
[Kui kiwwledge on (ha( subjrct, 1 tliuugtit hiiD owlcr (be in- 
Ituvncn »r r«ar : bis wbole coiidiii;! uiu<Iv that imprt^ssion an 
ijiv wind at ilic (Juii- — I'fae rcaaunit lliat tniluccd ate (o draw 
tba( cimeliKtlni) were; (bat thn Gencml selected (he tuifctl 
[dace rn (h« tor( Tor biti neat, on an ubi lent on Ibe ground 
and U'anod aj^ainm th« i-atii|)nr(H between the guanl huii^e iiod 
tbe gate: bi§ vulee (remhlcd when he 9p(lkl^— ho appavcnlly 
uncontK'ivudly lilk-d bis nioulb with lobiieeu, |iu(ting in (|uid 
»\\vt rjiiid, more (Iian Itr genci-all; did i the spittle eoloui'ed 
wilU tobaecu-jiiivc iiin from bis inoutb on hh iieekelotfa, 
bcaM, ernvut and vc«(^ba nould rub the lower part of Ids 
I'llce, which was ajiparenllj c<t*rri'd with vpiltle; be wait 
i-i'pcnii-iU> iiifoi-n«*d Ibat the eoeuij were crossing tbe river. 
Iiiithr (ouk no measures lo t»[yoM: tbciu, wilb nhiub I am 
nr()iiii{n(ed. 

Thn wllneoN then prOcrvded lo &latc that (bo Auieman 
li nop* witi'e called hilu tbe ror( — whivb was very iiiueli croud- 
illi hi'diiu Ihfl nrtivli^v oT enpitulalion were signed. Tha( 
wliitnOen. Hull was inrui'med that theeDcni}' wen; ertixAinj;. 
h« iiiHfItt nn iilber un»wer lo Lieu(enant I'ecklnim ((o (lie 
hti»wli>dK<- tirwitnena) than " are (hej eoniing E" Tlial wil- 
lU'u Mliiiid til the enrner of a ^lip leading to tbe ^ate of (he 
fitrt, and ii(l('m|ileil to eouul tbe Briliitb troup:^ on entering 
ihti fl>rt — tliiil ibe Iniops in advance were the H»l. in pla- 
tniin* of foiii'li'i'n Hies, us well .ih (be York niili(ia volun- 
(nn^— Iwenly iiitte pbitoonH. two deep, In red eual>i — tini( Ibe 
militia |ihiloon< eonsi^'ed of no mure (iian scvcu or eight lilcn. 
and eompoked one ibiril of llic whole force — probably seven 
1 HBd nny viMtci—otv^ch tbe rcnmiuiRg two UUiits 




Am toffOMts atli] uniform militiB. Witness su) 
[ndixn Torce to linvu been more ihad one liuDilred and lU'tjt 
although ho only saw iibuut that nuuihei- drawn up lo fire a 
RAluti^ Hs he understood. 

Witness says that (he spirit of tlic Amcriean troops to 
meet tlie enemy wasi in his opinion of the most laudable 
idni], and he believes pcn'aded the whole of tbem, but cer- 
tainiy his regiment, the ith — and that when at Trbana he 
nas at a grand parade ; which was the ouly lime he saw 
the whole of the troops together for parade. 

{(ueslion by ttie court — What was (he state of the discipline 
oflhoarmy, generally? 

A. I never saw the army parade but once at Urbana* Bod 
therefore cannot judge — ! can answer only for the Mh 
regiment. The ith regiment had been on service four 
years, and was in good diseipline. 

The court adjourned to (he next da^. 

Utk day, Tuesday, Feb. IKh, ISlt. 

The court met pursuant to a^joumment, and was opened 
by Gen. llull's waiving the oltjection taken by him ycsler- 
dity to the examination of Major Smelling res[)ecting (ho 
(jueen Charlotte — The Judge Adroeatc howerer eonsidered 
(he objection a valid one. the subject matter of that ship not 
being contained in the speeitleationt and therefore would not 
at present avail himself of the General's |)ci-mi3sion. Mayor 
tioiolling's esamination was then continued. 

The witness stated (hat he informed Geo. HuU| on the 
morning of the surrender, that the ammunition out side the 
sliouhl bo brought in — that a detachment from (lie 4Ili 
regiment was ordered to remove it { in which business wit- 
ness saw thcfu engaged, and supposes nineteen or twenl; 
cu^ks of one hundred [lounds each, were brought in — (bat be 
neverhcard it suggested by any individuali before (he capita 
lation, that (hen; was a scarcity of either provisions or ammu- 
nition. That after the battle of Brounslown a requisition 
was made for a(|t)un(ity of ammunition, to complete (hirtv 
riiunds for each man of the Itb regimentj awd vh\rh thn,T bail 
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ever saw any pcrson"-hc had used sa much toliiteeo as (o have 
the lower part of tiisfiice much discoloiii-ed by il. 

Cajtt M'Cormidk, continuing his evidence, stated that t(i« 
troops tliat wci-o out on tliu lines marclied into ilio fort about 
the time the Bi-Uiith offioeM. Gmifral Hull and Col Miller and 
Brush went to the officers* quartern— that to the bnt of his 
recollection. Col. Pindlaf's n'gimcnt w&sonlhatdayIietwt;cn 
430 and k60slrong<whomarehedinto the fort— that there n-ere 
under arms, outside ofthe fui-t, (and who also niarehed in) in- 
cluding Col. I'^ndlay* regiment) Major . from colooel 

M'ArthuKs regiment, the company of waggoners belongiag 
(0 oaptaiu Kemper, part of Col. Cosi's regiment under Capt. 
Sanderson, and a detachment ofMieliig-an militia under Ll. 
Brad;,a Dninber which he eblimated at !>ctwcen 800 and 1000 
men— that the fort was very much crowded— that the spirit 
of the men formed outside the fort was cvineod by Ihcir say- 
ing, they would hare an oirimrtanitif (rf remigins Ihemscheg 
for tlifiJ^itrks th^y hail rcceirrd, btj friHiitg most of Hie entmy- 
that many of the private soldiers were siicn to shed lesirs in 
abundance on receiving tlic ordem ofsnrrender, that the pick- 
et fence, behind wliieh Col. Findlay's i-egiment was pusfed, 
was generally ao close as that the rails nearly touched each 
other* and many of the men employed f oniahawhs (o open u 
epacu for their muskets — thai on the cTcntug of (lie 15lh, the 
quarter-master supplied Col. Findlay's reg. with as many eart- 
ridgen as the boxes eould contain — that he never heard any 
complaints of the (fiinnlifj/ of the provisions or ammunition, 
though lie did ofthe quality; nor were any appridirnstons 
entertained of a searcity, ihci-c being ia the town plenly of salt, 
of pork and sheep, grain and stock. 



Q. Uou long Has it after ll>e cannonading ceased, Iiefoit' 
jour Ileg, marched from (he picket fence .' 

A. Prolialily from one to three quarters of an hour. 

Q. How long was it after t|«j caoiionading (hat you arriv- 
ed at the fort ? 

A. .Ifjoul half an hour. 




Q. Did you^not see tnc at tlie picketed fence wIicd CtA. 
Fin<tlti}« regiment was lliere 7 

A. J saw yna once that inurning ; it appears to me it was 
llwrc. 

TIic C9urt atljourned to the next day. 



iSih dat/t Wednctiay, Zd Feb. 181t> 



Tlie court met pursuant (o adjournment, when Brig. Gen. 

ti-al Duncau M'Arlhur «as swoni, and stated— Tliat he lie- 

longed to llie North Western army i-onimanded by Genci-al 

Hull, ant) was elected to iho eommand of the Isl rej^ment of 

Oiiio volunteers at Dayton ; that ihey marehed from Oaytou 

to Slaoton. and thenvc lo Urbana — that Le knowa of no matc- 

l-ial oecurreuee in the army until its aiTival at BUnchard's 

fork, now known by the niiuie of Fort Findlay. That on or 

about the evening of the ii6th June, an exiirvss an-ived fiitm 

Chillicotbe with a letter handed to General Hull, who, aftur 

reading it, gave it lo the witness ; the witocss thinks it was a 

_ letdT from the SccreUiy of war, dated I8th June, 1 812-tbat 

^b^ be oaunuf rei-ollecl the whole precise word;, but thai the sub- 

^1 fitanoe was " that circuraatances bad occurred ibcre (at 

^M Washington) whicli rcndemdit noceasai^ for General UuU to 

^M proceed lo Dclroil with alt possible expedition, prei>are for 

^K defene^ and wait farther orders." — that witness aUa received 

^^h Ijy flio sitine express a lellt^r from a friend at ChiIli«otlie> 

^^B S'*'''1S ^ posiscript, said lo be from a letter from General 

^^P Worlbingtou, scnalor iu Congress. 

^^M Q. Do you know Ibal the hitler you itpeak of U in exisl- 

^H en<'e 

^H Here arose an oitjeetion. un (lie part urGen^t-iil Uull, to 

^M parole evidence, •• unless it be proved lliat the letter has been 
^M lost nr destroyed." 

^1 A. I du nut — it may or may not he in exitttenec. 

H tl- Did you comoiunicute the eonleuts of that letter to 

H General Hull? 

^ . A. I 
^H Q. What were its ronienlf f 
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%t tlio Eurrundur, and (hat lie Ims no knowtrdgp ttraDy cauncU 
ofwarliclil on lli« occnsionot' the surrrndcf. — Ilet% thctU- 
rv«I queslioiM oftho Judge advocate ceased. 

Q. By a lueinUer of (h« Cwirl — Whnt was the nmotint of 
INc cPectivr Aiucricau f'nt^c a( Deti'tiit ? 

A. iTini unable to answer — The Uh rcginient aeconling lo 
lut recoUectiun had not iHm\> (hari ihive hundred and (nenty 
cBvetlve men — in the aggregate abont four hundred men. 

Q. Whether was it nsual for eommunders of ilctaeli- 
menls of regiments and of companici; to send daily for 
ordei^ ? 

A. Il was. 

Q. Whether were tho U. S. troops so plaend by the 
urders of Gen. Hull, as lo prevent (hcui from acting with 
eftbct i 

A. Ttic main body of troops were so crondcil in tlio fort 
as lo rendiT it inipoHs^ble for them lo aet nfTensiTidj' — Ihnt 
is( just before (he ariii'lesoreapilulation were agreed upon — 
tlie onlers were given to Col. l-'inillay SininediaUly after 
five, when the flag wus sent hy Capl. Hull. 

CnpSS-EXAMINEU BY CiiiNERAL HULL 

Q. From wliom did jou receive jour orUcrB lo rcluin 
from your afalion at Spring WellH at day light on the morn- 
iDgoi;the itilhf 

A. Feom bOtac person in the General's family — I do not rc- 
colleel whom. 

Q. Yoo say, by one ofthr! General's family : do you mean 
fcy one of ills aids, or by whom i 

A, From Brig. Miyur Jessup, I belieTei but am not 
ccrtAin---on my return I n'|iorled tuyiclf to General Hull. 

MaJorBncUcy.on Hreviialofthecvidence, here slated that 
(here was a man ealled Col. Wallnce, not rueognized by the 
oflieerS) w ho wore two t^pauk't!!. 

(t- Did you rcliu-n with your detachment alone, and at 
whu hour? 

A. I returned wilh my di-laebmcnt helorc day. I think 
day-davD was [icrceptiblc on my amval n( (lie fort, bnl am 
not eertnii). 
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Q. Wlippe did you first go to when you rcluraed from the 
etlifingivfiUs ? 

A. Tlie piece of HPliUwy I left at IIih gate of tlio ciladel ; 
m; detadiBMnt 1 itmi-clicti with iiilu the fort. 

(J. Were you in lied after you rctumetlj and how long bc- 
fuL-u Ihv lirinj; commiMii'»d i 

A. The piece of ai-(illei-y 1 left at the gate ofthc Citadel 
my deluchnient f marched wKli into the fori. 

Q. Were you in hcd after your rclurn, and how long 
before the fii-ing couiuienced iu (he niorning ? 

A. On my return I vni|uired for Gen. flull, and couM 
iind no one who eouM tell me ^vhere he was. 1 then went 
into a room occu|)ied by Capt. Dj'son, and threw mysdlf iIoh'r 
upon a straw hedi ami had been (here but a f^w minutes, 
liaving soarccly lost ray recollection, wlien I licar*) a gun 
fired. 

Q. After you reporled to the Ovueral tliat the enemy 
were cnissing. were not the troops at the alarm post and 
at tlie fort, and formed between (he enemy and the fbrt ? 
"VVhnt (roops were (here so foruiod, and how formed ? 

A. 1 did not report on uiy arrival from Springwells that 
(he enemy was crossing. I afterwards discoveix-d (liem from 
(he i>ara|iet3 : at (he (imc it was reported they were eross' 
ii^ the Mb regiment was on the parapets: as (o (he dispo- 
sition of (he other troops I cannot «ay. 

Q. Wimre were Col. Findlay's corps, and the residue 
of Col. M'Arlhur and Cass's at lliiii time ? Or where dEd you 
find Diem when you were ordered (o Col. I-'indlay to dii-eet 
tiini (o I'etreat? 

A. I fbund Coh Flndley in advance of Uie fort towards 
the enemy, behind a picket fence. 1 tbink^M^j. Denny was 
a ll((le in the rear, on the left flank. 

Q. Was J in the fort wheu (he ollicers were killed? 

A. I do not know that Geo. UuU wm iu (he fort. I saw 
film immediately after. 

Q. How hmf; was it, aRer the officers were killed, (hat 
the white flag was hoisted ? 

A. I did not know (hat (he white flag was hoisted, nor did 
I sec one untU in the hands of Capt. Hull ; and (hat was n 
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short time after iJie officers were killed — perbapi an boiir, 
or fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Q. Was it after I came into tlie fvrt and before the while 
ag was in Capt. Huira hands^ that you saw me in the dm- 
ation deaeribed ycBteitlav F 

A. I cannot say it waa at that time thai I saw Gen. HiiU 
ill tlie situation desorihed — I Ihink it was at the lime Capt. 
ilnll was fixing the wbi(e flag oo the slafi^the (jeuei-al was 
standing near the ramparts. 

Q. Fa it not within your recollection that I was several 
times that morning on tiovsebaclt. uitb Culonel Findlcy's 
regiment, the Micliigan militia) in the upitcr [tart of (be tuwa 
aad al the batteries ? 

A. I think ttie Geiieial was out of (be furt that tnui'niii^, 
but where T eannot sav — 1 saw liis lioi'se liud in Ihe passage. 

Q. M'as I not out during the cannonade f 

A. Not to my kuowleilgc. 

1}. Uow did it happen Ibut you sent your orderly book by 
the vessel to Detroit ? 

A. I had hilt one targe trunli for my ba^ago, and a srniitl 
norlRianlau which would nut contain the twok — I was order- 
ed 10 send my bag^ge, and of course sent (be book. 

The cross examination was here ended, for the present. 
Major SncUing was again esaniine^-by tlic eouri and stated— 
That wlien the enemy were crossing, lliey were observed 
Iiy witness and other officers from tlie )»ara|>et — lliut (ien. 
Ifull was then standing on the ground, on (he parade wilbin 
the tort u^f"! he does not recollect seeing Gen. Unit on tlic 
parapet to view the enemy; who, when titey had crossed. 
ver« out of sight of the witness in (lie fori. Witness huartl 
no order fi'oni Gen. Hull for the purpose of aseertaining (be 
number of the enemy's foi-ee, nor did he know ol' any mcasuros 
being taken for that purpose— That, when the first i-ciHirl was 
made that the enemy wei-e^-crossing witness stood by, and is 
tonlUlent no order for thai purpose was given, but measui-es 
jniglil have been taken afterwards wirtiout bis knowledge— 
Ca)»(.Sttwii..W'C(>mtcfe,o/C/.S.Raiiger8, being sworn, said. 

iiut he belonged (a the north western army under the eom- 
dofOeu.UulI, that be joined it at (Jrlianit and eonlintted 
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wiUi it until Uie «apltitlRtioR — that bj^ ilcsii-e oF the Govei-nor 
he Huttiil as ailjutanl lu Co]. Findlay 's Rug. of Uhio voluntcei-s, 
tbat lie reoollcots (liitanhiiiunts being fretjuenllv taken rrom 
tbnt regiment— that Ibose ilctacbiiicBU were fi-erjuently de- 
tained fur want of {irovisiunsf Bomi-tiRies half a day, and tbat 
Ihej' somctunca went and retuined without anj — tbat be never 
knew an order issued tbtit the quaiHcr-niastor was to ili-av 
pruvieionii— tliat he was at Detroit at (lie time of tbo eapit- 
ulitlion— that Cul. Pindlaj'H regiment was encamped in the 
ri>ar ol'tlic town on the IRthi when the eaniiuuading commenc- 
etl — that (hey lay on (heir arms all night, and had a chain of 
ventuiuls posted nearly three bimdretl yaitls io advanve — that 
Capl. Kemper of the waggoners witli about thirty vol untcerat 
loruicd a picket guanl along a fence — that it was expected tlie 
savages would attaek fi-om the woods—that Capt Robinson, 
uillihi^ company was in a meadow — that during (he night he 
reecivcdnoordcrsfromO. liull-thatbe waanut present when 
Col. Findlay received oi-ders from General Hull on (be 16th 
August to return, but joined C'ul. Findlay after be had receiv* 
ed that order — that the Col. appeared dissatisfied and dhiress* 
cd, and almost determined not to obey it — tba( witueas had 
halted (WO of the eompanics, when the Col. rode up to him, 
and (old bim lo march on — that bt^twecn 9 and 10, A. M. wlien 
ordcriHl lo halt near the fort, on (be uulsiilc, Col. Findlay and 
witness dismoun(tHl fi-om their horses, went into the fort to- 
gether, and enquired for Gen. llnll, who was seen sitting on 
Homethiiig on the gi-ound with his hack to the ramparts — tliftt 
Col. Findlay asked Gen. Hull •' What in hell am I ordered 
here for i'* lo which ijuestiou the General, in a low Ircmbling 
lone of voice, replied, stating the number of men killed in 
the fort, (witness thinks three men) that a surrender would 
lie best — that be could procure better terms from Goncral 
Brock at that time (ban if he waited a storm— (hat (he reply 
of Col. Findlay was — terms .' lianDiation 2 wf can brat litem 
<ni Ike plain. / did not come htve to capitulate ; I ciuae to 
li^lit — Col. Findlay enquired wbei-e Col. Miller was, turned 
and left tlio General- -a moment aftcrwui-da I left him. The 
(ieneral, appeared niuih agilated, anil in as great fear ws 1 
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Findlty anil Miyor Jmn\t that the enemy bad fon»d an ca- 
eampmenl on (he opposite aide — Witness thinks he M-ot quar- 
ter-masrer General I'aj'lor and, he believes, Major Jessup (o 
inlbriu General Hull of the result of tbeii- observations, and 
with a request that he would send down some ImtiU, or Iiaro 
(hem GOllcctcd, and direel at what p(tln( (hey mif^hl he foiiiid. 

Gen. M*^\rthurwaa proceeding to slnto uiofe partieularl; 
the infurmation which quarter-master 'i'ajlur was instrueted 
to give G. Hull respecting an cni)nij''5 detachment bein^ on (tie 
opposite side ofihe river, and also that permission was rvijues- 
ted to cut them nlT, when the priiioner nddresaed (he Court Jtt 
the following words : " I beg that (he J. Adroeato ma; stute 
under what siteeificatiori the lesiimony now given is offered, 
and if It be not speeilied, under whieh of the ehai^ges i( if, I 
omect to it. I cannot be prepui-ed (o defend m_vseir against 
charges which have not heen exhibited. 1 pi-a,T tliat litis uh< 
jeetion mn^r be considered as extending to all the testimony 
General M< Arthur has given relative to the visit of the Itri- 
tisli officer, as well aa lo that he is now givmg relative to tho 
appearance of a British force while the army w»s n( S|)ring. 
welts I am) 1 pray that this objection may be entered on (ho 
minutes." — Whereupon the Judge Advocate wkivhI for the 
present the further examination of General M'Artlmr on the 
points objRc(ed lo. 

General M-Arlhiir, then eohlinuing his narrative, said 
(hat hethought. ami still thinks, tlie landing piaei'at Springs 
wells the hcst and most commanding place for a Imitery on 
Detroit river — one could have hren creeled ihei-e hy a few 
hands in a few hours— such a battery would have com- 
manded the plain within ennnon reach — there was none 
erected fi-om thelllh to the ifilbofAugnsI, nor at any other 
lime-.-that when (he army marched from Springwells lo 
Detroit, it took a haek rou(e, which General Hull staled 
was for the isiikc of preventing (he enemy f^'om ascertaining 
his numbers, and for concealing his movements fi-om Spring- 
wells — that the army encaui|>ed at (he hack of Detroit, and 
eontinuedi he believes, till the morning of t he 12lh July, when 
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mmI that nfCol. Fin(Iluv'§ wi-t-e in llie Rcrond division — hv \k- 
iicvi-s tlici'c vicve nol boats Huffii'icnl Cn iransfmri (lii; wlialo 
army at one litiir> — thtit ui't«t- liimlin;*. uti tlii^ opposite hIioi-c 
iifxrlj' apposite Optt-nit. (he pxpeelaiiuns of (lie witness were 
that the urmy would hitvc pruct'<-di-il on lowtii-iia Matdcn ; it 
was huwvivcr onteivtl loeneamp. which wuMdone ;vnil In that 
plaoc llic main hud^ of (he ai'tny reuiuined un(U it ret-rossed 
to Dt^li-oit, 

The (vilness then continue fo slute as rolloW8 — That on 
the da3f after the army orosaed the fiver, onlsrs were given 
by General Hull to throw up tin enti-vnehment round the en- 
campment, which was done — that when the army arrived 
tliere, (here was a pieke( fence un the upper and Itmer «(de of 
the eouampmeiit ; one nho on the rear, hut which not 
suiting the views of General ilull, wiih removed and plueed 
on (he hank side of the encumpment. That on (he evening 
ofihe tSlh.as wilnesB thinks. after the bank had been thivwn 
up, and after (he troops had lain down and taken Iheir first 
nap. General Hull sent for witness and told him he had re- 
ceived itifurination from Kunie dnigoons that a party of Indi- 
ans had lieen at Maiden and weiv seen redii-ning up the De- 
troit river towards the river Thnines, and directed witness to 
eall out ton or 120 men of his regiinent to Ih* Jnioed hy some 
from Cot. Findlays, with wliom he was nnleivd to mareh at 
a moment's warning and without provisions— ;tt the same 
time General Hull expressed a wish lha( witness should take 
and secure some flour which was on the river Thames — Hiat 
the detachment marched about seven or eight miles, when 
the men lay down to rest and conceal (heinsclvcs 'till day 
light, b«<ing withnu( provisions — that the nest morning (hey 
eontinued their rout until they were about twenty miles dis- 
tant from General IIull's camp, anil (hen halted, rooked a 
cow and bought some flour — on (heir march (hey saw some 
Indians, all of whom escaped, except a squaw and (hrec chil- 
dren — that the detachment then proceeded up (he Thames, 
prociirod a coasidernhlc ({uanlity of Hour and a numlfcr of 
hoats and canoes, and hranght (hem to (he main bndy. 

General M'Aiihnr then said that ahuut the time of his re- 
turn (n Camp from tho expedition just desc ribcti, Col. Cass 
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und Miller were i-cturning from i-Jvcr Aux Canards-- tlint on 
the nest Jay, as lie tlimka, CqI. Finillay was oi-dcrcd willi his 
dctaclimeut lo tliv saiiiu river, and. on tlie day auccetrding, 
unotlicr detaehment was ordered down under llie eoniniand of 
Cap!. Snclling ! perhaps on llio tliii-d day after liis return, 
wilness was orderi-d iliiwn to llie river Aux Canards, willt 
part of liis regiment, with a view to asccrlaln wliether tlie 
Queen Charlotte eould i-eaeh the hrldgc vvilh her sliot — that 
witness ascerlaincd pretty well ihul she was not inajiosilion lo 
ilo so — that he met dipt. Snclling dial morning, wliu said 
he had been at the bridge — that witness's delHehincnt fii-ed 
at long shot at some Indians, who were appi-oaehing the 
bridge, wliioli eireitnistancc dit-M oitt some troops from Mai- 
den — JO or GO men wearing red euals, some militia and about 
50 Indians, who were fired at ncroas the river— that fii-ca 
were cxehanged across the river Aux Cuiai-dsr and one or 
two of our men were wounded — that some guns mci-c at the 
same lime fired from the Uu^^n Charlotte, but whether with 
any, or \that liTcef, witness eannut say. 

The Court udjoiimed unit! to morrow. 

I'M iliiy, Tltui'sdaij. Fthrutinj Sil, ISIi. 

Tlic Court met pursuant (o ailjourumcnt, when Brig. 
General M'Arlhur eoutinned his nurrative as follows — 
That when witness was returning he met Col. Cubs also re- 
luming, and understood Ihat the Indians were kitting some 
of the inhabitants on tlic Petit Cot seKlemenl. That wit- 
tirss then returned with Co). Cass nnd found rhc infbrma- 
tion to I« incorrect — that he does not rerollcel any other de- 
laehnient having been sent down to river Aiix Canards, but 
©nc under Major Dennie, nine days al>rr witness had reliirn- 
cd, which was dereufrd i)y I lie enemy and relumed (o (he eurnp 
llw nest moiTjing — that fre<[oent ealls of ofReers eonimuuding 
regiments were umde by General Unit, resiiecting uieusines 
to bo pursued, at least, upon an uvrrnge. once a day, while 
Iheaniiywason the Canada h«1c; ai wirirli nieeiinRi General 
llidl was fre(|ucnliy urged to move on In river Aii\ Canards, 
•r down lo Mahicn— widiess thinks General Hull suid he 
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Only wailed (o Imve some cnnnon mounted lo make a brcacli 
in tlic fincmjN works at MaM«n. That about the lime wU- 
ncss returned Trom river Thames, or Fi-cnch, llic General 
Htattd Ihnt he stipjioseil eannon wouhl be read; iiia fewdaj's — 
sumelim<;9 he HBid !n Iwo dnys, siomctlnies in Tour, ut others in 
a we«k, ami so on— jdiUH were fre<iuenll; propuscd fur Inking 
down the eunnou (^^ pr.) to river Aux Caimnh — three fluat> 
ing halteric^ were eommcnced, Iwo eomplelcd, but witness 
docs not reeolicel whether befopo or after the Call of Mack- 
nnae—timt the o[iiDiona ot* tho Geo. and of (he fluid ol!I- 
Cers were frequcntlj' taken in the eouncils, ami that Gen. 
Hull declared (hat he apprehended (lint the i'iill of 
Mue4Uinc would indueo man; Indiana to deseend (he lakes, 
or to khowffr in from the npiici- lakes — Uu ihinlcs it was at 
that time that General Hull pruposed lo ereot a piekot fort^on 
the Canada .side ; hul the ofllcers llioughl, and it was urgirtl 
by them lu General Uull. ihut it would be more udvisoablo 
(0 make an immediate atlempl upuri Maldeu than lo delay a 
long time tu creet the fort ; wnd they fre<pienlly Mated toi 
him that there eould he no douhl of success, as there wa» 
fi'e<luenL inrormaliou, by deserters, of the enemy's force at 
Maiden, as well as concurrent reports of the mililia, some ot 
whom said that the regular force of tho Brilish did not exceed 
two hundred, others staled two hundred and twenty — tiiese 
mililia eould never give the exact amount of Ibc Indian 
foret'i liut supposed that fur the first fortnight it was from 
fifty lo one hundretl — Ihoy also staled that, at tho 
time of General Hull's crossing to Canada, the militia 
force was about live or six hundred, but that they wore 
daily dcierling, and thei-o was no douhl, but that they would 
leave Slald^n upon the first appearance of our army — Cum* 
manding ofticcrs were called ui>on by General JTull to ac- 
company him (o sclecl a spot for erecting a picket fort — 
several were pi-uposed by iicid alflccr>^. hut were not approved 
of by General Hull— at length a place was fixed on, by ailviea 
of itlajur (then Lieut) Anderson as the General staled ; but, 
in the witnesses opinion, one of the moid unmililary spots 
for a fort on the river, so fur as he had travelled—that wi(- 



aesi fnlft General Hull <lml ibc place vsm incapalile oriicii>f{ 
well for) Hied, pointt-cl oiil lo lilm lliat n man slitii(linga(aeer- 
tnin ilislnncc (alwut one Imndiftl ^ards) could vverluok Uie 
pickcl und (lie roi-l. son^ (o set* :i man'i feet wliilc iipriglii in 
Ibc n>rl, anil tuld liim liinl he liimsclf rould tiglUawliole ' 
garrisou IVum lliat plaee. I'Uat Home dn^s ulVrr (he full ol' 
Mackanac was rqKii'teil in ciinip. commanding ofileci-!! vieva 
convened, when Gciici-al Hull staled Itiat eveijr (hlng (nivari- 
ing floHling battorieN S.e.) would bo readj in a few days, and 
(hat thf object nt* ealling them (o^tbei- was ta nonitult 
whether it wiis bi-st lu wait u few dnjs for llie lieuijr rannuUt 
or make au allaok on Maldciif or n^tuni (o Delroit, Icaiin]; 
a smtUI f;vHaon at Hie work about (o he erected— tlial, a* 
witni-ts believes, the oJHcers were imanimou'il; opposed lo re- 
crossing, atid sonic were ofopinion that we sliould attack Mai- 
den immedialely without hea*jRims — that, at acounw;] of 
ofilerrs, it was slated by two AMilh-ry ofliecriit that between 
Forkey river and ihni of Aux Canards it was marshy, and 
that near Maiden lieavy guns eoold not he worked « illioni a 
ptatfornt — that anotlicr council of field olllcers was held, 
when General Hull staled thai be was about to eewl off'Ma- 
jor Van Horno with a dclaclunent lo river Baisio, the amount 
ofwliieh wilnesH does nol recollect, but believes to have been 
about (WO hundred men— that witness stated (o Geaeral Hull 
that llie number was too small, and (hat lliey would inevit- 
ably be defeated ; on which the General appealed !o ibe 
other field oflicers piTsent. who agreed with the witness that 
the number was insnftieient— each eommander. (that is. Col. 
Findlay, Col. Cass and the witness) — propntied taking his 
own rt^giment. wbleh would ihen have formed about double 
(he force of the proposed detachment — Miijor A aii Home 
was however, detached. Witness well remembers, after Ma. 
jor Vnn Ilornc left the camp, his (witness) going lo General 
Hull and (clling him nliu( he thought of Mtyor Vanbornv's 
danger, an<1 reeomtnending his sending a further force Id joiu 
him that night ; when the General replied that Major Van- 
horne was sent by n back route. Wiloess then told Genrral 
Hull, that be hud been infiirmed by a couple of Fienchmcu 
ihal (here were no back roads (hat they knew of. and tliat th» 
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t&Mlbyiirftti intei'beclcd with marttli}' |irair'icH Irotu liclow lii'ti 
river Aux CwmnJs ; aod lie ngaJti requested GiriUTal Hull Iw 
soml a forther Torce to join MhJoi- Vanlioi-nc, but ilic Gcucral 
paid Illlle aUcntioiit and i-epHi^d tlicro ^vas no Tear, ho would 
tlo vi-ry vrell, 

Brigadier General M'Arthur llicn staled, Ihnt lie vtis 
afierwai-da n-nl IW hy Gerienil-ilutl. wlio iaid he intended 
to leave the witness with his regiment lu (H-et)i>y the picket 
I'ort which he so eonlially despised, and that he himself, 
with tile rcsidae of llie aruij would rclum (o Detroit— that 
on this, nitncas hecumc waring and in his reply to (he General | 
staled the liai-diliiji of his i-eg^ment being left to be sacri- 
lieed to the enemy, and said (hat if it were his order, he would 
obey it, hut thought it would be better to have a foree de- 
tailed — that witne;? stntrd, and it '.vas admitted by the Gen- 
eral that the work eould not be defended nguiniit ennnon, 
bnt only agfkinst Binall arras, and there was no doubt that 
(lie British would bring eannon— be reeolluels telling the 
[irisonrr that hf thought the leaving a delaehuient there 
could only itrnduce disgrace to the ofliccr, though it might 
cflvcrhisown disgrace in rccrossing to Detroit ; upon whivh 
Iteneral Hull made in reply an initinualion of cowardice iti 
the witness, who liccame warm and felt much hurt by (1m in- 
sinuation, and said that if General Hull would nd*anee (u 
!\Ialdro, he would prove (hat he could go as far as tim Gen> 
eral or any of his frifcnds eould gu or would dare to gn — 
(hat wltntss then ^elil'ed^ and iu about an hour after, an or- 
derly came to desire witness (o repair to General Hull's 
r)uarters, whore be wjis met by the other eomniandei-ii of 
i-eglmcnts; on which occasiua General Hull Htaled (bat he 
had culled ibetn together for tlie purpose of adopting their 
opinions as his own— that as (bi: officers, jneluding his own 
■>bu :md his Boa-in'law diltereil In opinion from bini, reflpecl- 
ing the rr-erossing the river, he would move against Maiden 
at the bend of his Iroopi, •• and," said he, •• in whatever 
manner the alTair may lei-iuiualc. I never will I'ctlcct upon 
you, K»>ntlemcii." — Initncdialely afler which an order was 
i<>siicd In prepai-e for an ntluck upon Maiden — wifnesi 
i)ii(lk« lhi« wa» on the dtiy before the army rv-crossed — The 
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ilfllvrntinuliun was commutiir»tc(I (o tlio plafnon ofGcpro, and 
by Ibrni to (lie (i'0(ij)», who ii|i|K'»i-i»I Jiif^li)^' plnased ut (he 
voDlitlcnt expccmUoii cntcrtuim-t} of attacking l(i<- enemj^— 
Tlivsi^ pitpurntiuiis wi-ve. umlinuetl until ubout ihu niiiltllo 
of llie next f\i\y, wlirn iivnuntl Uull n)THtii acnt for tlie firld 
offiverN. aiiil staled lu Ilium, llmlnutnilbataniling Uie iv:t|H-ot 
li« bail fur Uifii' opiniuna, lie cnnniiteriMl ltiiii»clf rc!>|>oniiil)Ie 
for Ihu uiovrnivnlH ami the ulliiiiali; fait flf timl arin.v. nntl 
tbat he ha<l come lo il ilitlei-iiiiuHfion lo re-cross llic rivi-r, 
for Ihc pri]<c*(-li<in uf (lie fort and Iovd «f Oetrohi lowhitli 
mUocbs iTplipd. '• ^A oil. Geni-ral. il' it ia yove e{itiiioDt >1 imifit 
Ik 50( IiuI 1 luusi lit-g leave (u dcflinc giving any further 
opinion an tu lh« hiovcmenl» of the ai'iny."'—1Jpun (lit* pio- 
iiiulgMlioD or Ihia oitler to Wh-. iik'ii. ihvy npjH-ari;il dispirilcil 
nud df^jct'tfd, and sranied i-effardk-BS of what ihcj' did — Tlio 
nriii} iTfi-osscd accoi'diug lo oi'dt-r and look pout at Ilic buck 
of llie town ul'Uetroit. •> 

The niini-Bs Ilinn piocecded to elali: tliatf aa lin ihinkN* 
an the daj* the iiriiv; rcvrusaed, Col. Milli^i* vta* dcspult-Iicd 
(aa bcforo itated) lo opun a commiinivaliun with ibc Hivui' 
Ratsin<u»d llmtun Ihv evening ofllie !)th My, tvilncss was 
sent far b^ Gcm^ral Hull who acijoaind-d Iiitn of tbt* liaiiJo 
of Col. Millet's (IctacbnH'nt at UmvinMuwn, and vrd4<i-c<l 
witni'ss lo (collect the boaU and pror^ed with one hundred 
men to bring luck llir nuiitidcd. hitl to eall limt at the voin- 
luiaiiar^'M stores anil draw uno daj'a pi-oviaious for Col. Alil- 
ici's dL'l.idiinrnl ■ which waa ant of provisiuns— that the wit- 
ness was detained tliiTi: ui- four hours in procut-iiig the pro- 
visions, in whi<!li lime he met with Col. Godfrey, of tlie 
Michigan uiilitiar who appeared lo know the business on 
which witness wan |^ing, and » ha told wilnrsa that lie might 
^'0, Itul it would Ik! iuipossiliie fin- hiin to return with hia dc- 
tachim-al on the river; and Col. Godcfrej was (herefoi'c 
desired hy (he witness to eoniu down willi some waggons, 
which be did — witness then proceeded ontheservieeoiili-rcd^ 
clTeefcd llie ohjeels, relumed as far as bo could by water, 
and then took the waggons lironght by Col. Godefi-cy to 
Iranspurt them lo Detroit — during part of the timCr the 
enemy's ships ^'ci-o llrlng grape and oilier shot upon (lie 
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Thnt nil his return to Detroit, vllneu was ia- 
rormed timl lliere wns mmo oiilnimce trnnaiiorling lij' the 
Britr§h nii the oftpsstli- side, wliicli he in |»tii*( shw. nod that 
(liLTe were tour Biun in rctl roaia — lliiN matter he rommunl- 
r»ti'd In G«neml Hull, who t«plied, as wIlncsK lliinlis, thai 
In; had hcnrd of it— tirut wilnrss utiked IT he knew wh«re 
tUo nrtlller; Mtopiii^d. hut the Gt-nerat did not ivnow — witness 
expfctt^ (hat if he did know, tiicv eould havo lM<en diilodf^-d 
hji our battpriea, Tlial» an Uonrnr two after this. G. Flull 
Ecnl for llio witness and inforiucfl him that intelli^ner luid 
arrived that soum^ of tlin f'nemj' liad hiiidi'd nl llui^-lslund, 
and dii-ci-led wilnt-ss to (iroeccd Willi some uf hi« drn^tun!) 
nud enileaviiur to ascrrtuin tliv faet— witnt-Nsdid so. anddislin- 
giihlird Uy nipans of a <ipy'j{laN«, a lirip;lit liaj- horse, )*itl Itf ard 
fitat no Bi'itiiihhadcroHsed to(hcl»land-l!)atafii'r|iroerci]ing 
seyei'al miles up the river, wilnexs returitcil, anil on hi§ re- 
turn Haw tifltten or twent; men with red eoafs, on Oi4> opjio- 
Mle side of the river, employed in dif^^ing — this witness 
thinks was on th? morning of the IMh Auj^nst, and the men 
Mere at the same place where (Iiu enemy had lM*n (-n-cling a 
Irattery lirvvlouM to the American arnijr's erussing to Canada. 
TIiAt about the middle ofthai duyOeiieral Hull neiit for the 
witness, and staled thai he had received a Iciiei- from Capl. 
Brush, dated at Itiver Raisin, where he had arrived on his 
waj toDeli*oit,wliithep lie meant tn proeued hy a hack route ; 
in wlilck letter Capl. Brush, cxpiTssed a wish for u detach- 
ment to meet him — that, sunn after witnes<i had relui-ned to 
f 'amp, an order van issued lor him und Col. Cuss lo send one 
hundred and tifty men from eaeh «f their respective reg- 
iments, making 300 men, and lo proceed upon that service— 
ihat in the afternoon General Hull nskeil (he niln'ss if he 
was ready to march; witness replied he was. but, as u^ual, 
without a bit uf any thing to eat — General Hull said, " The 
detachment must no( be detained. (>n on, provisions will b<* 
••ent by men well neijuainleil willi Ibe ruiids you are lo (nke.'* 
'I'ho ilelachment was directed lo proeeed to a certain poiol 
and wail for guides, which if did— the gnidev eame. and old 
Col. Godc-frey wasoneoflhcm. 
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^Uitliaa inj tlie Cettrl — "^tt* it usual, wlien GuDcriil ordcni 
\irtv issucil for sending out ttctaGhuients, tliat those orders 
directed s supply of ratiunii tor any ituuiber ordajii i 

A. Nnn4^, wlien I was ord<?i'ed on dc-tacbment. 

General M'Artliur proeeedcd vilL his narrative, stating 
that the detaoliinont atler hailing that night, proceeded on 
their niaixh on the morning of the ISlli, having on the pre- 
ceding evening gone 21 miles from Detroit, and that many 
of tlic rocn were quite exhansted — that the guides were 
mounted, anil they hud itve or sl\ di-agoons, some of wlioin 
wen- despatched to tlie river Huron as far as Godefrej's 
trading hou^r, unless they sliould met;! CupL Brush, in 
wliieh case they were to i-eturn with the iulormation — they 
returned in llie evening, not having seen any thing tmt In- 
dian liiiits— Ontiiina eonsultutiun vtas hcldjwith the ofliecrs, 
tvho cousidorcd it useless to pi-oceed*-they had heard notliing 
vt the provisions Mhich were to lie sent uflcr Uu-m. Tliat 
tlic dctnchnicnt tlien cuuimrneed tlicir i-eturg, and after 
travelling half a mile towards Uedoit, met imme mounted 
men withn note from Genciiil Hull, tlie substance »rvhieh 
was tlial GcniTiil Brnck nas on the opposite side of the river 
and Itail summoned ihe town to surrcuilcr, and ordering the 
drtaehmeul to return ns soon iis jiosstlile — one man pro- 
eeedert !«-.cording lo orders to river Baisin. Witness then 
'Aid that during Ihe mureli uf (lie detachment on its rctumt 
the rear could not keep up, and (wo men wen' put on eaeh 
liorsG. in unltT lo relieve lliem — that at niglit Ihe men were 
ponnUled lo lie iloivu. ami ihu olHeers stood eenlinels — that 
on the morning of (lie llilh, litvy resumed tiieir mareh. and, 
shortly after leaving their eneampuienl, heard the tiring of 
tiODEion, uhleh occasioned them to hasten thetr march until 
llicy vroMcd the river Kuuge — when they reached the spot 
tit encampment on (he first nighf. from Uettuit, the men 
were hailed For refreiiinient, and three or four mounted 
dmpoons (one a Frenehman) were Ucspnlclied to ascertuin 
what was the occasion of ihe firing — ^that the march was 
then resumed and continued until within ihivc or four miles 
uf Detroit, wlien stimc of the diagoons lirst despatched wero 
4liplj who gave inr.ii-innlioH that they hud gfcn fopfy or til"l^ 
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Indians at Ike back of Detroit eatching horaee sn*l killing 
cattle, and Ihat ttiej batl aeon aoniQ persoa who inr»rmed 
Ihem that the fnrt bad surrendered ; they said liowcver Ihat 
tlic American flag was slill flying at (he fort — that the dc- 
tachmeot was (ben drawn up in line of battle ; (bat they 
Boon hoard Ibat General Hull had agreed to surrender Urn 
fort } and that the Auieriean t nloura would he hauled down 
at 12 o'elock. 

General M'Arlhur aaid. Ihat, on rceciving this iDtclli' 
gcnee, it was delermiiied to make a retrograde movement of 
about tbree and a half miles on (ho river RougCf about the 
mouth of mill creek, wbcrc an ox was killed, roasted and 
eaten hy the men without bread or salt, being ihcir first meal 
since they I«ft Detroit, excepting some green eorn. That a 
council of officers was held, io which bdhic proposed a farther 
retreat, while others tbougbt that hy sueb a measure Ibey 
would immediately fall a sacrifiee to the Indians; and finally 
it was resolved (o send Capt. Manslteld with a flag to aseer- 
tain what terms were or could be made for our detachment, 
with n perfoel understanding of the eentimcnts of Die ofReers 
of the dctaehmcnt, and with instructions to relam — that a 
short time after captain Mansfield's departure^ captain 
Elliot cnmo wilh some Indians and a flag, and delivered a 
note from General Hull addressed to the witness — be also 
brought the articles of capitulalion — Some other British of- 
Rccr came with some of those who accompanied captain 
Mansfield — captain l^^lliot staled that be was going on to 
eaptain Brush to inform bim, and obluined a few lines from 
wltnes<) to bim, written on the ttaek of General Hull's letter — 
that (be dclaebment then niarelied into Detroit, accompanied 
by Slajor's Dixon and Grbh of the Indian department — that 
with respect to the ammunition in fort Detroit, be recollects 
Mwing a gi'cnt many canuun balls passing about the fort, and 
be IhiTitis be saw about 40 casks of powder, of about 100 lbs. 
'•axh — he heard of 09 scarcity — the general caleutalian was 
thai (here were provisions for about 25 days for the army — 
Ihat is public provision, independent of other provisions in 
ilir power ofthii army. 

Here Oenci>a)M<Artliur'5 narrative was concluded, when 
lie ivas examined by the members of the Court. 
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Q. TTaw many men could your btnnis take orer at a time ? 

A. Mori' lliati one lliaiiiiian<]. 

Q. What was Ihe strcngtli of vour i-eginient, on tUe litti 
Auguil. in th« mnmtng ? 

A- Aboiil (ivcbundrodpQ'eetive. 

Q. What wui (he ouinboi* uf provincial militia ua the 
Canada side ? ^ 

A. One or two liumlrcd. 

The Courl ihcD a(|jQurned lo the next da;, 

aih daij, Friday ilh Fcbrmnj, 181*. 

Tho Court opened as usunl. nil (he members being prceent. 
when Brigadier General M'Arthar was cmss-vxiiniioed hy 
(bv priHont^r. 

Q. Were you with tlic army at Hianlon ? 

A. I WH8. 

Q. Was not (Iip army ordered out fiir the |iurpo<ie of 
ntanceavrring ? 

A. My n'giment was every day. I ftiitik. tliut wc were 
there — (he three regiments wt^re one day out together and 
niarehed tn the other end of the town. 

Q. Did ihey nut puss me in review i 

A. I do not rceollecl. I think I saiv Goncrnl Hull out in 
the sli-eet a» we [iuH<)ed Up and ilonn. 

Q. Did not (he whole army tuim out lo receive the 1th 
i-e^lmcnl on its approaeh to tTrbana, and was it not i^viewcd 
by Gi-ncral tliiH in eompnny with Uovevnor Meigs. 

A. ( reeoHect seeing the General and Governor with 
some musieians in the ulreet on the lellt, Id whom the onlinary 
satuleH wfrc paid. 

Q. Was nnt Iho whole army marched out of Lirbana in a 
body for exercise? 

A. To my i-ceollcDlion* they lurncd out for General lluli 
and Governor Meign. 

Q. Was not General Hull in eoniiMund of the army at 
that lime ? 

A. I believe the oomm»Rd was transformed to him at 
Dayton by Govei-nor Meigs. 

Q. Do yon not reeoUeel my passing the army in review, 
Jind returning in eoHscc|iience of a storm ? 
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l^ibi rccoltect, but tliiok it possibTf. 

Q. When Ihe aruiy buil croHWil tlie Miaoiii as jou ftavfl 
ttated in j'Our direct examiuHlion, did they not paKs uie in 
i-evjew at the Tillage ? 

A. 1 think 1 ohsei-ved f >cii«ral Hull standing with a band 
of music, about thirty jards oa Ihf left of the road-<-I rwiol- 
Icet bring called by Civnt'iul Hull to take cuiitinand ol' the 
army, as he was going to stay sometime in the town. 

Q. Did not the nruiy in passing the General salute binii as 
is oRUal at reviews? 

X. Tt is probable that tlie ai-my saluted, hut not as is QNual 
ut reviews, as the general was not situated as is usual at 
reviews. 

(j. Did you salote the general as you passed ? 
A. I think 1 did, hut am nutccrtuin, as bcMUS rather at a 
dlilanee ; |>oasibly I did. 

Q. Were the men mustered ou the last day of .Tunc, by uijr 
onlcrs 1 

A. I do not know wliellier it wax hy the general's orders 
tUut the men were mustered vn that day, or whether it wai) in 
eonsefjucncc of the lilandhig custom to muster the men on 
Ihe last day of every month, fur the imriwse ofdrawing pay. 
The general may liavc issuetl the onler. 

Q. You have slated that in passing the settlement of the 
river Raisin tlio (roops weiil Lbrougb thd usual parade. Was 
that duue Iiy niy orders, and did not the troops pass mo in 
review ? 

■ A. I think it was, and to Die general sui-priso and dissat- 
isfacltun of every officer I cnnveraed with on (he sulyect. 
I think the general wa» pasiied in review— This was aHer Ihe 
deelaration of war. 

(j. Was not Ihe enmp at Swan Croek fortilied ,- and if bo, 
was not lltat done hy my orders 1 

A. It WA9 usual to fortify the eainp by falling trees aruund 
it j a manner adopted by General Wayne, suggesti'd and in- 
sisted upon by the eomtnanding offirei-s of regiments to 
General Hull, at the eomuieneenient of the march. I do 
not rceulleetany partieular orders, but the camp was so fw- 
tilled OR that night. 
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Q. Did GcQcral lIuU make any olijectioii (« the niwlc of 
fortili cation ? 
A. I do not recollect that he diJ. 

Q, V/'as (he paper now shewn (u you an order orbattle at 
any time and when agiecd upou 1 

A. Il looks like the oi-dcr of mai'chi lint is not Ihat of hal- 
U^— Here (he wilneKs alateil (liat on liis direct cuammalion 
lie did not recollect that any order of battle liad been agi-ccd 
upon, at the time he alludes to, at Hwaa Crock ; but that niion 
subsequent reflection and conversation with some of Ihe »fli- 
eerS) he now recollects (ha(( at the time, in addition (o per- 
misaiuu bcinggiven him to fiirni bis regiment us mvationcd, an 
ui-dcrol'baltle was'suggcsled and agreed upon by tlic offiecrB. 
This was on the cvenlni; after he oblairied pei-iiiis»iun — bu< 
be docs D0( recollect if General UuU ua^ consulted or nut. 

Q. Did General CH!i!i accompany (he Briliah ollicer to 
(leneral Hull's tjuurlers after landing near Spring AVella ! 

A. Some lime, perbapH an liour» after (be boat atrived at 
iJie shore I saw the oflleer go (o gcucral Hull's quarters and 
General Cass with him, having lirst [Kissed by in (he boat. 

(^ Do you know Ihat I had any infurmalion lliat (be 
British sailors were about (he camp, in Iho uiunaur you have 
mentioned ? 

A. I do not know that (he General bad any information' 
any more (ban seeing theui pass about his own i]uarters. 
Q. Did you send me any such information ? 
A. ] did not know there were any moi-e than those seen 
about the General's quarters until I heani more eniiuircti 
for. I dill not send any informalion (o the Gencrnl. 

Q. You have slated (hat on (he lUh August, the Brilisb 
fortified op^tosite Detroit. Will yon slate the situation of 
(he fortifications (hey creeled in relation lo (he works in 
which Major Dennio was left, when (be army returned from 
Canada P 

A. 'I'hu place where (he British were at work was abon! 
one hmidi-cil jards above (he place where we encamped 
when on (he Canada side, and ubunl half u mile from Ihe 
work, where Major Dennie was left when llic main body e»t" 
(he army crossed (he riier on the Isl, July. 
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Q. Wlie*ber wns there any other infommtion ivoeir«d oi 
a drclararion of war, fiteinhig what waa rtuejvcd atFind- 
iaj'a block house ? 

A. I da no) rc-uulk-et iin.v other. 

Q. Mas I not oltva^s at ttiL- head of the army in passing 
thi-ough the. wilderness? 

A. I believe you wei-e. 

Q. 'WIteu 1 had occasion to be absent, did T not g^vu in- 
formation to ynu, «<< second in comniaud, to tiike the com- 
mand of the army 7 

A. On the march I believe you did. 

Q. Was I not at oil limes durinf' the inarch, wliile with 
the army, in a situation to have ordei-ed a disiHJsilion of ibe 
Iroups in oasc of an attack. 

A. I cannot suy. as I was in the rear, and understood 
^nel-al Hull lohavc been in Ihc front. 

Q. Was not the order of mareh reversed aometimeBj 
which bi-oughtyour regiment in fi-ont? 

:\. I do not remcml>er its being so reversed, until the itb 
Begimcnt Joined us at IJrbana — before that time my regiment 
marched in front. 

4J. (By n momiicp of the Court.) Did not General Hull 
lirresl or threaten to arrest you, when you told him his ob- 
ject was to disgi-aee the ofHccr detached to remain at Sand- 
Tvieh. to cover his own ilingrowei 

A. I did not bear any thing of an arrest, but confess 1 
expected one. 

Q. Had you any orders to prrmit the British officer to 
review your regiment : if not, why did you ijermil it f 

A. I had no such onlers. The officer on his return from 
the Ueneral's tjuarters was aeeuui|»auii'd, I believe, by Capt. 
Hiekinan. the General's son in law. They stopped io front 
•if my regiment. 

The Court adjourned till the next day. 

leih dtt'jt Salunlay, Btit February, 18i4. 

The Court met pursuant to Hdjoumment, when, all the 
members nnd the prinoaer being i>re!>eiit. Bri/f. ^tltvt(^ 
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I^cwis i'aas was ugain culloi], and wtM |ii'uceci]iii^ on liis ^- 
recl ejcamhtatioit, wliitn an uhjcvliun wan Htatcd Uy (bi; prU- 
Doei'f tmd tliv exiiiitiiinlioii of Brigadioi' (ienural Tsisa nas for 
the pi-CMtil waivfil by tlic Judge Advocate, as llie introtluv- 
lion of the British officer iiilo the camp ucar Springwvlls wab 
not eoutitined in ibo sjiecittcutions of churges agitinsl (he pi'ifi- 
oncr. 

Lt. Col. Thomas D. Vanhoinc. of the seih U. S. Infantry 
was then Nwovtit mid said thai he belonged to ihe Kovdi west- 
ern army, under Brig-adrci' lienei'ul Hull ; (bat be joined ibu 
ami}- at fineinuati on the 'Z&lii April. 1812 ; was a major in 
Colonel Fiadlay's regiment in the May following ; and eon- 
tinned itith tbeuriii} untillbeeapitulalion— that he uas tnicc 
on detachments when at Urhona ; and \>as u member of the 
iint general eouneil of Held allloers, eumm^indanls of corps, 
Die quarter-master General and the Brigade ui^jor, held in 
Canada about the Isl August— that nhen (lie Couneil vati 
usseuihled, liencral Hull addi'csscd them from a written iKipcr 
wliieb be held in hi^ hand— the witness does not rGcoIlcct|he 
reasons for calling the council, excepting the situation of the 
arm; and the c\peetatiuD of a great Indian foree to de- 
scend from iho north — tie docs not rocoUcet any force at the 
river Raisin — he sajs that the General expressed his wish to 
kcepopcu tlie communication with Ohia--that the officers dif- 
fered in opinion from the ticnenil, as (u the measures be was 
about to pursue; asitwouldbc neeessai'j to recross tlie river 
'With the uholc or part of the army to Detroit, and to take 
puMtions with ibeaniij on tlic road to the river ttaisin.ond to 
build lilockbouscs at Brownstown — that the river Raisin, the 
Riijiids and Bronnslown were three of the points that were 
incnlioncd ---there bad been a bloek-hon^c built a few miles 
from Detroit and between it and the RapldS'-witncss saj3 thai 
1j, M'Arthur was of opinion that the arm; had better attach 
Maiden im mediate t}'. in which opinion the officers generally 
concurred — 1( was thought ihat notwithstanding the Block- 
houses the Indians would still cut off our supplies, a de- 
scent on JItlahlcn seemed to be gonvrally determined upon in 
the Cuuncil ; and the General ap[ii;ured to relinquish his own 
plau and to full iu with the general opinioD— that a questiou 
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Iheti MMeViietlier (lie army sboald proceed to nialte adfr*' 
secnl directly on Malilen, or wait two or iJirec days for the 
hf»ry ftrtttlei-y already mentioned — that votes wciv taken. 
eomiHcncing with ihcyounj^est officer, and all taken cxeciit 
«ne — O. Hull, wlio had taken the names, ro'^o froiti his scat 
and appeared pleaded that there was a inajnrily «r offieers in 
favour or Malting lor the artillery— that witnetts, who kept a 
minute oftho voles, observed to tlie General that the qnealioii 
was Dcil decided, and tli&( the votes were equal — Uen. Jlidl 
ap]teaiTd then to eount the voles, and said again that Ihei-o 
was a majority in favour of wailing for artillery — wilncBs 
again observed Ihul there must be a inistake. as there was 
not a majority in favour of thal-t hat the General then applied 
to Mr. Wallace, who was sitting on liia left, and while that 
gentleman was counting the voles. General Kull observed 
tliat be bad not laken (he opinion of Quartermaster-general 
Taylor, nnd apologi;ced to liim for the ouiissiun— witness 
says thai tIlel^■ was then a majority for wiuiingfbr the arlillcry. 
Ll Col. Yunhorne then said that on the Wh Augwst, lie was 
detached with ihO riflemen and a number of miliiia-nien who 
liad refused to cross into Canada to meet Captain Btiab on the 
river Kaisin. coming wilb provisions. The inalructious from 
tiencral Hull to major Vunbome were then read, daied Sand- 
wich, Jtb August. lSi2, (marked G. Vanlieui-cn) also tJie 
General orders of the same dale, from Dcti-oll, (marked II) 
Ll- Col. Vanhomo then proceeded to slate that pucHuanl to 
those instructions, he crossed the river to Detroit, (hat night, 
with the riflemen, and collected (he millUa who were (o 
gO-.-lbat when General Hull gave those instruelions 
lo liim, ho (old (he witness that although thoao insirubtions 
wci-e vn-ittcn ones, if ho found it necessary he might deviate 
from them — (his w.i9 said, as wi(ness believes, in piTsem^ 
of General Cass and Captain Uiekmao or Captain Hull— 
wiluoss says dial lie proceeded with the deluchment, ero«H-d 
the bridge over fiver Kcorcca ami proceeded about eleven 
mites ; then posted las ccntinels and allowed bin uion to Hit 
down lo rest— thai altouf day light he called tbe men to- 
gether, having no music, and ilircctcd them (o cook some 
jtrovisions, Mhile be bimsclf went to the icttlcmcnt fai ordoc 
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Q. llii<) you not an anlliorit; to take a l»i^L-r furee from 
ttui troops nl Dod'oitton tliit 4tli Aogust, thnii joii diil lake! 

A. I ihlnk 1 had, I was autlioriKeU to take a comjianj- — 
(!a|iL Oilt^hrisls's Lieut. Pi^nlTi's, nnd Ensign Baker's mm — 
Cajtt. Gilt'hi'ist was at bJuDilwicli when I (oak tlit^ comuiand 
null received 1113' instruction)* : I dosii-L'd liini to ei-oss and 
draw raliona — lie hud some difficnlty in procuring Ihvui; 
look bi-cad and wi>nt witlioiit lite it-si — Cuplain Gil<>hrist's 
t-auipatiy having been sent llie Any l)cfnre was luuult fatigued ; 
I tlierefui-e took onI>' tiiii*l>- live men, and on iho next da; 
-wnti obtigei) tu send baek Gvu ov six, on account of tlieie being 
luuie and nnnblc to tnareh. 1 did not lliink it neccssarf to 
i-eperl thta (u General llull. Wc never counted on having 
inorc than two lliirds of tlio con)|kan!es when ordered out 
upon dctat-hments bj- eonipanies, delachmcnts and rrgimenls^ 

tCT" &>IoneI Vaiihorne corrected this by aesignittg a itason 
wb; tlio detaelinienta could not he more comidcfe. 

Q. Had not the commanding ofliccr at Detroit orders to 
place under your command all the militia who had refused to 
cross over (o Canada ? 

A> I iln not know lor certainty, hut presume not, as only 
Ihree platoon officers were oi-dered. 

Q. Had you not an order to take all tuc riflomcR of the 
army ? 

A. I bad ; and did take all those of my own ballalicn, lit 
for duty, and those (hat were paraded by adjutants of corps. 

Q. (To Generals M-Arthnr and C«ss, as well aa la Col- 
Vaahonie).--Wiat was Uie foi-ee under Major Vanborne i 

A. (By the same.) The whole force under Major Van- 
hornc was estimated at two hundred— It was a subject oi 
mneb conversation at the time, and with Genei-nl llitll, tba< 
Ihfl auOiher detuebcd was not suRIcient. 

Q. How many troops were (hci-c with the malt 2 

A. Aliout 18 or 30 mounted men. 

Q. Before you were attacked at Brownotown, bad you "iciiL 
Any of youi' spies or rcconnoitcring parties foi-u ai-d .' 

\. I did not, hccRuso I thought it wonW not do to taki^ up 
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Ht nmeli time as f o i-ceonnoitre at every crevice or creek, hav* 
iog lit iflui'n llie next ii)glil> inHking the beat dts^siUons in 
iti^ power. 

Q. At <ho time 1 came to Col. Findlaj''s regiment on the 
morning of tbc llilli, did 1 not go to the other forces stationed 
near you ? 
A. It IS probable ; I did not se» you. 
(j. Iluw long was it after you staled to Captain Bosdei: 
that you might be attai^bed In a iihurt distance, that you vera 
actually attacked. 

A. 1 cannot say exactly as to the time, but think it vas 
about halfanhuur — we bad niarohed about a <|uarter ofa mile. 
<j. Do you not knov that on the isth and the following 
night, I had undei-gone great fatigue : and euioug those indi- 
oatious of fear which you observed, did you observe any in- 
dioationii offiitigue, care and anxiety or of either of them i 

A. I do not know. General Hull was on the ground onee^ 
nhoHtl'J o'clock at night, where we (Colonel Flndlay's regi- 
ment) were posted, and. I Itclieve, once on the next morning, 
tvlicn the men were cooking their breakfast, and another 
lime at the picket fence — General Ilull was on horseback — 
He appearcil dull, heavy, dispirited, and without animation — 
I hare nu doubt his anxinly itddid to this appearance. Wa 
bail all been fatigued ; but. on comparing faces with other 6f- 
ficcrs. there was an fvideni dilfi-rence. 
'i'he Court adjourned to Monday next. 

17(/i day, .Woitduff, 7(/i Felmiary, 1814. 

The Coui*t met purxnnni tu iMljoumnient>^all the memhm 
were |>resent — Lt. Col. Vuuliorne appeared, lieani the ev- 
idence read lu him, and mxJe ttumu alterations ; upon which 
the Court was cteanil lo di»cucs the sultjcct, as also to con- 
sider the pi-opriety of pulling a «|ucstiun to General Cusi 
concerning the inirodui'liou ofu British ofllver into the Camp 
at Springwells — The following was the question aubmitted 
to the Court, lo be put to (■rnei-al Cais — « By whose ordet 
he (General C-ass') inlroduved the Ilrltiih ofllnr into tfae 
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Ainorican iruniji ul biiiiiigwells 1 — Slate lurliculurl; llie 
oircuuistanccH amending ir."— Il was ili^viilcil ilinl llie ques- 
tion lie put to Ucneval Cass — Tire olijcetion mailc b; tliv 
]ii-Uoiit-i-. ia the alti'i'ulion orcTidence oncf lukriii wiiit in ttic 
rulluniiigwoi'ds : •• 'riictcstimunj is r-caci nvi'r lolbi: wilnessf 
IIS I coiiccho. Tup llu'sc jiurjiOBes — first, for (he purpose of 
iiBtcriuinbig Mlii'thei- (li« expressions lie used have l>een wHl- 
leii iluwn, and seeonill^. to allow liim lo explain himself, il' 

his menning in au,v respcel should iiu niUuuileri»lood If (lie 

^^ilIlCHa udniil ; or iftlic Court siiould be of opinion, that llie 
\toi-iIs lie u^cd have been written) then be ouf^ht not lo hi- 
permitted (o ehange those nords. But, if the v itness desire 
to uialie an; explwiiilioii of his language, it ongbt to appcur 
ai« stieb upon (he record : und, if this rule be not udhered to, 
a vilncss niaj varjbis testimony accoi-ding lo impressions he 
liisij have received after his first exuminntiun. 1 do not mean 
(o apply tlie obseivalron to Col. Vanborne ; but the principle 
may bo important as respeets the leslimony of »itnegse6 
who may be ealletl, upon whose veraeity there may l>e less 
relianee than on Col. Vnnborne's."— The Court oitlered " that 
the lestimuny of every witness shall be read to bim on each 
day. as r.ir as it has proeeeded, and be approved by him ,- and 
if nny eorirelioris take plaee afterwards they shall appear as 
silt^h ; but, until the lestimony is read to him as aforesaid, he 
shall have the controtil of the manner in which hia testimony 
shall be expressed." 

llrigadier General Cass was then called, and, in answer to 
Ibe'pieslion above stated, sai<l--U'hen I returned from Mai 
den, having been there with a Itag of truee, I was hi-owght by 
aCapt. Itiirwiss aOrilishprovineial naval officer, in a boat- 
Captain Hickman and Lt. I'eekbam were with ntc — when I 
cunio opposite to Springwclls, 1 thought it iwin-opcr to lake 
llicDrilisli olReer into our encampment, 1 therefore intended 
to have taken him to Deti-oil, and then lo have inl'oi-mnl 
General Hull— I prorreded about a mile, or a mile and u half 
above Springwells, when I was overtaken by an otHcer, who 
J think, was Cnpl. Hull, and who slated that General Utill 
Mas at the Camp at Springvplls, untl direclvU mv to return 
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iliitlinr---! Aceordingly relui-ned (o 8priD|fwe]lst wliei'ei on 
landin;; I reu]»iti(^ wUfi (he Brilish ofiicer. and sent Captain 
Hickman (o (jrnoral Hull (o know if Ilio BrilUlt viUvat 
should lie introduced into (li« i-ncampmcut— Captiiin Hiuk' 
mitii returned and direoti'd (hat the ofliuer should bu ukcii to 
lii»i (tlic Getioi'ul's) quiii'tei's — wbitlicr I accurdingly took 
ill in. 

Gen. Cass hero ittutod that on (lie l^lh Inal. Cul. Itru!<li 
stated to wilnesB, Colonel I-'indlny. Gen. M'Ai'thur. and, lie 
thinks General Tn^'lor, lliut General Hull (old Iiiiti llntt » 
capitulation would or might lie necessary, and that lie Jn 
tended nt- expected to surrender tlio f'm-liiiid town nnjelroil, 
or words to that efTrct ; and it was in consequence of (bat in- 
I'ormulion that (he atatcRicnt on that subject was inadclo Gov, 
Mei}!^. This Utst tridence wiu gtrcn hy consent — Colonel 
.(truth was cou'tidrred by the ofUecrs generally as the most 
intiinatc and conlidentm! ri-iend ofthe General. 

Major William A. Kcmbic of llie ^Glh U. S. Infantry »a^ 
sworn. 

Witness said. (Iiat Ue Joined the North-western army in 
Gen. M'Arthitr's re:;, on the 9tb Miiy. 181A and contiuneil 
with it to the t6lh August — that on the 30th July lie was 
^nt for to attend at Gen. Hull's quarters, when the Gen. 
stated to him that he proposed sending a detachment to the 
river French, for the purpose of collecting some flour, 
grain and cattle, whith were there — he said that be did not 
like the plan of detailing detachmenf s from (he whole army, 
and would wish for some field oflJicer's proceeding on them 
with his battalion — that witness replied that he was fh^ni 
principle opposed to small de(»Glimenls ; but that, if the 
funeral wished to send him, ho would gocheerfulty and' vol- 
untarily command — that Gen. Hull appeared very much 
pleased, and. ailer |KLssing some eomplinicnts, ordered wit- 
ness to prepiiri! bis battalion lor u march, and 1« git four 
ilayx provision ready, saying that witness should be neeoni- 
panicd by Capt. For»yih's company and go hy laud — that, 
iihout the timo the detachment was ready to mar^'b. witness 
received a wrilleu oiiler from (icn. Hull, directing Ihnt pan 
^f (he detachment should mai'eh, aud pari proceed hy himt.'. .; 
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— Msd Ihat, sonptime being neccssarj' tapi-epikrc tbeb«ati,it 
WBslalo in the aflvrnoon belurc tlic troops were ready to 
move, when a violent storm anise whic.b would Itave made it 
iaiprudcnt to proceed ; upon reporting which to Gen. HiiU 
be ilirecli*d witness (u wail — (hat in the mean time thuiv was 
s rumour in camp, thai there wh4 a rainrurcement on its way 
to Maiden ; witness hclioves It cumo (it>in Gen. M'Arlhur — 
that the service wilnoss was ordered on was rxpeelcd to oc- 
cupy ahoutsixdays-^that arter it was ascertained about the 
reinforcement to Maiden, witovBii went to Gen. Hull's (juar- 
fersand communicated to (he Geu. the Inlbrmation he had 
i^ceived, and aaked him if an attempt would be made upon 
Maiden berorc he returned, saying Ihui he did not wish to bo 
absent when the army was engaged in so impui-tant an enter- 
prize—that (he Gen. assured biai that it was not his intention 
that tlie army should march while be. (he witness was ab- 
eent — that wiiuess ihen stated, that ten or twelve days would 
be refiuircd Tur the performance of his duty, and that ii 
British reinforcement might arrive nt Maldeu before the ex- 
|iiratiuD of that time, and thai he doubled the propriety of 
lh» measure ; be also stated lu Gcu. Hull that he thought 
that if an immediate attnrk were wade on Maiden, the eoun- 
try, with provision)*, ^e. would full ofeourse tous— (hat Ucn. 
Uullf upon this, tuld him to wait for further orders. But 
none were given. Witness s;iys lliat he recollecls that, when 
the first council of officers commanding corps and fttdd ofG- 
ccrs was called, (in the 1st of August, as hi< |hink») and whcq 
they were assembled. Gen. Hull rose and uddrt^ssed iheni 
i'l'om a wi'illeu paper, and stated the objee( fur which be had 
called them together. He said that (he full of Maekunac, the 
vant of co-operation fioni bcluw, on (ho Niagiiru, and the in* 
formation he had rceeived respecting (he hostile iuienlions 
of the Indians, induced him to ask the udviec of tbeoflicers 
as to the course he ought to pursoe in the future Oi>ci-alionM 
of the army. That tlie Gen. staled as his opinion tha( a small 
^^arrison should be left at a fort a Uttle above Sandwich, 
called, sometimes. Fort Goorge, and that (he principul partof 
the army should recioss (be river and open the communica- 
tion with Ohio, by eslablUIiini; posts at Brown-ilowu ant) 
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rircr Ruiain — that a d«si]ltur; converHUlion took iilnro ntiioiig 
the officers, in which Col. C'ass and Col. M'Ariliuf took a 
nrinripal purti the roriuer rci-uiaiuentlmg tliut Mitldcn should 
be lakeoi as itwouhl be the ttvnt way oi'«[x-ning a eoinmuiil- 
ratioa; nut only Ihereby seetif'hig a cominiuiicaiion wilhUhio, 
but bringing ttio noi-tbern Indiuua coiiijilttlcly in our punter ; 
irhilc Col. M'Arthur went mittv piirliculai'lj- into Uctail, and 
eodea volt red tu dcuionstrnfe lliat it' the Ucn. shouhl ivcrost 
thti rivLT. it would ho iiiipO!><iihle lor htm to commuiitiuto 
with Ubio — that must of tin- othi-r officers were of the saino 
opinion wilh those two, excepting Capl. Dyson ofthfuilillcry 
and Capt. Sloane oI'lhecHvali-y — ibatGinj. Hull said, •• lifn- 
tleiuen, if you ilviei'iiiine to mareti to Maldi'ii. I uill niui-elt 
at your bead." That a (lUfslion iben arosu wbt'thci- ihcy 
should uiove directly against Maiden or wait some days Tot' 
the heavy artillery ; on which f|u<-!>iiun there apjH'ared lu be 
B diversity of opinion — that hi. Col. Miller (hen pi-opo«i-d 4 
plan for attuuking Maiden without heavy aitilli-i-y. 'Ibis 
plan was, that a Bclevt corps, comisiing oritbuui HOt> or lOOO 
men, including the 'I'th reg. which, from its having hn-ti on 
service, was considered, in proportion to its numbers, us 
the most efB<-ient pun of the ariuyi should be foriueit — 
that this corps should be transported in boats, and proitei-d 
along the riveri in ibe American cbannt* I, tn the nigbt, and 
should land before day on a beach lielow Maiden, and Uiere 
farm two divisions; one of whiihdivi^ioim shouhl man-h niUi 
the field arliUei-y to the river AuxCananls(ibe enemy hnving 
maintained a picket guard there) whdc the other should 
DlBl^h up the river Aux Catiarda to the place where Colonels 
M'Arlbur and Cass had passed that river before, at the 
bridge — that the division at the hi-idge should coinmence s\ 
eannonade, which, it was expected wuuM draw a considera- 
ble part of the enemy's force to ihal quarter, as it bad dono 
before ; and in the tnean lime the first division should hui-- 
prize Maiden, if possible ; or, if not, should lake it by as- 
sault. Wiluesa says that (his plan was olyeotcd to by soma 
of the officers, as being too complicated; and Col. Cass 
Uiought it would be best first to determine whether the army 
should or should not proceed nithoiit tbo heavy arttilrry-. 
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lliat witilcsH, in ui-der io lit' alilu to t'urm au opinion, nskoit 
Gen. IIull Tor h |>lan uf Ihc Toi't and llif counlr'}' iit Maiden, 
and h« Ibrae ; l» wlilch rp(|iiesl. ho ivplied. wirli souio em- 
phasis, " Sir. il is stronger titan intone; poinf-an answer Ihat 
did not by any means salisfy wilness. Witness says thai the 
next question iiroposcd ro llie council was — •• nlicther Ihe nr- 
my should proi^ccd to Maiden, or wait two or three days for 
heavy artillery, one gun lieing cpady and the other iieartj 
bo:" thai upon (his (jueslion the oflicers ncn< cijuiilly di- 
Tided,and Gun. Hull decided in the negative, slating a di0i< 
Bulty of transporting cannon from Detroit across to the Can- 
ada shore ; (the army then (icing at Samlwieh) lliat witness 
proposed building lloating batteries, one of which was done 
in live days — that when this was completed, he rejHirtcd it to 
General Hull, and was rrferrcd to Capt. Dyson and Lt Dar- 
l-aby^-that at the tinnc witness went to make this report he 
saw Cot. Brush at the General's quarters, together with three 
young men, who had been taken prisoners and confined at 
Maiden, and from uhenec, they said, they had been released 
on parole — one of these men was a carpenter, and had worked 
at Maiden — Ihat this man stated (as well as wilness recol- 
lects) that Ihe British had about 370 regulars, of whom frnin 
200 to 320 were Ttt for duty, and 130 militia ; and as to In- 
diuDS (of whom llic British themselves could not tell the ex- 
act amount) he supposed they were from ISO Id .100, and 
vould not exceed the latter numlier — Ihey also stated ihat 
when Colonels Cass and Miller had routed the British picket, 
Ihey were all in confusion and preparing to emliurk — (this ac- 
count was confirmed by the other two young men)' — witness 
thinks Gen. Hull asked whether t ho British had slrcnt^thencd 
the fort at Maiden, and that the aosivor was in the negative. 
Witness says, tliat on the 13th August (as he recollecis) 
he was otReer of Ihe day at Dt-(r»il, wailed on General Hull 
iind foimd him and Col. Bush, sitting on Ihe settee engaged 
inclose conversniion, rnlhor low — that the General lurmid 
the conversation to pr-nvisions. alluding to some wheat which 
was then hauling in— that Col. Brush asked what quantity of 
public provisions there was, when Ihe Gcucral replied, about a 
inonth% and then nskctl Ihe Col. wheihcr the country around 
pouW not niroid a sufficienl quanlily of proiisions for thv 
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amy ; tw wliich Cul. Brti^li answet-ei] tie (Iiougbt tliore irould 
tio enough for two monllis — witntrss aho lliiuk^ that it was 
on tliu nth Auffusl hv saw Gvncral Hull at Cul. M* Arthur's 
miiPfjupet nilli (3o). Brush unci othef officers— that witncsH 
was alioul retiriug hut was called hack b^ GL-ueral Hull, who 
invitcil him (a attcat, and aakcd hini (in connexion with the 
oonversHlion tlicu passing, wliivh was on (lie subject of the 
enemy's moving on the other side wilh thdr artillery) — 
" What would you do" — " Sir," the witness i-eplied, " 1 would 
lire upon th(!Di"-'Upon wliich General Hull said, "But, Sir, 
about the ummunilion ! would it be proiier to expend it under 
thcHC cii-euiiistancex ? 



MAJOIl TKEMRLn CB0S3-BXAM1XHI) BY THE PRISONER 
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Q. What is youi- age ? 

A. I was i7 years old on the Irth April last. 

Q. lloyou recollect what portion of iifllcers disapproved of 
Col. Miller's plan of attack on Maiden ? 

A- I do not recollect, as no tguestion was taken. 

il. Hid Colonels Cass and M* Arthur object ? 

A. My impression is that Col. Cass did object, on aerouut 
uftts being very complicated, I cannot say as toCoL M'Arlbar. 

Q. Vias the other 3i [wunder brought over from Detroit, 
and when i 

A. I think it was, on tlio £lh August. 

Adjourned to (he next duy. 

181/1 dmj, Tuesday, 8(/i t'cbma7tj,i8ti. 



The Court met pursuant to adjournment, all the members 
being present. Captain James Dalliby, of the ordnance de- 
partment, being sworn said — that he belonged to the North- 
western army under tlie command of General Hull in tsvz, 
was »1 Detroit on the IGlh August, and was there previous to 
thowar— went there in lSil,and had never been absent — that 
he eomnianded (he battery (the up|teruiost of the three bat- 
i) in the town—ho says that the following is an acconni 
f the ordnance at J)clroil : viK. 



s^irtundfirR. 7 mounted 2 uBmAonted, 
1:^ do ii'un 'k do i ilo 

9 do dn ■% do 1 do (.is lie believes) 

d 4la bi'ass uounlcd on travelling curi'iugcs. 

4 do do do do 

3 do do do do 

8 1-3 laeb howitzer, Iirass 

& 1-2 do do do 

3 i-i do da do 



do 



do do du 
do do do 
do do do 

Iron on trunk nliccl 



i-arrf aRPs in tlir block liousi- at (lie appcr end of llie lown. 

>Vilnfs9 says ibut ibis »us lliu wbule of the ordnanee vx- 
CL-ptingtnoor three small howitzers and swivels whieh were 
not rejiorted, und thnt most of ibis onhtunre, was mounted be- 
fore the sth August — uUness is of o[)inioD that there nets 
SiOO stand uC nnns, in the whole, iueluding rifles, for the 
arnij— be siijs thiil iiecording to (be returns made llierc were 
at Detroit on (he Any of ttio siii-render HOO cannon balls for 
2^k pounders, about 1700 Tui- 12 )>auuders, HOOforS pounders, 
ubuu( \(IOO balls for i- and 6 pounders, about 4B0O three pound 
Imlh, aao ten inch sheila [not tixt] obont 500 eight inch 
sfaellsofwhieh 100 were lixt, and about SOOfiveandalintfiDeh 
oliells, 100 ofnhieh were fixed ; a laigequanlitjfsay *000]of 
2 S-i in<;h Kbeltii eallcd hand grenades, a oonstderahle 
number of which were fixed wiih powder and boxed. 
There were also, wKness said, about 3 1-2 tons of load, of 
whieh a cnnsiderahlo quantlljr had been run into bnlls. as 
iniieh as was considered a sufiicicut supply for the army ; about 
ISOO fugi^es in the rough — between 2000 and 5000 priming- 
tubes, several hundreds of vhieb were lixed for immediate 
Use : nlioiit lOO.oOO flinlH, 200 rounds of fixed ammunition 
for (he ii prs. (as there were 400 rounds on (lie IHh) about 
20 rounds of grape for the 21. pounders j (about 200 rounds 
were BiTd) — as l^forc stated there were 100 rounds fixed for 
eaeh of (be S and &ineh liowi(zert!i,about 7 having been fii-ed, 
leaving the above number — witness says (bat ai>out 100 
rounds for each of the brass C pounders were sent over to 
Cnniida. of wbieb about SO for each were expeaded—that 
ahout 'il rnund*; were prepared for each of the 3 poimdero. 
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iOiA some fkw for (tie i pounderi fsay 35 eecli] llmt fi« ilocs 
nui know (lip qimtilily or iimmtinition or routnis oFgraiie aaft 
oiinnisrrr prrparoil I'or Dip 24 ; 12 »nfl 9 pOumlfrs. nv 
previous la tlie iWiaFHlion of wnr, the fori hud bern |iut in a 
alalp ofilcfi'iice, in rxiM-clHlion of an aUut^k fTOiii Ihc Inttiani, 
an<l. in rxiM-ctalion of one after the dt'ularalion. from llic 
Briiish and Indiana ; atid ns (he nnimnnition iva» not deemed 
necesiiary for tin- dcfcnee of (lie plane, it reinaineil untouched 
at Ilie ftiirreitder— wilnvss says that there was a large ijuanlily 
oftniiskeiand rifle varlridgpH prepared, as much as nas deem- 
ed ncuessarv. but be Caunut fix precisely the quunlil}— htn^an- 
not state the exact number of barrels of [Kiwdcr, as a good 
Diuny had been taken to fix ihr amtounilion — he hdicves 
(here were about 100 ea^ks reuiainiug marked from 100 to 
in lbs ; that is. inc^ltiding lixed and unfixed, ultoul 10,000 lbs. 
Rv dors not know esacdy. Me says that on lite Ith or Sib 
August every thing was reported to be eomjiletc for service 
witni'BS had ehargc of the laboratory in July and August* 
H funeral prepamlJon was uia<lc by arlilleers under llie orders 
the witnoss,— which artifieers wero then discharged. 

Thtj witness proeeeding said Ihnt the for) lies on the higli> 
est ground in a ciroumfe rente of three miles. Was a regular 
half haiition fort. eompoNetl of 4 eurlains and 1 half bastions* 
about lUOyaiilsonencli l»ce. not im-luding the half bastions; 
nliuul ?Ayar<U being the extreme length oflhe curtain— Ihal 
iht fort was made partly of earth — the parapet eleven feet 
in clfvation- -llielliickiK'^sof (he top of the parapet about 12 
feel, the banquet for lul'antry six feet from the foundation or 
level of (he furt. and five feet fur the parapet — the whols 
width of (ho i-anipart at its base 26 fret— at (he bottom of 
^lic usterior or blupe of the parapet (here was a horizontal 
<ipaGeorgruundnbou(2or 3 feet in (he widlhiextending round 
Ihc whole eirenniference of the work, the ditch npon an aver- 
age was from five to six feet deep, and at the bottom 12 feet 
wide, beyond tlie eiclcrior or slope of the ditch anicope, or 
glacis, or esplanade. 1'here was formerly a eovert way, of 
which traces were remoiniiig unhurt. In the huttom of the dilch 
round (he f«r( (here waa a row of pickets of eedar, nearly new, 
■fH itiameter and 1 1 or 1? feet high : these pickets were fn^n; 
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. C<1 (tigieflicr by a lib— I'hegaCewaa strongly made of plai 

i ffi'tlh Kjiikcs ; over lltr ^aie was a look uiil liuiiSi-. ulsu 

1} l>uill iiiUie rallol'l8ll-'(fuDnoa wctv niuiiuleil io 

IbCMZUlTS, uiOHl of uliich vtert- i-cpaifcd ailfl put in gouil orilev 

ijilsll.aiiddK- loi'twas. gcncrullyfin good order antl iagvvA 

Milncss *»}■» llial on Dip ntornin^ of the lllb August he 
was §lalionciT at llie baitriv i-all-'d lli>rll<-M's uliaiT, and he 
thill ka tlic Di'ili&Ii vrniv: erebliiig tiuiu-rk's uo ilic upposite »ide« 
flc ihodght (hat he wa§ phiced at hi§ sluliun lo return ilieir 
flrp, and for the general purpose of dt-f'em-c. uh at ihal time 
vvrr^ tiling Dure (he apprurum-c of an allaek u|M>n the fort* 
tliat (he guns at the halter^' commanded hy witness were oft 
* Aplalforni on tliecdge of the river, and \icre intended against 
shipping rx]>e(-li'd from jVhii'k:iiia ; (lie^ uerc viihoul any 
parapet and were iiiutih lo\ver than lliusc of (lie eneiiiy—l'hat, 
fVom Ihe iwsiiiun of thisbiillery and its form and from Utoso 
of <heenem>. he kncM Iliutiu ease oi'an attack from them he 
coiihl do them no injury, and that his own men were eK|io:ied 
to be swept ofl'evcry li*c minutes ; that be llu-refore apiilit'd t* 
the General for leave to build a bailer^ in the ecntre of tli« 
tt)\vn>and upon a level willi (he battery erecting by the enemy* 
permission fur doing vibieh was obtained; the buttery was 
cotumcneed about one o'elocd on (he 1-tthi and eomplelt-il. so 
jkr fls to be ivaily fui' aetion* at the same hour on the lolh; 
that on the evening of the 14'th, nhenthe vtorknien, after 
leaving olTwork had generally dispersed, witness remained in 
the batter^', (o which General Hull role up ; when witness 
conversed with htm on the propriety of driving the enemy 
from llicir works opjkosite the lower end of the town, which 
had tieen eompleted for some time — the wonls of wiincsK 
were, • Sir, if you will give permission. I will clear (he en- 
emy on the opposite shore from the lower baderies" — (he" 
f^ncrol answered. •' Mr. Dalliliy I vi ill make an agreement 
With the em'my, that if they will never fn'c on me I will never 
flr^ on them*' — and concluded bis answer w ith this sentence" 
Those who live in glass houses itiusl lake care how (lie> throvf 
slones." He then rode oft*. AVitnens sa^is that on (he morn- 
ivgofthciith July^ bctore Ihe Anterieun army arrived at Oe- 
treit, the enemy were iit erecting two batteries oq the Sams' 
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iproirad where (hey were seen workin;; aRepwards— (hat 
wiltictts WHM then unlcrcd by Major WhisMer, who at that 
time corn 111 aodcd. (u Riv- un llifiu ri-oin the bnuei-y at th« 
loner cntlul' the lowti. Trom tht'21 pounders'-that he did Rra 
ii|wn Ibeui. nbicb hud (be duxiied effixt — tbat they were 
dHy<'n a^vuy. as Ibi'y wore hIbu from (he King's stores, 
about a mile and a half distant, from whence Ihcy were 
taking ufftlour, antl about the same time the inhabitanla on 
Hie opposite shore n^muved, and took a new road at some dis- 
tance from (be side of river, 1u kveii out uf (he ranj^e of our 
shot. 

Witness says that the runnotiuding eouimenced about s 
o'eloi'kof the afternoon uf the Idlhand was ansuered by tho 
haiiery he commanded as well as from the other haltri-ies — 
that this cannonade eommenefd a sboi-t lime after the reiura 
to the enemy of the flag of Iniee nbieh hud been sent to ask 
a surrender of the fori, and continued to be exebanged lilt 
about Ifl u'deek at night— that the fire of the lath was not 
injui^o\iB to (lie army, only one man having received a ivuund 
in the leg; the town was a little injured — lha( on the iGlh 
the firing reeommeneed on both sides (first by the enemy) at 
break of day ; during wiiich little injury was roeeived, to the 
knowledge of (he witness, the lire being prineipally dii-ccled 
towards our batteries— that witness had reason to suppose 
and has since understood tbat one of the enemy's batteries was 
Hileneed, which they repaircMl ; ami about 10 o'elaek ot) the 
imh August witness received orders from Capt, Dyson in 
the name of General Hull, to cease firing, which orders lie 
obeyed — tiiat the cneuty then eontitiucd their lire for Ifi 
minutes, whieh Ihey directed principally against the fort, 
and which Ihey were cuahlt^d in do with pn'eision. not l>eing 
annoyed hy us ; and some officers ahd men were kiUed in 
the fort, while witness with his mm were in (he battery un- 
employed ; and tbat soon afterwards he saw Ibe white flag 
hoisted on the fort — witness says thai he did not know of any 
mui^kct cartridges having been damaged. 

Witness says that he was at Maiden in July or August 
|8H, and has been there since — that the fort was a regular 
four bastion one of vai'lh — that the eurt.iine were mtthine 
more than pickets or palisades on three sides — there wa" 
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tomerfy an'the iiv«r eMe a (If die, upon wMoh » (tniMii ba4 
'been itiouiited. bui none were rnnuntetl on >l in iHfi vtht-nin 
VK s primaer. al which lirtiehe went ruiinilit tosulisl'^liiseti' 
rioiiii^t bui found no fdlei'alJon§. wilntHs savsthi^l on ihe soatll 
•jde of Ihe fori there had been eonsiOentble aherations, anfl 
the barterica had been rejitiired — tlie piekets a|i|N-:ired ro M 
old, not very strong, and in n «(a(e of deeajr — WiineBS re; 
Biained three weeks nftor ihc ca|>iiulalion, and no narlfa« 
ern Iniliaus ari-ived suoner than ahmii three neeks aOer the 
capitnlation, wilneBsuas at Maiden al whieh time when thcN 
Was time for ihi-ni ip have heard ut' I he full of Detroit. 

CAPIAIN DALLIBV CKOSS-GXAMINBH BV HUE I'HISUNER. 

Q' Pleaae to deiierilie the whole distiuice of llie eurtala 
^und fori Detroit i 

A* Going (be cireiimferencG of Ihe fort, folloning the line 
snd tracing the angles, might make a difference of 7ii or 80 
yards from what 1 before aiuied. 

Q. Vou have described Ihe «(a(e qf Ihe fort and of (he 
preparation for defence anil attack. Dow long before (ho 
surrefider were thay in the state you have describeil ? 

A. We couiiueBeed in Fehruai-,v 7, iSVi to put it into n 
StAle of defence againtit the IndiaiiB, and on (he Uh July it 
was completed : before the army arrived '.>e liail lain upon utir 
arms for three nights, and were prep.ired in the dttj, with 
[Hatches lightod. From the M\i Jul)' to tlie Sih Augnst tha 
field at'lillery was pul in order and many impi-ovcuienta were 
mnde in (he implements, gun carriages and onlnance sloreSi 
fM' Ihe purpose of moving into Canada and al lacking Maiden. 
Dd (he aiTiviil of General llull al Deli-«i(, the greatest cXi 
ertions were used to put the ri'gintent in a state of defence. 

Cap(. Dallehy then stated that Ihe halter; be erected in 
the middle uf tUe town was ahoul four feet high and the em* 
bi^zuret were marked out — that when General Hull went 
to diHl ballerv on the l-»lh August, and was asked hv thu 
■witness for permission (q fii-e on (he enoinv, the word " nevt'i-" 
■was used (the nilness believes, but will no! poiitivelj say) Uy 
Ggr. Hull.' in answer to thn request. — Tfe did nai under- 
stand liial fien. tliill Imrl in:idi' an agreement with the eneiiij*, 
;(CJ( tojireon each other, but tiiat liu was williug to do il. 
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Citpt. Daniel Bakor of tlie 1st Reg. of U. 3. Inftuttcj 

vas (hen hwora, 

Tliiii wiln(-8§ slutcil in evidciK-e timt lie was iri llm army at 
Detroit un Ihe ISili or 16tli Auf;iiel iinilur Gen. Hull iin<t liwl 
been there fur sevrral yvhVi bflofe, in tin- qnarlei'iuuBtcr'a 
di'paplinent.— Ttifre wpi'p on tliusir iwu iuya, or oiiglil to have 
been, betwrt^n G and fiOO ol' (lie Michigan miliiia— tlml he 
serTf^ Kith ihe vuIuiiici^rH from that tcrritorj al Brannslown, 
vhrre (heii- conduct was brave — witness was at llie ruii of 
Dpirttit unlil he heai-d of Ihe i>urrend«'r. and saw Gen. Hull 
in (Im* course of the morning of Ihn 16IU when lie a)iprai-ed 
to be pmbarraese<l and at a loss how to act— that witness ean' 
not 8U.V what the Ocncnkl's reelings wetv, but could account for 
the surrender no oilier way (him bj su|>|HHinK him under <ho 
influentw of pei^onal feai- — vihnvss sa^a that he was I'orincr- 
ly aeijiiaifitcd with Gen. Uull — thai he wos lulerahK well 
acquainted tviih the rexuiirce!) of (ho army, and vas saiiitficd 
io hie own mind thai (hvre was u Kuincicncy fov ils siihsbt- 
ence for three month:^- witness says (he fort was much 
erowded. 

Cross-examined hy Gen. Hull. 
Q. Were (here not piuviBions ht-uiiglit in(o thai eoimfry, 
for the sup|)or(»f the inbahiianls every year? 

A. I believe there were large quaiililies of jioi-k brought 
into thateountry on speculuiton. I am of opinion that Ihera 
WHS jilenty of cattle and grain in the couulry ; but pork. 1 be> 
lieve, was not raised (here. 

Q. Can you state any acts of mine, exclusive of the sup> 
^B render, that were indicative of fear ? 

^m ^ A. I saw the General on the iriorning of (lie f C(h in a va- 
^M rie(y of |ios(ui-es ; Honielimes sitting ; sumriiines leaning, 
^B and somelimes standing in the furl ; and his aianncr shewed 
^1 viiibarrassmcnt — once on (Iittlday (be Gen. wasoutofihs 

■ foiH. 

B I'lie court adjoumed to the next day. 

■ 19 Aug. IVedneaday, 9lh February, 1814. 

H The cour( met pursuant to adjournuient, all (he mcmbem 

H being preflcni. when 

H ' Lieutenant Dixoa 8t(tnsLiury, of (he Ist !{<>£. of U. 6. In- 
K fantry was swim. 
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The eridencc of this witness wa» «s follows— Hat he fce- 

IoT');> <l Co tito N. Wv9l<>rn ariii>' and i-uinaim-d uilli i( until Uhi 
eu|)iiiili(liun — thai hr was at Dcti-ail on llic i5lli and 16th 
Augu.4 iinii cominaudt^d out- ol' ilie guoa in the farl un th« 
ih'ili— -tliiii iiti ilii- itif^lil ol'llit' l.itli llie Gen. la^ in the piaz- 
ZHuC ihe hari-uck and went lo bt-d about 11 o'clock- -that 
whvn vifneaa awoke in the mui-ning the Gen. was not there, 
and wilneiis do('<i nut know v/iiea the Gen. g«t up — that wit- 
ness uiao slept io the piazza of the bairaek — (hat he saw the 
Geo. ill a tideml)!} safe place — As to his being afi'aid) witness 
canuni saj- — witness marched feoni Newport in Keoluek^t 
and commanded 2S regular troops at Detroit — He did not 
(bea belong lo Ihc 44h Reg. 

Cro»s-examined by Gen.IIiill. 

Q. You stated that i vveul to bed on the night of the Idlh 
Did I not lie down on a inaliass, with tny elotbcs and boots 
«u? 

A. You did. 

Q. What time did I rise at i 

A. Before day sometime. 

Q. Did you not observe me in the inoiiiing of the l(>tb, 
going about in different pai't»i ofihe furl i 

A. I saw you on the parade ground, but iluring the princi- 
pal |>art of llie lime, near the gale out of the way of the fire. 
Tliere was no neeeshily, that 1 saw, for your being exposed 
in any oilier pail of the fort, or on the parapet, to be fii-ed 
at ati a target. J bad my orders, and I iuijipose Ibu other of- 
ficers had (heirs. 

Q. Ilail you an orderly book 2 

A. ] bod, it was taken in the vessel. I got another after- 
Wardii but never used it. 

Capl. Oliver G. Uurton. of the 1th Ileg. U. S. lorantry. 
a worn. 

'^Vilness was at Detroit on the lAlh and 16tb in Itw 
North-western army, under Gen. Hull ; knew of the eapitu- 
laliun and when it took place — was in Capl. Dyson's <]uarlers 
when Gen. Hull, Gen. Brock, and two or three other British 
officers were writing (aa 1 was informed) the uriieles of ea]i. 
ilnlation; and he liruily believes ihey were engaged on the 
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• iatas of it — he oannot say whether It ivas berorc or aftw 
this lliat the Aoiei-icnn (I'oops v/vve vallpd into (li^ Tori, hut 
at Ihe (imo thrre was a company of Biilish grenadiers, of 
about leo, standing in Ihe fort nt ordirn'ii unns, from uhoni 
(hey were posting their giiaril* in and about the g;irri3on — 
witness saw the olTicprs in Capt. Dyson's .(piHrtcra when it 
paper was handed to Gen. Brook, ^vith some lines sh-uck out, 
whieh witness supposes related to the regular troops return- 
ing home upon iheir parole — Gen. Bruek agreed that the 
Ohio uiilitia might return home cm their jmrole — witness 
saw C'ol, M'Donald ami Capt. Glegg wriliBg---this was after 
Ibe meeting of the otBeers in the marquee — witness does not 
recoUeet (he names of any Ameriean officers in tlie roura at 
tlie time, but there might have been some in it, 
Ci'Oss-examinrd by Gen. Hull. 

Q. now long before the meeting at Capt. Dyson's quar- 
' ters. was the meeting between the British and American offl« , 
aers in the marquee ? 

A. I saw (hem at Capt. Dyson's about 11 o'clock, to t 
best of my recollcctlDii, aad, in the marquee about S-iio^M 
lioiir before that. 

Q. Hail you an onlerly book ? 

A. I cannot say I had, after leaving (lie rapids of the J 
ami ; mitie having bcci> put on buard the vessel. 1 lielieve 
had not. 

Q. How did you receive your orders ? 

A- I received (hem sometimes verbally ; at others by s( 
ing them on paper through (he adjuant. 

Q. Do joii know whether these interviews took place be-! 
fore or after any accounts were reeeived from Cols. M'ArthiB 
and Cass ? 

1 think it was afller that I saw Capt. Mansfield arnvo witb^ 
aflag from Col. M'Arthur, as was said. 

Miijor Thomas S. Jessup, of the 19lh Reg. of U. S. In(iint-jj 
ry — swora, and said 

I was brigade Major to Gen. Hull. The army moved inWi 
Canada witli from 16U0 to 1800 men ; which force was o 
easionally increased and diiuinislied. several di-taehmcnta b 
iag matHi-. A,( a ««iuiipil of war hc!t( about Ihc end of .lal^ 
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ttr b<*ginnin^ oPAngnst, I vas cRlIed on (o explain a repoi-^ 
oTtlii; Uri^de — tbiH was a lew tlnys previous In loiiviiig Can- 
ada. At that time 1800 men were, to Uic best of my recol- 
l«rtion, consiilcrcrl as (lie disjioHable tbrtc to act a^inst Mal- 
ilen, (tliis pei-Itnpa incliitli-d llie Mirhij^n Icj^lon) leaving 
enough tu ^^rrisoti Detroit— The MIehigan uiiliti:i v/fve, I 
Ijctieve. to bo ealW out. Sometime on llw 15th I rreeived 
iirformation lliat u fiiiiiinions was scat by Gen. Brtirk to sur- 
render t and I underalawl that Gen. Uuil lind answcrpd (hat 
he was determined In dufi'nd the plaee — I Oiet Gen. UuIIoq 
hHrsebaRkin (he sliret sliurily atU-r llie answer was senty 
and eni)nirrd of hirn the disiiosilioii to bo ntade of the (poops. 
Gen. Hull a^d ihat llie upper part of the town was to lie de- 
fended Uy ihe militia under Col. Bniah : that (lie !!Mielugan 
legion and the Kegt, under C«l. Findlay would lurin a line on 
tliehaek of the Iowa, from (he fort, lo dose wilii (he militia 
ander Col. Brush ; wliile the 4th Iteg. would remain at or 
near the foils. Tiio Gen. said further that orders had been 
given to llic oflicers. lie was apprehensive Ihnl if an uKack 
were niado the Indians would attempt (o turn the town. At 
a slirft dislanee from the town was a cornfield, said to be- 
long to Col. Brush. I was apprehensife that, if (lie attack 
should he made, the litdians iiiiglil be sheltered by ibis field* 
and proiwsed that the corn should he cat down — the Genera) 
would not agree lo Ihia, but permitted mo to examine a bIoi?l(- 
hou^e which was in (he cornfield. 1 found it filled with bay 
or some other foddert belonging, as I understood, to Col. 
Bi-orin-sad not in a sitaation to receive troops. 

After Col. Findlajs line was formed in iho Pear of the 
(own I diseovered that the detachments of Cols. M'Arlhnr and 
Cass'sHegts. in (he event ofanattnek from (he enemy, would 
lie much exposed, ihcy IwJng nearly in the rear of the fort. I 
fherefoi-e, proposed to Gen. Ttutl that they should join Cu). 
l-'hidlay or Col. Miller, of ibe 4tb— he dipceted that they 
should Join Cul. Findlay's ; and 1 accordingly comninnicatetl 
(be order lo ("apt. Sanderson, the senior officer I found 
upon the ground. On my refurn I met Gen. Hull, who (old 
me ihat he had ehan;;cd bis mind with respect to the dispost- 
li"n of (hose Regt?. and that I migbi proceed upon my oihe? 
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duty, as he would communicate the orders himself. Shoit^ . 
after quitting the General I met Mr. Oougan, quarter; 
master of Colonel Findley'a regiment, and went with hing 
to Spring-Weils. We discovered a considerable Britiflltj| 
force at Sandwich, nearly opposite to Spring- Wells ; 
ormore British vessels had anchored below, and some c 
them were moving up slowly : the enemy appeared t< 
collecting boats, and we supposed they intended to cross the.^ 
river. When we were about to return, the British batte* fM 
ries commenced firing, which was immediately returned l^'l 
our fire. This wus on the I5th. On our return we passed* i 
by General Hull on horseback in the street, near the i 
cond battcrj' — he appeared to be agitated. Mr. Dougail.' 
or I, observed that the General was frightened; and H'J 
was also observed by one of us (I do not recollect which^ll 
that " Iff must checT him up" We approached him and^ 
spoke to him, and noticed that he was pale and very much 1 
confused — he dismounted from his horse and led him tO*'j 
wards the fort^The firing continued for some time i 
dark. I was employed posting our vidette guards. A 
the firing had ccaied, I requested Mr. Taylor and Mri fl 
Dougan to accompany me to Spring-Wells : we again m6t 
General Hull near a Mr. Hunt's, at the lower end of th<*< 
town, and requested leave to go to Spring-Wells : tbs 
General said that he had dispatched Captain Snelling i4 ' 
that place with a piece of artillery, and that, if I mistaka 
not, Captain Burton and General Taylor had gone down. 
He observed also, that he was about to visit the lines and wish4 
ed us to accompany him— ^Ve did so, rode along the line id . 
front of part of CoI.Findley's regiment, and round the bacK g 
of the fort — when we arrived in the rear of the fort we ooti- j 
ced that Colonels M' Arthur and Caau'slregiments were stiU J 
there, and Captain Sanderson observed that they were utiJ- J 
pleasantly situated, as they were exposed to the enemy'* J 
fire, without being able lo perform any kind of servici 
M 




This was commuiiicaled to General Hull, who observed 
that, aa the firing had ceased, there was no danger. The 
General then permitted Messrs. Berry and M'Dougal and 
myaclf to go Spring- Wells, We ovcrtoolc Captain Snel- 
ling a short distance from them and accompanied him 
thither. He had, I think, a six pounder, and was very 
anxious to have a twenty-four pounder. It was the opinion 
of the other officers and myself, thai with one or two twen- 
ty-four pounders, we could drive the British from their 
moorings: we searched immediately for a place to plant 
them, and discovered in an orchard a fine situation for a 
battery. Wc examined the bridges and considered it 
practicable to pass the cannon over them all except one, 
near which there was a arge quantity of hewn timber. We 
retumedand found General Taylor in the fort, who, we then 
learned, had also proposed taking down heavy cannon. I 
urged it to General Mull, who objected in the first place to 
the bridge, and then that the pieces were heavy and un- 
manageable. Some person (I think General Taylor) said 
that one hundred horses could be ready in a moment. I 
then told General Hull the result of my observation as to 
the bridge ; he answered that it was the opinion of the su- 
perior officers of artillery, that the cannon could not be ta- 
ken over the bridges, and that he would be governed by it. 
Captain Dyson, whom I saw standing by when I turned 
round, 6;iid he was prepared to obey any order. I then 
parted from General Hull and did not see him until a 
little before break of daj on the 16th, by candle light, when 
he came to my tent and desired me to write an order to 
Colonel M'Artliur to take a back route, as he was appre- 
hensive it would be dangerous to come up the river on ac- 
count of the enemy. The General said he would send for 
the note, and, about sunrise, a person equipped as a dragoon 
called for it. About this time the firing commenced — some 
time ftfter 1 was at breakfast with Colonel Findley when 
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Captain Hull came to his tent, apparently intoxicated : KS"*-^ 
attempted to communicate an order, but could not bf i 
derstood ; and Colonel Findley rtqiicsied me to ride 
General Hull to tnow what the order was, us il might be 
of considerable importance. I found the General in the' 
fort: he said he wished the line of battle to be formed at 
some distance below the fort ; directed me to order Colonel' 
Findley's regiment and Colonels M" Arthur and Cass'a^ 
detachments to be posted there ; and ordered me to consult* 
Colonel Findley, and to tell him that he would support 
him immediately. The line was formed perpendicularljr 
to the river, perhaps a quarter of a mile below the I 
the left behind a row of high pickets ; the right. I believe 
was behind a common fence ; our dragoons were 
right. When the line was formed, Captain Maxwell anJ-U 
myself went out for the purpose of reconnoitering the cnc-^ 
my : we discerned them marching in column through a' 
lane, on their left of which there was a number of orchards,-** 
gardens and buildings ; the fences appeared to be a pick-" 
cling or stoctade. I returned immediately to the fort,"* 
having requested Captain Maxwell to report to Colonels 
Findley the situation of the enemy. 

On my arrival at the fort, I immediately reported 1 
position of the enemy to General Hull; observed that t 
would be a fit opportunity ior ariillery to open upon themfJ 
and that if they attempted to form in line, our dragoons), 
could take them in flank. The general permitted i 
take out some pieces of artillery, and directed me to take 
command of the dragoons. Immediately after leaving the - 
fori I met with Captain Dyson, who, I think, informed' 
me that Lieutenant Anderson had taken out a piece of ar*' 
tillcry. I Iclt him and proceeded to the right, to com-'i 
mand the dragoons who were patrolling. By the time t* 
met with some of the officers of dragoons, I perceived ihat*< 
our line was breaking up. retreating to the rear, towardU*! 
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the furl, by flanks of platooDs or companies. I rode to 
Celontl Findlcy to iuquire the reason : on my way I met 
an olticcr and inquired what vras the matter; he said, 
" look 10 the fort j" I did so, and saw a white Sag flying. 
Colonel Findley, if I recollect right, said, he did not know 
why we retreated, and desired me to ride to the fort and 
inquire. I saw General Hull in the fort, and thought him 
very much frightened when 1 met him. I inquired of the 
general if it was possible we were about to surrender. He 
said something about the enemy's force and terms, but I 
could not collect what : his voice was al this time tremu- 
lous ; I mentioned that we could at least hold out till we 
were jotntd by Colonels Casa and M' Arthur. He exclaim- 
ed, ** My God ! what shall I do with these women and 
children !" I kft him, went to Colonel Findlcy, and stated 
that all was lost, and requested him to endeavor to save 
us. After this I did not see the general until the terms ol 
capitulation had been agreed upon ; I then met him in a 
piazza before Captain Dyson's quarters ; he appeared 
tranquil and perfectly composed. He satd that he was 
sorry that J had disapproved of his conduct, as he had al- 
ways respected me ; that no man felt more on the occasion 
than he did ; and made some observation that conveyed 
the idea that he considered that the government had aban- 
doned him, and he hoped that I would continue to act un- 
til the troops were marched out of the fort ; to which I re- 
plied, that I would do my duty. I then received either 
from General Hull, or from one of his aids, a paper con- 
taining a copy of the articles of capitulation, which I was 
directed to read to the troops, who were marched out by 
battalions about 13 o'clock, and formed in a hollow square 
heluw the fort, had the articles of capitulation read to them, 
and stacked their arms. 

Major Jessup having continued his narrative so far, 
recurred to former parts of it, and stated that, when,be- 
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fore the capitulation, he communicated to General Hull 
thai he had rcconnoitcred the enemy, witness found him 
in the fort on the side next the enemy's battery, complete- 
ly sheltered, sitting on the side oi a tent by a bed ; that 
he then told the general, that the enemy's force was about 
700 or 800, and that our guard which was most advanced 
had surrendered to the enemy. At this time witness thinks 
General Hull said that Colonel Brush told him that his 
men were leaving him ; he also exclaimed that four men 
were killed at one shot, and appeared to be so much alarm- 
ed that he did not know what he xvas about. The tobucco- 
juice had fallen from his mouth upon his Jacket and about 
his cheeks. The head of the enemy's column was at some 
yards distance, and a detachment of the enemy's troops 
came into the fort before the American troops marched 
out, and before the articles of capitulation were signed- 
No means were taken, to the knowledge of witness, to 
prevent the enemy from getting command of our batteries. 
Witness was informed that the advanced guard which had 
eurrendered, consisted of about twelve, said to be com- 
manded by one Godefroy, a Frenchman and a citizen. 

Major Jessup stated also that, on the evening of the liih, 
when he mentioned to the general that the enemy had 
moved with most of his forces, he observed that it would 
be a hne opportunity to cross over and spike the cannon ; 
and proposed going himself with 200 men — then with I JO, 
and then with 100 men — on which propositions several ob- 
servations were made, but no permission given to the wit- 
ness ; whose opinion was then, and still is, that the enemy's 
works could have been carried with one hundred men. 
Wimess said that, at the moment of this conversation, a 
shot struck a house near him, upon which General Hull 
was much agitated, dismounted, and led his horse to the 
fort. Witness did not know from what the agitation arose, 
bat believed it waa from fear, and the novclt)' of his situa- 
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lion. ^Vhenever he saw the general before the ^apitulaUo 
he was agitated; after it he appeared coroposed. Witne 



says that the country near was of such a n 



s that, 



by 



cutting dowo some of the orchards in the neighborhood of 
the fort, and posting men in the gardens, ;i few men could 
have defended themselves against the whole British force, 
and that he wondered that it was not occupied on the even- 
ing of the 15th August. 

Major Jessup stated also that he had received a report 
from difTerent adjutants of different corps, estimating the 
men iii for action, and thinks that the amount (as stated io 
General Cass's letter) exceeded 1000 men, including the 
Michigan militia of 400, and the detachments absent with 
Colonels Cass and M*Arthur ; perhaps this estimation in- 
cludes the Michigan legion, which, on an occasion when 
he had two companies of them under his command, be- 
haved as well as any troops he ever saw, having formed on 
an island, where some fighting was expected, in the most 
regular manner. There were also on the evening of the 
ISth about 30 or 40 armed waggoners. The witness did 
not know the enemy's force, but his impression, from the 
attemptJie made to count them, and from the size of their 
platoons and of their columns, was, that the white force 
was aboui 750, exclusive of Indians — a part of the militia 
force was dressed in red coats as regulars. 



Major Jesaup was then questioned by the Court. 

Q,. Did you prescn'e the orderly book of the brigade of 
which you were brigade-major ? 

A. By an article of tlie capitulation it was given up, as 
forming part of the public documents, as stated by General 
Brock and Colonel M'Donald ; who considered orders and 
reports as such, and directed that they should be delivered 
to Lieutenant Bullock, of the 49th regiment. 

d. Did you advance, on the 1 6th August, to reconnoitre 
the enemy, by order of General Hull ? 
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A. I did not : I advanced enurely by order, or at the re- 
queue of, Culoael Findley, who commanded our line in ad^ 
vance of the fort. 

General Cass and Majors Tremble and Van Home were 
discharged from any further attendance ud the Court. 

C Adjourned to the next day. J 



^Oth Day. Thursday^ \Oth February, 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment — aii the Mem' 

bera present. 

Major yessup'a examination by the Court was continued. 

Q. What were the conduct and sensations of the troops 
when \ ou read the ariicleE of capitulation to them ? 

A, On the morning of the 16th the spirits of the troops 
seemed to be somewhat depressed; but, upon my giving 
the order to form the line of battle, they were revived, and 
appeared desirous of meeting the enemy. When the line 
was retreating both officers and men appeared displeased 
and murmured ; and when ordered to stack their arms, af- 
ter marching out, they evinced the greatest dissatisfaction 
and indignation. 

Q. Did Colonel Brush's men leave him, as slated to you 
by General Hull ? 

A. I believe not. I only stated that the general men- 
tioned that Colonel Brush reported to him (the general) 
that his men were leaving him. I did not hear of this but 
through General Hull. 

Q. Do you know what was the cause of the troops being 

Llow spirited on the morning of the 16th, before the line 
was ordered to be formed ? 
A. They had been under arms the whole of the prece- 
ding night, and appeared to be of opinion that no exer- 
tions would be made to repel the enemy. 
■ 
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Q. While the terms of capiiulittion were discussing, 
were the troops of the U. S. so posted as to have been 
nble lo make a defence, in the event of degrading terms 
being insisted on by General Brock ? 

A. The men were crowded in the fort in the utmost dis- 
order. The enemy's troops were permitted to approach 
so near the fort us to be able to take possession of the bat- 
teries. 



Cross -(>xamLucd by General Hull. 

Q. Did you sec Colonel Brush's men on the morning of 
, [he IGih? 

A. I saw Colonel Brush's men after my return from re- 
connoitring: they were marchiog across the common at the 
back of the town. 

Q. In your direct examination you have stated that your 
orderly book was taken— where are the manuscript orders ? 

A. I believe that Captains M'Cormick and Butler have 
the orderly book of their regiments, but do not know that 
they are here. Those gentlemen were adjutants to Colo- 
nels Findley and M'Arthur's regimenis. The manuscript 
orders were given up also. 

Q. Did you receive any orders from me ; and how were 
they communicated ? 

A. They were generally sent by an aid-de-camp to mc ; 
upon which I assembled the adjutants of regiments at my 
quarters, and communicated them. I speak of the written 
orders and those while on march. 

Q. Was there not an order of march published ? 

A. There was an order of march published at Dayton, 
or in its neighborhood : we departed from that order in our 
marcli from Urbana. 

tl. Do you recollect the paper, now presented, and in 
the words " Effecttve aggregate of the r.'ircr regiments, 
about 700 V 
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A. It is my hand-writing, and was handed by me tCf 
13eniral Hull, on the evening of lh<; IBth August — the 
waggoners of the regiments, I believe, were included in 
the estimate, but the 4th regiment was not: it was only 
what remained of Colonels Cass and M' Arthur's, and (he 
whole of Colonel Findley's regiment, and so explaiuL-d at 
the time. This estimate was made by me at the request 
of General Hull, on the evening of the 15th August. 

Captain Charles Fuller, of the 4fA Rtj^ment Infantry^ 
aworn. 

This witness stated that he belonged to the North-West- 
ern army under General Hull, and was at Detroit on the 
15th and 16th August, 1812 — thai soon after the while flag 
was hoisted witness went to the gate of the fort, and met 
Lieutenant- Colonel M'Donald and Major Glegg, of the 
British army, on horseback. General Hull was standing 
near the gate. One of them said to the general that they 
were sent to him by General Brock, on seeing the white 
dag hoisted, to receive any communications General Hull 
might have for General Brock, when General Hull replied, 
" Gentlemen, J shall surrender. I beg you will go to the 
marquee inlhtf eld, -where I will come or send''' — that Ma- 
jor Glegg requested witness to accompany him, to shew 
where the marquee was, as he was apprehensive tljc militia 
might fire upon him, from ntft knowing his business ; that 
witness went with them to the marquee, where they were 
furnished by Major Sndling with pen, ink and paper ; soon 
after which General Hull, Colonel Brush and Colonel Mil- 
ler came to the marquee, where witness remained about 
ten minutes and then went to the fort — that, on hia reaching 
the fort) he found the militia (i. e. Colonel Findley's mili- 
tia) in the greatest confusion, with their arms stacked — that, 
after this, witness went to Captain Dyson's quarters, ;ind 
saw the two British officers coming out of them. Colons 
N 
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M'Donald had a paper in his hand, which he said was the 
articles of capitulation signed by General Hull ; tVat he 
was taking il to General Brock for his approbation, and 
wished witness to accompany him, for the same reason that 
he went to the marquee ; with which request witness com- 
plied, and found the British column nearly half a mile from 
the fort, opposite Mr. May's house — that he then left Col* 
M'Donald and returned to the fort. Witness says that he 
saw General Hull several times on the ISthj and in hts 
judgment he appeared to be frightened — witness thought so 
at that time— he never saw the marquee before the morning 
of the 16th, and does not know when it was pitched. 

In anstver to a question by General Hull, Captain Fuller 
said that he received a letter on the ed July (the day after 
the vessel left the Rapids of the Miami) from General Hull 
to Colonel Anderson, to procure foi^ witness a boat and 
hands, that he might go in pursuit of the vessel which took 
the baggage and stck on the lake. Colonel Anderson could 
not find a boat ; and, from the winds blowing so hard, it 
wouM have been impossible to overtake the vessel. Colo? 
nel Anderson was the commanding ofGcer of the militia 
then, and did every thing in his power to procure a boat — 
tltat the general sent for witness about daylight in the morn- 
ing, to send him off to stop the vessel, saying that he had 
just received an account ofthe declaration of war. He thought 
the genet-al appeared on the ii>oming of the t6th like aman 
full of anxiety, dull, heavy and low-spirited. 

Q. You stated that I had the appearance of being under 
personal fear: do you not think that appearance might 
have proceeded from anxiety and the heavy rcspoosibiJity 
I was under f 

A. I presume it would. I have no doubt of your appear- 
ance on that occasion being the effect of personal fear : 1 
had none then, I have none now. 
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Caj>tain John L. Eastman, tf the \th Re^'mtnt U. S, 
Infantry, sworn , 

Capiaia Eastman informed the Court that he belonged 
CO the North-Weitern army under General Hull, and wu 
at Detroit in 1818, adjutant of the 4th Regiment — that the 
morning report of that regiment, on the ISih August, was 
345, grand aggregate of total present, including asmalldc- 
tachment of the lat regiment under Lieutenant Stansbury, 
then unfit for duty, and the sick ; that he saw Colonel 
McDonald with General Hull in Captain Dyson's quarters 
—heard the general -jxpress to Colonel M'Donald a wish to 
make provision for the Canadians who had taken protection 
from htm, when Colonel M'Donald replied, " It is totally 
inadmissible,'' and the general said. " Well, Sir, I shall 
aurretider." When the shot from the enemy killed the offi- 
cers, General Hull went into Captain Dyson's quarters, 
and immediately returned with a letter, which he gave to 
Captain Hull, his aid, to scad by Captain SnelHng wiA a 
flag< Captain Hull took one of the pikes made for board- 
ing the Queen Charlotte, tied a white handkerchief upon it, 
and gave it to Captain SncUing, who took hold of it with- 
out seeing the flag, but upon seeing it, iaid he would be 
damned if he would disgrace himself by taking that flag 
from the fort. General Hull standing near, asked what waa 
the matter ; Major Snelling Raid he wai in a passion, and 
Captain Hull then took the flag and went witness did not 
know w^ere. 

Witness said that he saw the general on the morning of 
the 1 5th, when the sheil burst. \Vhen it came into the fort 
he ran as if he was going under the platform, but witness 
did not know whether it was his intention or not. The gene- 
ral's whole conduct, on the evening of the 15th and morning 
of the I6th, wassuchasto impress the witness with the con- 
viction that he was under the influence of personal fear, which 
opinion witness expressed at the time. Witneu remained 
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24 days at Detroit sfier the capitulation. Tlie Saganac In- 
diniis rrtveil ihcre in ubout three days after the capitula- 
tion, in number about 2S0, of whom 60 were warriors — 
the Makaaa Indians did not arrive before the 10th or 1 1th 
September, in number about 1100 or 1200 warriors. 

Bt-ng Croxa-examined btj General Hull, witness said that 
he had not ihc orderly book of the 4th Regiment, nor any 
manuscript orders, and presumed the enemy possessed them- 
Belvcs of it-~that Lieutenants Siansbury's and M'Cabe's 
deiuchments were included in the morning report of the 
4th Hegiment. 



Lieutenant George Gooding, of the 4lh U. S. Regiment 
Infantry, axvarn. 

Witness says that he was in the North-Western army 
under General Hull, and went with the baggage in the ves- 
sel from the Rapids — did not go by any order, and never 
knew the master of her before he went on board — that he 
■aw two trunks on board, which he supposed belonged to 
General Hull, conwlning letters from the Secretary at War 
to the- general, but does not know of any muster-rolls. The 
boat was uken m the mouth of the river, between the shore 
and the island of Boi* Blanch, and on the Maiden side, near 
EUsoll's house — they were obliged to pass near to the fort 
of Maiden. The boat that took them was coming from 
the island. Witness saw on the bouth side of their boat a 
large batteau full of British soldiers, making for them— 
that there were in the boat with witness altogether about 
40 or *5 men, 34 or 36 of whom were of the 1st and 4th 
regiments, the whole of whom were invalids ; two militia 
officers, three Serjeants, and himself being the only persons 
in health on board, excepting the boat's crew — that the arms 
were in the hold — that when they started they had not the 
smallest apprehension or suspicion of being attacked— that 
on the 2d July, witness was taken to Amheretbtirghj and 
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remained Aere until the 6th August — while there he saw » ■" 
letter from Gt-neril Harrison (o General Hull, naming a 
certain Indian chief, upon whom the latter might rely ; 
whit.h Indian was put in irons in consequence. Witness 
says that the regular British force at Maiden was from 20O 
to3jO; that about ISO boatmen arrived after he arrived 
there, he having seen them draw part of their arms from 
the military store; that the militia was coming in every 
daVf but he did not know their numbers, nor ever saw them 
parade— -the militia guard about the middle of July siuod 
48 hours, on account of the smallness of their numbers ; 
that Colonel Proctor arrivi?d at the end of July, or first of 
August, in an open boat, with ten or twelve men. Witness 
knew of no force brought by Colonel Proctor, nor of any 
reinforcements after his (witness's) arrival there, except 
about 50 or 60 Sank Indians, who ca;ne about the miJJle 
of July. Witness saw a man riding in, and heard hira 
halloo " The Yankees arc coming," and then he saw some 
things going on board the brig Hunter, aud there was much 
confusion in the town. 

Cross-examined by General Hull. 
Says that he thinks there were an officer and six mrn in the 
boat which took our vessel with the sick and baggage ; that 
he saw some small arms and cutlasses — that he had no or- 
ders to throw away arms or any thing ; there was a captain 
Sharp on board, a senior officer ; that the boat was loaded 
and the arms stowed away before he went on board ; that 
he docs not know the number of militia at Maiden ; thev 
were coming in every day from the 2d, to about the Isth 
July ; that they had no thoughts of being taken, or of 
making any attempt at resistance, and he has no recollection 
of any instructions to keep on the American side ; that the 
confusion he spoke of as being at Maiden was in the town ; 
he was not in the fort. In his opinion, if they had beeti 
prepared for action, they could not have escaped. 
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^yS^yefmiah Monsen, 27tA I7«f. Regiment Infantry, 
sworn. 

Mnjor Monson said that he was wounded before the army 
Went into Canada, and was not reported fit for dutj^, nor has 
done any duty since the 9th or 10th July, when he was 
wounded ; that, knowing that Colonel Cass asd Major Mor- 
rison were absent, he desired his brother, on the evening 
of the I5th, when the enemy's (ire ceased, to tal:e him to 
the ground where his regiment was posted; as well as Col- 
one! M' Arthur's, in the rear of the fortress and in the line 
of the enemy's fire ; that General Hull and his aid. Major 
Je&sup, came there — the regiments were in disorder and 
confusion — the sick and wounded of these detachments were 
eituated in the ditch of the fort, whither they had gone for 
safety, from the place assigned to them ; that witness ap- 
plied to General Hull to have them removed, and was re* 
quested, if his health would permit, to attend and arrange 
them as well as he could, which he did, and struck the 
tents, and General Hull expressed his approbation of what 
he had done ; that he asked the general if it would not be 
prope: :>j inform Colonel Findley of the new disposition of 
these men, and was requested, as it was on his way to his 
quarters, to do it, but being exhausted, he sent word by 
Major Van Home. This was between 1 1 and 12 o'clock 
at night. 

Witness said that he, as well as bis brother, had some 
business with General Hull, and went to him on the 16th, 
about one or two o'clock, P. M. Major Glegg came in und 
apologised for the firing having broken some of the win- 
dows of the general's house. The general told the witness 
that he could do nothing in his business till Colonel Cass ar- 
rived, and that he was expecting him every moment- 
He said, *' I almost dread seeing the Colonel, as I expect 
he will censure me very much, my country will also cen- 
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sure me, but, under existing circumstances, I have done 
what my conscience directed— t have saved Detroit and 
the territory from the horrors of an Indian massacre." 
Cross-examined by General Hull. 

Q. Were not the best men of Colonels M'Arthur and 
Cass's regiments sent upon the detachment under those 
officers i 

A. I do not know ; I presume so. When I formed the 
remainder of the two regiments, there were 30 or 40 of 
those invalids, who were with sufficient officers in the rear, 
formed as a reserve, and permitted to lie down with their 
blankets. 

Q. What was the quality of the arms of the three Ohio 
regiments ? 

A. At the time they drew their arms, I was acting as aid 
r Meigs, and was ordered, with a mechanic 
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inspect them : many of them were condemned, and many 
of them proved very bad. On the day previous to my be- 
ing wounded, there were considerable complaints about the 
arms— Colonel Cass ordered them to be examined, which 
was done ; there were many unfit, and were replaced by 
some new arms, issued by order of General Hull from the 
arsenal at Detroit. 

Q. What was the state of the arms at the time of sur- 
render ; 

A. [ do not know. 



C Adjourned to the next day.) 
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my (3J DO the bridge, and 35 on the other side of it) ; M 
riflemen were then detached towords the bridge, to as itnt 
Ute nuiii body of the detachment loi^t nurch under cotct, 
with 3 detcnnination If possible to secure ibqse 50 mcik 
It was expected that some guides would be procured ; but, 
not having any acquainted with the country, the detacb- 
ntent shewed itaelf to the enemy aooner than was inlended ; 
in consequence of which they fell back from the bridge 
aod formed the line of battle »o as to prevent our cutting off 
ihcir retreat. T^ey fired three ineSectual vollies upon as 
and made good their retreat. The detachment took pot- 
ses«ioD of the bridge ; left a guard at it ; and fell back with 
the main body to some farm houses, with the view of get- 
lingsome proviiions, having taken none with us. 

An express was then sent to General Hull informing 
him of what had been done. Th? possession of this bridge 
by the enemy was a great obstacle in our way ; and having 
now got possession of it, we presumed it would be kept. 
In answer to the communication General Hull sent an or- 
der for the detachment to return, as he could not think of 
dividing the army, and did not intend proceeding to Mai- 
den for some time. A second application was then made 
to the genera!, urging the necessity of maintaining the 
bridge, in answer to which General Hull sent a diGCrelioa- 
Avy order on the subject. The ofiicers were called to- 
gether to advise upon the case ; and it was determined 
that, unless we could support the bridge with our whole 
force, we had better return* as the enemy was very Kirong, 
in whole force, within four miles of the bridge, which was 
fourteen miles from our main body- Wiimsa said that h^ 
mentioned to Col. Cass, and ihey agreed, that, as they hud 
not ihe disposition of the whole force, they should not 
taki; the responsibility — they then left the bridge and rc- 
tuniL-d to thu encampment. 

Witness said that on the evening of the Blh of August, 
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he left Detroit, having been ordered with a detachitient of 
600 men to go to the river RaUin, for the purpose of es- 
corting some provisions which were under charge of Capt. 
Brash^-lhat the first opposition he encuuntcred was from a 
party of Indians, who fired upon his advanced guard near 
Maguaga — thatthe detachment being in the woods lightened 
themstlvea by throwing off their knapsacks with their provi- 
sions, and then advanced upon the Indians, who retreated 
and were pursued two miles and a half— that witness did 
not think it prudent to allow the men to move froih the 
line to take up their knapsacks — that the Indians reached 
their main force there and made a strong opposition, but were 
defeated. Witness could form an opinion of the strengtli 
of the enemy only from the length of our line, and he con- 
sidered the forces on each side nearly equal. He thought 
that by this operation, the communication with the rivet 
Raisin was completely opened. Witness sent a spy into 
Brownstown and understood by Captain Maxwell that the 
enemy had disappeared ; he then returned to the field 
of battle to collect his dead and Wounded, and encamped 
there for the night. Captain Maxwell was sent out the 
ensuing morning, and brought two or three scalps on red 
painted poles left by the Indians, as evidence that he had been 
at Brownstown. Witness said that he dcUched Capt. Snel- 
ling to Gen. Hull, at Detroit, to inform him of the transac- 
ti-jn, and that we had lost the greater part of our provi- 
sions ; and requesting him to send provisions with boats or 
waggons to carry back our xvoundcd men ; and also with a 
further request for a reinforcement, if he could spare it, as 
the men were very much fatigued and many were wounded 
—that Colonel M' Arthur came down the next day with 
-'TJ""or boats, and brought (as witness thinks) 2 barrels 
of flour, one barrel of pork and apart ofabarrel of whiskey 
—that the men were very hungiy.and made, witness believes, 
oiily^ breadtfutof this supply— that it was late in the day 
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Witness did not think that General Hull appeared much 
ajpiatcd on th;: ISth; but that on the 16lh, he did ;<ppear 
50. He [the Geotral) was in the fort on the morning of 
the surrender, sometimes leaning, sometimes silting, and at 
others standing; witness cannot s a}' whether the agitation 
proceedud from personal alarm, or from a consideratiin of 
the heavy responsibility in which he was involved ; and he 
does not know whether at the time he formed any decided 
opinion on the subject. Witness says that Central Hull 
after the surrender said to witness, that the enemy might 
perhaps take some advantage of that part of his proclama- 
tion which said that " no man taken in arms by the side of 
an Indian, should be taken prisoner." 



Examined by the Court. 

Q. What was your opinion, while in Canada, as to the 
propriety of making an attack upon Maiden, either soon af- 
ter the army arrived in Canada, or afterwards ? — Were 
yuu or were you not, satisfied, froKi the best information 
you had received, that an attack on Maiden would be at- 
tended with success ^ 

A. I was always fiilly of opinion that wc ought to have 
made an attack on Maiden within a few days after we ar- 
rived in Canada. I never had any doubt of the success of 
an attack at any time. 

Here an objection was made by the prisoner to the wit- 
ness's opinion being asked ; which the court agreed to 
consider. The question was then modified so as to read 
as follows : 

^ Did you express in council your opinion, while in 
Canada, as to the propriety of making an attack on Mai- 
den, cither soon after the army arrived in Canada or af- 
terwards t and what was that opinion, as to its propriety 
and probable success at hat time ? 

A. At the council which was called to decide the ques- 
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tion whether we should attack Maiden immediately or 
wait for the artilcr), I supported ray opinion that wc should 
not wait for the artillery, and suggested to General Hull 
that we should divide the army equally and send down 
one half in boats, or by aback road, to below the fort, and 
with the other half approach them from above, that the 
troops might make an united attack ; and I told the gen- 
eral that I would answer for my men, that they would at- 
tack the fort and not fall back in disorder. The general 
said that if the other commandants of regiments would an- 
swer for their men he would attack the fort. . They said 
that they could not answer solely for their men, but had no 
doubts but that they would behave well. The general said 
he had no doubts as to the regulars, but that he had some 
as to the militia, who were inexperienced, against a fort. 

Q. What was the strength ef the 4lh regiment fit for 
duty on the last of July or first of August, including the 
detachment of ihc first — or, from the latter part of July to 
the 3d or 4th August .' 

A. [ cannot say precisely — about 300, principally in 

I good health ; the adjutant has some reports by him, X 
believe. 
Q. Were the men of the 4th regiment trained to the ex- 
ercise of the great guns ? and what was their force on the 
morning of the surrender i 
A. They were pretty well trained, having been practised 
by Cnptain Truman at Fort Independence ; there were 
about 230 or 260 effective fordut)-- 
Q. Was it suggijstcd in any council that a position new 
Maiden would facilitate the communication to the river 
Ratsin i 
A. I think I suggested it several times. 
ft. W^s there any general order given for posting the 
troops ill different situations for the defence of the fort and 
town of Detroit, on or before the !6th August. 1812? 
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A. I do not recollect any written order ; there was an. 
arrangLmeot made the evening before. Col. Brush was to 
defcud the upper part of the town with his. men. Col. 
Findley was to form rather northerly of ihe fort. The 4th 
regiment was to be stationed in the fort, and the residue 
at the baiteries. This arrangement was made by General 
Hull. 

Q. You stated that Maiden was to be attacked without 
waiting for cannon, as proposed b« you in council, and 
that you ijave a plan of attack ; were not both these opin- 
ions averruled by a majority in the council i 

A. Yes ; it wjs &o proposed in council. My plan was 
not submitted to the council ; the only question was, should 
M:dden be attacked without watting for cannon or other- 
wise. 

Adjourned to the next day. 



^2d Day. Saturday, IZth February, 1BI4, 

The Court met pursuant ts adjournment, all the members 
present. 

Colonel Miller cnsa-exammed by General Hull. 

Q. Was I not active in forwarding the march of the ar- 
my? 

A< It is my opinion that General Hull hurried the troops 
in their march, after he joined, as much as prudence would 



Q Were not my personal exertions actively engaged ? 

A. I observed your personal exertions in the march from 
Urbana. 

Q. Did I not, during the march, pay as much attention 
tothe discipline and to the reviewing of the troops aa their 
situation wuald admit, from their labour and fatigue in 
opening the country ? 
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A. At Urbana the troops were drilled part of an afier- 
hoon : from thence to Detroit there was no opportunity 
for disciplining them. The fatigue of cutting the road, 
with the march, was as much as they could endure. 

Q. Do you not recollect the troops being called out for 
tlrill and review at Urbana, but being prevented by a storm. 
A. I do not recollect. 

Q. Was there not an order of march generally known 
to the army. 

A. The order of march exhibited was that understood by 
me. I do not recollect whether it was to be followed by 
written order or not. The troops generally marched ac- 
cording to that order of march. 

Q. Was not your regiment to form in front in case of ar 
attack I 

A. That was my intention, but I do not know how th< 
other regiments were to formt 

^ Was not the column to form by facing outwards, in 
case of an attack upon the right flank ? 

A. That was generally understood, but I do not recollect 
any order cither verbal or written. General Hull conversed 
with me frequently on the subject ; and I think it was com- 
municated to the other officers also by conversation. 

Q. Was not this order of march similar to the one adopt- 
ed by General Wayne in passing through that country 'i 

A. It was, I believe, as General Hull told me it wa^ 
his intention to adopt the same order. I believe this was 
similar. 

Q. Did you not perceive me almost constantly hi a situ- 
ation that I could, in case of an attack, make a disposition 
of the army ? 

A. During the greater part of the march General Hult 
rode near me— I was in front — he sometimes passed to the 
war. 

P 
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Q. Was not the paper (exhibited) the pUn of cncanp- 
mcni for the army .' 

A. We usually cacaraprd in ihe form of a hallow square, 
facing outwards — >the fires fifty yards without the Imes of 
the squarn. 

Q. Had we twt generally a breastwork of logs without 
the lines of the square ? 

A. After we had advanced so far as to be apprchentit-c 
of an attacic, breastworks WL:re generally made at Mich a 
distance as to leave room for whc<:Iing a platoon, 20 or 30 
feet ia front of the line of tents. 

Q. Incase of alarm was not the post of each regiment 
designated by orders, so as that eadi should form in order 
of battle in front of its huts P 

A. Yes, it was generally understood. I believe there 
was a verbal order from General Hull to that effect. 

Q. Was there not a signal by t^ of drum given by my 
order and at my quarters, every morning before day, which 
signified that the troops were to turn out and fom ? 

A. This was the general understanding, and acted upon 
accordingly. 

Q. Did t not use exertion and industry at Detroit to 
prepare the heavy and light field artillery ? 

A. I discovered no want of exertion in that respect- 
Q. After your batde at Maguaga, whu reinforcement 
did you want, or suggest that you wanted i 

A. r think I suggested 150 or 200 men, if they could 
be conveniently spared. 

Q. Were there do provisions to be had near the place 
where the batde was fought ? 

A. We found a number of Indians' hogs, green com 
and potatoes. I know of no setUements nearer than the 
River Ecorces, or that of Detroit: nor of any flour or 
bread-stuffs. 
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Q. Were not the 380 men you had with you die whole, 
or nearly the whole, of the effective men of the 4lh rcgi- 

A. ( had almost the whole effective force, except what 
was left with Captain Cook in detachment under Major 
Dennie, on the other side of the river, in Canada ; I do 
not recollect the number. When I speak of the -Hh Regi- 
ment, J mean to include Stansbcrry's and M^Cabe's detach- 
ments- 

Q. Were there any British troops in the fort, before you. ' 
had signed the capitulation at the tenii' 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you sec any conduct of mine on the morning of 
the 16th which the fatigue I had undergone, and the re- 
sponsibility which was upon me, might not have produced f 

A, I dont know that I did. 

Q. Can you mention any act of mine on the l6th which 
you did at the time, or do now, impute to cowardice or 
personal fear, and if ao, what i 

A. Yes ! such an immediate surrender I tUnk was indi' 
cative of a wunt of courage. 

Q. Did you see me while I was in the fort in any place 
»r situation unfit for a commanding ofhcer J 

A. The general was towards the easterly part of the fort 
■^1 was there myself — he sat down a considerable part of 
r (he parapet— this was during die cannonade. 
I considered it a safer part of the fort- 

Q. Was not my situation near the gate the most con- 
venient for receiving com mutu cations from without the 
fort; 

A. It was. 

Q. Did Colonels M*Arthur and Cass object to your 
plan of attack on Maiden, proposed in council i 

A. I do not recollect. 

Q. Were you, in council, in favour of any other mode 
cf attack on Maiden than that you proposed .' 
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A. 1 %-otcd in council for aa immediate atuclc. Afterl 
having so voted, I proposed to the general my views of 
utuck. I did not suppose General Hull to be bound by 
my opinion. 

Q. Do you recollect my written orders sent to you at 
Brownstown by Colonel M' Arthur; and that when Colo* 
DCl M'Arthur went with 100 men, I would not divest you 
of the command, but said thut if Colonel M*Arthur went 
with you he must go as a volunteer ; otherwise that he 
must return ? 

A. I recollect something of that kind. 

Q. Do you not recollect stating to me that you would 
not consent to be commanded by Colonels Findley, Cass, 
or M'Anhur, after I had received letters from the Secre- 
tary at War i 

A. That I could not, and would not : as I considered 
that the Secretary at War had decided the question in my 
favour. 

Q. Did I no^ state to you that Colonels M'Anhur, 
Findley and Cass had commissions as full colonels, and 
that your commission was only that of tieutenant'colonel .' 

A. You did. 

Q. Please to state what you know of the mutiny at Ur- 
bana^ 

A. When the troops were to marcli from Urbana, I was 
requested by an express to send a company of the 4th Re- 
giment to compel some men of the Ohio voluuleers to 
msirch. They had laid down their arms and refused to 
march. 

Q. Do you recollect my sending for you about the 7th 
August, in the evening, when about leaving Sandwich, and 
mentioninj; my intention of concentrating the forces at De- 
troit : and als.o my intention to send you to open the com- 
munication with River Raisin, where the provisions were ': 



C 11' ) 

A. I recollect your sending for me and proposing the 
force I was to command. 

^ Do you not recollect my shewing you some letters 
from Generals Hall and Porter on the Niagara frontier, 
stating that Cieneral Brock was advancing with a consider- 
able force ; and that it was a reason I assigned for rc-crosa- 
ing? 

A< I think that you shewed me at that time letters from 
General Porter and from some other general, perhaps Ge- 
neral Hall, and either stated the contents or read them ; 
that this was about the time the main body re-crossed : and 
that General Hull stated this as a reason for re-crossing. 

Q. Do you recollect at what time General M'Anhur 
left you i 

A. General M'Arthur left me, I think, on the afternoon 
of the lOth August. The men were very much fatigued. 

Q. Was there not a severe storm of rain on the 9th, af- 
ter the action ; and were not your men much exposed to it i' 

A. The men were very much so, and fatigued. I had a 

I relapse of the ague the day after the battle. 
Q, Were you and your men in a situation to have pro- 
ceeded ? 
A. Neither myself nor men were in as good a situation 
as we had been in ; but we were able to proceed, and 
should have proceeded, if we had not been ordered back. 
Q. State at what time you received the order to return, 
and why you did not proceed on the 11th ? 
A. Because I had no provisions. I have stated when I 
received the order. 
Q. Did you not draw provisions at Detroit i 
A. We took two days' provisions, which served for the 
9th and lOtb. 



Re-examined by the Court< 
Q,. When General Hull informed you of his iatentton 
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lo couccnirate his force at Detroit, as you have ineniioned, 
did ho merely state his imcmion, of did he ask your opiiuon 
on ihc mcuurc ; and if he asked your opinion, what was 
it? 

A. We conversed freely on ihc subject some days before 
the army moved, and I believe he asked my opinion, h 
v\is, not to re-cross ; but, if he did, to leave one-hatf of th« 
army on the Canada side. 

Q. At what time did you leave the fott to ^ to the tent ? 
at what time did you return; and when did you ace the 
British troops in possession of the fort? 

A. I went out of the fort between 10 and tl o'clock; 
I'cturned in about three -quarters of an hour ; and saw about 
100 British troops near the gate on the outside. 

Q. Whca General Hull ordered you to the tent to as- 
sist in drawing up the articles of Capitulation, did he give 
you atry directions to stipulate for the protection of such 
Canadians as had availed themselves of his proclamation ? 

A. I do not know that he did. 

ft. Did any essential injury result lo the service from 
the rank of the field officers not being setded ; and did they 
not act at all times together when required so to do i If 
not, state the cases. 

A. I do not recollect any movements being made whea 
it was an impediment. General Casa and I went together 
most : sometimes he commanded ; at others I did. 1 was 
on ^ood terms with all the colonels. 1 thought I ought to 
rank above them< 

Q. When you returned to the fort from the tent, had the 
American troops stacked or thrown down their arms : and 
was the fort at this time so crouded aS not to admit of their 
acting with effect ? 

A. I think they had stacked their arms ; and the fort 
was so crouded that they could not all have acted together 
wiUi effect. 
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Rfi-examined hy General Hull. 

(i- Uo you rt-callect thai when I left you at tlic tcnl with 

ibe British officers, I told you I was willing to tnpVc ihe 

surrender the basis of a treaty, and that you must get the 

beat terms you could i 

A. I think you did. 

Q. Did I Dot state to you as a reason for sending a flag, 
that I wished, in obtaining a cessation of hostilitieB, ttxniia 
timer in Hopes of hearing Irotn Colonels M'Anhur and 
Cass? 

A. I think you had a conversation with me on that »«h- 
jeci when the flag went out, and before we had any an- 
swer from the enemy. 

Captain James Dalliby was again called to be ex- 
amined by the Court, when General Hull made the follow- 
ing objection— 

" 1 object to the examination of any witness after hia 
testimony has been closed, and after he has been permit- 
ted to hear the examination of other witnesae--." 

To consider which the Court was cleared — The Court 
after due deliberation overruled the objection. The Court 
being opened, Cspiain Dalliby was examined. 

Q. At what time did you receive directions from Gene- 
ral Hull (after the army arrived at Detroit) to make pre- 
parations fur fixing ammunition, making or repairing the 
gun carriages, and, generally, any preparation either for at- 
tackiDg the enemy or for the defence of Detroit ? 

A. As I have before stated, no alterations of great con- 
sequence were made at Detroit for its defiance after the 4lli 
July. On the 6th July some artificers who came from 
Ohio went to work to mount some heavy cannon on trucks 
for the batteries on the banks of Detroit ; and some repair* 
were made to the gun carriages for the three brass stx- 
pounders; and a small quantity of ammunition was fixed ; 
Wi no order was issued, to my knowledge, to prepare the 
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henvy ordnance until some lime after llic army went into 
Canada. I have not the order, but I think it ww dAed 
the 15th or 16th July. 

CTfie Court adjourned until Manday, 31*' Feh.J 

I 



^2d Day, Monday, ftist Febrvary^ 1814. 

The Court met, pursuant to acljourutncnt : but Genera) 
Dearborn and Colonels Fcnwick and Bogardua hcing ab- 
sent, (the two former through indisposiiionj the Court 
thought proper to adjourn until Wednesday morning, at 
half-past 10 o'clock. 

24M Day. IVednnday, 23d Feb. 181*. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, when, all the 
members being present, excepting Colonel Bogartlus, the 
Court was cleared for the purpose of discussing some ques- 
tions relative to the absence of that officer ; and was af- 
terwards adjourned till Monday the 2Sth inst. at half-past 
10 o'clock. 

2Sth Day. Monday, 28th Feb. 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjuurnment, when ail the 
members were present, excepting Colonel Bogardus : in 
consequence of whose non-attendance the Court adjourned 
until tD>marrow at 11 o'clock. 

26t^Day. Tuesday, Ul March, 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to ndjoummenti Colonel Bo* 
gardus, one of the members, being still absent— General 
Hull, after cojwtniiog to the Court's proceeding without- 
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€t>l<me1 Bogardiu, and thu it should be at liberty to tale 
auch further order as it might think proper, entered upott 
his defence, and read several documents, for which see 
Appendix. 

LieaUTumt Jonah Bacsn, af the *th ffe^iment U. S. 

Injantry, sworn. 
Lieutenant Bacon said that he was Quartermaster of the 
4th Regiment, and joined it at Urbana on the 9th Juni 
that, after the march commenced, he had charge of the 
ammunition of the whole army— that, so far as his cxpe*' 
rience enabled him to judge, the march was conducted Ul. 
the same manner as the march on the Wabash expediiioftl 
was conducted, except that when encamped they were for-' 
«(ied by felling trees in the form of a breastwork i 
square, according to the state of the ground — that, in two 
or three days after the march had commenced, orders were 
given that no fires should be made after sundown within 
the lines, but at a certain distance in front~-ihat Captain 
Mansfield had at first charge of the ammunition, but that 
that charge was delivered to witness after two or three 
days* march— that, as soon as witness saw the cartridges, 
he thought them unfit for service, as the string was tied 
ever the swell of the balls, so that they could not be pre- 
vented from filling out tn seven instances out of eight— 
that at Solomon's Town, General Hull directed better car- 
tridges to be prepared, in which service men were employ:^ 
ed daily, as opportunity served — that, whenthe first bat 
lion of the 4th Regiment was ordered to cross the 
witness tvas encamped with them on the esplanade, and 
lieard General Hull give frequent orders, after the army 
had crossed into Canada, to Captain Thorpe who had 
charge of the artificers ; that Colonel Miller had charge of 
the 4th Regiment at the same time ; that 20 men were de- 
tailed at Detroit for several days previous to the cnpitula* 
Q 
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tiiM to imke cartrUlge* tor the tafaoCry at Urge ; that C^>- 
tain U Jiibjr had aa charge of ihe nmskcl rartndgn u:_ tu» 
tunc, tluu tbe witness has aoy koowkdj^ of — he di ■ out 
interfere with th« wiiaes&: th^thcdoes imc recollect tbe 
qtwn i:v of cartridges made, but dlinls about 106,000. and 
all under the direction of the witness, cxchtuve of those 
brought from Urbana and those at Detroit wbcd the anny 
arrived there ; that he does not recollect whether the men 
had worms to drav their cartrid^s or not, but many were 
dr:>w>i ; that they were fired off b) the Otuo Tolimtecrs oo 
iheir recuTD from guard or dctachmcttt, as many were 
issued, almost as fast as they were made, on some da\-s; 
that witness reported tLis fact to General Hidl ; that many 
of the covers of the cartouch boxes were insuSctem to pro- 
tect the cartridges from the weather, and niany were coc- 
uquetuly damaged by it ; that witness was employed some- 
time on the 15th and 16th during the cannonade, in issuing 
fixed ammimition, in the place of Captain Dalliby, and de- 
livered some 241b. cartridges several times ; that on the 
moniing of the 16th, before day, witness ioTormed Geae- 
ral Hull that the 24lb. cartridges were nearly expended ; 
thftt Mr. M'Comband witness examined with a dark lan- 
tern, and could find no more packed in the same kind ol 
boxes ; that there was much confusion ; that General Hull 
gave witness directions to go to Captain Dyson and tell 
him not to (ire the 24lb. cartridges, unless he was prcit; 
sure of their taking effect and annoying the enemy's batte- 
ries, as those cartridges vrere nearly expended. 

{Here Col. James Miller was again called and examined 
by Gen. Hull.) 

Q. Did not Colonel Brush come up to the fort on tht 
morning of the I6(h, about the time I »vas informed that 
Knagg's men had joined the enemy; and what did he say 
about the milit a tir commanded' 

A. After the fiag had been sent out, and befere any an- 
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iwer had been returned to it, I recollect that Colonel Brush 
came CO the fort and mentioned, or rather exclainicd, that 
by G— d, he believed his men would have run away to ia' 
man. 

Q. Do you recollect at anytime during the campaign^ 
and before the 15th and IGth^ any particular habit I IumI 
of chewing tobacco ? 

A. I had very frequently seen ity and observed that you- 
had a habit, when apparently engaged, of having tobaceo 
in front of your mouth, and turning it about with your 
fingers ; alternately exchanging the quid from the fingen 
to the mouth. 

Q. Did you not observe this on the 15th and 16th ? 

A. I did on the 16th ; I do not recollect particularly on 
-t>ie 15th. 

Q. ' Did there appear to be any more of this habit on the 
16th than you usually observed ? 

A. There was, but it might have been owing to want of 
rest and tp faugue. 

CThe Court adjourned until to-morrow athaif-past 10 

o^chcij A* M.J 



^7thDay^ Wednesday^ 2d Marckj 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment^ all the members 

being' present excepting Colonel Bogardus* 

. Lieutenant Bacon's examination was continued. 

He itatedf that he frequently took powder from the ma* 

gazine to fill cartridges, and that, three or four days before 

die surrender, he was directed by General Hull to accom- 

pan ' Captain Dyson and ascertain what quantity of pow* 

der there was in the magazine ; whictt 'he did, and the^ 

found 43 casks of from 107 to llSlbs. which was reported '. 
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to the gcoeral. He cannot say what quaniiiy Qf muaLet 
cartridges there was, as Captains Dyson, VVhisilcr and 
himaeit issued them. WitnesR saw General Hull od the 
15th and IGth August — there were some plan Ics and boards 
1) ing between the guard house and the gate o( the fort, but 
witness cannot say whether any of them tormcd a seat or 
not ; he thinks he saw General Hull sitting ou them, to- 
gether with some officers, Doctor CunninghLun and his lady, 
on the morning of the 16th, during the cannonade. Wit- 
ness saw General Hull once on the 15th on the parapet, and 
ODce on the 16th ; he saw htm also in different parts of the 
fort during the cannonade. General Hull appeared engaged 
as usual, and agitated more than usual, on the momitig of 
the I6th, but witness docs not know the cause — he had no 
suspicion that it proceeded from personal fear ; neither did 
he hear any of&cers at the time express an opinion that it 
did. Witness says that, after the shot from the enemy 
did any execution, most of the officers were on the side 
next the enemy's battery — they had nothing to do elsewhere. 
Witness said that, as to the subordination and discipline of 
the Ohio militia, they were militia without either — some 
were frequently disorderl)- — and that, one evening at Ur- 
bana there was a noise, when he (witness) ran out to en- 
quire the cause, and saw some men of his regiment, who 
said ii was only some of the Ohio militia riding one of their 
officers on a mil. 

Lieutenant Bacon was cross-examined by the Judge Ad- 
vocate, and stated, that the Ohio militi^i had been just call- 
ed into the field, and were as well disciplined as militia 
generally are ; that he never was in any engagement with 
them during the campaign ; that he does not recollect sec* 
jog more than 30 or 40 of them, who at one time, refused 
, to cross into Canada with the army ; and that he thinks he 
oaw at another time 100; that, when the troops left Ur- 
tiftoa, Captaia Hul)> as aid-dc'camp, informed Colonef 
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Miller thai there was another mutinj- among the Ohio mt- 
litia; anJ gave him an order from General Hull to keep 
back hii. rcgimLiU (ihe 4lh) to suppress Ji ; that the gene- 
ral soon alter rode up to the head of the column and di- 
rected Colouel Miller to march in, saiing, with some em- 
phasis, " By G — d, Sir, your regiment is a powerful 
argument. Without it I could not march these vo- 
lumeers to Dciri»ii ;" that Captain Mansfield's, Cap- 
tain Brown's companies, and some others, were under 
better discipline than the rest ; that the feeling and 
disposition of the men were generally very good ; that they 
seemed to be actuated by an enthusiasm highly creditable, 
and what witness said respecting their want of discipline 
and subordination, he attributes to no other cause than 
want of experience. Witnesa in answer to the cross-ex- 
amination then stated, that the cannonade began about 4 
o'clock in the afternoon ; that they contlnuec} to throw 
shells till between 9 and 10 o'clock at night, during which 
time witness was in the fort and saw General Hull on the 
parapet, but does not know how long he remained there ; 
that he was saying something about the field pieces that were 
getting up J that this was after the firing had ceased ; that 
the fire of tlie enemy was principally directed at the bat- 
tery, which was upwards of 200 yards from the fort— one 
shell came into the fort ; that the cannonading re-commen- 
ced about day-break on the I6th, and wounded a man; 
that witness saw General Hull on the parapet, looking to- 
wards the enemy ; and thinks there was firing at the fort 
before the American battery ceased firing. 

Cross-examined by the Court. 
Witness says it was early in the morning that General 
Hull was ou the parapet, and before the shot killed Lieu- 
tenant Hacoks ; that General Hull ordered him (the wit- 
ness) to have the tap of the drum beaten at day-break, te 
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turn out the men to man the works, whicb was done ; lliat 
there was some fixed ammunition for the cannon in the fort 
besides what was reported, hut he cannot say how much~~ 
it Was undercharge of Lieutenant Dalliby ; that the men 
were taken off from making cartridges, to march to Browns- 
town under Colonel Miller. 

ft. (By Gen. Hull.) Was I not during the cannonade on 
the 15th and 16th, the principal part of the time, out of the 
fort, at the batteries and with the troops ? 

A. I cannot say. 

Q,. (By the Court.) At the time you saw General Hull 
M the parapet of the fort, did you obsen'c any of the ene- 
my's shot to come near the fort i 

A. I think not. 

Here General Hull wished to put a question, relative to 
Major Snelling'a testimony as to the British force coming 
against Detroit, which, after some discuBsion, was waved. 



General Peter B. Porter sworn. 
General Porter stated that, about the last of March or 
beginning of April, 1812, he was at the office of the Secrc- 
tarv at War with General Hull, after he had been appoint- 
ed a Brigadier- General, and about the time he was to march 
to Detroit; that he was frequently with the heads of de- 
partments, and had conversations as to the operations of 
the army, in case war should be declared, which was ia 
contemplation. 

General Porter was then examined by General Hull. 

Q. Do you recollect whether I recommended that a 
navy should be formed on the lakes, to have a superiority 
over the British in case of war ^ 

A. I do. 

Q. Did I state what that force should be, under those 
circumstances, and what number of men it should consist 
of? 
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A* i recollect being at the war ofEce, but not precisely 
ilie force proposed. The British force was stated. — I think 
the naval forcu which General Hull said should be 
GODStructed was a sloop of war of twenty guns, and that 
the brig Adams, a merchant vessel, which was then on the 
ways for repairs, should be taken into the service — the 
Secretary of the Navy proposed writing to Captain Stew- 
art at Philadelphia to repair to Washington to concert mea- 
sures. 

Q. Was not a navy-agent appointed at that time for Lake 
Erie? 

A. There was — I was twice at the Pi-esidcnt'swith Gen. 
Hull, when the subject of a navy was talked over : at first 
> agreed to have one; but aflcrWiLrds it was agreed to 
abandon it, doubtless as inexpedient : the brig Adams was 
transferred by the Secretary at War to the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Q. Did I not go twice with you to the President's, to 
urge the expediency of a naval force on Lake brie, in case 
of war? 

A. I understood so. 

ft. Did I not state to llie Secretary at War that 30O0 men 
would be necessary ? 

A. General Hull talked of provisions and the mode of 
supplying them, and then proposed 3000 men ; the Secre- 
tary replied that there would not be so many j perhaps 
2000. 

ft. Please to mention what was said and done witli 
regard to provisions. 

A. I wished my brother, the contractor, to have some 
official notice of the necessary supplies for the army, that 
they might be prepared ; and requested the Secretary to 
transmit some written requisition to that effect ; this the 
Secretary declined, saying he would not. Upon this I was 
somewhat surprised and vexed, and retired, determining 



to write to my brother, which I did. I left Wiishingtoii 
on my way home, and at New- York heard from my broth- 
er, and wrote to the Secretary at War, who, inconsequence 
of my expostulating with him, sent on awritten requisition. 
In consequence of adverse winds the principal part of the 
provisions did not reach Detroit until after the war was de- 
clared. 



Captain Thomson AlaxvieU sworn. 
This witness stated that he joined the North-Wcstem 
army as.a guide and conductor of spies, at Stanton on the 
Miami ; that he is well acquainied with the couniry from 
thcDce towards Detroit, dbout 150 miles of which route is 
I complete wilderness { there never had been a road cut 
through it — it was a swamp. He said, " I served five 
years in the French war as a private, some years as a non- 
commissioned officer ; six years as an ensign and lieuienant 
in die Revolutionary war, and afterwards under General 
Wilkinson; and have been in 33 battles in the three wars. 
I saw General Hull on the 15th August, and after the can- 
nonade commenced from our battery at Detroit : not hav- 
ing any thing to do, I went to the battery commanded by 
Captain Anderson, to see what effect our balls had upon 
the enemy. I saw General Hull riding on horseback, and 
cast my eye upon his countenance ; his voice appeared cool 
and collected ; I saw him ride off. This was towards even- 
ing, when the batteries were opened on both sides. I saw 
nothing like agitation. My reason for looking particularly 
at the general's countenance was, because there wa~ a cla- 
mour (hat he was intimidated."—" General Hull cunducted 
the army from Urbana with as much regularit}' and caution 
as I have ever seen practised."—" I have lived thirteen 
years in Ohio, and have been engaged every year in droving 
cattle and hogs from thence to Detroit market ; from 1000 
to 1S90 hogs annually, from 150 to SOOlbs. weight each 
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(on a rough calculation ;) and from 150 to 300 head of 
catde — they were generally driven through the woods with- 
out any road." — ^' I am at present 72 years of age, and am 
a forage-master in General Wilkinson's army." 

The following documents were then read : 

1. Interrogatories to, and answers from. Or. Eustace, 
late Secretary at War. 

2. Letter from Gen. Hull, from Detroit, dated 9tli 
August, 1812. 

3. Letter from do. to Gov. Meigs, dated 11th July, 
1812. 

4. Letter from do. to Col. Wells, dated 1 1th August, 
1812. 

5. Letter from do. to Gov. Meigs, dated tIthAugust, 
1812. 

6. Letter to Capt. Brush, dated 6th August, 1812, 

7. Letter to Gen. Hull, from Col. Anderson, command- 
ing the militia at River Raisin, dated 4th August, 1812, 
received the 12th of the same month. 

8. Letter from Gen. Hull, to the Secretary at War, 
dated eth August, 1812. 

Captain Maxwell, again called by Gen. Hull. 
Said that he saw General Hull for the first time at Trea- 'f 
ton, on the 26th Dec. 1 776, and at Princeton on the 2i3 i 
Jan. 1 777 ; believes he was a major — and saw him agaia ^ 
after the army had been driven from Ticonderoga, andl 
while at Beemer- heights, on the 19ih Sept. 1777 — he v 
then in action : he saw him again on the 7th Oct. when 1 
the enemy were driven. Witness was then in Colonel 
Hall's regiment from New-Hampshire. Witness never 
heard his f General Hull's) character impeached during his 
life (meaning during the Revolutionary War.) 
R 
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Lieutetumt Lewis Peckham, ef tke ith Segment I 
Infantry, xvas calbd and s-wom. 

Lieutenant P<:ckhain said ^at he was in the fon of De< 
trott on the 16th August, 1812, and recollects speaking to 
Colonel Miller, who was within a few feet of General 
Hull, but does not recollect speaking to the general ; that 
he told Colonel Miller he thought it would be well to spitce 
the guns of the batteries which were silenced, lest they 
should be turned against the Fort of Detroit; that he re- 
collects General Hull saying, " are they earning f" but, 
does not know General Hull was informed that the < 
were coming. 



fThe Court a< 



irned unlU to-morrotv at 10 i 




28/A Day. Tfiursday, id March, 1614. 



i'/ic Court met pursuant to adjournnimt, ail tke met 
bein^ present, Calonel Bogardiis excepted. 
Lieutenant Peckham was again called, and said, " I saw 
GcuL-ral Hull frequently at Detroit, on the a5th and 16th 
August; and on the 16th, during the cannonade, he appear- 
ed to me to be much agitated ; and the impression made 
upon my mind was, that he was under the influence of 
personal fear. He gave no orders, to my knowledge. 



Major Jeremiah Munson called and sworn. 
Major Munson, in reply to several questions put to him 
by General Hull, said, " I was present at a council of war 
held at Sandwich — General Hull read from a paper he held 
what were considered as his views of the course proper to 
be pursued at that time ; — the general remarked constdent' 
bly on the fall of Mackana, and on his not having received 
My information on the subject of oo- operation from betowi 
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—there vas a fortress erecting at Sandwich, I believe for 
the protection of the inhabitants. The leading; featurea of 
the proposition committed to writing by General Hull, and 
made by him to the council, were, I believe, to re-cross 
the river with the main body of the array — to eijcct a for 
tress at Brownstown— ^to open the communication with 
Ohio— and wait for reinforcements. I recollect that ihe 
council were unanimous, with the exception of one or two, 
or perhaps more, in not adopting the general's proposition. 
General Hull stated that in his opinion Fort Maiden was 
equal in strength toStoncy Point, when taken by General 
Wayne ; that he had no hea\')' artillery mounted at that 
time ; and that his opinion was, that it might be attacked 
in the aame way, that is, at the point of the bayonet ; and 
appealed to the officers for their confidence in the troops 
ior such an enterprjze. My own opinion was, that the 
troops were not generally calculated for that kind of ser- 
vice. , I do not recollect the opinion of the other officers, 
cxficpting Major Tremble, who had confidence in the 
troops under Colonel M'Arthur, and expressed himself 
accordingly. The result of the council was, that they 
shontd wait several days for heavy cannon to be mounted 
and|placed on floating batteries — scouring the river — open- 
ing the communication by land, and trying the strength of 
the enemy's works. General Hull accompanied his propo- 
sitions with the promise to lead them on tt> the atladc, if 
they had confidence in their troops." 

Q. (By General Hull.) Did you not see mc on the t*th 
and 16th ; and did you observe me in such situations as 
could not be accounted for otherwise than by personal fear ! 

A. The general's situation was a critical one. He had 
■ great deal of responsibility, and great care on his mind 
if he had any feelings. I saw nothing in his conduct but 
what might be accoented for without recurring to personal 
fcjy. 
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Examined by the Cotirt. 

•' I was present at the time when Captain Ualhby re- 
quested leave of General Hull to fire on the enemy. The 
general replied, " Those who live in glass bouses should 
not throw stones first;" alluding to the general's situation. 
1 heard something said about, " If the enemij would let me 
alone, I would let them alone.''* 

Q. Did you see General Hull during the attack on the 
fort, about the time the officers were killed ? 

A. I went into the fort, about 15 minutes after Doctor 
Reynolds was wounded. I saw General Hull at that time, 
as I before stated. 

^ When you speak of General Hull's situation, do you 
allude to what passed during the attack on the fort, or after 
the firing had ceased ? 

A. I did not see General Hull until after the cannonade 
bid ceased. 



Lieutenant Bacon again called, and examined by Gen. 
Hull. 

Said that on the 8tb August he drew two days' provisions 
in advance for the detachment under Colonel Miller; and 
that he drew provisions for detachments of the 4th Regi- 
ment, by orders, sometimes general, sometimes from the 
colonel — those orders were sometimes accompanied by di- 
rections to have them cooked. ' 

Colonel Kingsbury's Affidavit was taken by consent, 
and read. (See Document!.) 

Captain Samuel Dyson, \st Artillery, sworn. 
Captain Samuel Dyson said, I think General Hull gave 
orders, three or four days after his arrival at Detroit, to 
put in order, repair, and mount the heayy artillery, and 
that he made use of all the means in his power that cir- 
cumstances admitted of— several artificers who did Dot be 
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long ts the srmy were cinployed in this work. I had 
charge, myself, of those things. In the short time al- 
lowed every thing was done that could be done. Some of 
the cmbrazures might have been repaired. I crossed the 
river with the army and in five or six days returned and 
took the direction of repairing guns, made a gin and the 
rope for a fall. I do not think more could have been done 
without more hands. The carriages (for howitzers) were 
broke in an experiment; they had been returned unlit for 
service a year before — we had to make new ones. Two 
bridges over Turkey-Creek and River Aux Canards were 
taken away by the enemy — the rivers could not be passed. 
The road from Turkey-Creek to River Aux Canards wa« 
SO marshy that cannon could not be transported by land. I 
was at a council of war held at Sandwich in August. I 
commanded the batteries on the 15th and 16th, and recol- 
lect seeing General Hull pass my battery on the 16th, on 
horseback, before day ; I perceived nothing unusual in his 
voice— this was before the cannonade. I was directed on 
the morning of the 16ih not to fire so fast, but no reason 
was assigned. Our firing seemed to have very little ef- 
fect ; th«ir ground was higher than ours. I believe we dis< 
mounted one of their pieces. 

Cross-examined by the Judge Advocate. 
Witness says that the expression, " / am v/ilUng to obey 
any order," was made use of at the time an application was 
inade by Majsr Jessup to General Hull for a 24 pounder 
to take to Spring Wells. General Hull asked witness if it 
could be taken down j he replied, it is doubtful, but " lam 
vnlUng to obey any order" Witness says that the enemy's 
batteries had very liale effect on the American ; that there 
were 200 rounds each for the two 34 pounders, which were 
intended to be taken to Maiden ; that 7 or 8 waggons were 
loaded with ball and ammunition at the time of the Eurren- 
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dCT ; that at the ume the cnei^ were erecting their bstte- 
ricB, they were not disturbed ; thai odc of those batteries was 
a mortar battery, aod was btiiit under cover of a wooden 
house ; that he, witness, was in command at Detroit from 
ItOS to 1808; that a great namber of cattle and hogs were 
flriven thither from Ohio ; that the contractors got the 
principal part of their pork by that means ; that the inh^i- 
tania could buy cheaper than they could raise them, and 
there was not enough raised to subsist the inhabitants ; 
that the Canadian people were not industrious in cultiva- 
ting their farms ; that the enemy might have been prevent- 
ed ^m worlcing at their batteries in the day time ; that 
he supposes the ammunition would have lasted for two or 
thtee days, constant firing ; that there were 56 barrels of 
powder and plenty of ball, which were taken by order of 
General Brock; that he, witness, did not see Lieutenant 
Bacon on the 16ih,andhe received no order from General 
Hull not to fire unless with effect ; that he cannot say what 
number of 24lb. cartridges there were ; there were fifty 
roimds for each gun, of 9tb. and 12lb. of canistersbot; 
that he does not know whether the 24lb. cartridges were 
titkcn from the waggons ; that he thinks there were 109 
rounds of 24lb. cartridges ; that the boxes of ammunition 
which were in the waggons were not touched ; that the 
ammunition used at the batteries was taken from a brick 
store, where it was putt and from theuce taken away as the 
service required- 

IVtllh Sitliman wat sworn. 
Witness says that he lives in the same township with 
General CaBs, (Zanesville, in Ohio) and corresponded with 
General Casa during the campaign; that he gave the first 
intelligence to Mrs. Cass of the fate of (he U- S. army, 
and could not get the letter from her ; that he is brother- 
m-law to Geucral Caas by marriage wtih his sister ; that 
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be has lost the lett«n from Generat' Cass to him 
ness ;) that one of them, the last, dated (he believes) the 
13th August, 1812, says, " Our situation is become criti- 
cal. If things get worse, you will have a letter from me 
giving you a particular statement of this business — as bad 
■s you may think of our situation, it is still worse than you 
believe — I cannot descend into particulars, for fear this 
should fall into the hands of the enemy." Witness says 
that he had another letter, he thinks of the 3d August, 
saying, " I wish you to exert your individual exertions to 
hasten the march of the troops from your parts." (Ohio) 
" Men arc (or will) become necessary for (general or) of- 
fensive operations — (witness does not know which term) 
Provisions arc (or will become) necessary for their exist- 
ence," (or that of the troops ;) that in some letters from 
General Cass to witness, he said " Is there nothing to be 
done on the Iak«B to make a diversion in our favour V In 
the same, or another, he says, " t can scarcely conceive 
the impressioD made by the fall of Mackana." 

Petrr ifilLt duly srvorn. 

Says, that he is from Zanesviilc, in the state of Ohio ; 

that he heard some of the letters from General Cass to Mr. 

Silliman read; and that they confirm the statement made 

by Mr. SiUiman to the court. 

Daniel Conyers, of Zanenillt, a^orn. 
Confirms in part the statement of Mr. Mills. ~. 

Wtlhs Silliman ^ain examined. 

Says that he received a letter from General Cass, /row 

Urbana, dated about the time General Hull took command 

of the army, which Icttw witness was directed to bum. 

It stated" General HiJt has taken command of the vmy 




1 
i 




and I am sorry to say to you, that, instead of lun ing ait 
able energetic commaoder, wc have a weak old maa." 

GtL Samuel Lamed, of the 9tk HegimiM U.S. Jnfantry, 
sworn. 
Colonel Lamed said, <* I was acquainted with Gctieral 
Hull during the Revolution, and Dever heard of ooy thing 
which placed him beneath any officer. His cbancter was 
good. 

C Adjourned until ta-merrow otlO d'clock.J 



29t/t Day. Frldayy Mh March, 1814. 



Tftf Court met purmant to adjournment — all the member! 
present, excepting Colonel Bogardus. 
General Hull read a letter, dated Fort William, on Lake 
Superior, 19th July, 1812, from K. M'Kcnzie, to Duncan 
M*Iato&h, agent to the Nortb-Wcatem Company. (Sec 
Appendix.) 

Gen. William North called and sivorn. 
Gen. North said that he waE Capt^n and Inspector- 
General to the army of the U. S. and aid to Baron Steu- 
ben, and afterwards Inspector to the same army ; that Gen. 
_ Htdl's character in the army was that of an active intelli- 

^k gent officer ; that the witness's situation in the army gave 
^^ him an opportunity of knowing alt the officers ; and that 
^V General Hull always did his duty. 



n 



Col, Robert Troup wat avforn. 
Said that he was a Lieutenant in one of the New- York 
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Itt irP7>f-kQcWhimasft Mi^DfO^ ctin«ctftr*«fbM'^ 
cardinal {MiiHs i tittelli^at, brave, activi?, and Fnurprizlw. 
— I knew him afterwards an lAcMcauH-CrAamV. ''4fc^1ras 
in irrs Bdectcdby nic u. ..'.nmi-iui !jii Uv. lltics, wli.-n the 
sirrvice required a in ' ' icd 

himself highly 10 I'l' vc- 

ry one. He remain' - i I I'ge 

furcc RTtd he was ord«r<:tl tv rciice. ^ 



LieuUnant Aaron lyillianforbuth, Iti ArriI!rrii,ciilUif 
tif Genera/ HuU, mierti,. .-'.'V A 

Q. Were you in the vcssci (hat vent from the RdpiA to 
Detroit ? . ; i- 

1 L>A- 1 went taitHa vesad frum the Hapidaoon the IstHXt 
Jfuly. vv''. .o:.EV 

Q. Did you know of nnydirettidTCS-beiiig^frMby aXt 

A. On the roomiTig of ih>: l»t of Juiy, Dacto( Edwinll. 
principal •urgnm, was dir«t:tcd to take the tiadi-^iii t^hr 
hospital stores, and as man,? of the mini most sitVarthr 
vessel could carry. 1 was, a short time a&ervarda.io'GenBMl 
Hull's tent with Dr. Ed*ard»— Ca^iMuChapin AnwHhmiJCi 
General HuU recommendtul Itim to '^ by the Atnmttalm. 
(or western) chan^l. Captain Chafun did' net 'c4;^M(let 
that there was Joy da»^rr->chcrt.- ' waa no ptuiiive. mtttf . 
tain Chapin told the (general that the (wcM»m) chamitft 
Miy difficnltt ihat ihc wind wa* ^ir, and aa bo Mtl 
,1 Maiden the day befor™, hi- H'd iw? tipwrhend ati^ 
(cr of capture. The Hun:. i ^hc 

channel t Uio Hunter ^ot un:- 

pointv I asliyi the c3[i;.T-.i v" ■ .id 

Hide. H^Ktidthat i'^ .r:d 

(here was no order. .ir 

from capture cnioit^iii. ■ ihnr 

person on hoard., I, fur niyii;!!, U;il not ihloL ihcra could 
lip anv, an I had heard a fc^dwi before of the Mini sf 



J±. 
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Q. Were you in the Revenue Department i 

A. I mis Lieutenant- Colonel in the Michigan milil 
AW lo the Commander io Chief of the Ttnitor)-, and 
the Revcnni; Depanment at Detroit — I knew the Sqiiypoj 
packet, Gpptain Chapin. 
tQ. Wu ther«not a channel wtBi of Boia-blanc Ulanct 
for that packet ? 

A. There was a chaiuiel between Cros Isle and the 
American aborr. 

Q.-Did you take acensus in ISIO; and what was tlMF* 
number of inhabitants in Michigan ! 

A> I did. There irere 4762 souls, including the dist] 
of Dairoit, IOJ^bouIs; and that of Michtlimakanac, 61 

Q. How were they situated as to local situation, 
:heir diaiancc from Detroit ? 

A. The settlements in that countty are generally t 
oa the pavigable waters. 

Q. What number were on the Kiver St< Clair and 
Huron district ' 

• At, Th^ Huron district, consisting of the Lake and RI-' 
ver St. Clair and Huron of the Lake, 5B0. ',. 

Q. What number in the District of Detroit ? 

A. That district extended 15 miles northward to Mttk£- 
Rtver, and southerly ^ti miles, and contained, indodin^ 
the garrison, S237 souls. 'J 

Q. What number on the River Raisin and Erie? * "* 

A. The district of Eric contained 1340. This was in m 
extent from the Miami of ihc Lake to the southerly botia-^ 
dary of the Detroit, near the River Huron of the Lake- ^ 

ft. How long have you lived at Detroit, and in thp T< 
litoffjr.of Michigan.' ■'•; <, 

A. I was six years and sixteen days, to the time of t 
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Q. Did you not, !n taking the ccnsuA, ^ to evciy hoiu 
and incjuire aa to the product* of the coumry f 

A. I cnJcavoored, « the request of Guntral Hull, thir 
Governor of the Territory, to get it from the heads of fa- 
nmiea in the district of Detroit, and by estimate from the 
other districts. 

Q. Did the district produce sufficient for the consump- 
tion of the inhnbicants ? 

I A. I'here are great quantities of flour and whiakey 
brought from New-York and Pennsylvania, and of cattle 
sod hogs from Ohio — these last are purchased by the tn- 
habitants for their consumption, and, in limes of peace, 
they are also purchased by British aguuts and carried to Mal- 
dcno-the cattle and hogs were consumed by die inhabitants. 
. Q. Were you with the Michigan militia under Colonel 
Brush, at thi- north-cast gate of DcUoit, on the morning 
nf the ICtli of August? 

A. f was. 1 saw Ocneral Hull there on horseback about 
i o'clock in the moruing, before the cannonading* 

Q. What number of militia had Colonel Brush undcrhis 
iiommand i 

A. Probably ]50. 

Q. How did 1 appear on that motnin^f 
A. Vou appeared perfectly tran(|UU «ad collected, f ou 
gave some oixlcrs. ..n 

Q. Did 1 not use every exertion for ofTcusive and dcfen- 
■i'ivc operations.' 

A. No person could have been more active and indus- 
trious, at the tiaie of your arrival at Detroit ; and it ap> 
pearcd lo me that systtm only was wanting to give the dc- 
sired effect. 

Q. Do you mean by want of system, the want of it in 
'iny particular departments ? 

There was a wont of system in ail the deporfmcnta 
f the army, owing to too great indulgence on the port of 
General Hull. 



^^ 
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(i- Did 1 ROt Mate before Icaviiig Canada, tlwt I lud 
received iofonniition of a reinforcemciK bei»g on its waj 
from Fort Eric, and that I was to bavo no co-epei^ioB ai 

Niagarai 

A. On the 7th Auguat General Hull toU mc, thae tte 
contemplated leaving Canada, in consequence of reinforce* 
toants Kaviug arrived and being on their way to the enemy, 
and in consequence of information ihu Major Chambers 
had arrived from Fort Eric with a considerable force, and 
of their being no co-operation m the Niagara ^niicr. E 
took, this opportunity of mentioning to G^eral HuU the 
miserable and critical situation to which the inhabitnoB 
would be exposed, in consequence of the evacuation, b}' 
hij. proclamation offering protection : his reply was, that 
of two evils he must choose the less ; and that was to con- 
centrate his force for the defence of Detroit, and to open 
the communication with the River Raisin> 

% Did you not see mc on the 13th August ? 

A. Isawyouon thatday,andrecolleclyoursaying, "The 
BMtish have demanded the place,** and yoor adtKng, with 
some firmness, " If they want it they must lig^L for Ic," 

Questions by the CouM. 

Q. Were you in such a situation as to be aUe to ascer- 
tain the fact aisyitem being wanting in all Ae departntenta 
of the army ? If so, what was it ? 

A. I was with the amy from the time it first crrissed to 
the Sth August, employed in issuing protection to the tn- 
babitants. 1 did all my buMoess in the general*: quarters 
until within a few days before we recrossed, then I did it at 
a email tent near his quarters. This gave me an opportn- 
nity of knowing that the general had to enter into the mi- 
nutis of the different departments, and which I attribute*! 
alone to irunt of svstem on his part — knowing the zeal and 
integrity of the heads of the diJETercnt depttrtmcnta, I sup* 



posed the .gettmd incerfcrcd in the diSercat i 

Q. Whftt number of die iiihabit«nts of Canada received 
proteotKHi i 

A. From the rcwrds I kept, and sta oearly as I caa wt- 

coUccti 367, including dvscftcTs. 

U> (By (^n- Hull.) Who was at the head of ihc me- 
dical department i 

A. Dr. ForsLcr, who was taLcn sick shortly after I kiKw 
of lus arrival at Detroit, and died. 

Q. Who was at the head of the engitierr department 2 

A. Lieutenant Partridge, who was sick during the 
greatest part of the time that the army was in Canada. I 
have hew^ of his death also. I do not know of hia doing 
My duty. 

Q. Did you not consider my iotcrfcring; in the medical 
and engineer departmeats as owing to the itickness of the 
hcadsof thoae departmenis ? 

A. I did not. I thought it was owing to a great anxie^ 
for Uie scrv-'icc which was usual with you. 

(^ As nearly as you can recollect, how many of the Ca> 
nftdituis who took proteetion were inhahitams not attached 
to the army F 

A. 1 could Dot state wilh precision— the largest propor- 
tion were dcscttov from the Fort of JUalden. 

Brevtt'MaJar yohn Wb'tailer, \*t RegimeiU of Jafimtnjj 

called en thepnrt of the U, S, rworn. 
Major Whistler said, " I was in command at DeDxut 
when General Hull arrived with the army there in IslS; 
Captain Dyson and I waited on the general and were ask- 
ed for a rctnm of, the state of the garrinon as to ordnance 
•tores — I handed him one for the month of June, previous 
to the ttrioy's crossing mto Canada. I think there weK 
190 barrels of powder, s»id to aontain IDOlbn. each ; thnv 
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«erc alio 5400 and some dozcB of cartrwlgcd for otuk^Ucir. 



— there « 



I think, 48 barrels in the furl O 



then 
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iagol the ifitb- I saw C«it>cain Hull an that tnorain^ (af- 
ter ibc tncn were killed, General Hull l>i:iag near the gate) 
tak« a dirty towel to fix ■» a flag of mice ou one of the 
board ID K pikes, which I thought too dirty ; he then brought 
out a toblc-ckub or a sheet, which I thought would 
be too large, and taid it should not gu up, as the American 
^eosign must he lowered, and the enemy might BUppoiK wc 
had ntrrcndercd. Hiis pasted so near Gtincral Hull that 
he muit have heard the whole of it ; h-.', howeven <aid 
nothing— Captain BartoDhoialed it onoor of the huaiioas. 
Geocnil HuU was leaning on the »de of the fun next the 
enemy, and in a accure part except against sheila. 1 went, 
50inc day« bulore the army rc-croascd, with a JVtr. Burd, 
die deputy 'COR tractor, to a store which held the provbians 
of the army; aud saw, and helped to count, bctwecnSDO 
'., and 3O0 barrels of flour, 48 barrels of pork, IG or IT bar- 
rels of Kutt beef, and 30 barrels of whiskey. I kept the 
key of the store at my quarters. I think there were a 
E <tf waggon loads taken out at different times, before 
tTcnder— there might have been more, ax ihey conld 
t key in my absence. There was one waggon load 
T brouglii there before the capiiuliibon ; the army 
• furnished widi some frc&h beef from the time Mr. 
Baird and I counted these pro\'iaioaa — Mr. Baird might 
have furnished &alt provisions from outside the store. Ge- 
neral Ilall, I think, told me of 800 or 900 ^hecp taken 
'the Canada side, which lie put under ray charge- 
I0tns an old roan who came with them, their former keeper. 
Some of them were taken for the use of the garrison to my 
knowledge, reports of them being made to me every night 
— ^omc of them ivcre killed by the enemy's balls. 1 went 
to OetroH in 1797, and am generally ac<iuauged with the 
i,lf the provisions could hsve hcenotiUected wii" 
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ai««f);i. 



with 




C 153 ) 



thf othcir resauf eca of the country, tlic army might have 

been subsisted for 2 months. There were large crops of 

^L wheal in 1813- 

I 

T the 



Questions by the Court. 

(J, Did }'fl^ec General Hull in the fort on the morning; 
^f the l6th,^Ping the cannonade ? 

A. I did. 

Q^ Did, or did not, the situaciotk apd appearance of the u 
■general induce you to think at the time that he ynn tmder , J 
the influence of personal fear ? 

A. It did. 



I 



Gt Cross-examined by General Hull. ' 

iTt^tWiiat numbers of Ohio militia , were left at Detroit 
Wi^ Jie army crossed into Can:tda? 

A. -There were, I think, 68 in the fort who refused to 
cross. I do not know how many were in the town. 

Q. Do you know whether I made any exertions |0 have )« I 
the carnages for the cannon repaired ? , , 

A. I do. I saw General Hull frequently before awf, 
up ID the morning : he was active in his exertions fof thxl 
purppsc. 

Q. If the army hadbeeQcon{ined to the town nad foi; 
of Detroit,, could the resources of the country have hetii 
collected which yoji speak of^ and, if the provisions had ' 
been taken for the army, would it not have left tt^ tnbobi- 
tants destitute ^ ■. ' ' 

A» If thcj( Wore confitied they could not— Ihc inhsbi- 
tants would not have suffered for two months. 

Q. While you were at Detroit w<:rc there not large 
quantities of beef and pork bn>UD;ht from Ohio ? 

A. There were. It was not all purchAsed by the inha- 
bitants— .Some by M'lntosh and Patterson, IndiM traders, 
and other persona on the Can-ida sidcof the riv^. 
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ueoirr adjaiirned until Monday, at 10 



SlJf .0»i</. Monday^ 7th March, 1 

TAf Cowrt me? pursuant to adjournment, aM 

preset. 

Gen. Hull naA the proceedings ol a council of war held 
at Detroit onth« 9th of July, 1812, and an account of the 
quantity of the respective kinds of provisions then bo [landy 
which was admitted by the Judge Advocate, vie : 
I25.O00 rations of ftour, 
rO,666 do. of meat, 
150,000 do. of candles, 
1I0.(«0 do. of whiskey, 
300,000 do. of soap, 
12,800 do. of vinegar. 
Also an order on the contractor for 2000 rations com- 
plete for Colonel Miller's detachment, on the lOch of Au- 
gust, 1812, out of which ihu detachment brought back 
1919 rations of flour, 533 do. of meat and 896 do. of whis- 
key. Also an order on the contractor of the 9th of Au- 
gust, to issue to ihe detachment under Colonel Miller 6Q0 
rtaions of flour and pork, and 1 200 do. of whiskcj', to be 
taken by Colonel M'Arthur — indorsed "delivered 413 
lbs. of flour, 600 rations of bread, 600 ditto of meat 120O 
do. whiskey." 

FrovUions on hand at Fart Detroit on the iVh July, 1812. 

70,000 rations of flour, '' ": 

ai,00O do. of salted meat, ' J 

150.000 do, of whiskey. 1 

I certify that the above statement was handedio General 
Hull by my order, containing the provisions in the con- 
tractor's store. 




(Signed) 



c Wt y 

David BeAku, 

Conuactor's Agent. 
General Hull stated that he had no evidence lo adduce, 
but what was by way of depositions taken oi^t of court by 
consent of the Judge Advocate, and therefore requested 
time to make his defence, whici; he woul4 do by J^.ndli; 
next, until which time the Cy)]Lir^ itccordinglyadjounwdiH 
meet at 10 o'clock. 



32dDat/. Friday lU/i March, 1814. 

Fhe Court met pursuant to adjournment, allt/ie Members 

prcitnt. 
General Hull appeared wjth hift counsel, and requested 
fanl}er time might be allowed him to prepare his defences | 
Upl,,"^ which the Court adjourned until Tuesday next, t 
15th inst. at iO o'clock. 



SidDaif. Tuesday, IGlh March, 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournmentyOUth^Sfyititgn 

present. 

General Hull commenced delivering his defence, wbid 
he read until 3 o'clock, when he requested ,that the Gom 
might be adjourned, which was done until to-i^orro^, tt* 
11 o'clock. 



Z^thDay. WednenHay, I6rA il^&irrA, 1814^ 

Fhe Court met purtuaiil lo adJo^rnlpent, uUlh( M^m^n \ 

present. ■ ^ 

Thr affidavit of Captain Hull was read ia evideocc; 
icr which General Uull continued to read his ic<^ 
fence. 



^ 
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rT^Cemirt a^mkdttatilio-morrov/ at li o*cfoei.J. 

oi'l,:.;.- ..J ;.,,'■>■ ■ ■■■■ ■'-il "' JJ'iil...I.T-TiiII Z-::^tf»J 

3«A Day. Thursday^Xfth March 18U. 

T^tCiurt met purtuant to adjournment, all the Jdcmbers 
■" 'i ■ ■""'■''. present, « 

General Hull continued to read his defence. 

f The Court aeijo'irned until to-morrow, at li d'clod. J 

36th Day. Friday^ 18M March, 1814^ 

Tfte Court met pursuant to adjournment, all the Membera 
present, ' 

General Hull dosed his defence : whereupon (he CouVc, ' 
after deliberation, determined to hear the Special Jtt^B* 
Advocate in reply, which he stated he could not do before 
Wednesday, the 23d inst. to which time the Court ad- 
journed, to meet at 11 o'clock. 

li7th.Day. Wednesdai/, %3d Mareh^ 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjoummetit, when the Spe- 
cial Judge Advocate delivered a speech of cosfiiderablc 
length, in application of the evidence on the part of the pro-. 
secuUon, after which the Court adjourned until to-nioroi7>' 
at 10 o'clock. : 

38M Da>f. Thursday, mth Jtfarch^ 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment' and had all the 
proceedings read. A question had previously arisen, 
whether the doors should be closed. It was determined 
thai the citizens might be present. ■ | , > , 

{For the Charges against Gen, ffuU, and the Jiirther pro- 
ceedinga of the Court, tee the JoUowing Appendices. 
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' TAe Vnited States of America, -x 

against I 

Brigadier Gsnero/ William Hull". J 

Charges f.rhihlted against Brigadier-Generat WILLIAMH0LL, 
of Ike Jirmij of the UitiUil Stales, by order of^ Iha fteretary of 

I. CHARGE. 

TREASON aguinst (he Unitcil Stnlcg, hctRFen the uintk oF 
.\pril and the ■cvcnleenth of Augutt, «iic tticusaad eight koii- 
drca and twelve 

FIRST SPECIFIC \TIOV. 

In thi» — That on the first d«y of July, in the year oae tliou^ 
Band eii;hl hundred &n6 (welre, hefure that timu and ever gince, 
mi e|»Gn ond public war \jn» and i« yet carried on and proicculed 
hy and bct« ftu th« United SiaieB el' America and Ibeir (crrilo* 
ries, and the I'uitcd Ivin?duu of Great Britain and Ireland Rod 
Ihe dependencios thereof: And that William Hull, a brigadier- 
i^eueral in the nrmy of itie United States, a eitizen of the taiil 
United States, OHin:; allegiance (o tbe said United SUiteB, and 
late commander of the nortli-weslem army of the laid Uuiteit 
States, well knowing ttio premises, and traitorously and unlaw- 
fnlly des!t;ning and conlrivin); to send and convey tntelliceuee to 
the said enemici of the said United States, touching a dcelara- 
tinn of war by the said Knited States against the said United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the depeideneiegi 
thereof, and also tojchini; the expedition an which the said north 
western army, under his command as oforeitaid, was employed ; 
and aho tnuchinj- the nnmbcrH, stHle and condition of the ssi<I 
north-western army, in pronecutiiin of the said traitorous and 
unlawful desigu, on the said lirst day of July, in the year afure< 
«aid, at the kapids of the river Miami of the Lake, in the Ter- 
ritory nf Michigan, (the said Williamllnltthen and tiiere being 
a hri^adier-seaeral iu the army of the United Slates, and being 
then and there the commander of the said north-wctiery armj 
as aforesaid,) did trailorcualy hire, or cause to bo hired, an un- 
armed vessel, with the pretended purjlose ef trausnorliojc therein 
rertain sick soldiers, and the principsl part of the nospital 
stores belonging to the said north-western army, from the said 
Kapids nf the river Miami of the Lake to Detroit, in the said 
territory of Michigan, but iu truth traitorously eontrivinc and 
intending, that Ihu said unarmed vetsel, together with all per- 
sona, papers and thjn'^s put on board ihcreorTshooldlie captured 



hj t\tt tacuneiol' ihc laidVn'Uctl Hlaies. uu the ]mssa^c »f tho 
Mid unarnicil vpnel rrom tlio said Rat>ids uF ilip Miumi nfthe 
Lake lo Drtrnil arurc«aid, in lb« lerriloiT of jVJii-higna nfore' 
said ! And Dial tlie aaid William Hull, in tlie furtlier {irosceutiun 
of liisBaiil trailnrousnnd unlawful dt'gii;iiand eoiil.rlvunco, (bcini; 
(lien nnd tliere a liri^^itdter-genvrnl in the array ut' llie Uiiituil 
Slates as nr>iiri<aid. and beiiij; then and there cummanili'r oribe 
said norlli-wesieru army ns aliin-iiaid) did thuu ntid ihiTc Irai- 
foroimly put, or traittu'ouslj' eaiiHe to lit: |Mit o.i hoard of the snid 
unarmed vcttici, n Irunk conliiintng, (itmon.i; nthi-T Uiin^s.) the 
vDicial corredjia-dencc oT the sccrelary for the depurlratul of 
uarand the fiuia bric;adier-^eai'ral William Hull, ai well touch- 
ii)t> the fxpvililion on uhitfa llie said uorth^nesleni arm; under 
his command was, as aforesaid, then employed, as toueliing ii 
declnralion of war. iij tliv said United Stales, against the said 
United Kingdom of Urcat Britain and Ireland, nnd the depen- 
dencies Ifapreof, and uUn certain olliciul muster-ruth, repurls, 
and relitrnsof ihciiumbtTs, Hiate&ud conitiiion of Ifie »uid iiortli- 
wcsteni army, under his cumnmnd as afbresaitl : And Ihut Bfltr- 
vardg, to nil, un the second day of July, in the year afuresuid, 
(he said rinurmed vessel, so as aforesaid traitorou<tly hired, or 
caused lo be hired, by Uie said hrisadier-gencral William Hull, 
on its parage from tlie rapids ofthe Miami of the lukeln Uetruil 
aforesaid, was canturcd by the said enemies of ihe United i^Jiatex, 
having OH board thereuf.al thelimcof tlieeaiitnre, the said Irunk 
containing the said correspondence, asnell touehinu the Huid ex- 
pedilion as the said declaraiion of »ar, and the said otneial ninsler- 
rolls, reports and returns ofthc numbers, stale and condition of 
the said north-weiilern army, (together with certain stck soldiers, 
and (he priacijial part of the ho»pilal ilores belonging to the saiil 
north-western army): And that by means of the said capture, 
and In fullilmeiit of tbc saidtruilornus and unlntvfut design, eon- 
triraitee and intendment of the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, thesnid conespondenei', ns well torichin^ llie said expe- 
dition as touebing the said deelaralion of war and the said offi- 
cial muster rullu, reports and returns of the number, state nml 
condition <if Ihe said norlh-weatern army, (togetlier ivilh certain 
sick soldiers, nnd the principal part uf the hospital stores of the 



ly) came to ihb poMession. knowledge 
enemies of the said Uuiteif States, i^ivi ' " 



aid narth-< 
and use ef ihi 

matien and inlclU|;encc to the enemies uf the said U^ni leer's tat e?, 
as well toncbing llie said expedition, ni touching the natd dec- 
Uratiob of war. and, aUp, loiiohing the numbers, slate and con- 
(lliion of the said north-western army of the said United Stale*, 
(ben aad there uuitcr the er>niniand«f the said Briiiiidter Uitueral 
William Hull a* aforesaid : Whereby the said William Hull, 
on the said first day of Jufr, in the year aforesaid, at the Rapid* 
•f the river Miami of the Lake aforesaid, in the territory ofSIi- 
chigan aforesaid, {being then and there a brigadier- genera I in 
the army ofttie United fitalen, and being then (tud fljcrecom- 
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r of Ihc sail! nortti-wpsleni nniiy as al'i)re<(niJ. anit baiu" 

Dr! there II citizen of the Kiiil Unitc»! Slalcn, owing allet 

tothe <aiil Vtiiled Hiatcs.) <IiJ then and llierctmitoroUBlj 

and unlawfully hold eorrespuiidL-nee with, and give intetligcncp 

lo, the cncnir, and did then nnd there trniloromlT, by the uieani 

adherti tn the enemies of the said United !4la(». giving 

llicm aid and cninrnrl. 

SECOND srECinCATION. 
And alio in this : That afterwards, ami during the said war, 
so as aforcnaid carried an and prnseeutcd by and bettreeu the 
Hiid United Slatet of America and their terrilaries, nnd (be laid 
Uuiled Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the dcpcn- 
dencie* Iherenf, the said norlh'WCElern army of the said United 
iStales, under the command of the said brigadier-general \Vi\- 
li&ra Hull a« aforesaid, having entered the Brili«h province of 
Upper CaDad«|Bnd having established a military post at or near 
Sandnieh, in the >aid Dritish province of Upper Canada. «hicli 
it was Ihe duty of (he said brif^adter-geaeral William Hull tu 
maintain, in order lliat the said waruiij^ht and shnuld be ad*an< 
ta^eausly carried on and proaeculed, in behalf of the iiaid United 
i^tatcs, and more especially that a certain British furt called 
Maiden, otherwise cAlludAniherstlicrK;, in the said Britisih prO' 
vincenf Upper Canada, occupied by the enemies of the said 
United i!(ate!(, might and should be advantageously attaskcd and 
taken, by the said north-western army of the said United Stales, 
nnder the enmmnnd of the said brigadier-general William Hull, 
as afuresaid : Vet the said William Hull, (a brieadier-f^neral in 
the army of the said United State«. a citizen of the said Unileil 
Slates, owing allegiance lo ihe said United Slates, and eomman- 
•l(?r of the said north-western ormy of lliu said United Stales ai 
aforesaid,) well knowing the premises, on Ihe eighth day of An- 
Kusf , in the year one thousand ej^ht hundred and twelve, at Sand- 
wich oforesaid, in the British [irovince of Ujiticr Canada afore- 
said, did Ihen and there traitorously and unlawfully conspire and 
combine wilh certain enemies of the said United l^taleg, (whoso 
names are unknown,) I* quit and abandon, lo the enemies of the 
said United Htalei, the said military post, established by the said 
north western army of ihe said Uuited Blalea, at or near Sand- 
ulch aforesaid, in the British province of Upper Canada afore- 
said, and lo prevent the said British fori called Maiden, other- 
wise called Amlierslbcrg, frnm being attacked and reduced, orati 
attempt being made lo reduce the same, by the said north-wes- 
tern army of the said United Slates, under the eummand of the 
said brigadier-general William Hull its afure«aid : And that tbo 
said brigadivr-geneial William Hull, (lltcn and there being a, 
lirigadicr-gcneral in the army of the said United Stales, then and 
llieri; being eummamlur of the said nnrth-weslern army of the 
la'fi United Stales, and then and there bctna; a citizen of Ihe sa^\ 
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Ijiiileil iiuieB, bum- allcgiisce (a Ibe uid LrnUcd Stales.) ia 
pr«MC«UMt oflhe aaia traitorosB eon«pir&cT and combiiMlian, did 
ifatM and lli«re trailaraatl; quit and abunlan, and did then aad 
ikcre IrailMonilr tHS«e labeqaittcd and atoiidoDed, the said 
nUiUry potU vtlaMtitHd by ibe said nortli-««steru army of tke 
Kaid ITuiled Suiei as aforenaid, at or near i^aadwich aforcMid, 
in Ihc BritUh pr*rinec t>f Upper Canada aforcHid, and did ibca 
and there trtularanalt neE;lcrl and omit to make (he pmper prepa- 
ration* for attacking ami rf^gcing, or atlcmptins la nducc the 
ikaidnrilitli fort callt^d Muldun, otbcririie called Amberstber^, 
■tnil did Ibcn and t1i«rr traiUrouiilv prevent the said Briiisb fort 
called Maiden, olhcrHiM called Arahcr^tberg. tmm beiag at- 
tacked cjidrejiieed. or an attempt being niailc to reduce the sane, 
bj ibe said north-nc*tern armj or the said Uoited Slates, then 
and there nadcrhif command ns aforesaid : Aud in fortber pn- 
»cetiti*>ii oTlhc oaiH tmitoroua eonspireey and eambination, did 
then and thera IrBtlurously oiureb, nithdraw And remove^ and 
lraitorou«tj order to be marched. »ilhdrH»'n and remAved, ibe 
said north-western armyof the &aid Tniied States, from the said 
military post, established by the i^uid nor(h-u cslern army at the 
tiaid United Slntci at or urar Snnduich alaresaid, to a place 
out vf the laid ilrilish provitiee ol' Upper CaoRda. (o wit, tn De- 
troit ntoreHaid, in Ihe lerrilory of Michigan al'oreKaid: Where- 
by the laid William Hull, on the ei!;hth diiy of Ao^ust, in the 
year one tliou?and ei^hl hundred and twelve aforesaid, at 8and- 
wieh aforesaid, in the eaid British province of Upper Canada, 
(being then nnd there a bripdier-scneral in the army of the said 
United Hlaics and hein;; torn and there eommnnder of Iht- said 
noTtfa-ncstcrnarniy ofllicnaid United State*, and being Ihva and 
there a eili/cnof tin-said Unilt-d Slules, on iogallegiiince to the 
said United Slate*,) did then nnd (here traitorously cAnsptrc 
combine and hold eorretipondenee nilh th; enemies oflhe said, 
I'nitedSialcK. nnd did then tuid there trailornusly and shame- 
fully quit ond abandon, and trnitorously aud shnniefuliv cause 
to be quilti-d iind ahandancd. th'; said military post, so as afore- 
said cKtabli»Iied by the said north-\vr«tcrn army Df the fiaid Uni- 
ted Slalea, ftl or ntur ^Andwieh nfnrcsiiid, in the said British 
province of UppLTCiinada nfuresaid, and did then and there 
irniluroHsIy ne^lcet and omit to make the proper preparationti 
far atlai'kin.^ Hud reducing or attemptiug to redu-e, the said furt 
called Mttlileu, otlicrtvixe called Amherslber^, in ttie said pro- 
vince of UppT Canada aforesaid, and did then and there trai- 
torontly pruvent (he siiid British fort called Maiden, otherwise 
railed AmlierslWr^.ixlhesiiid British provinccof Upper Canada, 
from beini; allui tied and reduced, or an attempt betn^mudelo 
rcduc« llie saro/. h) the said north western army of the said Uni- 
ted Staler, nii'k-r lii* command as aforesaid, and by the means 
ofon-iaid did then and there li-aitornusly adhere to the enemies 
^f said Uniled Slates, giving them aid and comlort. 



TnntD SPECIFICATION. 
AnJ, also, in lliu : Thai afterwArds, nnd AWtiS^ (bt mid win* 
DO nii AroresisiJ Cftrrieit on and [iroseeitled by nn>1 kcliveen the said 
tJniUd States of America and tUeir tPrrilDries, nnd the said 
United Kins^nm or Great Britain and Ireland and (he depen- 
dennieH thereof, to nit, on Ihr livteenth dny of August, one (tion- 
BKnd eicht hundred and tnelrc, aforcgnid, at Detroit aforesaiil, 
in the Michigan territory nfarcsaid, the tinid William Hull ^vas 
then and there a. citizen of the said Uniltid Stales, owing n11e> 
fiance to the said United State>i, and wa« then and there a bri;- 
ndier-^cneral in the army of fhc said United Staten, ahd wh* 
then and there commander oftlie norlh-nestem army of the snid 
United Stales, and hm (hen and there commander of a cerlnin 
Tort called Fort Detroit, belnn^in.o; lo ihe said United Slates, erec- 
ted at and near the townof Detroit, upon a hank of the river De- 
troit, in the said territory of Michigan, the works whereof, and 
Ihe guns and gun carriages heloneins thereto, then %f ere. and loni; 
before had been, decayed, dilapidated and oat of repair: And the 
said B. Gen Wm. Hull then and there did traitorously conspire and 
enaihine with certain enemicR of the said United States (whooe 
names are unknown) then and there traitorously and shamefully 
rn gurrcndcrandalinndonlo the enemies of tha said Uiiitei) States 
ihe said fort cntled Fort Detroit. belonf;tn; In Ihe said UViited 
States Hs aforesaid, and then and there under the command of the 
«aid Dri^dier General William Hull as aforesaid, with all the 
troops, regnlarsas well as militia, then nnd there nnderlhe cnm- 
mand oflhe said brii^adicr-Oencral Wm. Hull as aforesaid, and all 
the pubJin stores and arms, and nil puhlie doenmenU, including 
rvcry thin~ else of a pnblic nature appertaining In the said fort 
called Fort Detroit, and to the said north-western army of the 
said United Elates, under the command of the said Brigadier 
fJrneral William Hull as aforesaid ! And that in prosecution of 
the said traitornns conspiracy nnd cooibinalion. the said Bri^- 
dier-General William Hull did then and there wilfully and trai- 
tOTonsly neKlect and omit lo repair and strrngthen the works of 
the fort eailed Fort Detroit, then and there nnder his command 
as aforesaid, and to put the same (together with the said gniw 
and qun-earriages belongins; thereto) into a proper state and con- 
dition for resistance and defence against the approaches, attacks 
and assaults of the eRcmicK of Ihe said Uuited States; and did 
then and there wilfully and traitorously neglect and omit lo for- 
tify the places and passes at and near to the said fort called Fort 
Detroit, by and through whieh the troops of the enemies oflhe 
said United States might then and there reasonably be eipeeted 
to approach, and did appranch. the said fort calledFort Detroit, 
for the purpose of aflackiu": and snbdning the same ; and did then 
j^nd there traitorously neglect and omit to oppose, resist and re- 
pel, and defeat, and to attempt to repel and defeat, the troops of 
the enemies of the said United 8la(es, in their hostile prepara- 
tioas and approach to and towards the said fort called Fort De- 
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(roil, for the purpose of attacking nml 8utii]iitnK ibe same : And 
(hut ID ihe furthiT prosecution aiul cumplclion of the aaiil trailnt' 
«Mis conspiracy anil ciimliinaljon, the suiil brigai1it!r-E:ciicral Wil- 
liam Hull did iheti and there Iraitoroiittly and shnniefullj aban- 
don and gurrender the Miid furl called Fort Detroit, llirti and there 
under his couimand as aforesaid (which it was liis duly then and 
lliere to maintain anil defend) tugelher with all the troops, ok 
well regulars as militia, then and there in the said fort called 
Fort Detroit, then and there be]ous;iii^ lo tl^e said United Slat«« 
at aforesaid, and then and there under his command as afiiresaid, 
and all the public «lore$ and arms, and public dotumculs, inclu- 
ding every thins eUc of a public nalnre, in and appertainio;!; lu 
the said fort culled fort DcLroit, and to the said north-wcsiern 
army of the said L'uitcd StalcH, flien and there nmler his com- 
mand as afurcvaid, unto the enemies of the said LTniled States, to 
' wit, to the Brilish furees then and there under the eummand of 
MuUor-gcneral Brock: Wliercby the said William Hull, on the 
saiuBiKteciittiday of Au^utt, in tlie year one thousand eight hun- 
dred autl tnelve aforesaid, at Detroit aforesaid, in the territory 
of Michigan aforeaaid, (being then and there a citizen of the «ajil 
United States, owing allegiance to tlie said United ijimeu, and 
being (hen and there a hrigadier-gcBoral in the anny of the said 
lltiitetl States, and beiue then And there commander ofthc said 
a rill- western army of tiie*iaid United Ulale«. and lieinz llien aud 
than commander of the fori called Foit Detroit, bclon^'iog la 
the United States as aforesaid,) did then and there traitorously 
and sliamefidly aliandoD and surrender the said fort called ForC 
Detroit, to the enemies of the Kuid United Stales, Ig nil, lo the 
aoid British troops under the command of mnjor-general Brock 
AS aforegaid, and did then and lliere, by the means uforcsaid, 
traiturously adhere to the enemies of the said Uuiled Stales, giT- 
iu-£ lliem aid aud comfort. 



II. ciuntiE. 

COWARDIC^, at and in the neighbonrliood of Detroil, Iw^ 
Iween Ihe first day of July and the seventeenth day of AngusTi 
in the ycarone tliousand ei^ht liuiidrcd and twelve. 

llTtST SfECIFIfJATlON. 

In (his — That during the said war so as aforesaid carried on 
and proseeuled by and between the said United 8iales of Amer"- 
icft and their Icrritories, and the said United Kiii^om of (ireat** ' 
Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, the said Brig- 
adier-General William Hull then commanding Ihc norlh-weslern ' 
urmy of the said United Stales as aforesaid, having entered the 
aiiid British province of Upper Canada, in prosecution of tliu said 

r on iwhalf of llie said Uaited Slates, and being there in pos- 
session of the town of Sandwich and the adjacent conntrv, in the 
B^mii (U>(1 on hcUalf of the t'nitcd blalcs, and having dcclarc<l. 




iiriil Avowed lti& object Ait'l iiUcntion of attnckin^ and suMuii^ 
(lie British fort CAlied Maiden, otherwise called Amlientlirrg, in 
ihp said Uritish jirnvinec of Upper (JAiiada. and general!]'* of 
mnintainiii^ and unlnrgiitf* Ills pusitinii and posscstitnii iti lUe said 
ilricixli province of Upper ratiada, on the eii^ht day of Angiist, 
in iho year one thousand eii^Ul hundred and twelve, at Sandivicli 
aforesaid, in tho Uritish province of Uiiper Canada aforesaid* 
did then nnd there ini^befiare liimiteir liefarc the eiieniVt ami 
lefully manifent an undue (khf and apprehension of danger, 
hya conrse of conduct -and eonvcrsationcvineing pcrBonal alarm. 
Agitation of mind and privation of judgment ; by abandoning llie 
Raid object and design of attacking the said Bfilish fort called 
Maiden, otherwise called Amherstherg;, by <|uittin!; the position 
and possession taken at thit town nf Sandwich and in the ndJaeenC 
country, in the said British province of Upper Canada as afore- 
said, and by retreating abruptlr from and ont of the said British 
province of Upp*r Canada, to Detroit, in the territory of Miehi- 
gan aforeftaid. without an,r cause for sn doing aris>iD^ from thts 
siiperinr nnnibcrs, state and condition of (be British forces whicli 
wcro [hen and there opposed lu the said army of the United 
Stales, under the eanimund of the said Brigadier General Wil- 
lium Hull, aid witbnut any other just and sultieient cause what- 
soever: Whereby the nflieors and soldiers of the said north- 
western army of ibc said United Slates, then and there under the 
eonimand of the' said Brigadier-Orneral William Hull, were in- 
duced (o lose, and did lose, all cotilideuco in the personal conrage 
and the luilitHry enpacily uf the said commander ; the inhabi- 
tants of the said British province of Upper Canada were taught 
In distrust the power and professions of the invading general ; a. 
shade was cast upon the repntation of the American arms, and 
ih'! service of the said Cnited Stales, in the prosceulion ortho 
said war, suffered great detriment anil disadvantage. 
SECOND Sl'ECUlCATIOS. 
And, also, in this: That during the said war as aforesaid 
carried on and proseculed by and between the said United Slates 
uf America nml their territories, and Ihi- said United Kingdom 
uf Great Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, tn 
wit, on (he fifteenth day of August, one IbouRand eight hundred 
and twelieafureiiaid, the enemy having raised certain batteries 
on ihe bank of the said river Detroit, in the said British urovinco 
uf Upper Canada, opposite to the said Fort Detroit, anil eertaiu 
American posis nnd butteries e>tablishcd and erected near to the 
said Fort Uetrnit, in the said territory of Michigan, and a can- 
nonade being cunimeneed from the said batteries of the enemy 
o^uindand upon the said Furl of Detroit, and the said American 
posts and batteries ijslablislied and erected near thereto, in the 
said territory of Michigan, the said Brigndier-tieneral William 
Hull, on the said iilWnlh day of August, in the year one thousand 
right hiimlred and twt'lvc uloicsaid, al Ul^lroit aforesaid, i 
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lerrilorf of Michigan oTiiresaitl, (being then and Utert cominaiik]- 
er of the mill fart calletl Fort Detroit, &ntl otihe suiil Amcriran 
poflli and bfttteries eetablislied bdc] erected ni^iir thereto, in the 
Miiid tcrrilnry of Michigan, and biding then and there commander 
of the said norlh-wesleni army of (he said United Stales) did 
theu aud lliere, during Ihe coiiliniianee of Ifae caunnuade afore- 
said, hhamefHlIy misbcharo hiinaelf before Ihe enemy, and man- 
ifest great fear and apprehension af ptmtiat danger, by a cunras 
of condnet and eonversiilion evincing pcrssnat alarm. as^ilalioR 
of mind and privalJuu of jurlgnienl : andliarfieularlT by various 
limid aud cowardly actions and eipicMinu!!, then and lucre nged 
and uttered, in tbu presence of (he oRicers and suldient then and 
there beii)nginj;(o Ihe said north M'estcrn army of tbe saidUuiteil 
Stale*, then and there iiuder his eoninmnd as aforesaid, as tvelliit 
a public itreelaf the town ufDelruit, as in places adjacent to the 
said fort ofDetruil, and the said posts and ballerici established 
and erected near thereto, in the said territory of Michigan : 
Whereby a fatal encouragement was atfardcd for the hoittile en- 
terprizes of Ihe enemy ; a pcrHicious example (ealuulated to in- 
limidate and lo disorganize) was giren to the American Hoops, 
and the service of the United States, in the orosecution of the 
said war, was exposed to hazard, shame and disapfoiataienl. 
THIRD SI'ECinCAllON. 
And, also, in this : That during; Ibe said war carried, in ami 
prosecnted by aud between the said United States of America 
and their territories, and the said United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
laia and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, to wit, on the 
sitfeeolh day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
■ ami ttnlye, aforesaid, the British forces under the command ol' 
Mnjur General Brock, having crossed the said river Detroit, 
having landed at a place called Spring Wells, otherwise called 
Spring Hill, in the said territory of Miehigan. and having lhene« 
marched towards the said fort of Detroit w-ilh tho desiga to at- 
lack the said Brigadier General Hull, on the said sixteenth day 
«r Augujt, in Ihe year one thousand eight hundred and Inclve, 
aforesaid, in the said territory of Michigan, afuresaid. being then 
ami Ihere commander of the said Fort of Detroit, and being then 
and tbere commander of the said North Westera army af the said 
United Slates, did theu and there during all the lime of ihe cne- 
'i crossing the said river Detroit a> aforesaid, landing at the 



laid SprluglVells, other 



'ailed Spring Hill, as aforesaid. 



and marching towards (he said Fort Detroit as aforesaid, i 
the design 1u attack the same us aforesaid, shamefully misbe- 
have himself before the enemy, and manifest great fear and an- 
prehension of personal danger, by various timid and cowardly 
ttctiuna aud expressions, then and (here uttered and used, in the 
presence of Ihe officers and soldiers beloiigijig lo the mid north- 
western army of (he said Uni(ed States, then and there under his 
command us aforesaid ; by avoiding all personal danger, fi-oos 




iiukiiig 00 atlempt lo prevent the eDcmy 'i cnHsing tbe laiil river 
Delruil. anil landing at tlie satil Spring Wells, nllierwiip called 
■S|ti'iog Hill; by avoiiliii; nil persQnul danger frum rvconoilcr- 
■Q^ >iid mcnunlfirins tlie enemy in liatllo, on the said march of 
(lie epeniy Inwards tlit: aaid tort nf Detroit; by Imstil^' seuding 
flajteuriruce lo Ihe cuemT, with overlure* for a eapilnlation; 
i»Iy wilhdiawini: [ii» person from tlje Ani«riean troopi, 
III I lie open licld, to a place ufcomparnlive safely, nithiti the 
ivitlUof the Kuid Furl Delroiti by an irresolulc HuctimlioD «f or- 
der«,Boineliinfs iiieonsislentwith each other, and ituitieliines inco- 
herent in themielves) byforbiddinellic Americauartiltcry to tiro 
on the eDi;niy, on Ihc Kaid march of tTie enemy towards lliciaid Port 
Detroit ! by ealling Ihc American troopifrom the field, and crow- 
diu^ them iiilo (he said Fort Dulroit while the enemy was on ihu 
Kaid march towardi) Ihc Naid Fort Detroit; by aprecipiUtle deela- 
mtion to (he enemy thiit he surrendered (be said Fort Detroit, and 
I he said north-western army of the said Unilcd States, h«fore terras 
lit eupitulalion were tinned or considered, er even suggested ; 
and, generally, by a course of conduct and conversation evineinj 
personal fear, n^ilation of uiind and privation of judgmeDt: 
Vhertby the R&id Fort of Detroit, and the said nortli-weslern 
urmy of lite said United Stales, tlicn and there under the com- 
mand ef Itie said Brigadier-Oeneral William Hull, were then 
and there rendcreil an eaity and certain conquest to the approach- 
in;; enemy ; the oBicers and soldiers of a gallant army (compel- 
led by the nbligalions of military law to obey lh« ordera of their 
rninmaudcr) ivere exposed to unmerited mortihcation and re^ 
pruachr and the service of the said United States, in the pmc. 
eutioD ef the said war, suffered great detriment and discreult. 
FOURTir SPECIFICATION. 

And, also, in thii: Thai darini!^ tlie said war so at aforesaiil! 
Mirried on atid prosecuted by and between the said United StateiL 
I (if America and their teiritoric^, and the said United Kingdom of J 
I Great Brilain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, to wittV 
n the «i>^tecDth day of August, iu Ihu year one thousand eight! 
Iiiiadred and twelve aforesaid, at Detroit aforesaid, in the terrt-f ■ 
I lory of Michigan aforesaid, tbe said Fort Detroit being then and J 
\ them wtll gafrtsaaed luid supplied with cannon, ammunition antf 1 
I hrovisionH,lhe«nldnurth-wc«tcr[iarmf»f the said United ^lalei. 3 
r being then and there welt <tup»licd with arms, ammunitioit and ] 
L}iroviiiion<i, and <he nflicors aud soldiers thereof being then and ,* 
Ptherc iti high spirits, and eager ('> meet and encounicr the ap^ 
I Jiroaehiag enemy in baltlcfaud a Gna train of artillery being ibeB I 
f and there subject to the ordcn and di*pofnl of the said brigadieNj 
J general Wiinam iiull.forlhe purpose of defence or attack, yct^ 
I jiiB said brigadier-^eueral Wiltiam Hutl. ilieu and there being ■ 
■Heimimandcr efliic taid fort ofDc troll, and of the said north-wCsI- '" 
r«ni army of titi: »id (TDited $lat«t|) acLJng upon tJie imjiulte of 
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personal IVarnnd apjtreliciiiiiin, nnd coDleni]ilfttii)gu tbsAMur 
ofpenanal HAfetjr, i>. Hliamrfnl attandoitmcnt and fturreniler vFlhe 
«aidFnrt Delrnil. andoflttv laid iiartli-weslr-rn nrmy oFihe laid 
ITulled 8lal<>i, undpr his command a* ftforcaaid. lo Die upprnuh- 
in^enerav, di<4 ttiun iiml Ihrrc slmniefully misbeliave him*i.-irbe- 
fiuv (ll<! L'UFiiiv. ami did thru and Itivre enUr into a dt^araetfai 
cKpilutation willi llic eDtmy, euulaiuia;; na eonsnliiinr; NlintilH' 
4ii>(i, ihut tbt^ said carri^nii and aroiy should march utii afthr (aid 
fart ur Detroit viiUt lli« l:iinor« orwar.no jitti and humane itipu- 
lalion forthcseraritynndprolcclionnf *uehal'llicinhabilani8 of 
tbe "aid Dririiili prnviitve of ITpp^r Canada, a> huA accepted ihe 
said bri^ndicr-^eniTal William [IiiII'h iavitaliun l» juin ibe 
American siaDdard, nor an} rnaMHable stipulatiun for aa oppur- 
tunity or reporting la [he xccretary Tor the dcparlnieiit oI'Mar, 
the cireumnIanMs of %o itnrxpeclcd and so im[»rttti)t un eveot ( 
and did then and then? shamefally absmlon, surrendrr and sivo 
up Ibewiiid fori of Detroit, lo^tiicr with nil llic (roups, regalari 
fti wall a* militia, Oien and llierc i]Hil4.'r liis commund as afuresaid. 
and alt tin* iiuliiic utorL's, arni«, and all uulilio dueuinenl*. iuelu- 
din^ any lhiiia;el«c ofa public DuturebclongiDj to the said fori of 
Duli'oit. and to the Raid iiorih-wctXeni army nf the snld United 
Stales, tlien and there under his cammnml an afureiaid, m the 
*aid apprsacliin^ enemy, lo wit, to the British troops anJer the 
coinniandofmBJor-general Brock, without any eau»e for 80 doin^, 
aritin;; from the superior imnibers, state and condition of iho 
said British foi-ce«. or from the actnal want, or just cxpecialion 
of «udden uant nfarmit, ammunition and provisiunt for the laid 
Foil Detroit and the said norlh western army of the said Unkeil 
Slates, and wilhnut any oilier adequate cause wliatsaercr; 
Whereby the territorial Roverex^ty, rights and properly of Ihe 
said UnitHd Stale* were shamefully ceded to the enemy, a hrann 
and patriotic army was wantonly unerificed by the jpemonal fearf^ 
of the vnmmander, and the service <if the said United Stale), in 
the prosccutiuu of tic said war, juflVrcd a £;reul and aHlictiii^ 



in. CIIABGK. 
'NEGLECT OF DUTY, and UNOFFICERLIKE CON 
OIJCT, while cununaiidinK a separate army, between the ninth 
af April and the srvenleentn of August, in tneyear one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve. 

rmsf BFlXIKICATIfW. 
In this : Thnt before and daring the said war. carriM on and 
proiecuted as al'oresnid by and between tlie said United ^Stales of 
Anii-rica and ihcir territoriei. and the said United Kingdom of 
Greol Britain and Ireland and Ihe drnendeneies thereof, tlie said 
Sri);, (ieneral WiHiam Hull beini' dul^ appointed to cammand- 
" "■ y of lie siiid UniWa litaivs, did actB*lly 
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.akeand aHOme theeommasilortlie oaid nortli-we«tern way on 
or about the liveiHy-fiflb Any of May, in the year onu tbnunand 
ei^ht faunrtrcil&nil twelve, iit nr neai* Dayton, iti th« stAtc nl 
Uliio, anil dill thence cnQHtanlly cnntinucin the actual t cummiiml 
gf the said army, a« well on the marnh fram Uarton aforesaid, to 
Detroit, in tlie teirilnry uf Michigan, and at Dptroit nforFaaid, 
ai in the British provincti -ir IJ[>{i^r Cauadu, until hia rajiitula' 
tinn with ihe enemy, and ihr i^oDweqiipnl unrrendcr af Fori Db- 
(roit. in the iiaid Michigan lerrilory, »illi nil ihc Irnoiut, r^gulnrn 
M well M aiiiitia, tinder his cummand, lu ihn Briltah lan-v* under 
the ramniand of Mnjnr-General 13r<ick, U> ivit, n( Dr-troU nfure- 
laid, in the territory of Michigan aforeiaid, nn the <ii\tecnth day 
of Aui^uHt in ihi? year »ne thnuianil ei^hl liuuilrcd iind twelve 
aforetald : Anil that the nid Brigadier General William Hull, 
unmindful of the iinpurtant truitt reposed in him. during all tho 
time aforesnid. and an well on the mnrch of the taid army frnn 
Dayton aforMaJd In Detroit afotraaid. and at Duiroit afoi>e«aid, 
aiin thcBriliith province of Upper Canatia aforesaid, was |];uilly 
of ne^teel of dutv, anil of tinolncer-like conduet, hy ne|;leelinji; 
and omitting, witn sutfieient car? and tVe<inene^ Lo inopcct, train, 
exercise, review and order; and to cauic to be inspceted. trained, 
reriewed and ordered, Iheiaid army under fai«commaiida»afnro> 
■iaid; and also by nc^tleetiiiG; and omitting, in due form and time, 
to prepare an order of battli;, and make the ■unie known to the 
laid army, on the inareh from Dayton aforesaid to Detroit afore- 
said, in ttie Michigan terrilory aforesaid: Vf heri;b|y the dtRcipliue 
of the troop* under the command nf the aaid Sn^adier-General 
William Hull n< aforesaid, wa4 in danger of Lteioj^ relaied, their 
I'omfort wn* liable to be impaired, their confideuee in the military 
skill and di§pogitiniig ef tlicir commander was dimtuislied, and 
the said army H'a« exposed lo the hazard of disorder and defcatr 
in the crcnt of an attack being made Ihereon hy the enemy- 
SRCOND SPECIFIC A,T10N. 
And, aUo, in this ! That durina the said war, so as aforesaid 
^■arried on and prosecntad, by and netweea the nnid United Slates 
KfiVmerica and their territories, and lhe«aid United Kiiit;douiof 
Ureal Britain and Ireland. and the dcpemleueics thereof, to wit, 
on or about the first day of July, in the year one thousand eight 
liuodrcd and twelve aforesaid, at the kapiiU of the river Miami, 
ill the territory of Michigan, the said Brigadicr-Oencral William 
HntI, then and there commanding Uie said north-western army 
of the enid United Stales, on the march thereof f^im Dayton, in 
the state of Ohio, to Detroit aforesaid, in the lerrilury of Michigan 
iiforcftaid, and Ihen and there having tullieicnt cansu to know or 
lo believe that war then eiialcd bctifeen the laid IJiiiled Htates 
and (heir territorioH and the said United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
luii and the dependencies thereof, niis)fuilly ofiicgleel of duly 
and uniifticer-Uke conduct, by then and there liirins, i *" 
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hoAnl (hcreor, to be Irnnsportcd hj wati^r jiatsngc Trom the saiil 
Rapiils of the Miami of the I, tike tfi Detroit aforc^aiil ((he miii 
Brigadier-General Wtlliaiit Hull having tnfRcietit eause to know 
or to believe the imminent du,iieer nf capture by (he enemy, (n 
which the saiil iinarmril vessel, on the pasini-e aroregniJ, wnnid 
be exposed) eertaiti sick soldiers, and a great |iart uf (he bos- 
pital stores beloiiginc tu the said army, together with a trunk 
conlainins. (among other tiling,) the jiauem herein after men- 
tinned, wliich it wfu the duly of the said Brig. Gen. William 
Hull most carefully to keep and preserve, from the view and 
knowledge of the enemy, (hat is to say, the oRieial corrcupondeiieB 
of the Secretary of Ifie Department >if War and the said Brig. 
Gen. William Hull, as weirtniiching the expedition on which the 
eaid north-western army, under his command as afbreiaid, was 
then employed^ an touching a declaration of war by the said 
United 8lHle>< of Aiiciiea aj^ainst the said United Kingdom 
cifOrcat Britain and Ireland and the depcndeneies thereof, and 
also vertain oinetulmnsler-rolts, reports, and ret urns of the num- 
bers, state anil condition of the said army under his command as 
Aforesaid ; and the said unarmed vessel, on the passage aforesaid, 
from the said Rnpidi of (he river Miami of the lake townrds 
Detroit aforesaid, nfteruanls, t« wit. ou or about the senoud day 
«f July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve afore^- 
aaid, was ouptured by the enemy, having on board thereof, at (he 
iime of inch rapliire, the suicTsick soldiers, the said hospital 
stores, and the said trunk eontaining the said oflleial cnrrespon- 
•leaee, and also the said muster rollii, reports and returns of Jho 
nomlierit, state and condition of the said army: Whereby the 
naid sick soldier* were mnile prisoners of war ; the said hospital 
stores were lost the said United States ; and the said olTiciitl eor- 
respnhdencc, and the said mus'.er rolls, reports and returns of the 
numbers, stale and eondilion nf the said aruiv rame to the pos- 
session, knowledge and use of the enemies of the said United 
Htttles, to the great injury of the said United Siatw. 
THIltD SI'ECrFlCATION. 
.\ml, also. In this : That daring the said war carried on nod 
prnscriited bv and between the said United States of America and 
iheif territories, and the said L'niicd Kingdom of Great Britain 
!ind Ireland and the dependencies thereof, the said Brigadier, 
ticniral Wiliiiim llull,liaving arrived with the said north-west- 
ern arniy orthe said United States, nnder his command as afore- 
xnid, at I>etr<iu, in (he territory ofMiehi^an, on the Hcvenlh diiy 
nf July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve nfore- 
Liiid, and having the possession and command of the said Fort nf 
Dclroitfruni that lime coniilanDy until the abandonment andnur- 
rendei' thereortn ibo British forces under the command of Ma- 
jnr-Gcueral Bruek.on the sistcenth day ufAugust, one thmisanil 
I'l^ht hundred and twelve aforesaid, and finding upon his snid nr- 
t-ivalatDrf^oil Hforesaid. that the works uftbu said Port Detroit 
{vcrr greatly diniagcd and dilapidated, aud that the gnns and gui| 




trrioges beluagiug to lite said Fort Ue(riiil were aIxo <Itinii{;4-il 
it of repnir; und moreover welt kDowinicthe iiniiQrl&nce of 
llic BHiH Fort Uetrail to lite service of the saitl United i^tales. in 
the operalionD of the said wur, and that the same, (lo^lhcr with 
the said euiii and giiii-earriagcB)Hhoul(l he put and kepi in proper 
order anil repair, was guilty orocdci't of dutj, by net^levliiit; and 
omitting, driring all the time oT Tiis (lorseisian and cnmmand ni 
aforesaid, in a proper and MulGeieiil manner, to repair and 
fltrengtheii, or cause tu bo repaired and strenglhcned. the works 
of the said Fort Detroit) by iiegteottn^ and oiiiiUin;, in a prapcr 
and luffieient manner, and in due lime for the service of the said 
United Stales, la repair, or cause to be. repaired, the said guns 
and gun carriages, and generally, by neglecting and oinllling lu 
put, or cause lo be put, said Fort Detroit in » proper slate and 
uoiidi'ion for resistanee and defence, in the evtnl of an invasion 
aud attack by the eneiny : Whereby llie said Part Detroit was 
left an easy couijucst to ihe eacmy ; the said gum and guifcar- 
riaees being afterwords required for the servise of the said 
United Slates in the British province ofUpper Canada, were still 
f»and natit for Iranspartatien and use; great time was consumed 
in |t re paring and fitting iheai fur the said service, and lite opera- 
lions of the war were ^lallj* obstructed and suspeuded- 
FOL'RTIl SPBCinCATlOV. 
Ami, also, in this : Thai durine iho said war so as afnresaid 
carried on and prosecuted by and netwcenlhe said United States 
of Amerira aud^ their lerriloriea, and the said United Kinadom 
of Orcat Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof^ tb? 
tail! brigadier- general William Hull deeluriiig and avowing an 
inteiilioii and design, with the said north-western army of Ibe 
laid United Stales, under his command as aforesaid, tu invade 
ttnd CQlcr the British province of Upper Canada, to invr*t and 
attack the British fort called Maiden, otherwise called Am- 
liurtlberg, in the said British province, and to maintain and en- 
large his position and posscscion in the said Brilisli province, 
and well knowing that expedition, resninliun and energy were 
iiidispeuiible lo the prosecution and accomplishment of mch in- 
lenliou and design, and having arrived at Detroit aforesaid in 
the lerrilory of Michigan aforesaid, on ihe seventh day of Julv, 
in ihi; year one thousand eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, 
and having invaded and entered the said British province of Up- 
per Canada, on the twelfth day of Jnly, in the vear aforesaid; 
and therein taken possession of the town of Sandwich afurrsaid 
find having eyiicnalcd, with the main body of kU army, the said 
British pruvince of Upper Canada, on the eight day uf August, 
in tile year aforesaid, was guilty of neglect of duty and unotticcr- 
likf coitduct, ^y notseasonably repairing, filling and transporting 
or cuutiug to be repaired, titled and transported, Hie guns end 
(;uu-carriagei, which were necessary to the operations ofthe war 
ia the tAid fitiiisli province of Upper Canad-^ ; by an useless and 
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SLW.NTK SPECIFICATTOX. 
Ani], aUe, intliU: Thtit ilnrin; the continnau^c oftlie sniJ 
war so as aforesaiil carried on and proseruW Ity anil be 
(ween tbe said Uiiileil Btatea of Amerirn ami tlicir icrrUories. 
and llie sai<l Uiiiled Kingdom of Great Britain anil Ireland aiuf 
the dependencies thereof) Oie said bri^adicr-^eiiirat William 
Hull, with the said north-western army of the said United States 
under his command as aforesaid, having evacuated the &nid Bvli- 
ish province of tapper Canada, returning (hence lo Detroit afore- 
said, in the territory of Miehi|;an aforesaid, flic enemy having 
ullerwarda taken possession of the bunk of «aid river Detroit, 
opposite to Detroit aforesaid, and thereon creeled halterieti 
w herewith (a attack and annoy, as well the said fort Detroit and 
the Amerivuit peals and baltcriea eree(ed and e^labli shed near 
thereto, as I he town of Detroit in the <!iud territory of Michigan, 
thoeucmy having also manifested an intention anci a design to in- 
vade and enter the said (erriUirj nf Miehigan, and to invest and 
attack the said fort Detroit, and the enemy having also, after- 
wards, in pursuance of such iiitentioit aiid design, landed at a 
place called Spring Wells, otherwise called 8prmg-HilI, in the 
neighbourhood of the said fort Detroit, in the tcrrilory of Mich- 
igan aforesaid : Vet the said brigadier-general 'William Hull, 
well knowing the premises, and unmindful oftlie tnist reposed in 
liim, to wit,frt>m tlie eleventh day of August to and including the 
tixiecnth day uf Auepist, in tlic year one thousand eight hundred, 
and twelve Morcsaid, was guilty of neglect of duty and unoRiccr- 
lilfc fonduct. by neglecting and omittni)^ (o preveni, and lo nl- 
tempt to prevent the enemy from creeting the said lialleries on 
the hank of the said river Detroit, opposite to the said fort of 
Detroit a.« aforesaid; hy neglecting tind omitting to fortify tbe 
laoding-plaee at the said Sjiring Wells, otherwise called Spring 
Hill, intlie territory of Mictiigan aforesaid ; and hy neglecting 
lU)d omitting to annny and attack the enemy, on and after liis 
Inndiug at Spring Wctls, otherwise called Spring-Hill ns afore- 
said, in the territory of Michigan aforesaid : Whereby the enemy 
w-as enabled securely lo erect the said batlerics on the bank of 
the said rivfr Detroit as aforesaid, for attacking and annoying 
as well the said fort Detroit, and the poMs and biilterics erected 
and cslaliliahed near thereto, as the said town of Detroit; In in- 
vade the said territory of Michigan without opposition or loss; 
and In approach the said fori Delroit with the air and cunfideno: 
of a triumph. 

A. J. DALLAS, 
Jwlge JldTacalc. 
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am. ntisicEiCT, i\i> ei^axtx ot tsk covn 

1 HAVE loo long and too severely fi^lt Ihc effects oi' public prejudiep, 
excited by unlbunded ri'ports and gruuudlees cUmors. not to rcjuice that 
the lime li*a arrived vhta I may G|>eak in my own Tindicition, before an 
impartiBl and lionour able tribunal. 

Tlic charges upon \rliich yoii are now to decide, liave been propagated 
UiTDugli ihc t'dion wilh a seal mid iiuhairy, to wbicli my age, my cbaracler 
and my fonner services have in vain been opposed. My reputation »nd 
ftelinjf* bave been the sport of cvety one who cither from malicious, self- 
ish or political motive* chose to traduce mc. The time h»* been when nir 
one would liuve dared In couple dishonor with my nuntF-, when my heart 
luB exulted lo find in}'»:ir meniioncd among those who deserved well of 
their Country. But aince my cRbrts to serve her bare been unsucceiiiful, 
how bave I been tort tired with cruel (u>d unfounded accusations, even con- 
scious innocence has not always given me Tortiludc to bear with Uiii injui> 
lice, unino%cd. Knowing Uie integrity of my own molives, md how zcal- 
otuly I baic Bought tudisclitu'ge my duty to Uie public, my heart ha» ol^ii 
awoUcn with indignation wlivn I have seen Ibc iadefatigablc palnu that have 
been taken by Kjwtjtioni of the foulest calumnieft to excite and keep alive 
jnrejudices against me, Your oun knowledge gentlemen of what has been 
passing b the world, will convince you tliat this is not declamation, but I 
»hal1>licwyauin Uu^ course of my defence, thatmco from whose profestion 
and who^c rank it waa nol to be expected, have been parties in this 
injustice. 

At length, however, iltc Ume I bave so anxiously desired, bat arrived, 
vbcn my conduct nmtl be tctteil by evidence, instead of the misreprcscnia- 
tiuns of nty encniiet, and I Jo feel a conGdence that wbcn you have pro- 
nounced upon thut evidence I may appeal to your judgment Ui refute tlic 
clamorB wliich have been raised against n>.^. 

I cannot but think, Mr. President, that the charges against me ate ex- 
hitiitcd ilia tona hitlicrto unprecedented in proceedings of this nature. It 
wus nut lo be expected, thai in a court whcie the accused, whatever may 
he his inlinnitici or ineapacilies to attend to Ma own defence, is not per- 
luillcd lo have the benefit of council, iJie charges would he enveloped in 
^uch aprofujion of trords, that it IsdifBcult for one not accustomed to tl)c 
i^chnlcal forms of pleadings in tlie civil courts to undenund them, and be 
i\> Complicated by repetitions that it is still Dwre difficult to reduce lliem 
;a ajiy order or analysis. 

It is extremely Important, however, that iVc court »houId asccrtain,aod 
U'A'gyibeviniaiiidfnciBely cf wluttl am ACCUctL TliecourtcorpTo- 
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imdin^ which has been adopted by the court, rendcvi this the more ne- 
Ctssirj, aa icalimon; Iub been given which certainly cannot be applied to 
any of the specifications. The court having thoug'ht propEr (o admit it 
with an intimation that any further objection wliicli I nu);h< offec to its 
propriety or relevancy when I arrived at this stage of my defence, would 
be considered. In submission to this decision of the court, I have omitted 
to make objeciions on this groiuid in severBl instuiccs. i shall not »t< 
jt«inpt toofferjinargument to the court to ptwe the injustice ofmaking- one 
charge a^aiiut a person, and trying and convicting him by (mother: 1 did 
tkowever undcraliuid, from what passed when I first submitted to the court; 
an objection of this nature, that an objection was entertained by some of 
the member!, thai though the teslimony miglit not apply to any speciSca. 
tion, yet if the fact Intended to be proved, would come under clilier of the 
genera! charges, the testimony would be proper. If this were so, then ihero 
trould be no use in the specilicatloni, indeed they would be worse Itiaa 
uaeleii, they would only mislead thi- accused, and induce him to prcpnre 
^irainst one accusation when tic iiiiglit be tried ou onother- 

Tlie propriety of itdmillinE nothing under llic general charge, for which 
-there is not a specific alien . 1 think will appear muiiftst by supposing tlint 
a general charge should be unofKcer>llke conduct, and that the only ipecili- 
cation should be insulting a superior. Suppose that under tliis general 
cJiarge and npeciiicalian, lesUmi'ny should be offered of absence without 
leave, this would ulso be unofGccr-tiltc conduct, and ihercfore would come 
under the general charge. Bnt would it not be tlie height of injiiaiice to 
try the accused for absenting himself, a crime of which the charges gave 
Iiim no notice. I trust the court will see the mlidlty of tlie objection lam 
considering, and tfiat tbry will be carefid to girc no weight to any part of 
the testimony which does not apply to some one of llie specifications. 

I do not lliink it necessary to occupy the time of the court with a reca- 
piiulation of the charges, nor shall I exhaust your patience by attemplmg 
in my defence, to follow llic volume on yoili' table through all its reitera- 
tions. It will be found for the most part to be a repetition of tlie same 
facts, displayed in the jargon of special pleading, with an incongruous dia- 
Bcmination of sucli opprobrious epithets ns fancy mig'htiiimish to heighten 
the imputation ofguilt. 1 shall endeavour lo urrun^> and consider the ac- 
cusalions in such order as will enable me to bring my rtctiincc into some 
compass, and to he the belter understood. I shall particulBTly notice the 
charges which ilie judge advocate in his opening mentioned as tliosc which 
4)e expected would be substantialcd, and I shall not omit to make my de- 
frnee against every accusation which there lias been the least testimony to 
euppoft. The cardinal accusations, if I may bcpicrmittcd so to express 
myself, are founded upon an alleged delay at Sandwich, the retreat lium 
Canada, and Uw iurrcnder at Detroit. 

If 1 can »alisfy (he coial that these acts were in tlicmselves necessary or 
jusliHable, it will Uien remain forme to answer such of the accus;.tions as 
relate lo the manner in which these acts were done, and In answer also soms 
cbu{^ not iramediatdy connected with tiesc irmsactious. This w 
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will embrace Ihc wUoIe of my deEbiic<^. Of this latler description i» tlis 
first specific at ion under the churg^ of treason which reUlcs to llic vcssd 
sent from the Miami, t uhsll therefore give this a scpumte coiuiJentlon, 
and is it stands first imd highest in the black catiilo^ie of the cpimns 
ivbich arc imputed to mo, niul is repeated iii otiier spccilicalions, I shall in 
the Sntinstsncc ask tlie attention of the court to Ihi* subject. 

I have already protested ufainal tlic authority of this court lo decide 
upon (his char^, because trcaion ii a crime of which a court mania) liu 
no cogniznnec. Tlieir power is confuted to such military crimi^ is arc 
specified In the nrlicles of war, imd their jurisdictitm is bo limited, not only 
by Ihc Conilitutiun, but by llio Tcry articles themselves, I have thonglit it 
my duty in ttic niusi iiotcmn manner to make and insist on tliis protest for 
the sake of repelling a dangcruus ciunple, and not as it respected myself 
or the case now under your consideration i for my only desire is to iLcijuit 
myself of the criminal acts and motives which Iiaie been so wutlonly imput- 
ed la me. If I cannot succeed in tJiis. 1 am indifferent as to the names by 
which the crimes may be called, and if I do not acquit myaalf of the othec 
charges which arc the most wsimding lo the fcelinga of a soldier, I aiu 
equally indiBcrent to the punishment thai may be inAictcd. I have no de- 
sire to preserve aliietbat shall be stigmatized by a conviction of Ihls court 
on the charges of coo'ardice. 

The first specification under tlic charge of treason relates to sending the 
vessel on iJic first of July from the Miami willi the Hospital stores, sink 
baggage, and army documents. As to sending the vessel with wtint sbe 
had en board, except the last article it is not disputed — but that for the 
reasons whicli according to the leslitnony of General ItTArtJiuT I assigned 
for it at the time, it would not have been an improper measure had not wai' 
been declared. 

The whole criminality thcH in this respect reals on the truth of the al- 
legation that I despatched the vessel knowing of Ihe war, and with a design 
to give traitorous intelligence to the enemy. 

It is very oerUiii thai 1 had no direct intelligence of the war on the 1st 
of July when ihe vessel was despatched. I had on tlic 36th of June re. 
ceived aletter from the Secretary at war, dated on the day war was dechtred 
ibe ISthof Jttne — andl afterwards received another letter from him of the 
same date, announcing to me the declaration of war. It seems lo have been 
intimated that the letter of the 18th ofJune whichi received on the 26th, 
was the letter announcing the war — but I think the testimony of General 
M' Arthur settles Uiat pouit — He acknowledges that I sliewed lUm both the 
leltcrs which I received on the 26lh of June at ihc time I received it— and 
also tlie letter which I received on Ihe 2nd of July at the time that letter 
came to my hands : But if the testimony of General M'Artliur and other 
witnesses left any doubt on this subject, it must be removed by a refer- 
«ncc to a letter from mc Ui the Secretary at war which lias been read by 
the Judge Advocate, dated at fort flndlay, ou Ihe S6lh of June, which ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the letter from him of the I8lh of June, which I 
^d tben iccetred— la wlueh I i*y " i" 'fc neat 'S « w""/' it wiU N; nt- 



I eantftjneil in the letief siHiouncing the vrti vfhich wa? sho»-n to him on jltt 

I '3aA of July. It cannot be prciundc'd tlint he might hive sr^cn Uiis latt 

[ mfniioned letter on Llic 36th of June — because if thai had been so there 

[ could not have been after the explicit information contained in that letter, 

sny BUch debate as he states thciie was between us on ibe SfiUi of June, us 

I to the posaibilit; of war having been declared. I da not mean to charge 

L iicn. M'Arthup with a wilflil miBreprrsenlation—l ha»e no doubt hut that 

L the zeal which he haa maiufeate't for my coniictloD has led him into this 

I mistake. Aa this is the highest eliai-p: ugainat me, he probably has felt the 

I most anxiety that it shoilld be subalintiated — and hia mind haa adopted aa 

the impressions of his memory whitt arc only the results of his wishes. 1 

TDvlclhit inaccuracy of Gen. M'AilJiur tlic more particularly to shew that 

inasniucii as he was *a materially mistaken with respect lo Uie conients of 

[ the letter, ivliich he mates he h.id inhialuuid, itnd delilierately perused, and 

I }uis confoimdnJ what passed at one time w till what occurred at anotlierj 

I lie may very possibly be an far mistjikeu in Tclatiou lo the couvcvsallons h* 

I hu reUleiL 

t I do Bver that in respect to the convarsation nhicli hu rcUtes lu having 
passed between u» on tlie 26lli of June, he is mistaken ; nr rather he rcpre- 
Kcnts it in i manner calculated to make impressions allo^elhec difTercni 
from wluit in (ruth it ought to uo. Af^erlie bod informed me of tlie LcUer 
Jie ha(l received, quoting the Postscript from General Worth ington— and 
afW tie liod communicated to me what had been said by CotoncI Dunlnp 
the bearer of tlie letters, I might have said it seemed like war, ormadeuae 
ofsomecxprcssionof that sort— but I deny that! ever said that Uie &o«- 
(ojj'ji feifer seemed like war — on the contrary — that letter induced me to' 
suppose notwithstanding the Postscript from Gen. WorIhingU)nMut11ieiii> 
fiirmatioiiorCol.DuiUap.thnt war could not havebeen declared. 

t beg ibe court to remark that neither the postscript or the information 
of Col. Dunlap did state, or could have stattd, that war was declared, but 
merely gave tlieir opiniii»» ttiat war would be declared by ilic time the 
ktlcN were received, trithout stating any grounds for their opinions — 
considering, however, the opinion of Gen. ^Vanhington, as coming from 
a source entitled to great respect and consideration, it induced mc to 
fiiink it possible (hat war might have been declared — But when I found 
day after day passing without intelligence from tlie government — when t 
found that on llie 1st of July five days hod elapsed since the arrival of Col. 
Dunlap, and when I felt conGtlent that not a moment would be lost in dcn- 
patching a messenger to mc whenewr wnr was declared— I was satisfied 
that the information wliieh had been communicated to me through Ocii. 
31' Arthur bad no other foimdatiou than those rumors and expecUtions 
which bad been su long afloat throngttout tiie country. Oa« circumstance 
was a strong indiiAment to believe Ibat the relations of peace with Great 
Britain Lad not been interrupietl. When I left Waslilngton, tlic secretary 
of nar had told me it was not expected that war would be declared brfnre 
tlie4tli of July. This is a fact, though the secretary of war It 
to the ninth inWrfngat'>r>' idrtrcHediohim thn' "he had ro' t 
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SEaof uic Cbnvcrjitioo bclvccn us rupee ling the probulilelini'^orUiR 
dcclanktion of wu Ai to cnablp him to nniwcr latiifnctority un tint lub- 
jcct."— But as I had not on tlie 1st of July, when 1 desputohrd ilie veaicl 
received myielf any inronnalloii of the declamtlon of war, 1 w»» to pre- 
sume tliat the enemy could not have been appri^il of that event. It tppcarcd 
to me an inadmissible imputation on tlie udmlnitilrution, to luppose it poi* 
Bible lliat they wimld auffer infonoation of intended hoitilitio to be con- 
veyed to the enemy before it could reach their own General. — Yet il was 
tbui'tcen A^ya after war was declared befora I hud any informatiuii of it— 
Though it appears that a letter from the secretary nt war written on the 
ISlh of June, had reached mt at fort Pindlay in seven days— and an attention 
to the dates of the correspondence between me and the war department will 
■hew that the communi cation between the city of Washington and the 
army, cvcn[ when<ilt wa« in Canada, might be made in eight or ten days. 
In the secretary's letter to me of the lat of August which has been read, 
lie aclcnowledges the receipt of mine of the 19th of July by CipL Curtis, 
who left my head (]iiaTteri af Sandwich on theSOthof July— [ never heard 
that any duplicate of tlie letter of the 18th of June waa written to me, or 
that the letter was delayed by any accident. Nor do I know that any llBtte^ 
was written to tne by the admiitistntion kflet tlie war wit declued, ex- 
cept the one of the ISthof June, until the 34th of the same moath, when 
six dap had elapsed A letter written at Washington on the 18th of Juna 
might have reaclted ine by express in five days — But the letter which was 
to give mc the iirat inlormatlon of the war, if it left Waihington on the 
ISth or Bth of June, could not have trareltcd at a greater rate than thirty 
miles a day. 

I think after thb statement the court wili not aay that it was trrateaaite 
in me to conclode. that it was impossible the administration should have 
left me iguorant of the war when it might be known to the enemy. 

t beg Id direct th<^ attenijun of the court to tlie tejtimuny of Gen. Cut 
upon Ihif pnbtt. lie iHad a perfect knowledge of all the cireumatanees 
with ivhieh Gen. M'Anl'ur and myself were acquainted — he had icen tlie 
Irtterolthc ISth of June fi'om the secretary .it war, which I received on 
tho II6th. lie knew what iiYformation Ccn. M' Arthur had reeeivul Prom 
crirr<;>prmdcnt and fn>ni Col. Dunlap. He teitific* tliat when the veaicl 

s despatched from the Miami, he hvl no reason to believe (bat at that 
time t knew of ttie war. He hid no eonvcmtion with toe which couldin- 
e such a belief. He sent his own baggage and acrvani by the vessel. 
Which on hit cross-examination he says lie certainly should uut have done 
tf he Itad liad any thought that war tlien existed. 

But it uppeara thit immediately after the receipt uf the letter announc- 
ing to mo tlie decUration of wnr — I uaedcvcry possible ex«i'lion to rccal 
the vessel' — I refer tlie court nn this point to the leatimoliy of Capi. Fuller. 
Thii conHoct u cnlircly inoontiilcnt with the criminal intention* which 

■ iinjAitcd to me in respect (a this tranaaelion. 

U rcRiainM f«r mo to nnticc th»t part of tbb charge which states that I 

tonboar"! the wmydccwncntsimdpspeM whi^rchy •h»enrB>yw«emnU« 
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■C<]iuiutcd uitL lh( ferceoTtbe uiay, tlir ileugnt ot'tLe govwuucjit, aiAi' 
w]th ihp declantiou of war. 

I do not heailalc tu ncknowlcd^ thiit H vu improper to Uiut Uic doe- 
iiraenu which were put on bourd tbat veuel lo aucb * convcyinec, or ctsk 
forme to pu-t wiili them in anyway, whctber In pctccurvar— Hiil I irutt 
it hw nlUfactorily appeared to the coon ftocn thctciUniony of Caplain 
Hull— iliat this vua owing to an xceuknt which nii^tt liare luppcni^d i« 
ihe moat carefiil communder. 

I had ordered my ba^gBgt la be ptil on lio>r<l the it«si>l, not wipposinj; 
it pouilile thai the Inink cont:iinIng' my pvptra uoutd have ttnen considrircd 
by my iiid-dc-tamp included in tiiai unJir— nnd it wm not uulU after ilie 
iTsul hail deparivd tlun villi eqiuil siirpriM and regntj kaml tlint my 
aill^dc^ciunp bod wlih my hngga^ ihippcd a trunk «hic|^iHuaiiicd noth- 
ing but piipcrs. llievi- in one alU^ution in ihis ^ar^Mmt I feci myielf 
■utborin^ to repel \ritli some inilignationA-lwcauK? I tbink it coold only 
have be«n mode widi a view in eiciitpitc itlhers t'rtitn miicnniliict at my 
espenoe, by nn attempt to make it be beliefed tint the Ei;i:iny derived u 
knowled^ flftbc war fitnn tbe cnpture of'thia veascl. If llii* were at 
]iowU it tube necounled fitr thut the ei),.-iny ahould Inre unilcdhcr io a 
iicsUle manner before Ehc wot captured. 

The conn will recollect that Lieul. lanoding siateu, ihul wlwn the vciicl 
n-UFofrBuis-blanc lalanil, ibi- enemy's armed brig Hunter bore duwn upon 
her Btri that rfie wai pursued by b (Iriiiaan from Jfaldeii £llcd with annci'. 
men — bat that tin: sug);estion tlmt the oncmy derived Uieir knowledge of 
Uiedecltrationof ^arfrum the paper* found on buard tltc vc99c^i ii repel- 
led by the fact that thlt veaaelhad no document! (mliciNnl which could pos- 
sibly give tliem that infarmation the cuuld nut liave had — [hr 1 had no sucli 
documents In my pmseiion ■! the time she sailed I'nMn ttic rapids of the 
Miami. II ia also ■ fWct tliat isn<)\> notorioiuihal ilio enemy had received 
•nforiiMtionoftltepusinfforihc act declaring war u.'v<:rQlt0ys before Iliad 
, any Gommunicatton from Waihiogton on ilic sul^eel. Hit«s ungeneroub 
nsit itunjutt tocJurge the eaemy*a prior knowlcd^vftbe declaration of 
varto any act of mine. I have now closed my d«fence on tliii first »peci. 
licalion ondcr the eliarge of treason — and altlinugh 1 prrsial in n>y objec- 
lion to this court's taking cogniiance of Ibut crime' — yet I hare g^iven tbe 
charge a full eiamioation — because the same facta are spceiGed under the 
clisrge of un<itliccr4ike conduct — tiiul 1 shall rely upon what I have nou' 
^aid fuf iny vindicstian ngslnit the spccilicatiiitt which relates (u tlii'i 
subject under that charge. 

To sustain tliis charge rf treason there arc two other spceifieatinns—cBt 
rcbtinfT to tlic Mippoaed delay in attackinj; Maiden and ihc retreat from 
Sandwich, the other to tlicsiu-retidcr of Detroit — Butu tliere isarcpeiiiini 
of tliesc tpecificatiuns under the two other charges — f shall not now imticc 
them further than to observe that iheae specifications under Ihc charge of 
treason, nllege that tlie delay, the retreat and the surreniL-r ivure all in 
pursuance of a tnitoroua combination and eonsplracy between meandcer- 
tnjn enemies of the United SUtos, whose nunes areunkaown IfUieeoiirt 
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iat th'serrmeoT U«uMi,lcMildwtbeeM*ietediulau 
(be tr»iloroii8 combinniion soJ conspiracy were proved. 1 migUi uk 
wtiere i* the erktencF of any combinniion or eonipincy between nw and 
Hit enemy— Bui I fiirbew with indign«tlon from the cxaioination of »iich a 
^stion— and now when the cnurt ka> before it *U Uie teicinuiny tbat the 
uUnrwt eflbrts of my prineeulor* ha*e been able to br Jig agsinrt me, I ask 
thetn tB Judge from wliJil mdi^uit wurce the inforroitkui which could 
hare M^ested Uiis churge, must hire been dr»wn.— aoroe of lie wil- 
Mnei Who ha«« («stiR«d ag»inst mc mnst have furnished lire ™»leri»I« 
ftem wliieb Ifce )^ntlein«n employwl by the gov<rnmei« to Irame the charg- 
es must h«*e drawn them. They miiot then have mudc sugeesliDas to 
him whieb they dire not attempt to support by their oWn tiitht or by one 
p«rticlc of proof, and whieb flouW ha»e resulted only fiwn liic biWcr- 
itess of their own heart* toMfard* me. 

MkMiaM to the arrMigcmeni of my defence which I have heforr suggest- 
td—l shall nexl c«n(ider the spcciftcalionB whicli clur^ me with crimes 
w miseondiicfi in delayiag to attaA Malilen— in withdrawing Uie army 
!}t)m Canada, and i^ makinf* the liaal Giirrcndrr. 

There are, as 1 have laid. accusations widch are not 'immediately con- 
tiected with thetc trannaetions, nnd tlicie 1 slull notice in the course of my 
'4en:nce — B>it ifl «lM|thl taliify this court that tliesc cardinal »ccii>«tian« 
areiinsupportHtithaUhemaasumlo which they refer were lit and proper, 
and aocb as <ir«<Biutince!i required— or if it should now appear, that a 
diffbrenl eoiir»e in respect to either of these tncMurcs ou^t to liave been 
udnpted — Velif t should eatiafy the members of Ihis court, that ininycaa- 
'luet upon these occasions I have been actuated by the purest motives and s 
sense of duty, I trust 1 shall not be judi^cd criminal — i shall not pretend 
tlut 1 may not hive erred — but error and crime are not convcrtabic terms. 
When I accepted a commlasion from the government, I pledged to them 
my utmoii loal and ability in discharge of the duties of the ofEcc they 
conferred upon me, and liruit that pledge will not beconaideiedas forfeited, 
ihoufli it should appear to tills cnurt tbat on *ome occaaiona my judgment 
may llave misdirected me. The proti;sgion of a sohlier would not be longei- 
hoiiourible, if neillier Uie purest intentions or the most lealous eiertiont 
could shield him from crimiual imputations on the ctrors of hi* judgment. 
My defence, Mr. President, on tlieae poinla, as well as on all ethera will 
be a relatioD of facts and ciroumsiances, and an eipoiiUoti of the consider- 
ailmts, and motive* which liavc goTemed my conduct. 

Youcannot, gentlemen, furma just decision upon my ease, nor judge of 
lUc consideratioiu wliicb Iiatc inttueoced iny ccnduct, unleaa you under- 
hand what were my views and tlic views and expectations of the executive 
officers of the gnvcniment of the United Sutea, in reapcci to the Nonh- 
irestcni army — iis relations and objects wlien I iiccepttd my commissiaa 
in AprU. 1813. 

I feel Bome embarraMmenl in presenting to you, [Ju» part of ray cu»— 
» sm well aware that it may be tiaid ibat I am attcnpting to cseulfwie 
-iy>,eirhy censurmgotbers— 1 well know ii)e ihai Ore pnli'.ical fcrfl^ jf 



ininj ftnoM »te £s sensible mi wirm, HuA llie sltghtert impniUtion cl 
misconduct igiinit the BdmiaiBlration will excite tlieir prejudice— and' 
tbil meh prejudices arc the more like!}' \» be roused when the cliarge* 
are made by one wtra ic prosecuted b; the ulininislmion — But (^nilemnt 
1 ihail say nothing of the officers of the gorerament that is not supported 
by irrefragable teslimony^ shall only present for your conaidfcaiion fucts 
which arc proTcd by documents before you, and shidl nuke no obsLTvniiona 
upon them which arc not obviously and ubsulutety necessary for my de> 
fence — Much less Ehall 1 attempt to churfp: tlic administration with any 
nilful misconduct, I believe every member of it to have been actuated 
liy the purest motives and the most ardent zeal in preparations fbr, and 
pfosecntion of »n inevitable war. A lenr in which ! should never have en- 
listed hod 1 not believed it both just and necessary — ind while my country 
is engaged in such a contest, let my former ser\'icea lo her, let my former 
chsractei- shield me from the saspicion that I ironld voluntarily say one 
word Uial shall lessen the confidence of my countrymen ta those, under wliose 
auspices our battles must be fought — and by whose visdam and stKngtk 
tiur misfomiQea are to be redeemed, and our honour is to be Mved. 
' But in my own vindication, and in defence of that honour which the go- 
icmment havenow put at state, I am obliged to aay, that tlic army 1 com- 
■nandfd had n«t thai co-operation and support whi<A «~hen I accepted my 
commission the government gave me reason to etp^(s|>— and without Ibc 
prospect ofwhich, I should never with the fiirce tltH was placed 'under 
my oommand have thought of carrying on olFensivc operations ^»inst 
I'pper Canada — nor even have placed my army unless in ohediendc to 
orders in the situation in which it was after it's arrivtil on the waters of 
f Ake Erie. 

'When 1 accepted the command of the North-western army, I did not sup- 
pose that in the event of a war with Great BtlUin. llie force of that arroy 
would be adequate to conquer Upper Canida — Nor did I believe that the 
administration had such ah opinion : — Bui on the contrary I did understand, 
snd such it will appiear was the understanding of the e»ceutive officers of 
fhcgovemmentjtliat in theevenlof a war the npcrations of my army would 
be «lrengthencd and secured by a competent naval force on Luke Erie, and 
hy the direction of other forccB afiainst iLe enemy's territory. Hail 
these expectations been realized, instead of having lingered out so many 
Rinnllu as a pnraecuf^d criminal, instead of now standing before you as an 
accused, 1 might still hitve shared my country's eilnRdcncc — The fiiul 
charges 10 which I am now to answer would not have thus blasted the lau- 
rels of my yon Ih— But even in llie wilds of Canada and amidst these whit- 
ened locks they might have retained their pristine vctdure. 

I procewl gentlemen to turn your attention to the documents, by a refer- 

enoe to which I mean to shew what were my views and exprctsiiuns, and 

what I lud a right to suppose were the views and eipectation* of the ad- 

miftistration on ilio subject which we are now considering. 

The first piper reiul by the Judge Advocate waa a memorial addressed 

me in 1309, 10 the then secretary «t war. 





I 

I 



B this memarUt tlie rollotving » 

" My residence at Detroit for four yean hu given me boidf knowledge 
of our Nolhcra and Western frontii^r — and I take the liberty of cnmniuiii- 
cating to you tucli facts u hive fallen under my ob^rvjliuu. Tlie opin- 
ion I have formed — and the measures whidi ^pcar to me llie moat «i|jc- 
dient tuider the existing itatc of things." 

After a variety of su^^tions, and among others, Uiat though war sliauld 
Bot take place, it would be necessary to have a larger force in Upper Canada 
than was then there — the memorial is as follows : 

'■ I would likewise suj^eit for consideration the expediency of building 
•omc armed vessels on Lake Eri«, for tlie purpose of preserving the com- 
munioatton— cMituJi'''. you have tAive mihiai-i/ p^nt (o the Nortli and West 
of these watera. and no other communication with tliem." 

II is title this memorial was written in time of peace — but the suggestion 
as t« the naval force could only be with reference to it's use in u-ir. I do 
nntknowfor what purpose this memorial was read by the Judge Advocate, 
unless it were to sliew of what imporunoe I thought our possession of De- 
troit — Sir, my opinion on that subject liii ever been and is yet thcsameas 
IS i-xprcssed in that memorial — I thought Uie admin Latnition had the «wne 
■cutimenls — and therefore I wa« the more firmly persuidcd that the ad- 
would have taken every poasihle means to support the am; 
■ sent for it's proLection. At the moment I was iiurendcring 
Lhll fortress, a conviction of it's great importance increased the piiignant 
irgre-i I f;lt for Uic- necessity of the measure. 

On the Gth of March, lB13,which was about a month b«fore I was appoint- 
ed In a command in the army, I addressed another memorial to the admin- 
uitrat-on whicli is no imprirtant to shew my views with respect to the force 
to be directed against Upper Canada in the event of a war, that I beg leave 
to rsad the whole of it — It is in tite following words : 

•■ WisniBGTos, 6th March, 1813. 



" Sib. 

" TuE prompt manner in which rou hare adopted measures for 
■ iie protection of Detroit and the other settlements in the territory of 
Afichigun, inspires me with confidence thai such ulterior arrangemenls ivitt 
speedily be made as the peculiar lituation of tliat section of the United 
States may wquirc. 
"' llaw far the measures already adopted will give security to that part 
the country in the event of war with Great Britain, is a sulijeet worthy 

" OIBcen of a company have been appointed n-ilh orders to recruit la 
e territory. 

•' The lecrctaiy acting is goi-cmor lias been authoriied to make a d*. 
(achment offbur companies of militia and call them into actual Mtriee. 



J 



" The commutdin^ olficn- of fort Detroit tiu beM directed to creet Imi 
[Erin on Uie binks uf (he Mtct Dfiroit for the prot«eliori of the unm. 

" 'Fheu. a* incipient meuurei I very much approve, and wis particular- 
ly irieuFcl with the decisive imnner they were adnpted. It miist be upTia- 
mil howtser they add nuphf/^tat itrenjctli tu tlrnt sectkoi of the CBuntry- 
The foNP klreuly tlii;rc in oidy better nrganiECd and prqiared to be called 
int* nettoD. By compn-in); this ftn-co •■'iih Ihv iattK which mity he oppos- 
ed to iii, will evince Oicneceasity of addltioTul means ordefotcp, if the Vet- 
/itoni Is vorth preBcrving- 

•' In the fort of DelMit I nnder^lind l>y the Xarx relitms Ihere are lesa 
than one handled rrffulars— the popiiUtion of tlic inrllnrj' U less Ibtiti tttr 
lAouund — *nd this pn|mlstinn ef Ihe tcrrilorr principally uf Canadian 
CharBCtep— Conneeieil with the pott ef Detroit, »nd lliree hundred mHes 
Noi'tli, is iJie island of Michiliinnckinac, u'lierc ii x fnrt fpirriMiKtl by a 
company of regiitnrB. Nirar Ihr Smitl) bmd of Lkke Micliigun on Ihe 
Westerly aide H fiiil Dcirbom, Kkewlie ^arriKined by a. cumpwiy of' 
regular*." 

•■ This 19 all Ihc force on wliich we «ui stpremsitcalculile forlhe 
safety of oar frontier »nd for the protection of tlie Indians whidi the Utait- 
ed Stales are bound by treaties to afionl. 

" Bo support can be derived from tlic ladian Naliotu, even in Ow wient 
of war, brcxuse onr officers ire instructed to udvisc litem tn remain ncti- 
tral— 4nd not to aceppt their services if they should be uffbred. 

" I will now coiuider the British Ibrct: oppnutd lo this pari of the IToit 
ed StMir$. 

" A fort at Amherslberf- at the raotith c.f the Betrolt river, garriaoned 
bv thoiit one hundred British troops — another fort on the iilnnd of 9t- Jn 
icph^ at the mouth of the river St. Maty's. garrisoned hy abmrt fifti 
Briliih troopt — two armed iihlpa on Ijike Erie, ti'hich command the wnters 
and would prevent nil cnmtniinicnlion from the States through that chut- 
nd — a population of at least flfly thousand in that p»rt of Upper Canada 
which is connected with the Detroit river and Luke Erie, and could easily 
be brnu^it to operate against our seilleitienia— about four thoiisfind men, 
principally Canadians employed in the Indian trade and under British in- 
Riience — and lastly may he reckoned all tlie Indians in Upper Canada, and n 
large proportion of the powerful nations residing in the territory of 
Ihe United Stales, wlin m.w hoW a, constant and friendly intercourse with 
the British agents, and are lilierwlly fed and elollied by the bounty of the 
British government. 

" It appears from this utatemcnl that the British force which can be 
brou^l to operate against ua in the territory, is more than ten tu one, 
«Ithout including Ihe Indians, 

■> It requires no diflicull reasoning to determine what must be the con. 
sequence— tliut pari of I lie United States niuit All into tlie hanili of the 
British government, with all Ihe inhabitants— llie ftrti at Chicaga, Mich. 
ilimackinac and Detroit, and nil t!i>^ pnbli'- stopca. with the public mt 
ate vessels on llie I^rlrf. 
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^ "Titia viU^ve>«iir enemies Ihe entire commntuJ or >ll ibt otfunVy 
M'arlh und North-veEt of tlie Miami of Lake Eric— And the Kitlcrnenbi oi* 
II put of Uie sUtc of Oliia, nill be aubjcci. Xo tlie (IvpredaliDns 
ol' Uicrowrrful northern nsUons of Bivngcs. There Unotliing in m}' opinion 
{iailie cTcnt. otwur) can [irerent tlii* sutc ofthinf^ but anailaiualc foree 
on the Detroit rirer. opposite to the letiltmenti in Upper Conulii- II nuy 
bctdied how ia this force tube pUced there, and how ii it to be tnppovltdl 
Wtiir, we cannot commiitid tbc Ocean, we can command the inlkud Litkesof 
uur country — I have alwajrH been of the opinion that we oug'ht to bave built 
la m»ny umed vessel* on tUe lAkea as vould ba*e commanded them — we 
liavc more interest in them than the Britiah nation, and can build vesieta 
with more convenience. If, however, there is no in ten I ion of the kind* 
HI muat be i^uidoned until we tkke poascsBiun of the 



" The army which mirohes into the cotmtr; muat open roads Uirougli 
the witdemeia, and the luppljes anil provision* nf whatever elic ma; be 
neecMary, miut fata bj land througli the itate of Oliia. U the conqueit 
at the Cansda* la the object of the government, theji will Iben have an 
arniy in a proper ailiutinn to commcncn the operationa, and at the suae 
time protect the detrneeleis inhabitants and control the Indians within 
OUT territory. The answer piobably may be, it is more expedient to leave 
the Michigan territory to it's fate, and direct the force to Mooireal. Thi» 
will prevent uU colmnunication by the SI. Lawrence with Upper Canada 
Mid it must of courae aurrender. In this expectation I think it probable 
(here would be adisuppaintment— if aforce is not sent suiEcieni tooppo«« 
llic British force which may be collected at Amhcrstberg and it's riciuitf, 
Detroit, Michilimackinac and Ctiicags muat fait — the inludiitanti must 
once more change their uUegiancc, uid the Indians become the cscliuivi^ 
friends and alliea of the King tlteir great Father. Iniliegarrisonsatllieae 
placet they will find large quantities of arms and military alures of every 
kbd. — Upper Canada and our country of which they will be in tlic posses- 
eIoii, w'dl furnish Uiem with provisions — How then h'iU Upper Uanuda be 
conquered bypoaaeising Miintrcai? They will be in the quiet poisesnion 
oT Uieir eoimtry and a part of our'a — and haw are tliry to be approached t 
You cannot approach them by water, because they coamand the Lakes — 
Ifi approaching them by land you must pass througli a wilderness filled 
with savages under British control, and devoted to British interest. The 
consei]t;enccs of such an attempt iMy probably be beat learned from the 
lustorj of the camp;iign in that very country conducted by Uens. Hormetf 
St. Clair and Wayne, In tTppcr Canada they have a j^vemor who is a 
Major Gen in their army — who commands Itie regular troops, the niilitla. 
and the Indiiin*— the whole force of tlie country is tliercforc combined 
imder his cominaml and may be directed to a single point without any 
coUisioQ. 

** Prom the preceding stale of fact* and obscrvationr it must be :ippa- 
rent tliat for Detroit and tlie settlements in it's neighbourhood— and like- 
itIk Michilimackioai; xnj ChleagK under preiCDtcircDmstaacGecre in tbr 
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fiuK'cT «■' lli« Utitiftli — *ad that their po«»euioa of Uuia uoulu be U- 
tmncly caUinltous to tlic Uniteil Statis. 

•• In the e\*nl of pace witL triglanil I un orppininn tlial the nonlttn 
Iramler ou^t to be hcUer pralecti^d ibun it is at present in the erenl of 
, war — anil the abject beln^ iiie rc<lu<:li«n of the prtivincca oF Upper ami 
|,pwer Canada, I think it miisl be irridmE that the ealablishment of an ■ 
army at Detroit, sufficient ia ilcfend tlut part of the eouiittr, control ilic 
Indiant, add comiacnce oprrations un tlie weakest points of defence of 
the enemy, would be an incipient measure IndiBpensaUy ncaeswty. With 
respect to tlie other points a( attack I thall make nn (ibsenition*, as I 
jlrobab); ahill bive no agency in iLoni. In considering thi< subject I bate 
cndcflvoureil lo divest myself of all local feclingi, and grounded iri) obser- 
vationi and iipiniona on public considerations aJnnc. 

" Two things appear to me to be certain, one is that in tbeeicnt of «ar> 
the enemy will attempt to take possession nf that eountrj", with a view tn 
obtain the assiblnncc of the Indians residing in our territory; aul the 
other is, tliat under its present circnmitaiices uf lielencc, it u ill be in 
their power lo do it. A part of your army now recruiting may be»»«'eH 
supported and disciplined aiUethiitaBM any other place. A force Bd«|uate 
lo the defence of tliat rnlnerablc point, would prevent a war with the sav' 
ngcE, and probably induce the enemy to abandon llie pr«T|iice of Uiipcr 
Canada without opposition. Tlie navtil force on tiie Lakes would in tliat 
event fall into our pusscsiion — and we should obtain the command of the 
WBters witliftut tlie expence of building such a forc«. 
1 " The British cannot hold Upper Canada without the assistance of tiic 
' Indians, and tliat aasiatance they cannot ul>tain if we lia\e an adcijuatc 
Ibrce in the sittiation I have pointed out. 

** There i» another consideration very important. It will do more to 
prevent a general Indian war, as far West, and beyond (he Miasissippi, iliau 
my other measure. The Indians cannot conduct a war witliuut the assis- 
' "Mncaof a civiliied nation. 

"The British estubllshment at Amhcrstbers is the great emporium 
from which even the most distant Indians receive Ihcir BUpplics. A force 
at ttic point I tnenlioned would prevent all communication of the Indiana 
with that post — indeed sir, in every point of view b whicli tlic subject 
can be considered, it appears to me of the first imporUnec tu adopt th* 
TDeasurc." 

I am i-ery Respectfully 

Your most ob't servant, 

WM. HITLL. 

To this document is nnneied a copy of a letter fn>in me to the sccpctarj' 
at war, and the two documents are certified aa authentic documents iii 
■ he following words: 

" Copy of Uie Original on fde in the VVar-OiRce/' 

a. PAHKEB, Chief Clerk. 

Can it be suppoied, after this exposition of my views of what would be 
-lir*'nrmv'« fiiri-r^and «it'tation, th.ir I could evfr luivc I«kctnhe Co mliisriA 



ai ftbout WUE buBiired regulAT troaps and sixtfcn Uutulml miliii*, la ciicAi 
hy mems of such • Tavci;, williout any nKsUtance or co-opeiutjciii, tlw ciiii- 
<|iiei( ofa piYiruicc, i part otilv of which I had represented u conUinitig 
fifty thou9«nd inhtbitanti > Thai I could have co«icni|)Utiul tui »vi»ck on 
intmemy, having' at it'i dlipoftiU B bodj' of re^lnr truupi, ilii^ cvnirol 
over catmtlna SAvagca, xnd Tbu great advantnj^ of the command or Ibe 
tdkes amd watcM ' TU'n memorial wis received and iipproTi-d by ihc 
Kuvemmcnt. This in iuelf la proof of tlielr adoption of its •entimenli — uii 
liiBt it ».TW Ihe'u- opinion »» well u mine, tbit ir ihc erent of* vnr, »ucli »i» 
armyj!) wuspui under my command could do nuthing aifeniiive, without 
wc lisil a naval force on the upper Iiokea — nnd without ■ ca-operation <ni 
other parts of tlie cnemie'S territar)', which shoald distract hU •■lentlon uid 
pruicnf his brirging the ^t«iite*t Weight ofhiipott'eron t lin^le poinl. 

\ kv days aher I Wkb appoiolicd to the eommiutd of the KorUi-wcitern 
krmy. I presented another memorial to the President, Uiruu^i the war de» 
psrimvirt. in which I wa» eiplicft as to what miglit Be expecled from lucb 
a force si I was to lead — m to the nccessit;> of rciiifbrecmenta, of our com- 
nunding ihe l.ikes — und the neeeasity of a cooperation in other quartera. 
My dr&fl of iJiis memorial I have lost in the way which I thill herca(\cr 
':ip1ain. '1'Im elialennr nf the original and it's ^neral purjiort ia proved 
by Mf. £nstix, who in hit answer to (he 6(h and 7t1i interro^torie* ad- 
ilrcwed to him, saya ; " I have apcrfect recolleelionofyour havinif ptEtentecl 
the memorial referred to in the inltrrogaiory— I recollect he adds, your 
iucndancv by aip poinimcnt ikt ilie war bfUcv — the metnorial, or that part 
at it which related lo (heBava.1 defence of Lake Eritr, waa rcfcTrtdDrcoiD' 
municalol to tJic aecreiary of the navy, who was present — The brig 
-ViLtma, which lud been cmpbyed ai a Inintport, under direction of tb« 
" ar dcparinient. became ilic subject of cnnvcraation — whether she was 
<,iiein);llien vntlie atncka repairing) avtuallylrantferrudtothe war deparl- 
ioeni I do ntit distinctly rccoUect^J* thai was the cue, the evidence i* 

Vet tliii memorial, or > ccipy of it I have never bocn able to obtain. 1 
tuive applied for it to the seereury of wa>— Re referred me to ilic aecte- 
•aryariheiiivy—the secretary of the navy to Mr. Dallas— lu him I appli. 
<M--aAd ho refiirrud me lo the present Judge Advocate who knawa nitih* 
ing of it : And finally when my trial commenced in this city, I addrvsied 
" letter to llie I'risidcnt of tho United Statei, requesting hun to inierposo 
Ilia authurtty, to procure mc a document, which I conudered »o important 
ill my defence — It was, sir, too much fer mc to have expected an answer 
Tram the I'rcsidenl hioiaclf, though tlic time was when such an anan-er 
u'ould not have been considered na conferring too great an honour. 

'rho President referred my letter to ilie ^ntlemcn at the head of the 
warandiisvy departmenta^-They also would notcondeawnd tu uiswcr mj 
letter, but handed it over to Ihclr clerks. The elevation of thetc gcntlcr 
>nm seems to have rendered them giddy, t ask, would it nut hate cnra- 
[kirinlnith tbelniTinrtintvnrtlinoouittffi, 'be irtmvm dve t»i9«U 



1 



J 



nnn and ■ vfrlcfiui lolilier, not jel cunrielci] of any crime— For the xeK-t 
Uric* thrnuelvcs to Iutc addi-nscd mc ^ 

But in inswer to mj' ktt«r, I r«cciT«(l > letter from the diicf flak in 
the w*r aIBcc, dated FAinury 12, 1814 — vlth a ccnillcilc from thr clUeT 
clrrkiittlw iiavj ilcpjiUncnL. The letter fiwir the wir office itintbv 
(ollgwiiij wonia - 

W»»OrFit:ii,Ftb 12, IJnt 

Stn, 

Ymii- letter of Uie Isl imt. addreuod to Hie Prcwlentof 
the United Blates hu heen referred to nic — In snintr lo whieli I l<**c llir 
bnnotir to itMte.thut all juiir cotnmuniulioni to thcWardcpartinent afler 
ymi vetn Bpttointfil Dri;;. fien. in Uie urmy, have be^n tntumittcd to P. S. 
fiiker, Errt], Itiiige Adiocate of tLe court mwrtial now scttinjj "t Albany, 
(ofetlicr iritii niclt otheii itn y<Mi liwl tfijuired ax tur xh thty cuiild Im 
found on the files tif Uils office 1*hc pu bl ic rcconU of pi[>«n o^ tlie var 
itepanment have been ccmatunity witliiu my obHcrvalicn and eharftt tin- 
wttnl yean put ; and I aisure ynu, Sir, I Imvc oerer iiccn »r heard of" a 
mcmoie pointi<ig out the neccBalty of a iiuvy on Uike Erie. Sinec tte 
rMcipt of your letter I have carufiilty examineil tlir files and erninired i>l 
every gv>itl«inan attached to itie d^parlioeni, n-iihoul being able lo ghf 
any infi>rmaii»n on the sulijecL" 

I biiTc the lionoiir to be. Sir, 

Very respcolfnlly, your obH servt, 

B.\XIEUFAaKEU,Clt 
Drig. Gen; WM. ffULL, Albany. 

II iiuiiaccountuble,Hr.IVesident, that a piiblis document of this naturil 
should be loit — that il did exist, and wa» on tlic files of llic war olliec, \s 
proved beyond cnntrovrr»y, by the rlepositlon of tl>e late atewlary ut war. 
who iweara, lliat he hut u fttjeci reraOeciitn af it. But a most esinordi- 
lury p^rt of tli'u letter fnim the war department, is that which statcH 
that llw writer ha* had t}ie public records and papera of tlie war depart- 
ment constantly under liis charge and obMrvatlon for several ycara put. 
jind j«t that lio iwvor knew or heaiA of a ineniorial, pointing oni ihi- 
iicceviity of a navy on Lake Eric. Mr. tVesident it is a fuel honJly 
t« b« crvdiled, that the copy of the meinurial of the Sth of March, 181?, 
tVom whlcS I made tliat copy wJiich I hai-e just read to the eourt, in 
certified as a true copy from the files oftlie war office by the t>ery gm- 
rlemun who writes me the letter of the tttb PehniaTy. Let tiie quote 
from ilie memorial of the 6ih March, or ratJier Inm the copy certided 
as I have mentioned above, u passage which ii in the fbllowiri^ words 
" If air, <n uannot command the ocean, we can command the Inland 
lakes ofoUf country. I have always been of tlie opinion that we ought to 
have built as Oiany armed vessels on ilie lakes as would have commanded 
iliem, We have more intered in tliem itiaii tlic British nation, and. caa 
huild vessels with more conrcnicnoc. If, bowtrcr, llttre is no intention •' 
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I'ae kind, thai comniUiticatian must be abandoned until ve t»ke paMeuicia 
of Ihe CanMiig." 

Wlien Ihcvriter of Ibc letter had ccrtiBfd « copy of this memorUI but 
1 few days ago — how could he B»f, lh»t lie never knew or heard of « me- 
morial, pointinK out the necessity of a iwry on Lake Erie ^ 

1 will not preiunii?. »ir, that the writer of the letter intendi »n equivoque, 
and deiigiu that his meaning shsll turn upon the use of the word nectitit^, 
'I'his I tbmk would not be coniistcnt with the aolemnily of the oceanion on 
which hia letter ia wriiten— nor sir, would it serve hisi — because it U 
impossible to read my memoir of the 6tli of March, without perceiririE that 
I do from the beginning to the end, point out Ihe necessity of a navy, 
in every (cnae in which tlw word neccsaiiy cut be applied on aueh a subject. 
t am very fur i>ir, from meaning to inntnuate in ilie ulmott Argrtc that the 
letter from the clerk or tlie war dcp^rimeni conuina any intention of 
fnisrepFCscnlation. ilis character tnd station pntecta htm from such • 
suspicion, and as the memorial which provca the inooDiistcncy of tlie 
letter, has been furnished, the declaration in the letter, eould not hare 
been made with any sinister design-— and i have only trespaswd on the 
patience of the court, with these observationa on Ihis aubject, (o shew 
tliat at Ihe memorial of tlie 6th of March, 1813, has been so entireh 
forgotten at the war-office, the certificate from tlicncc that a meaorw 
pomting out the necessity of a ngsy on Lake Erie, was never read of 
heard of, there U no Gorl of evidence that Another sticb may not liavr. 
existed as well u that of the 6th of March. 

The certificate from llic navy department lias been read — it will appeat 
ia tlie minuie»— anil Ishall trouble tlie court wjtii no remarks upon it. 

In respect to this memorial, I can now only rest upon my own deelara- 
iJonSr which I thii^ when I am in tins manner deprived of the benefit of 
Ihe paper, lain authorited toioake. It didcontaina representation in the 
most explicit and stronpal terms, of the necessity of our having a naval 
force superior to tlie enemy on the lakes, and that williout it, and unlesi 
the army I was to command was strengthened by additiuns to its numbers. 
and tudcM it were followed by dctachmcnta to keep open the communica- 
tioa, and in&urc its iiupplies from Ohio, and unless it was supported by co- 
<iperations in other quarters, my army coiild not be able to mVintain itself 
at Detroit, much Ics5 carry on ofiensirc operations in the enemy's country. 

Tlial such were the views and sentiments of the government as lo my 
expedition, as well as niy own, atkd that 1 was not eipccled to do more 
iliwi. protect Detroit and that quarter, and lo keep In awe Ihe Indians, 
will Airtlier appear from the facts and documents to wbicli I shall now 



Cpoii litis subject, I beg to turn the attention of tlie court to the lesti- 
.nony of General Porter, It will prove not only liow prcis'mg I tvaa on the 

bjwt of a naval fiMxe with the Serrclaries, but with ih« President bim' 

-tslf- TliG deposition of Captain Charles Stcwatd of the navy, sta1«t, that 

n iniervieti- ho had ti-ith the Scer«lar>' "f ttic Knvy, in the be^'onlng of 
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April, 101:^, the SureUry Inrorroed him. "tliat it wis cmuoinputca Ka 
^vebimthecammtmion the Lakes — thnt a nnva] Ibrce tuptrlor la tlie 
BritUh on the Lulics, hkd been ■tronslj' lU^d byGenenJ IliUl, attiuntial, 
and u a certain meiauaf ensuring; to tlie army succeas, 

I beg the court lo notice Uial it is iicre stated, that I had xrva^ urged 
ttiattbecomniandof tbi:Lik«s vm eiiimiial \.o iiscctis. 

The flrit letter wliich I received from the SecretHrjr of War after my ap. 
pointmont. and tthich ia dated the Sth of April, I8IJ. describes the force 
which was to be under my command i the description of ilaelf I preBumo 
must preclude an idc4 that it could have been btenJed far inviaioit or con~ 
quest i botitouhjecls are exp:'essed in this letter. 1 am directed ai the 
comoinndeFtif that force, to "adopt sueli mcasiires with the ehicfaof tlie 
BCTenl tribw of Indians, as might, in my judgment, appear lo be best ca!- 
^alatcd to secure the peace ofthe country.'* 

In the first letter which I received from the war department, dated the 
IStb of June, and which m'sb delivered to me on tlie ^6th of the lamc 
month — I am directed to pursue my march to Detroit with all pKsaihleex- 
|icdiUon) and the second letter. &om the Secretary at War ul' the ibulc 
■tate, which annnunccd to me the war, gives me Uie iame poaallive com- 
4liuid t« pmceeil ta that post. If the army I commanded, had been deem. 
1M competent lo carry on offfnaivc opera tions against the enemy, without 
any assistance or lajiport, my orders would certainly have bi-cn of a differ- 
i-ni niiure. II woultl have been Icil to my discretion to pursue such mi^u- 
iiun.'3. aa I miglithaie judged most efficacious. With an army competent 
-ti) malce an Invasion, Ui;tniit would not luvd beep the point from which it 
should have been made. 

A statiim opposite to Amherslberg, would have bec|i an many nccountt 
a preferable position i but Detroit was tlic proper aituation f"r tlioarmy, 
/or the pur|)ose of protecting the trrrltory andinhabilantsof Michigan, and 
nf keeping ii awe Ihe Indian (rihes. 

I beg thai it may be observed, tliiit 1 do not pretend that It was not enn- 
templatod, t}iat ilic army t commanded when I was appointed to it, mi^it, 
be employed in offcnsrve operations agriinst tlic British in tlie ei-eW of a 
war; but I itn endeavouring lo shew, and I tniat ahall satisfy Uiq court, 
that neither myself or the officers of the gnveriinient, ever auppoced it 
would be eompetent to act as jui offensive amy, unless it was assisied and 
supported J or unless as was iuppoBcd mij-lil be the case, audi a rfr/Vriien 
•f the inhabitants nf l^uiaifa to the government, and a inuon of the Indians 
with us, should Happen on iJie appearance of luy army, as wuuUI in ■ grenf 
measure ilestroy the enemy's means of rcfistancc. 

The ncjl lelti r ( received from ll>e Secretary at aar. is dated Uie 34tli 
of June, 1812. This letter informs me, thai I am autlioriied to eommenr-i: 
offeimivc opErations, this would not have htzn the langnsge ndiln-tscd Ir, 
^ upon this occasion, if the govcrmncnt had supposed I luul a force suKr 
cicnt lo commence such operations, tn that case, I aliould have received a 
Eommaod instead uf on authority. In this letter, the Secretary adverts fn 




a\y UkingpoescSsioiKil' Maltlen: butnolas irhcuupposcil I IimIiIic pouer 
of doinj^ il. Ixm not to nuke Uic allcmpt, unlf us tlie tbrce under my com- 
mand, should be eqaal to the enterprise ; nor unlew 1 emild do It cuniitl- 
entlyu-ith the safety of mj- own posts. 

which it is Iboughl neCMSory to eommunicnle lo me by thU 
Idler, to be limited in my lusnranceB of protection to the Cimiiiliins, aiid 
inieys me that an adcqnutt force cannot be relied upon 
for the reduelioD of llic enemy's po^ts below, is evidence lint my army was 
not thouglit sufficient to maintiin itself in the enemy's country without as- 
sistance and Eo-operation> 

Jnmyletler tothcSecretiuy at war oFthe9thof July, 1812— which is In 
answer to that 1 have last menlioncd, in whiph I am told ttiailam uultior- 
ii^ed to commence offensive operations, I cxpreised in the most explicit 
terms my opinion of the ina<le(iuacy of my farce to the only oHunsii'e ope- 
ration which could be undertaken from that quarter — My words are — "The 
British commanil the water and the savages — 1 do not think the force here 
c<]ital to the reduction of Amhcrstber^ — you must not therefore he too 
sjuiHiiioe." 1 beg the Court to remark that this letter was written Imne- 
dlatcly after my arrival at Detroit, and a few days before I parsed into 
Canada — of course before 1 had any knowledge of the fall of Michilimacki' 
Mm — an event which had so decisive an inHuencc on my subsequent 
operations. 

On the lOlh of July I wrote two letters to the Secretary at war. both on 
the subject of piiiriaions for the army — 1 mentioneil lo him in the first that 
tlie contractor could not flimlsh the supplies on account of the lakes being- 
closed against tu by the Britilib naval tore. — In the second letter, I reit. 
crate ibe game Inftrmation, and aUo inlbrm the Secretary that 1 have madr 
a new contract for provisions, which as tltey cannot be transported on ilie 
Ii1ce> must be carrieil on horses frtjm Ohio through the wilderness. Mf 
Idler concludes with these words ^ "The communication mutt be i>ecured, 
or thii army will be without proviaions. Troops will be absolutely neces- 
sary un the road to protect llie provisions. This must not be neglected. 
iTil is, tjiis army will perish by hunjirer." 

Tlw receipt of thcte letters is nclinowlctlged by the Secretary at war in 
hii letter to me of the 26lh of July, ISIS. To this letter &am the war de- 
partment I wish particularly to direct the attention of the CourL It sbewH 
that the Gorcrnmeiit well unilerslood the sittulion of my army, and how'' 
much it stood bt need of assistance and support. 

By this Idler I am infurmcd, thai Governor Hc'tgt has been directed tu 
fumisli troops lo guard the road and insure the Iraoiportation ofproviiiunB, 
that General Winclicslcr hai) been onlered to rcinfi>rcc me wiUi fifteen bun- 
dred men— that a force was coUecttni; at Ningara — lint the vummander 
chiefwnutd be apprised of my situation, ind diticcted to lake m 
afford mv the necessary support. 

tl i% not my Inlention tt this moment to shew tliat none of the dtpecta- 
tions'fchich tliia letter authoriied, were ever realised. I now refer lo ii 
enly as I havj mentioned 10 pr-ve ihM ihc oScert- of the cxccuiiYc govcr 
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ir of thcl9iii of July, Are tJie foUowinc 



aeni inu»t have con^ldtred my .-irmj', sitiuud u it was, laconpitent u 
carry on oriuelf ciTifctual openlJoiia a^iiuit the enonjr. 
bi ID} lellerla LheSccn 

"Kjouh»venol»lbree»lNi»gaM,tlic whale KiTCe of the Province will 
licdirecu*! against Uiis «Finy." It is all importaat tlul King^rK ihould he 
iDVctted— ill auf success will de[iFiul on it. 

There la> been rcid by the Judge Adiocato > letter frnm the Secr«t«iy 
at wir le me, dated Uie lit of August, This letter I never received. It 
howevi^r slicwa no less on tlint account how necessary it waa thouglit tlut u 
dreiKion tliottU be Blade in f^ivor ofihc army I commiindtd. I thcrcfbri ei - 
tnirt from il tbe following paragraph. 

" On tlic 36t]i July your letters of tlie 7(h and tOlh were incloied ti. 
Cencral DeaAom, with a copy of mine to you of the 36lh, accompanied witli 
a request that lie would make a decision in your favour 1'be General 
must have received Ihia letter at Albany. By the mail of this evening 
your*9oftliv39lli is inclosed to him, with an inaCmctlon to makeadivcruoii 
at Niagan and Kingston as soon aa pTacticaUo." 

1.1 unotbirr letter from tlie Secretary of war oTtbe Ist of \ugust, l\c ac 
knumlcdges the receipt of my procbjnation lo the Canadiana, 1 now refci' 
to that prvclitination merely lo dipi;ct tlic iittcntionof the Court to tlist part 
in whicli I aay " tint the force I cinimanded was but the vanguard of ■ madi 
greater"— I do ihia lo ahew the coiiliJcnce t then had tlut the CDr[ii t miD- 
isaiulcd wai to be reinforced and supplicd- 

Ou llie 30tli uf Auj[Usi llie Srcret«ry of wtn addressed a letter to me 
vhich I did not receive — but from trhich I Jierc quote a pani^pli ki fitcv. 
how iicceiaary lie tluiugbt cooperation wu for my support— The paragmpli 
bin ilie folio wing words — "Orden liave been (ftvcn to GcitenI Pevbomt't 
allack the enemy's potts at Niusara and Kinj^tuii as toon •» may be ptK- 
ticablc Our force nt NiaKaro. according to C-encral Dcarbom'a occuonl. 
will araouni to iH'cni>-fuiu- hundred — and he will notify you of such moic. 
meola and operationa us he may order," 

Il is from theH- dnciimetits which luve nil been inlraduced by tlie Judfi' 
Advocate, iliut I pi'ove ivliat I have undertook Co do— tliot when 1 took corn- 
mimdof die north weitttrn nimy, it was understood by llie Adminialration, 
aa Well as by myself, iliat in the event of a wu with Great tritsiii, my foreb 
woa ts be augm'titi'd— thut my communicatiun with the Htalc of Ohio Waa 
to be prescncd by troops from that qnarler— that tlie Lnkfi were lo be 
oommanded by uir— and iliat my operations were lo be fKilil4l«d by 4ivis- 
tonaonihclt'untiers below me. 

The Court wUl hereafter pcrreivc what aii important influence a disaj> 
pobitmont in all these particulars had on the events under conaldemtion, 
and will not tlicrt^re 1 hope lliiuk I have uscIcmI; trespassed on thcii' 
time by detaining' llicni no long on this part of tlie subject. 

I cannot, however, omit one farther remark. I would ask thu Court it 
■nbse(]nciit tvenls do not exclude a supposition that the At] ministration dill 
expect llmtmv army was in all i;ventsto be ofitselfadequntel*) tlic invaiion 
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(nJ cunqUMl of the COctny'» Co antiy— unless it be admilted Uut tlierc ivv 
' ignoTunte dT «~luit was necessary to aCcotDpUsh tlicie object*— for 
we hate (ince Ken Oeneral HBrriaoD with an >r<ny more tlian T]uuilniple l<> 
tint which 1 Ud, for more thin it year threiiti'«jng the cnein/ on llip game 
point where he v/as invadeil by my army— and though ten thousand troops 
: en-operat'ing with him on the points where 1 h»d been led to expect 
co-opcr«tion— yet he had not dared to set his foot on tlie eiicmjr'i shore 'till 
"ftcr our glorioui navil »ictory on l&ke Rrie— and wa« then obliged to eon- 
tnnt himaeir with t!ie po39es»ioa of no greater territory tlmit bis trogpw 

I must entreat the Court before I procceil to the consideration of other 
matlen ts indulge mc with the repetition of a remark which is so neceiiary 
'or the undcnianding the subicqueni parts of my defence, that I am anxious 
to impress it on their minds. It is ihat though aa I have said, and I trust F 
have proTcd it wu undenlood both by the AdmitTutration and by tnyselt, 
that the force which I commanded would not Ln all events incMC of war be 
rompelent to the invuion and conquest of Canada— yet both the officers oC 
the Exeoutive Government and myself did contemplate tliat in certain events 
I might with the army which I led mbdue the enemy's posts in the Upper 
Canada — It «u contemplated and believed that there would be a very 
^neral de^tion of the Inhabitants of that Province — and that many of 
Ihcm would arrange themselves nnJcp the American 5tandard~iind il W»» 
■bo contemplated and believed that it wntild be possible for mc to draw 
irom them the aid of the Savages. 

Whi^n I landed in Canada, and previoualy to the fall of Michilimackinac, 
iJiere w-iievery reason to believe llutlheaeexpcctations would b« teoliied- 
Until that event took place, ofwhioh the enemy had notice abont the 3nd of 
August, I bad those sanguine hopes of anece«s which 1 had expressed in my 
proclamation and In my communications with the war nf)ice~But after dut 
misfortune, the scene was entirely chaoi^di from tlul moment I sawitiai 
although it WIS possible that I might obtain temporary advanta^'s— yet that 
ibey would eventuate in the grcHicst disasters, unless I was aided and sup 
ported from other quarters, 

Tlwis gentleineti I have endeavoured to shew jou that I toofctliecoitmuuul 
(utder the expectation tlial in the event of a war. the operations of my armr 
notddbeassisted by a competent force upon tlic I^kca — by detochmenls toi 
keep clear the communication which I had opened tlirou^li the n-ildemea«— 
andby iheco-opo-ation, or at least auch a demonstration of force iig^n«L 
other jnrta of tlie enemy's tcrritorici, ai would prevent his directing til his 
enei^a to (he point where t might meet him— But it unfortunately tuLp- 
pened that none of tliese expectations were falfilled. 

'nie effects of these disappoinunenu wilt afterwards be conBidei«l. 

The Court then adjourned to meet to morrow mominji at eleven o'clock, 

tftibittday morning, Marcti IGfA, 1814. 

The Court met pursuant to adjourriment— present all the members;. 
General Hull apneanid in Cntirtt C»i»t- H. V Hull'* alEdavil rend bi 
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Gclii-ral IJull Um'n Jlrocedcil tn rcail li'm lielbn':!', ii> lullua^ 

1 now anump my il«ul>c4i4on of die idmtoms whicli furm ilic mutt prom ' 

incnt ftBlilrca m my aCCUiUkin i ttinl Istn •«]■ tlie Jelry al .famMfh, lA< 
fWrnil /ivn thtnet, ami tik nimrnifrr oi Beirnil. 

It i« nccG99U7 fhr me la explmn tlic rlevt uul In(«(iliuna 1 ItuI, when I 
.lidilctl la the iroponunitit* of my officers uid eraaicii lo tlic uDemf'n 
couniiy 

It must be reooUcctol tliat ibe onlen I rcrccivcd in Uic letter of tlic 18Ui 
•f June, which announced the wu-, dircctuil mc to proceed to iJclroit nnil 
Mnw to wiiii for further ordcvs. 

Finding that an impatience to tross, tind been excited in the arm;, wliicli 
*■»» likely tolM<«tr«mel)' ii^urious to my autliirrity HiiithedUciptinc of 
the troops, fjullcd a council of war, luid Uid bdurc tlie atdeer; llic orders 
by wliicbtfras thcTfADrinif, and asked iliciradviue, mi to the cxpcditiicy of 
crossing. The coimcil, noi»iilislandi(iK myotJcra «erc of ojiinioii tliat t 
nuglil to cross. I did not feci myiclf at liberty lu follow thtir advice, and 
determined not to do bo. 

But on the snme day 1 rccrivcd l!ic Secretary of war's lellcr of llic 21Ui 
of June, in wliIchlieiinys--"Sboiitd tlic force under your command, be cijual 
10 tile enterprise, and eoniiiitent with the r^utety ofyour own poilK, you will 
'aSx poiscision ofMiJdcn, and cxtond your conqiieau an circunuiUincc* 
'*nayju»tify." 

I did not think the force under my eommond equal to the conqucsl of 
^bld«i, nw did [ think Ihnt with such u /rtij-ifc y Kne nTnmmumcatieit *.> 
>t wt« requisite for uic to keep iipeit, I ought to uiakc the attempt. My 
fetlci to Ibe Secrciary at war dated on tliis smne 9lh of July, whieti I lia\-e 
alroady quoted, cvlirei-scs this opitiion of the inompcivncy of my force, 
jji lacmt (Ml IB be mitiirukratiiaiL Yet at toon at I lud rceei>»d iJiis latt 
mentioned tetter from the Secretary, 1 detcrmint'd to Ink* peat, in ihr eiie- 
ro/aco.ititry— My rcnnonafor this dcteimiiiution were thull hoped therdij 
10 satisfy tlie ilhpaticncc of my oflicuri;, atid preserve the oonfidcnoe of my 
army, which, elprcsiiiins ofdiscootcnv uen; Lkcly to impair— i hIioiiUI 
command the rtreighti, and thereby prevent the enemy from itrndiiiK '"■c* 
i:ours tn tlieir itonhem posts, or carrjlnf on the important tra^of tlicii' 
nanh western Company. I knew that it would have a great t-flcct Upmt 
'he liuIiAiu, ii> show ihem the Amtiricaii fla^, flying- on botli slioicsf W>>l t 
iioped,by eitublishing myself i>t Sumlwich, to facilitate and bicieuelb* 
Jcbtion to llic Britlib Standard, tvliich kid manifEstcd itself umong UiiS 
iiili0iUmts and militia, and their Imtimi allies. My ciews in taking; pu^t in 
' tbe ^oemy's Ter-i'itory. are exptc*se(l in my lellcrs to tbe Secretary of War 
Sir.my letter of the 9th of July, I had as I have above mentioned totd biin 
t llLOilfbt my force incompetent loallack M-ldrn. Inmylclleroftlie IJlJi. 
wrlitenfromSaiidwieb, Isay " Icon^ideclliepotsesiionofthisbuJEisliiffbly 
important— by erecting one or two flatteiius. uppo^le tlic Batteries M De- 
troit, the river will be completely commanded. In the tewof Ibe army on 
iIr- Vnroit riwr. iMkt fi. Cluir. and Hu ri-uer In /"rnieA, «a poimlou. ami 
valuable put of the province. Uialikcwisc probable, when the Indian* bc<- 
-.lie Amcrlciin ^taiidnrd on both ^ides ilie ri'cr, it Winimve a r*\«dr>bl>: 
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1 iiiienJed, nerwUieleMi without tnas of time, to^raiiki: pwparitioM fv) 
puniiig ill a Suw ofBCTTiM, my field Ariiile[y. for w muck on Mnliltn , 
Bnd H-htaevor tliat shnuld be rcaily, uid t >tiouUt,find thai Uic enemy's fur«c 
wii mo»l likely lo be furtlier weakened by dwicrliuni, ) would make Uie 
attack, if I liail a proipect of co-opemtions and iuppnH from bclo*— with- 
out whicii I HiougUl, Mid 1 Mt-ut recent cvcdt* ■fill provo tli.ii I tliougtt 
eorrecOy, 1 could ncilticr preserve my owilpoal» on our aide of the ri»er, 
or thit which the encniy Uma poBsewcd, if I diould be » forlunsle »> W 

My offiMM, however, were not less impo)ttun«le for liKWceding imme- 
dinlely »gninal Mnldtn, thin they had been f\cxtiti the ri»er- I felt my- 
compflled to yitlJ to their Importunity, '^nd bud appointed * diy far 
the attack. But iiefore that day arrived, I l>«i^*d intelligence that dfl- 
lermiiied me to poalptjnc ilie enlcrpriie and to rccross to Detroit. 

As preliminary to luy vindication of Ihene mcaiurea, it i> important to 
^niisidar *liat oumcricsl ftiree I conid eomauind when I oroHScd into 
Cunada, it'B nature, am! the probable force and strengtli of llie enemy. 

In cicry slag* of ilii» trial, I iiavc felt as a great tniBforlune, ibe want 
nf Ibnt dociini^iitoi'y evidence, wbich niigbt be eijiected from me. This 
1:9 from Ihe loas of Che Picket which anikd from the Miami— and from 
(he Tfiore recent lata of all my baggoffc, and most of my papers. When I 
left Oelmit iL^riunier. I left, my baggage wiUr jny daugbter Mre. tllck- 
I, to be carried to my hausd by licr. She soon after embarked m Ihc 
enemy's brig Adama for fori Brit^. On her arrival llicro, abc was per- 
mitted to ^ to BaRabe, leaving her own and my bagagg« <m board the 
brig. The -ante m^^^ tbe brig waa taken by Commodore Clliot, re- 
taken by the ttlfmy and biiml, iviih all mv baj-gafte on board. Thia 

(1 of my dociUAwUi, has lef\ the witnessui uhu (estiiied aguiiiut me, to 
speak on many tmi^oriant poinU, fnini eitjaatlon and conjecture — and 
Ibcy seem to have availed themselves of the liberty, so u always to make 
Lr cstimatn such an would b« most against mc— I shall myself be 
obligedoflcn to speak of numbers fiom conjecture and estimate — but when 
I lb «(^ Iihjll cnJc.iVBur to present to the court the data on which mj 
estimates were founded- 

Sttjtii Jccuip, the Brigvde Majorj says, that we morcd into Canada 
Willi sixte<?n or cifrhleen buiulrcd men— miw neither the Michigan Legion, 
r the Michigan miliUa crossed with tlie army into Canada, and besides, 
, Ihcre trtre, u the court w(ll recollect has been testified by several of iBe 
witnesses, a portion of tiie Ohio culuntevrs who rafuacd to cross, lliis 
niimlwr was about 180. ilajor Je«tup fiirtlicr testifies, '• That some 

le early m Aug^iiit, n few days previous to leaving Catiada, he vm call- 

mln a council of war to explain a report of bripdc, and that tlicrcwerc 

n e;ffl.wen hundred etfective men in Canada ami at n<tr<ai- The 

Rficbipu LryioH were iijclude<l in llie IBM. but the JlicUigan militia, 

-No* if there were but 1800 belonf inj to the brigade at this time, in- 
thidin^ Ml thai were .iilier with me in Canad., or »t Detroit, and inelud. 



I could : 



i bnndrcd hii-e crostedwitlinic. 



lilg lite Legion, bow c 

Ai ttic time tlial thiReprft of M»jur JcEsiipN wu made, wc bad lost bu' 
Jc* of tlie tnxipa tiut bad croascil, and frDin tUe jimount which he giyn o( 
the Whole fanxa aI that time, to Kscnrtain what K'ua ibr iiunibcr ihat 
crusu'd, muft Ik; daluclcd tlie Miclijgui Lrgion and ilie Ohio vuluntcrr^ 
that Kfuicd to pasa cite river. Tlii^ will Irnvc in ■ntount iniicli short of 
tlie sixteen or cigbtecn hitnJrGd, witli ivliich Major Jeisup awyi he ptss'- 
cd into Cimada, 

Tile court will remember Ihil l>v a muater-r6ll ind return, ituJc at fort 
Find1}-ontIic^6i!> - '■ '■■■■- ■■■<■->■. )-^t K-eii e^lntijtnd bv the Judge Advo- 
cate, the whole I. ' ,1 \mlvr my rommuid, amoiinlcd i» 
1,950. I was '/;■: ii.tnls at M'Arlhur'i bWk house, it 
fort Fiu.lly wirl ,i : . ; . xv^rc nbout forty iiiYiilidB liiken iii 
tlie yc5acl Uiat i^uk-.I fi'.,rii the Mliiiil I left some sicfe at the rivcp Hai- 
itlii, and Ihe wlmle force with which I iirrlvcd nt Detroit, lam con»inrcd, 
did not exceed T500 mcii — and I nni ennfiijerrt, that the force wltJi vliich I 
pasted into CtAsila, did not exceed roiirlewi htitidrcd. Wliat |)ro|iortinD of 
the militia n-hieh I li^'d wiUi dig nt 8;indwich wwild have been effective to 
lexl agaimt tlic enemy, the cuiirt tniy judgf from general expcrieiKC- 

Mijor Van llom bnj Icaiilied thai when iletachmcnLi wtic ordered, it 
uas always fmind Ihat not more Ibiui iwu thinW of the command ordered 
cuuld be mai'clied. ) do tfil believe th.it at nnf time I could h;>vc led 1300 
irtectlve mt'u ansInKi Maiden, of these iheru was on!; Col. Miller's rcginiMit 
of Ic5i than three hiimlrod, that lud seen any service — llic rest were S!i- 
Illia. who tlioiiifli, they were very afilent aiiit patriotic in their cipreinions, 
liadhadnoexperji;nce, uiidiiettiiermcn or olRcers bad cvar been tried. It la 
nut cstraovdinarj- thai t sliouriT have ftlt somL; want of iioalUence in ihi^sc 
raw-troops for such a conteal as ie muit have ^xpf'Ct^d before Maiden, 
ivhcn it appears by the leatimoiiy of Col. Miller, tlisi their own officers 
were not willinR to be respnii»*lL- for Ihcir firmness in un suratilt- Col, 
Milter atatcs Ihat in r council in which the propriety of altackin); Ma!- 
tlen waa discinscd, al which Gen. M'Artlmr, Hen. Cuss and Col. Findlj 
"■ere present, " Gen. Hull said, if we would aftiwcr for our men, be wonli! 
lead tis It) Maldin. I told hiiti I would answer far the men T cummandcd, 
hut llic others said they would not be rcsponRililc for their men, but be- 
lieved lliey would behave well." 

I know sir, tlia<, it n>ay be snid Ihnt my proclamation to ibe Canadiann 
and my letters to the accretarj at war, hold a diflcrent Imigtiage. That 
■n tliesc I bpenk with conlMence of attackini; Maiden, nnd of ibe excel- 
lence and sufficiency of my force. And I presume llic spccificalionj refer 
111 my procbiTnatlon and to these letters, when they allegi; lliat I had dc- 
ilftTcd Mid avowed my intention of altackinf: awl subduing- Maiden. I 
cannot conceive lliat these declarations could prorc mc pliUy. if my mca- 
"iirci wiUiotit Ihcm, would not ttavr been lo I do not see that they can in 
-niy way be made Uic test of the propriety or impropriety of the course 1 
purwied, It would be hard indeed, if evu7 gviicral were to bo judged 
tvimlnal, who did not acomplitlmfl the imcnl!<tii= Tic i»»* have »towc<'. 
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tliil VouldMl Fule^ wlilch I prcsunxr, there uv matis gfJ""i' would mi 
consent (a establish. If it weri? aUoptni, nn cbuige or c'lrcuniiUiirci 
tvould justify the relinquishment of a design once forrncd. 

1 think, when il is considered unJer wliat circiinirt»nces my proclsmation 
\v»B published, it will not be lllouybi juat ti> idduce il ks evl.kncc ogainit 
me on tliis occasion. I was then in wi enemy's cimnlry, the Inbabiianis of 
\»hjcU were sufficient, indcpcndrni of bis rL'gitiar forro, tt'b.icb wn. establiali- 
ed near me, and of his Indian silica, to overwhelm the tirmy I commandrd. 
I bad no prospect of even niuinUin^ng mywlf, miich les* of making con- 
i}ucsta, unless I could induce a great portion <if tlioae inliabltants to for- 
sake his Btandard. It was incumbent on mc to tiiic all means to deprive 
him of aid froip the sMnjye iribea. I knew thai tlicw two ob^ecU could 
only b« eflccted by representing mj^tclf at having tlie utmost confidence 
in Ihc force I cominandeil, and <hat il was able to overumc M opposition. 
With these views I published the prychuoation. And rmlci'd the force I 
conrniioded tvould hai-e been n^iial to all I reprrrsenled, had the same 
spirit of detertion and defection continued, which bad manifested iiacJf ii> 
Ilie enemy's country, when we first invaded Canada. 

Hut unforoiriately before ue retreated, all calculati»ns founded on this 
baais had failed. 

^In niy lelientlo tlie war deparlincnt, dovn lo tJie ^ latter end of July, I 
apeak with eonfldenoc of attacking KlaJdcn whenever tbe field artillery >ha]| 
be prepared. Rui I be{,' the eonrt to recoiled, Ibnt lliia confidence wis 
grounded upon the expcctaliun that [ tlicn oivrtaincd, that the enemy 
would be weakened by lie desertun of his militia, and die abandonment 
of the Indians. In all my letters which speak of the intended attack, I 
mention also lUc ^ly desertions from tlic enemy's standard. That 1 did 
not roly on tJie competency of my own force, until the enemy's should be 
Tsduccd, must appear from my letter of the 9lh of July, to which I have 
more tlian once referred. 

About tin; first of August, we received the aceoont of the fall ofMichil- 
Imickinac. On the fourth I wrote a letter to the secictar]- from uliicli 
the ibUowingare'eatxueU: 

<• At the lime the army under my command took possession of this part 
of the province of Upper Canada, every thing appeared favourable, and all 
ttic operations of the army have been successful. Circmslanccs have 
kincc occurred which seem materially to chan^ nur Allure prospects. 
I'he unexpected sun^mder of Michilimacklnac, and the lardy operationt 
of the army al Niagara, are the circumstances to which J allude. 1 have 
every reason to expect, in a Tery short time a large b'jdy of savsfrcs from 
ihc Kortb, whose operations will be directed ajtaintt Ihc army."' 

After these observatioos I do not believe that the court will iJiink that 

H is to be justly inferred, either firoin my procbimation, or IVunimylclleri, 

ihat I considered my force tmdcr any cireuaiatnnecs which existed before 

v.<i left Canada competent to the reduction of Maiden 

The force of ilic tiwmj-, Ijcui I'orbiali (taifs M'lis towarila ibc latl •' 
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3uly about iKl k^uUh. and SA) militia. Tbe ftidiin force c<kiU nevce 
be luwerUined irith »ny precision— it coalil rat late iKcn leas ilian mar a 
tliouiuid. ! iJwi]r> roppOsed the tnemy's fsroc greitrr than tbii infoT> 
nUt'Cii' luikes it. But wfattcrer may liarc been the forci: of the enemy, it 
inmi have btcn cstiinaird js t'crj* conBiilBablc bjf wjme of my oBiixn as 
well us myself. The court Kill tm.. licet, lh»t when t mide llic dcUcli- 
inent under Col, Van Horn to ili< river Bnbin, and Cob. Cats and M' Ar- 
thur reroonBir.itcd villi me aj^aliut the sufAcicncy of ihit force, iliey cacli 
(pi'iI'M-.Ti v.itti Jiis rTjpmrnt. If the mciiiy had 
: il>k III Uicm, they cotild never have 
I'liTTient as *ii himdtcd men, on k 
,1. expected tti mcclasmall part of 
■ "tlicr t^'Idencc of his opinion of tlie 
I'or when I piopniied to leaic liim with his regl' 
mcnt on the Canada shore, he charged mc With having an iniealiun la 
saerifwe htm, by leaving liiiA witli «ucb a toKc &t that post, although he 
would liiive been io ui intivnctled camp, uidi inilkry, uhere lie would 
liiive bud also some pralectiun frum the guni at Xtotroi^ and would be hi 
reach of instant support from ihcnce. ' 

The fort Bl Maiden I was well acquainted with. In time of peace 1 Imd 
«ftcn becB in ic I kneiir' that it' Waa cipuble of hciTig- made a |ilace of 
Htrcngth, wid that in contcniiiliLtlari'crH war, Uic Briti^b'fbi some time, 
had been usiny grcnt exertions to pot it in 'd" hft pnaiihlc state at dt, 
Jence. I knew for near twenty years i '' ' ' "' ■ ■ " ' ' i,immoluIed. and 
about an himdred rcfrol*!" troops h.id r ■■ ncd in it, and 

that there always had been a rtgulai- III n attaclictl to 

the command. The guealion was. ivli i liuJ under my 

command, so few of wliom had M"er bccti 1 1 ic il, I wi.? in utlem{>t to carry 
ihi» fortrcBi with the bayonet? For myself pariicularly, when (consider- 
cd what would have been the conacqiicnccs ot un unsueccssful attcmjit, I 
bad a strung convlcliott tliftt it would be wrong' to inalw the ctfort, until 
vc could have the advantn^ of heavy artilter}'. But tindiiljf that many of 
my officers who lisd seen no service, were impatient at dcluy, and were 
destroying my influence with the army, and its discipline, by ilkcir 
complaints and censures — foi- their satisfaction, and not lor iny e»n, nor 
for my a-xn jiitilficatlm, two days af\cr 1 crossed, that is, on the 14lh of 
July, I called a eouncll of war, in which it was decided Ihai no attempt 
ought to be made on Maiden, willioiit the heavy artillery. My utmost 
(Exertions 'ucre Ibeii used to get m readinesi the til's twunly-rour poundern 
iind two hon it .:ers which were at DetroiL Carriages were to be tniidc fur 
Uiem enliroly new. Though a delay in these preparation* is one nf the 
charges made against me, not a witness has attempted to siijiporl it In- 
deed, gentlemen, t dare appeal to every officer who waa with mi-, and 
who is Milling to speak the truth, whether I did not use all poisiblo 
cans, and make sU personal exertion to accomplish as speedily as posai- 
B tbia desirable object, I several times crossed the river my«elf, to iii- 
«t ami hapten tin; urUficcis. 1 ordwtrd plwik to be taken oTmy ifl 
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/lOUSC to famlsli ^ ncccsMuy part of the materials for the £^in carriage, 
c?upt. UulUba in his second examination states, that he received an order 
fo prepare tlie heavy aKillery, after tlie army had crossed to Canadap— he 
thinks it was on the 15th or 16th of July. My recollection is that tho 
order was give on the 14th, that is, tlie day after we crossed, and on tho 
very day that the council of war advised that the attack should not be 
4nade without the hcuxj cannon. From that time it is not pretended there 
ITM any delay in preparing them for service, and could not have been, with- 
out tlic fault of the officer who was trusted witli the service. Until we 
crossed to Sandwich, the artificers were employed, as appears by the testi- 
mony of the same witness, in mounting the guns of fort Detroit I beg the 
court also to notice the testimony of Col. Miller on this point He says ho 
Faw no want of exertion in pceparing the artillery. The necessary field 
artillery was not prepared until the Tth of August. Two days previ- 
ous to tliis I had called another council. The members determined it 
would be adviseable to wait two days for tlie artillei}', and if it was not 
then ready tlie attack ought to be made without it. I did not concur in 
this opinion. Indeed, the opinion of the officers in this and the former 
council, appeared to me inconsistent. For if, according to the decided 
opinion of the first council, it was tlien improper to make the attack with- 
out heavy ordnance, why was it not as necessar}*, when tlie last men- 
tioned council sat ? And if it were proper to wait two days for the artil- 
leiy, according to tlie opinion of the last council, why was it not proper 
to wait longer ? It may be said that between the first and second council^ 
the enemy's force had diminislied by desertion. No doubt it had aa to 
numbers— great part of the militia had left them, and many of their Indian 
allies, but the fort of Maiden retained all its strength, and there was no 
doubt but that their regular force (of which not an individual had desert- 
ed) and their remaining militia, was sufficient to man it. Indeed, rein-' 
forcements had arrived from fort George, botli in the brig Hunter and one 
other vessel. At this council I found that nothing would satisfy my offi- 
cers or the army, but a movement towards the enemy. 1 felt myself oblig- 
ed to yield to tlie advice of the council, and did, as Gen. Cass lias testifiedi^ 
declared that I would lead the army against Maiden, as soon as the heavy 
artillery sliould be completed. 

My opinion was tliat an attempt on Maiden should never be made until 
there was an absolute certainty of success. This opinion was founded not 
only on considerations, which I shall hereafler mention, but upon the order 
I had received from the war department in the Secretary's letter of the 24th 
of June, which I have so often quoted-<ind by which I was directed not 
to attack Maiden, unless I judged my force was equal to the enterprise, 
nor unless I could do it consistently with the safety of my own posts. I 
thought by delay, 1 was ever}' day strengthening tlie probability of success 
)Ti the enterprizc— because the force of the enemy was daily diuiinishing by 
ihe desertion of his militia and Indians.-— 

Du'w I thotighl myself bound to dcby, till | had r>o?*JC5Scd myself of every 
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:c LoniBhitwk or the 
jit of supplies. 

A drfbkl WguU hive lir«n the signal for all (tw hordes nf iintg^ in |}itr 

■urroiinding wildemesi, to fall npon th.v . — '-' ''. - ■' 

wtnilrt hive been lilled With tboic rem ui - 
Ihr Eitenf the WTny lliat I anticipated ■ 
It "wulil let lotjse rm tlic llelgllbou^^ll|; I 

»i*r borden, trcrt piWBtnted tu my mind. I knuiv ilioi if tlic anny I fjni 
nuoilccl WtK beiicn in bal tie, there would be iiolliiiig- to reatniiii (lie Bnvri' 
' ges of U»t part of our eri(Mnv, which, wben s biitllt ii ilcciikd in tlieir ft- 
vour, nakri Ibc vinqiiislinl and tbr^ir delcnceleas cnuiilr; iiiui pc tuple Uicir 
prey — In tlie ung«iproii5 letter irhicli CoUnel Cua uruCe to Uie Govern-^ 
nicnt, (and which as 1 think, vhi rnuat iinwamltiililj pubtUhed, lie' 
eecnu to tbinfc, that tbe«F nTcpbilitnthropic eonitdcnlionit, udwurthjr * 
AoldicT. Bui sir, though bronghi up in the field, and ttioiif-h I tiarv teen 
tompthin^of Ibe harrorB of war, I *ia not vet tudi a »Wfr, ultiat I cui 
think of such scenes with indifTcrencc. 

When I coneidered what wdiild he the (omlitlon of the tettilorj 'ncr 
which I had si> long presiided. and over ukich 1 via iiiam.t,a\'mnF, in cair 
the force I cuminaiided, should be beat eii in battle, nnd Uie inhablunli be 
Wl to the muny of tlic savages, witliout any stipulaiign or force for tlttit 
protection — I Uiought I thoiilil deserve the heaviest ciu-je*, if I risked • 
battle before t hail tukcncnryineaiitin my power to insure victotr. 
These were the cunsidemtloni thai induced mr. to n^iiiit ttie orgcncir 4l' 
e to Ihe aluclc of Maiden, till the 8Ui of Au^U. It 
led on the aixtli, that tlie cannon woijil be done on the 
the siiTli t iisned an order ftirthearmi lopnipaTe ta Immr 
n the 8ih. Every ihing was in rcnJiness for iht cntertirlxr 
It on lli« evening i crotied trtth the wliule army loDotrait, 
except a detachment of about three hundred men, under Mnjor Dciuijr. 
which was left intrenched at Saudvich, aoi) ahieh \\'[i5 also Bioved over on 
the llth. 

This retreat from the enemy's shore U one of tlie acts ofTreason, row- 
•rdicc, nnd nnoflicer-like conduct, of u-bicli I am necuscil. I proceed to 
eubmil to your consideration, my answer 10 tliis acctisation, and ihe n». 
aons which then governed my conduct, and whicli I }'et believe to bavi: 
been correcL 

About the iBt of AufTUBl, bb apf ears by n letter of the 4lh, I received an 
account of the fnll of hiicbilimackinac, Lieut. Uink* with his men, and 
■nme Indiana had arrived nl my encampment. The effect of Ihis ercat 
misfoniine wag immediately seen anil felt in iht vicinity of my iiost. The 
Wyandot Indians settled at Brown-otown, who had prcvioiwly shewn the 
moiit friendly dispositions, and givo* the atron(fe»t aaauranieii of their neu. 
Imjiiy, joined the British. For though they passed over under the pre 
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.•^ce of hftvinj^ been made prisoners, the circumgtanccs which then dC" 
'"urrcd, left no doubt but that they had formed an alliance with the enemy. 

Tiiis procedure of this tribe of Indians was not only evidence of their 
gwn, but of the defection of the surrounding* nations, who are all united by 
some sort of confederacy, in which the Wyandota have a superior influence 
^hat is acknowledged by the other tribes, spcakinj^ of them as tlieir Father g» 
\Vhcn tlicreforc I Icai-ncd that this nation had joined the standard of the 
enemy— I knew that tlw Chippcways, Ottiways, Pottawottamics, Munsees* 
Shawonees, Scnekas, and other tribes, who altogether could furnish between 
two and three thousand warriors, would also be an addition to his force. 

Attlic same time I received intelligpence as appears by another letter of 
mine to the SecreUry at war of the same date (4th of August) that a Brit- 
i.s!i officer, with US regular soldiers and two brass field pieces, had landed 
on the west port of Lake Ontario — had penetrated to the head waters of 
ihc River I^* French, and was collecting the militia and Indians in that 
quarter, to lead them against my army* From the information I had re- 
ceived, I had reason to think, and so I mention in my Icttter to the Secre- 
tary', liis force would amount to six or seven hundred. The fall of Mich- 
ilimackinac also changed the disposition of tlie inhabitants of Canada— and 
from the time that accounts were received of tliat event, there were n» 
more of their militia came over to us. I liad also been informed of the ar« 
vival of th« British Col. Proctor at Maiden, and it was g^enerally believed 
That he had brought with him some reinforcements, as well naiid as milita- 
ry. To tlie enemy's naval force I Iiad nothing to oppose. By it, the 
onemy might command the Lake— obtain his supplies without the least in- 
terruption — ^transport his troops at pleasure — and co-<^rate with land- 
movements on the margin of the waters, 

I had also intercepicd a letter from a Mr. M*Kenzie at fort William, to 
.1 Mr. M'Intosh at Sandwich, dated the 19th of July, from which th€ fbllov- 
ing are extracts. 

** The declaration of war reached us on the 16th instant, but ve uc 
neltlier astonished or alarmed. Our agents ordered a general mustefy 
vvhich amounted to 1200, exclusive of several hundred of the natiyei* 
We are now equal in all to 1600 or irOO strong. One of our gentlemea 
started on the 17th with several light canoes, for the interior country, to 
rouse the natives to activity, wliich is not hard to do, on tlie present oc^ 
casion. We likewise despatclied messengers in all directions with the 
iicws. 1 have not the least doubt but our force will, in ten days hcnce» 
amoimt to at least five thous.ind effective men. Our young gentlemen and 
engagers, offered most handsomely to marcli immediately to Michilimick- 
inac. Our chief Mr. Shaw expressed his gratitude, and drafled one huiH 
(Ired — Tliey are to proceed tliis evening for St. Joseph's. He takes about 
.IS many Indians : — could the vessel contain them, he might have had four 
tljoiisand more. It now depends on what accounts we receive from St. 
.i«»depli'8, whetlier these numerous tribes from the int^ier wiH proceed to 
^♦. .!').sppir»! «r not.'* 
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At the time that tlua mterccptcd letter ll-ll ium u^ uaaiU, \ v. :ia intuitncu 
ty Lieutenant Hanks, tliat Ijcfoix* ho left .Michiliniuckinuc, several agents oi 
the North-Wcst Tciritory had arrived at that post after its surrender from 
fort William on the north side of Lake Superior, v.'ho stated tliat a large 
force of Canadians and Indians \rerc colkctcd at fort William, ready to 
descend the lakes — and that there was also a force of the suinc description 
croUected at the outlet of Lake Superior. I was furtlier informed by Lieu 
tenant Hanks, tliat immediately after the surrenderor Michilimackinac. 
>vhich was on the 18tli of July, the British commander had sent an Cjcpre&s 
to Little York, and it Mas sup}joscd that ou tJie return of the express all 
the forces which had been collected aJid were collecting in the northern 
2n:gions, would be onlered to Maiden. The death of Lieut. Hanks deprives 
me of the benefit •)f his testimony. But tliis is suflicicntly supplied by iJic 
evidence of Mr. Sloiu* and Doctor Day, gentlemen wlio were at Mlchilimack, 
inac when it surrendered, ;ind who accompanied Lieut. Hanks to my head 
quarter^i at Samlwicli — and Dr. Day was present whr n Lieut. Hanks made 
tlic communication to me. It may be said that this information ought nol 
to have had any influnice upon my conduct, because tlie northern Indian^: 
could not, fuid in fact did notani\e in a gi*cat length of time. 

I presume that mi testimony is wanting lo prove to thid court, that from 
tlic points where they were collected, they might have descended in a fev.- 
da\s. 'Ihe s.'ivagis of our country have ;m adviuitagre of all other tro'jps iir 
ihe celerity ami facility with which thoy make tliesc movements. — ^I'hes'i 
too werv to hv. ridded by the means of the North-Wcst company, which 
were particularlv adapted to transport alion from tlic nature of their trad ' 
upon the wat«:r.-. of the lake-. 

As to i\\o \m'. tli;it ;]ic northern .savajjTs did not .M*:'ivc- at ^I:;l(l(•n u'lt'^ 
longaftr.r tlie Mirn n'kr — llie testimony of Capl. Kaf-tniaii is that he ixMuain- 
ed at iKlroit 'Jl da>*i af:.cr llie rapiUil.it it)n — that tlic ^^a-s^cauau Indians , 
witli aliout G'> warrior-;, arrived three day?, alter thi: sniTciiiler — thnt tlif: 
Michilimru-Linac rr.diai;s, with afvil eltivcn or twelve hundred w a:rior> , 
.urrivLxl about t lie 10th ur lllli oi" Scptemb.-r. 

It m;»y be well to remark liero, how fonnid.iblc tliis lorce pr jvcI to ».'■. 
allliougli it \v:eJ)Ut u small portion ot'Lhal wlilrii \. ..i.i!'.! haVe c-.n:-. -..,.: 'lo, 
Detroit lu-eii M.n'erKlrrcd — 13aV c;.n il be eo:iclu(l-.'l ti.a' ;;i. i . •■ ; •..«.. i:<» 
not haveai-rivi-il c:::-rn r,ha<l not. i:jteli;-\,i,(..^ -,1 [.r !;.'' •' •. \ ,;■..■. ■■■•.viie'' 
them, winch ii m.isl June (]f)ne, a lev/ ci.r ■ ...tV;.- 'i.c ■ v ■;♦ iiiiriji.' 'v..!. V. I.c' 
information <. f su many ruher.se cirru.iv l. .-ci -. hr-i] r« ; ..-iiv/l ;V' ♦V.;:u • • 
rions fpt.irlers, the fate of my ann;. a;-,v,-..... 1 ■•.. .l-.a!,]- I ;.-.-i \v* 
one of t'.vo c^nrse^. In pur<ue, and eilh-.r :.f^!: • • ;-, -..■<■ ,/. !.:;s' :i •'.. 
peratc alterr.a'i/e. I niu.st either ad'.anc: (r.- i vr.* \\ \ i,-, j , ;, 
notliinc;- that I was to re«r:ird, but the jjf.uer of the onen.v. 1 ha-I ••., 1..m = .i 
but tiiat I ougltl. to have adopted the fonnr r < .\'j»\'li'.-ii' I v.. . '.l,;.^. -j t ; 
«:onsider the ePect a retrrcat wnuld ba'.e i.-i ir, o'.m caniii. 'l"..- V',i!i! ■ 
uid Mi;'.\r>^*rienred officers I h;.d under my («ui>i>:tV'\ '■Iv* ?/. i^-I i'"j ivj 




I 



Aahga lluU wai %o* ImniFdiatcly bcrure Iheir eyes : wha lluiught inA 
uid tlist they were very bnivc ; bill wUo, with a few «xc«ptiona, ilo noi knaw 
it. w thin day, from iny irials of ihi-ir courtgc— who dcspiied all pre- 
and thought oil gencriJjhip consitted in inconnidentc isd 
impetunuB iilrancM ; I knew well, would pUMite the conduct which 
they aflerwunla did — und by rpprvuntiiig a retrckt u proG«cdlng frcm 
the taqst unworthy and unjiutifiable moUTei, deatroy Ihe efficiency 
or my Bfmyi hy fobUiny me of il*« aoiilidcnce. The CuhaU whicli 
had risen to such a hcij^ii *> to mature apUn of mutiny, in wliich mj 
«hicf olSecri were to be the ritif lender*, could not be entirely canecBled 
from me although, until 1 •>« the confcasiun piililiuhcd to Ihe world by 
one or the fconapiratorn, I did not know the citeni of their deaign. 

Under these clrciimitaneea, datijjcroiu aa the attempt on Mold^n ap- 
peared to me lo be, 1 tboii^ht it mi;fhl lie lei« <o thana retreat. I determin- 
ed to attuck Maiden— tind on Uie 6tii of Au^al, iuucd nrdera tn liave 
fcverythlng'pn'parod tor tlic movement ot'tlie army on the 8th i and genlle- 
men, there it no part of my conduct, since I Iwre been a wldier, that J 
reflect tipnn, with *•) rtiiiclt ■elf cuiiTlctinti of error, as 1 do upon ihia. I 
look back with regret upon llic moment, when I yielded to Uic counciU <ii' 
the inexperienced ofTiccru t commanded, and determined to make an attempt 
which my own judgmcal did not approve — which wis contrary to all mili- 
tary knowlcdj^e — and which even eucccss mifht not juatify. I tliougbt, 
however, it was poiiibte that if 1 were mcccMful, and could posgean my- 
•!Clf of the enemy's fonrefls, I might poB«iMy muinlain tnywlf tlicrc for 
some shbrt timc~-and in that time, I hoped I might have some euccovu- 
and security from my own coiinuy and her armici, ttiat 1 had been led t« 
etpcct would he ujieratin); bcluw me. 

Un Itic rth of August, every thing was in rtadineea for the intended 
tnovcment — But on that day at ubuut one o'clock , an eaprens arrived wllti 
letters lo me from the comanding officcri on the Niagara frontier, — two 
from Miy. Ucn. Uall, and one from tien. P. B. Porter. These letters 
were sent lo me by express to inform me Hut a large force from the 
neighbourhood of Niagara was moving towards my army. But, what 
\f*t more decisive in its influence on my measurca was, that I learned 
from ihcsc letters, tlial I w«s not to eipeet that these movenienla of the 
enemy were to be checked, or tliat my army would be suataiiked by any 
operntinna against tlit cntmy in any quarter I found that ilic Invasion of 
Canada and the whole war. were to be carried on hy tlie 300 regular troops 
nder Col. MlUcr, and the 12CX) or 1400 niilitui vrhMi had been placed 
imder my command. 

I muit here again beg leave to turn Ibc attention of the court martial to 
the correspondence between the ScctEtary al U'sr and myself, to remind 
Ihe court niirti&l of tlie nunuus 1 had to cupcct supplies, assistance and 
to-operalion, when I (nok tlie cummaild of the Nortli-wcstem army— 
when I received thrsc letters from Gens. Halt and i*ort«r, my litUAtinn 
became embarrassing and dlaircssing lo a g«at di^grrc. 1 had, but a few 
hAiir< before, with whal rdnetimoc appears from the testimony of Gen. 
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Ci^s,yielJf<lia Uic importunities of my oiBceTt, loil k'»'cii tlieto expecta- 
tion! that I woulil lead the nrmy Bgaiiiat Maldeii. I luid iuiicil onlcta f'li- 
nuking tlie nccfssjjj- pffparitions, and fli«d i time for Uie niiirciiii-iii. 
t knew well, what would be the effect or diMppointin^ the cxpcctklioiis 
trhich ihcae meuurcs had raided. But as Gen. M'Ai'ihiir \ma tc&tifieil, t 
(old liim, as commander of that nrmy, I felt mpelf rtipsmible for it's 
nrnentntt and il's/ufe. Under an awful mmc of llilt rei[»]niibdilr, 1 dc> 
teimmed to rccros» the river with llie Erc»ter part of the »rin>. In making 
this movement, I had no design of telinqiiiihing the attack of llAldcn. 
tiy intention was to lake pmt »l Detroit, and there to wail unlil Mime na- 
val force on the lake, and a co^operalian from below, vhieh l^m llic be- 
ginning I hid relied upon, and wliidi llie letters I had rccciTcd from Goita, 
flail and Porter ^ve me reason to ei|icct would comnience at (ome 
futniw, bill probably di9tant period, aiTorded me aotne hopes of lucccss, 
and of udTunta)^- from success. 

Nfy fiifUicr intention was to conccntrnlc tttj forces at Detroit, that 1 
nji^t (rum thence op<m and secure my communlcAtion with the Stale of 
Ohio 1 upon which, in my judgment, the ftslvaUon of the uriny depended. 

This considcraiion had so much influence on m; measures, not only at 
this time, but throughout the campaign, and in the final Bum:niltri thai 
It will be proper to present it to the court in such a view aa that tlicy may 
judge of iti importanee. 

Prom tTrSannu to the Miiuni of ihe bkc is a perfect wilderness. Through 
this ■aifdemea; a distance of 130 mileo, and througli a country of which 
Ihe Indians were the inhahitunts and proprictoia, Uic army had to cut a 
toad when ihey advanced: and it was the only road by which supplici of 
atiy kind cotild be received- From tlie Jliami to the nettle mciils on the 
llctroit river, the eonntry is little belter than a wildemcsv, there being 
only two or thi*c little sctilemcnta — along the Detroit rivcp Ibe country is 
partially cleared and cultivated. The improvements extend from half n 
Tnile to a mile back from tlie river, and in part of these improvemenis, on 
the margin of the streighls, in die road to the town of Detroit. The 
whole country from Urbanna to the town of Detmit is filled witli savages ; 
all of whom, H-ith very imimporiantexceptionti, became hostile to lu, and 
infested every part of the road wltich v-aa not protected by an armed force. 
From Ihe Miami to Dctmil, a distance of n milci, the road runs hi neu- 
llie water* of Lake Eric and of Ihe 8lreighlj, th»t the cnciuy having the 
commfliid of ihcse waters, could with the grealest facility transport from 
tlielr' shore, aiid from one point to another, detAchtnenta to intercept Ihu 
comDiunicaiion, Their vessels too, would alway* atlbrd them a tccurc 
retreat in case «f diiaster. There ivere in the whole Michigan tcrrilury 
less than 3300 wtiite inlahitaiits, about 3000 of whom wtre ecllled along 
the Detroit river, the soil, Ihrxigh fi-nilc, was but little euliii'aleil i Uie 
Inhabitants greatly relying fJjptlicir support Upon the aup{4ies of fish and 
vieniion, which the woods and waters aflbnU-d. The IcrHtory has never 
furniBhcd unlEcit'iii provisions fiir it'a own inhahlt»iits, Tliefc are annU' 
ally, an iippi-nn from th( l-»titnony hefcre yoii, large ijnaiiV^Tiwi if ftk 
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and beef broug^ht in from the state of Ohio, and notwithstanding the testi- 
mony of some of the witnesses, I assert, that, at the time the army was in 
that quarter, they could not have taken the necessary supplies from the 
country, for any leng^ of time, without distressing the inhabitants. It 
has been proved, that even in time of peace, the few troops who were 
stationed at Detroit, were fed by supplies from Ohio. The country must 
afford insufficient provisions for an army, or there could have been no ne- 
cessity for furnishing G. Harrison from the western states at the immense 
expcnce which his supplies have cost. The testimony of Gen. M* Arthur 
affords some evidence of the state of the country in respect to provisions, 
}{e stated that from tlie morning of the 14th ef August when he marche4 
from fort Detroit with a detachment, until the 16th, when they met with 
and killed an ox ; in a march of near 30 miles ; he saw nothing that wag 
food for man, except some unripe com and some honey. I'he opposite 
shores of tlie enemy were no( more productive in supplies. The whole of ^ 
thc'country bordering on the streights and on the Lake js a wildemcsi^ 
except tlie settlement at Amherstberg and a very thin population on the 
banks of the Detroit river, and a small place on Lake Erie, known by the 
name of the New Settlement. Above, on the river French, at about the 
distance of sixty miles, is the most fruitful and valuable part of the 
countrv. 

Independent of these settlements, which had been exhausted by the two. 
armies, the whole is wilderness : after the fall of Michilimackinac, whea 
all the hives of Northern Indians became hostile, and were let loose upon 
tis , when the North-west company, as appears by the letter of Mr. M'Rent- 
zie, had arrayed against us their numerous retainers ; and when the naviga- 
tion of the upper, as well as of the lower Lakes, was free to the enemy, no 
supplies could have been obtained from the river French, or the bordering 
Country. It must be remarked that from the time tbe army arrived at De- 
troit, not one pound of provisions had been received— from the moment the 
declaration of war was known to the enemy, he had intercepted the only 
line of communication, and tlms cut off all supplies. 

It appears from a return made on the day tbe army arrived at Detroit, 
arid which is mentioned in the niinutes of a coiincil of war, held on the 9th^ 
that there were then in store 

125,000 Rations of Flour, and 
70,666 Rations of Meat 

This stock, as it was never replenished, must have been proportionably 
exhausted, at the time of the retreat from Canada, and at the time of tbe 
fmal surrender ; and indeed would have been entirely so, had we not drawn, 
.IS fai* as we could, our supplies from the country ; which every day became 
the more stripped, and the less able to afford them. • 

A return made to me by the contractor on the 25th of July, shews not 
<Ynly the qiuuitity of provisions on hand at that date, but it shews, by a com- 
parison with a return of the' 9th of the same month, the rate at which tfa^ 
provisions were consumed. 

This return has been prored and read in eyidence; it is is fbllows^ 
- Provisions on band at Fort Detroit, 25th July, 1812.*' 



TOfiOO lUtions Flour, 
21,000 sailed Meat, 
100,000 Whiskey. »* 

n baa been said by Generals Cxss itnd M'Arlhur, and by olLer wiUieMca. 
dial tliey never heardcompUintsof » want orprovUiona — Ihia is cerUinly 
true : there wm not, previously to Uic surrender, an actual u-ant or deficien- 
cy of pro»ision»; our atorea were rot Ihun cnlirclj' cxhauBled, but there was 
a certaitity tlut tUey would suon be bo. 

Sucii tlien wa* my situation when I determined to ictrcat from Canada. 
I Iiad above me hordes ofhoatilc savages ; I Ind below, an enemy in a for- 
tresB, which I believed to be i worltof sircngtb, and suflicicntly manned Ibr 
Its defence i 1 found that be had been left aX liberty to iiugmenl liii force 
by dmwing his troops from all other points. 1 eommatided all nrmy. Oic 
troops of which (except a few r^utars cif tJie 4tii regiment) hhd no expe- 
rience, and h:id ntver been tried ; and Uiia army was oflictrcd by men, ilie 
cliiefof whom had not hcsii.iit'd to express, in ibc moit indecent teripa, 
his want of conGdence iii mc. I was told lltat t must not expect any co- 
operation or aulstance. I saw ilint my provisiona would he ivun vxhniisted, 
and thai neither my own nor tlie enemy's country would afford siippUea 
for Any length of time: t saw that my only communication waacutatf, and 
Wilets it wen: opened, tlie army would be subdued by want. 

Under these circumstances 1 determined to recrass the river, take the 
principal part of the army, not with an jnlent, as 1 huve said, to relinquish 
Oic enlcrprize aj^ainst Maiden and the upper province, but to wait for 3. 
6o-opcralion and nssiatance, which might aflbrd more favorable prospects, 
and in the mean time, which I considered a duty of tlie first importaoce, to 
npcn ihe corn muni cation by u-hich I c«iild obtain supplies. An atiock ori 
Maiden was an alternative, which at I have said, ph:!,entcd Ittcif to uiy 
muid, it wsB one which I had Che muat powerful inducements lo adopt -. I 
well knew what rewards of honor and glory awaited an achieveiDcnl which 
oiy country had been led to c»pect, with so much certainly and aiiiictj -, 1 
knew what were the expectations of my officers, and what reseniment a 
disBppomtmenl would create ; I knew a rctroKSfle movi'mini would ei-posc 
tne lo ccnsiirt, and to the malice of my enemies. Bui, in deliberating on 
this alternative, 1 could not but take into view the possibility -ifa defeat iii 
(he attempt, and the consequences wliicli, its 1 have before mentioned. Would 
result, nol only to the army, but lo tlic people of ibc Territory. A more dc- 
t-isivc cDnsideralioii however, induced mc lo reject this alternilivc j 1 theii 
itlt confident, ami I do now feel moat confident, llial if I had attacked SUI- 
Jen, and had b«n successrul, it would have been but a usulcss waste of 
blond- It would have been iiticrly Impossible to hai e nmintaiocd ilie tbr- 
tre». Ie must have fallen for wont of supplies. It mu£t be reniembered tiiat 
llw waters of the I.ikes were shut .ipiinst us. There could have been iiu 
p<)»ib1e eommiinicition with the fortress, but by the road which I had cm 
through Iha wildtriics! How iras that road to be kept opan ? Mint pmbn- 
Hy, after an ensngemrnt, or after carrjing the works by alorm, 1 could havo 
^kcn into >!aldt'n but a few hundred men. 
?»ti!d t hxve miJe suffieicat detr.chnicnts Oum the ifarrison to liarc pet - 
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ibrmed this servico ;' Let it be remembered tliat Gcnerab IvrArthur an4 
Cass, censured me for sending' so small a detachment as 200 men on this 
duty, and thought the force ought to have been double, or equal to one of 
their rcgfiments : and when Colonel Miller witli 600 men, 280 of whom wera 
almost the whole of the regular furce under my command, had defeated thA 
enemy near Magnagno, he tliought it necessary to send to me for a reinforce- 
ment of 150 or 200 men, to enable him to secure his passage to and from the 
river Raisin, though his loss in tlie battle did not exceed 80, and though he 
knew at the river Raisin, he was to be joined by the detachments under Cap* 
tain Brush and tlie companies under Captains Campbell and Rowland. If 
the road could have been opened, still no supplies could have passed into 
the fort without crossing the water, and on that the British had a force, to 
which we had nothing to oppose. If wc had possessed the fort, it would 
have been pressed by the North- West company and its retamcrs from the 
north, with all tiie hosts of Savages of those regions. A British force no 
doubt would have approached it from Lake Ontario by tlie River La French— 
On the water it would have been attacked b> the naval force — and all this 
it must have encountered without tlie possibility of obtaining supplies, and 
Vithout tlic least proiipect of reli^if or assistance. 

My judgment, Mr. President, may mislead me now, as it did then — but yc^ 
I think that if 1 had led the army I commanded to the conquest of Maldeq 
under such circumstances as I have stated, it would have been as grcftt % 
crime as any of which I am accused. 

Certain I am that I sliuuld have wanted that consciousness of having acted 
from the purest motives, and according to my best judgment, which h»S 
been my only consolation in all I have suffered 

If it be true as I h^ve stated, and as I think the testimony proves, tliat the 
army had not provisions for any length of time — and Ihat neitlicr my own 
nor the enemy's country could have been capable of furnishing tliem — I 
need hardly state to the members of tliis tribunal, how important it was to 
me to keep open the road I had made through tlic wilderness — the only 
{;ommunication by whict^ supplies could approach me. 

In modem warfare the first great object of each contending party, is the 
resouixes of his enemy. The fate of armies is found to de]>end upon the 
abundunce of their resources ; on their security, and on tlie facility of keep- 
ing up a comn>unication with them. 

It has becon>e a principle to manouver in such a manner as to corer the 
places from whence supplies may be drawn — not to go far from them but 
with great caution— and never to cease preserving with them those con- 
nections in which the strengtli of an army consists, and on which its strength 
depends. These are tlic sentiments of a modem military writer of great 
celebrity. The experience of all military movements in latter times prove 
tlieir correctness. I always felt the force of them. It was a great violation 
of these principles, and therefore, as I considered, a great mistake, to march 
the army I commanded, after the war had commenced, to Detroit — leaving 
a British garrison 18 miles in our rear, directly upon our line of communi- 
cation^ which, fkvm its proximity to U ' ' ^ hi« force upon the wat^r, 
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euemy IiiJ t&e utuit t,t intmeptiag with peculUr fnciliiy. But the 
ordcnl recei»edin the letter of the Secreiarjaf war, whieli aiinounced to 
jne llie declaration of war, werr positii-e upon this point, Tltey left me iio 
discretion. I was to morcli lo Detroit, and there tu wail for furtlicr orders, 
I liadaecnthc luceisitj of keeping open (lie cotnmilnication vhrn I wm 
CD Uie march — and UicrGfore I built and garriMmcd block houses on the 
road. When in the cncmj's couiilry, I fell every day more sironglj- the 
tbrce of this iKcessity, aiid therefore deUcltcd Major Van Home on timt 

Whethertlutn-ai«pro|>er dctadimcnt, aa it ia made a separate cliarge, 
will be Asubjeet of bcjiarate consideration, in a lubseqaeni pu-t of m* 
defence. 

After tlic defeat of .^lujor Van Home, and wlicn I found llie Bitoation nf 
ray army, iniinediaiely licforel left Sandwich, fluch as lliare bcfi>re de- 
scribed, I was pcrffcll]' convinced that no succcbi, not even tlic capture 
ef Maiden, could save it from eventual destruction, if my conuutmicatioi) 
with Ohio tras iiolopened. 

The court n-ill recolUct that Gcii. M' Arthur and Gen Cass, have slated 
in their teslJmon]r, ihut ubcn they objected to tJLc sufficienry of tlis force 
1 detached under Major Van Home, tlicy caf h rcconimcnded that 1 should 
send him with bii regiment on that duty. This shews what force in their 
estimation waa necessary foe the [niTposc. Wlint force Col. Miller thought 
necessary t have already stated. If tliouc {p^nllemcn werecorreet on lliii 
point, my army cuuid not have been in a proper eilualion — when 1 must 
lave stretched back with nearly half, and the most efficient part of mf 
command to insure me supplies. It must be recollected also that it waii 
not a temporary detachment that would have answered any purpofe. I 
mutt have kept always separated fivm tlie army a sufficient Ibrce to have 
kept open the road from Detroit to Ohio, a distance of about 300 
miles. 1 do not bcUcve that after tlic fall of Micliiliniaekinaci when tlii^ 
exva{fcs became arrayed ag^(l<it U9 aud infested every part of tlie mad, 
my whale forct would have been sufficient to hare protected bs ex- 

These, gentlemen, were the grounds on which I made » retrog:ade move. 
ment Willi a part of the army to Detroit. It was, from thence to open the 
only channel through which it could derive the means of ciiitcnce. 1 
repeat, my judgment may have misled inc — if it did, it continues yet ta 
mislead me — for every day that I have lived I liave become more conGdent ■. 
that I did right to leave the P.nc my 'a country. Had I followed the dictatEH 
of my own jud^cnt I should hare made my retreat to the hliumii und 
there waited for co^>pcration and assistance. 

The distance from thence to the Ohio would have been comparatively 
iiliort, and I should have had no enemy in my rear but siuilering savages, . 
ailed himself uftlic great odvaouge he de> 
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Whctt 1 proi^oSed this measure to Col. Cass, Uis answer vas, that if t 
did, under the then existing circumstances, every man of the Ohio volunteers 
would leave me. His language was in substance, as he states it bimself"*- 
that Uie volunteers would retreat with me, if they thought a retreat neces- 
sary : but as they undertook to judge that it was not then necessary, 
they would leave me, and not a man would retreat under my command. 
€o\, Cass's testimony on this subject is in the following words. •* I recol- 
lect a conversation witli Gen. Hull, aflcr the retreat from Canada, and be» 
fore we went to the River Raisin, in whicli Gen. Hull suggested, that as he 
heard of no co-operation from below, it might be necessary to take post at 
the Miami. I think I told Gen. Hull that if, under existing circumstancesy 
he took such a step, tlie Ohio militia would desert him to a man. Whether 
I told Gen. Hull so or not, I am confident it would have been the case." It 
may be well to remark, that this testimony of Col. Cass's is evidence of the 
Insubordination that was among the troops. By whom and by what means 
it had been encouraged, the court may judge. Upon this part of the sub» 
ject, that is to say the retreat from Canada, I have but a few more 
words to say. I retreated for the purpose of being enabled to take 
eifective measures for opening my communication. The importance 
of acomplishing this design, I have endeavoured to shew. But it seems 
that the government, or whoever it may have been tliat drew the charges 
that arc now before you, were also sensible of tliis importance ; for one 
•f the accusations that I am to answer is, tluit I did not keep open this 
communication ; and yet the measure I took to accomplish this object, and 
which was the only measure tliat afforded any prospect of success, that 
IS to say, witlidrawing the army from Canada, is also made the ground of 
crimination. 

Lbeg the court to notice that these reasons for the retreat, are such a» 
1 aligned for it at the time as well as now. For the evidence of this! 
lefer to my letters to the Secretary of war of the 4th and 8lh of Aug^t«. 
My letter to Go%'crnor Scott of the 9th of August, and my letters to Go« 
vcrnor Meigs and Col. AVells of the 11th of August. All these shew that 
I abandoned Canada, because I had ascertained that I would soon be sur- 
rounded by an ovcrwelming force ; because my communication, if I re- 
mained where I was, would inevitably be cut off; and because I found 
that the few regulars and militia I commanded were to be left to curry oa 
without any assistance or co-operation tlie oflensive war, which the UniteiL 
States had declared against one of the most powerful nations on earth. 

The surrender of the fortress of Detroit and of the forces in the Michi- 
gan territory under my command, is anotlier charge against which I ani. 
now to defend myself. I beg the court to observe, that the course I am 
pursuing is to examine in the first instance, the propriety or necessity of 
these principal measures. The circumstances attending tlieir accom- 
plishment, being ground of distinct accusation, I propose to give them 
distinct consideration. f 

As to the point on which I am now about to make my defence, I 
must b<g the court ta bciff In mvA what I have said in relation to the ^^ 



1^ in aiUJ^kinfif MaMen, tnd to lecroM^ Hm ^tm Mmjk of wimkl^ 
M^ uid tqKm tbeie •ubjects will be applicable to the cbarge now under 
eomidenition. The nunc facts are reiterated fai the apecificatiiaM in a^ 
* Buuiy difiiaent Ibrma, that it h diffienlt to a na ^ yaa-them, and night ex* 
imae lepetitioh. But I ihall endeavour as nmeh aa poaaibla to avoid ti«a« 
paanngofei the patience of the court, and ahall not repeat what I bave'i 
nbeadsr aaid, further than may be abaolutelj: nfiBBiUMij to make myaelf 
ekmly underatood. 

The extoitt and state of the force under mj oomman^at .the time of 
Ihib attack on the 15th and 16th of August, must be aaoert^med before my 
eondnct can be duly appreciated. 

The detaehmenta under Cols. M'Arthor and Caas, eonaiatfaig .of 400 of 
tta most eflective men of their regimentSy were abaeat on the expedi- 
tlen to the river Baisin. 

' On the momini^ of the 16th the Br%ade Miyor Jfeasnp^ aa' qipelvs by 
Mi cross examination* had, by my order, made a report of the efiectiw 
nen under my command. He atated the number aa aj^iears by s docu-' 
atent before jnou, in the three Ohio rcgimenti, to be 700, includin|f the 
Mchigan Legion and waggonera— but not the Michigan militia. Tho 
armed inhabitants which aome of the witnesses have mentioned, I preaumck 
were not intended to be included, and indeed ahould not have been. For»- 
although it may h&ve been agreeable to the disposition of aome who hava 
testified in this cause to mention tliem here, that they mi^t swell my num. 
beta in the eyea of the court^yet, I believe it will not be thought that I 
ought to have taken tliem into calculation, in estimating my means of 
defence. In tlie field they were only likely to be the first to set an ex- 
ample of disorder, and in a siegx: they would only have increased the con- 
sumption of provisions. 

Major Jessiip says, that on the 151h he received an estimate from one o^ 
the adjutants of the namber of men fit for duty. He thinks it exceeded 
one tliousand. This estimate was not delivered to me— but was given to 
Gen. Cass the day after the battle, but for what purpose does not appear. 
I wish Gen. Cass had protluced it on this occasion. Of the 1000, if there 
were so many effective, only 320 were regulars— that being Major Snclling's 
estimate of the eftcctive force of tlie 4th rcgt. on the day of t)ic surrender. 
The rest of this 1000, were comprized of the Ohio volunteers and Michi- 
gan militia. In my letters to tlic Government, and myoiilcial account of 
the unfortunate termination of tlie expedition under my command, I bavr 
always spoken of the zeal and biavcry of tlicsc troops in terms of respect % 
and I still think they merited all I have said of tlicra in these respects ; jet, 
m estimating their probable services in an arduous conflict, 1 could not buti 
consider their rcul character. My experience in the revolutioniiiy war had 
fixed in my mind a distrurit of the hcrvlces of undisciplined militia, howev- 
er ardent aiid valorous they might by language, aiid even by Actions, when 
;?ot before tlie enemy, make thcuisclvcs appear. Indeed the organization of 
the militia cor])s I Iiad with mc was particularly calrnhted to cteatc dis. 
trust with respect fo thorn-. 



^B .VU tlieii' officen hcVl tk^a e«mmiHims in virtue of an elfction, tdrL- 

^B ^te or immediBte. of the men of vrhom tliey were the numinil caDl> J 

ntuiders. M 

Jly second in command. Col. M'Aa^thur bu prersce<l his testimony by 4 

lulling you Uiat at such a time he was elected Colonel — Col. Yin Horn w»£ | 

k Fleeted Hajrfr — Mr M'Cormic v»selecle4a Lieutenuit From what slations, 
what oceilpctiona these gentlemen were elected to high militairy rant 1 
do not know— U would Gccm however that no twiih standing all the experi- 
ence they have h«d ia the field, tlicy have not yet learned military Ian- 
(ruige— or forgotten what were, probably, the pbrues of thdr former J 

flccupatbns. I 

Gen. H'Arthur in dcscribinf; the disposition he intended to mBlce of his % 

regimEntinca.teofanatlack. spoke, as he wiwild uf the gate of a cow-pen, ^ 

af«winging it into the rear line of a hollow square — and most of the witneu- 1 

cs ag'kinstme have spoken of the balance of ii lUtachment, as they Would ol 
the foot of an accamitiit a ehop-book. Elecled officers can ne«er be calcu- 
lated upon as great disciplinarians. In every station the elected will be un- 
willingto incur the displeasure of tlic electors • indeed, he willoften be found 
to court their favour by a familiarity and condescension which are totally 
incompatihle with military discipline. The man that votes hiaofiiccr his 
commission, instead of being; implicitly ohedient, as every ■oldier ougltt 
lobe, will be disposed to question and consider the propriety of the of- 
ficer's conduct before he acts. This system has not only an injurious 
effsct upon the soldiers, but it has a reiro-octivi: ctTeet upon the officers. 
They, knowing bow far tliey are responsible to IJieir electors, and wliat 
deference is due from them Co a ^^jn^ity of volcf, arc under Uie inftucnce 

toF their own leclings in intercourse with Ibcir sU|>eriora. J 

The court must have observed with what conCiilcnce the olHcei's who I 

have lestillcd against me, have pi>onounccd every tiling to have been done I 

wrong that was not done according to their adwce. They seem to have 1 

thought that, when a council of war was called, il was to be governetl by 1 

the laws of a town-meeting; and that a General was ubsolulely bound by I 

the voice of a majority. The testimony of Major ^'anliorne is a remsrk- 

■ Me elucidation of tlie ideas of some of my officers in Uiis respect. IIi* 
i.-xm» to think that I was guilty of great violation of duly in not bcinj; 
cureAil to asccrlain accurately the votes of the members then present j 
though, as it turned out, 1 had omitted (o take the vote of a gentleman 
V hose opinions coincided with my own. 

Mr. President, my ideas of a council of war are, that it is called to n<!- 
vise the responsible officer, as to any que.ilion which he may think propel- 

»in submit to its members ; thslheougfat to hearand weigh, with what de- I 

liberation circumstances will admit, their sentiments »nd opinions j but 
*Jist after all he is bound to act according to the dictates of his own Judg- 
ment, be the opinions of his officers what they may — .\nd, inasmuch as tho | 
udvice of a council will not in all cases justify misconducl— I hope it wiU I 
iiot be considered that ■ measure, although it should have been wrong, at I 
tivncd out unfortunate, laust be condemned because it ym not sanctienc^ I 

' i 
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bf anijorlty oFvoles. Theieuv considerations wUicb I tliiak itucoesxuy 
to impress Etrongl^ upon the tninds cf the court. It uufbrunuitelyh^^pennd 
tiMt on most questions wliich I submitted to tiie delibcrntiBo of my 
oScpra, their opinions and minr did not coincide — and taxay of Ute wit- 
nesses seem to think tbat Uierefiire thej must be cimdemned — But such a 
principal will not, I hope, be adopted by this court. The dtfcisions of the 
councils should hftve had the less influence, because it must he recollected 
tb»t I could not, with the excepiion only of the officers of the 4th ivg. call 
4or the adiice of any one, who hid seen the lea*t service or had the least 
experience : fbr, though most of the witnesses who bwc been produced 
en the part of the government have appeared with the titles and badges 
ofhiji:)) military r«ilc — yet, it is certain that most of these gentlemen, when 
they joined my army, knew no more of the duties of a soldier than was Ut 
be learned from mlliila musters and parades about their own homei. 
What services they may have since performed to entitle them to the hon- 
ours Uiey have attained I am ignorant — and only hope that their elevated 
rank (as it ottght to be presumed it was not intended it should) will not 
give them any other weight than they would have had, if they had re- 
mained in their former subordinate stations until they had given tbeir 
testimony against me. Tlresc ohscrvations are made in reference to the 
principal part of the troops | had under my command — and to shew that, 
although, as men, they might be brave and palriolic, as I have always bslieveij 
they were, and as I have always spoken both of the officers and soldiera — jet, 
fhim the manner of their urganiaation, and from iheir want of discipline and 
experience, they were not that kind of force npon which a commander could 
feel in an arduous conflict the firmest reliance. So far as ivc had any oppor- 
tunity of judging from trill, this wantof confidence in forces of Ihis descrip- 
tion wjw justified. The expedition under Major Vimhome was the only in- 
stance in which the volunteers acted hy themsclvcB in any aifair of conse- 
quence; for ihercncoimlreal theAuxCanBrdllbridge(althougbbolhUle(.f- 
ficerH and men behaved well) wasbut askirmisb, which could hardlybc* 
lestcitherofeourogeor diBciplinc. The detachment under -Major Vanhome 
as he has teslificd, were not siirpriitd. He had fully prepared ihctn aC- 
oording to his statement to expect their foe— and yet his parly was dis- 
ordered by ihc first fii-c of Ihi: enemy. Notwitliatandiiig *U the gallant 
eserlions which, as he has slated, he made, he was unable to rally them, 
or to prevent their flying in confusion, in the very firet momenls of attack, 
by nothing hut savages. 

In-submitliiig to your consideration, gentlemen, tlic fate of the force* 
under my conimand, 1 must not omit, painful us it is to me lo advert to it, 
Uie unhappy terms in which I was with my officers. They took no paini 
tn conreal what Vlicy have here testified lo, ihalibcy had lost all confidence 
"m me— miiny of tiicm manifcMcd it, as iq)pe»w from Ihelr own tcstimiMiy, 
by the most indecent cuiiiluct and expressions. The court musl recollect 
the language, which 1 forbcHr to repeat, thai my second in eommand Col. 
M' \rthur (noV Brtff. Gen. M' Arthur) rcpresenls ihal be addressed to me 
When t proposed to him to rcaain with his lei^cnt at Sandwich. l«t ii 
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he remembered too that the Brig. Gen. hu BtMed, tliat vrben we wot in 
rhe face of the enemy, and he might lioutlf have cipectcd to be called to 
battle, he used this lui^age, with iin eipectutiun Uwt he would be arrest- 
ed ; with an expectation Uul at such a moment he would be put in a situ- 
ulion that he could not be culled upon lo uie his sword. Ilrif . Gen. 
M'Artliur has said that these e^tpressions were csturted trom him by insin- 
Hationa of cowardice. I meant no such insinuation. His declaratioa that 
he felt his single aelfuhleto carry the fortress at Sandwich against any 
t^arrison, left no room to doubt his own good opinion of his proweos. 
%Vben Gen. M' Arthur addressed such language to me. I bud never seen 
any thing that would bnve warranted such an inaiuuatiaii as he conceives I 
made. But if any thing would justliy an impeachment of that officer's 
courage, it would be auch conduct at such a time. It may be tliouglit 
that I ought to have arrested Gen. M'Arthtir. It is not one of the charges 
Again&l me that I did not — and therefore 1 shall not digicBS further front 
the course of my defence, ihan to say the peculiarity of my situation alone 
prevented my doing it. If I had taken such a step, J hava no doubt hia 
men who had elected him a Colonel, would have turned their arms against 
me, with as much alacrity as they prtfctird to use them againit tJie enemy. 
I might, and I believe I should have had a civil war in my camp- But to 
ahcMf what was the disposition of my officers towards me, 1 have only to 
refcir the court once more to Col. Cam's (new Brig. Gen, Con'f) Ictlcl- to 
bovernment of the 10th of September, in which he states that he, and 
others had fnnned a conspiracy to wrest the commimd from me. Whether 
this was, or was not, a treasonable design, is not for me to determine. 
But what confidence could I place in officers, whose conduct bad been 
(Uch as they themseWes have described. 

I know, Mr. President, that my letters to the Secretary at war, and my 
offieial ac-oimt of the surrender, may be appealed to on this subject. I 
wish they may be. WhailhavewriKcnof llic volunteers and their ofEcera 
n just — and what 1 yet say, they were brave lealoua men. It is my pride 
that in the very hour of misfortune, I had the magnanimity to giv* 
Them all the credit that was due to them, and to take upon myself th« 
whole responsibility of a measure which I knew would be the subject of no 
much cens-jre. 

Would Sir, that I could have observed a little of the same spirit in my 
iccnsers ! that they bad been v.'dlmglo lake lome share of the blame that 
is justly due to Ihera ! and that tliev hjd not, in the triumph of their own 
salvation on my depression, represented with the most uncharitable bitlci' 
nes> aman whose smiles they once courted. 

I must be pardoned, Mr. President, for yielding to my feelings in these 
•iigrcssioDS. I have stated toyou the numbers, nature and situation of ilin 
lorce which t had to oppoas to the etiemy. 1 shall now stale what force 
he brought or might bring against me. I say. Gentlemen, migki bring — be* 
raa that consideration which induced the surrender, oud not the 
Brrc whieh was orloiJly landed «n thi; Amorlcan »l»»re an the mwrgfly of 
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tlie Wit- II i> possible that t mi^it liuve met tai repelled tltat furce— «nd 
iff bad bad no ^rtlicr to look tban to tlic event t>l' ■ contest xt ilmi time, I' 
■hodld have trailed to tlie issue ul' i battle. I beg leuvc first to L-simine whii. 
was ilic extent of the cntin) 's furcc, landed at Spring wells on ilic muming 
of the !6ih- Atajor Snclling' nbq aaes lie made aome niiernpi :u counl the 
enemy's forte.supposes thai ihtre wrri: no more than 750 wliilcs, ofw-IioiB 
one third were rcgi^rs and the rest nulitia and Tolnnleiin. The number 
of [luUans lie could not aacertkiin. Aa he was goinj; to his l"dging^, kftcr 
having salislied himtielr about Ihr whits Torce, he aawbc HyBaoniF Ima- 
■Ircrd and fifty Indians in aiTay. lie does admit, however, ihat iliere werP 
some more on the hack of the town, kdling liorsea and atcalmg cattle. 
Hot it Is very triilenl Uiat Major Snclling. m Well as oUier wltnctses, mcuit 
to convey to the ctnirt an impression lliat the]' consitlcred the Indian Ibrcc- 
very insignificafit, both as to number* and effect. And yet it i» very eitra- 
«rdinary that whm my eonduci «-nuld be ccnaurablc in proportion aa the 
tndian force in llie power ol' the Bntiah might bftniiiidered immcroua and 
cfTeetiTe, their numbers and pcni'era are au(;nienled— I am charji^ed with hav- 
ing sent out too small h detachment tinder Major Tan Home. To pnne 
tliat I did so the Major has testified that according in the information he 
i-eccived. there were 300 Indians crossed from llic British aide, IJic day his 
party wus routed. It is necessary, to heighten my criminality, that in one 
instance tlie British Indian force should appear to be very small raid very 
insignificant, and in the otlier >-ery numerous and very rorrtiidsble. It (■ 
V ell known however, tliot all the Savages in that quarter had, immediately 
after the fall of Michilimackinic, joined the British. I had h>d in council, 
between Uic lllh and 201h of July the chiefs of nine nationt, whoie war 
riors amounted to between two and three thousand or more. Is it not ej. 
tremcly improbable, tbal with a large force of this nature at tlieir diapoaaJ, 
the British shrwild have employed but a small part of it in their enterprUo 
against Detroit ' U It tint ratlier to be presumed tliat, in an nndertuking in 
'which tliey must bme been very ambitious of snccess, tlicy would have 
employed all their disposable force, whetlicr white or rcil ' 

The fonie brought against me 1 am very confident was not less titan one 
iTionsand whites, andat least as many savage Warriors. 

But it was not only agninat lliis force on our own shores I wjs to defend 
myself— their Batteries from Sandwich were elfeclually co-operating wiUi 
fliem — and their ships of war were ready to lend them aisrstimcc in the 
moment of attack, to cOfertlieir tclreat, and to afford them shelter incu^ 
' of defeat. 

If tlie British landed at Springwells were not mHch more niimemus tJiao. 
my own troops, 1 knew llicy mutt liave a powerful force ii 
they coold bring to ojierato upon me, either by crossing them above the 
Triwn ofOetroit, or by transporting them in their ahips to that point — and 
llius attack the fort un all sides, and place my army between ilielr fire, r 
Rboald not however have yielded to all tliese considerations, bail the war I 
'waa carrying on lie*n only against civilized men. In that case, tlioae only 
" ho were in lh« conical wotild have sufTcred. But I knew hew san^inar; 
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unl remor&elesfi the flava^fi irould W. should my army be subdued *,iii 
llie irofips be obli(rc(l to yield The wlmle country woiihl li»vt bcrn drluE- 
ed with Ifae bIo<>d of its inlwbitants.— Ncitlier women nor cliildKn would 
tiHVe been ipircd. 

Tlie large ilrtachmcnt vliich vaitnit iintler the command dl Coloncla 
M'Arthur and Cu». of which I could get no inlclllgencc, uid the iIcimIi- 
nient undtfCaptain Brush at ihc Kivcr Kaiiin, would, nuwl probably, have 
heeii the Tictiioa of (Hvngc ftiry, which U alwayi excited by biiile, and rcn- 
limd more languinary by victory. Thoie appeared Id me the certain and 
■Ircadful conBcqueneea of urEUccenful rcBiitunce. 

If after a conflict, I ihould have been able for that time to have repulsed 
the enemy. I nii|;ht have purcbu&td fame, and have avoided all 1 have luffer- 
ed and what I now sulTcr, in beinj^ <jh1i|:ed iIuib at my time of life to vindix 
'ate my honour and plead my cause before you. But ai what price ihould 
I have done this ^ How many of the live) of the brave men I communded 
VDuld it have cost > Uow many of the person* who now appear to wiUiesA 
against me might I nut have racriliced ^ li mifrht indetd, Mr. President, have 
given me an honourable grave, and if mine were the only life conecmcd, I 
wiah it hjd been so, rather than that the foul crimcaof which t am accused, 
iihould l)p coupled with a name to which my country uf lale as well aa here* 
lofore, lias acknowledged some oblJgHtbni. 

But I had rather even that this should be, and I would rather stand be. 
fore you iccuseil bs I urn. than have uaelesily and wantonly s.icrificcd a 
single life, though it should hsvc ensured me immortal fame 

If the attack of the enemy had been repelled, our triumph would havR 
tiecn but tempomry. My numbers must have been diminished by Ums m 
tialtle. They would have daily lessened by the cannon of the enemy, from 
the opposite shore. The force oftherncmy, augmented ai it wat by rein- 
forcementa under Col. Proctor, Major Chambcrii, and the commnunder ia 
chief. Gen. Drock, would have been daily au^enling. 

The force from MichilimackuiRC and Bt Joseph'a which would have 
amounted to several thousBml savage warriora-the s«vages, with the addition 
of some hundred white men mentioned in the Intercepted letter uf Mr. 
M'Kenzie.collectedat fort William, would in a few days liave descended 
Upon us~-Ihe Canadian militia had all returned to their allegiafice — the en- 
ermy's naval force and means of transportation on the lakca were augmented. 
There was no co-operation with roy army from any quarter — the letters I 
had received from Generals Hull and Porter had not -only satisBcd me that 
my expectations in tliis re&pect were disappointed, but that no diversion In 
my favour Was soon to be eipccted. My army was in a comer, surround- 
I'd by a wilderness of waters and a wildemcs* of wooda— all communication 
with my country, cither by land or water, cut olT— my stores of proviaioM 
.iiid ammunition but sufficient fur a short dumtion — *dd to all This that, at 
the moment of eipucted eonflitl, 1 received informi.tion that a part ot my 
own troopa had gone over to the encmyi and lliat a larger body were about 
' > )«in him.— BndcT such a c9m)>Umtitn and presatiro tf aAvcrvc cliciui^ 
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tttUMt, tteumy mugtliare^irlJcil in ■ UnlettiuF. notwiilisLuidin^ aa^ 
tctnpurar)' *ucccss — I did not Uijrttt I slioiild be jmttfiahle' or even excusa- 
ble if I risked ■ Biltle wlicnviclorycoulil puretuucno real ^ood; and 
(vlicn Uie censequencc of dcfcai, or even I tic coiiBequenccs of beiii^drived 
into Ibc r#t, would be to submit the wbote conirtry wliicli I uia gent t<« 
protect, and tliat part of my force wliicli wia on deUdiwent, lo tlie rulh- 
less fcr>Kity of Snvagfes, armed with llic hiirrora of Ihotc iniLnuncnla of 
cumijif and torture wliicli uv known tu s]iurc neither nge nraei. 
Pram such ■ calnmitj' I knew a capilulation would be Rpititeciiun. 
The British, if made mulcr of the couoUy, without a battle, would bu 
able lo reatniin their mercilrai allies, wliich they coiild not do after ■ con 
leit, *ven if it should be only so far xucceSafiil as lo obli^ us to retrcai 
into the fort. A savaj^e will biive blood for bbxid, iliough he draw Jt {torn 
the Trine of the defcnceleiv. Victory only ticightma bis inbuman tbiri' 
Ibr blood. 
I offered a capitulation and surrendered. 

"IWellkncwihehigh rcEpniiHibilityortbemeitBUrc. and lake the nholi: 
nf it upon myself. It wsi dictated by a sense of duty, and a full con' 
viction of it's expediency. If ought has taken place during Uie campaign, 
which ii honourable to the army, my officers ire entitled lo a large share 
Qfit. If the last act should be disapproved, no part of llic censure belongs 
\a tlicm " These, Sir, iirc the Words of my oSicial commumcatiottof this 
unhappy event to the Secretary of var. I repeat them — it was sir, a sense 
of duty which drove we to the measure- It ins a sense of what I owed 
lo the protection of ihe JTiliabitants of the territory I had so long goi-erned. 
I felt myself bound to sacrificolcrcry private feeling, aiu), in spite of them- 
selves, tosave rromuecless w»(,te the blood oftlie brave men I commanded . 
^*or. sir, will I conceal, that, in tiie midat of carnage that might ensue • 
battle, my parental feelings saw a daughter and her oflsprit^, who were 
witli me in the ibrt, bleeding miller tile tomahawk of the Savage ! 

If these be considerHtioiis uii\vurtliy of a soldier, then I am willioul ex- 
cuse — then indeed you may pronounce your utmost doom — But do not le! 
tuc transmit to my posterity a name tsinii tiled by the foul crimes imputed t« 
me — t say I am as free from tlie fiins uf lliat black catalogue as any maii 
ci hears me — But if a propitiation be necessary, and it must be tlie rem- 
it of the life of a man whose country has heretofore acknowledged hi* 
claims to her gratiludi. — and who has not ceased to deserve it — Here is one 
that I offer— I would freely pari with it, if vou will not lake from me and 
tVoro my family and posterity my honour and character. 

Jt appears that th« view which my officers bad of our situation at about the 
(iaic of the retreat and surrender, was very diflcreal from what It would 
appear to have been from the lestimony iliey have given before you— at 
least the observation applies to Cen. Cass. 

The testimony of Mr Sillitnsn (ihe Generals brother-iu-law ) of Mr 
llilti, and ofMr. Converse his neighbour, proves thai In letters written by 
at the lime* lo which his testimony relates, he haddiflereht aenl>. 
■Kent- From those he has berc oiprcssed. fii a kttcc of liie 3d of August, 



at vhicb time we were in po»se«Kion of the uttMfa len'tuay Mid *U Uw 
resources tliat might be drawn from tliencr, Oen- Cass tell* >fr. Silliiniu), 
that proviBions would bccnme necessary for the existence uf thr troopt. 
]n k letter to Mr. SiUimin ttflcr the Tall nf Michilimaclcinac, Gen. Civt 
says, that the impreaBion iniwlc bf the fall nf Michilimackinac, eaaii 
sctrcely be conceived. In llie some, or same otlicr tetter, according tn 
the IcstiiDony of Mr. Sillimui, Oen. Cum prosed him to u^te hii infiueace 
to procure Tcinlbrccments for the srmy, and eipresscs bis surprise that 
we were left without co-operation — by putting to his correspondent the 
following inlcrrofration. ■' Is there nothing lo be done in the lower end 
ef the lakes to imke a diTersion in our f^voui- f" In a letter from ticu. 
Cnss to tUe same gentleman, dated on the 12th of Adj^M, Gen. Cass sayu 
" think our situation as bad as you may, it is still vorse." 

It is most unfortunate fop me that I have in tlie course of the proieou- 
lion so often to feel the want of documents. I want lo prevc the conlenLi 
«f a memorial which was filed on record in the war departmental ask for 
the record and it is lost. I am impeached for not having regularly issued 
orders to the army. The witnesses who arc to support this charge, prove 
that there were orderly books in which my orders were entered; but they 
have cither been lost, or. what is more cxCraunlinary, left at home. Capt ' 
M'Cormle has an orderly book — but, when he was called here as a witncsst 
lie left his book behind him. Otiier officers seem very unaccountably to 
have thought the order to ship the baggage at the Miami, included their 
orderly -hook s~-and they have been lost by that means. And nnn these 
letters from Gen. Cass to Mr. Silllman, the contents of which it might be 
so important to me to contrast with the General's testimony, it appears, 
were entrusted to Ihe General's Hi^— and they too have been lost. 

But, I ask tlie court, do not even the slender accounts whicli we havr 
iiadofthe contents of these letters, shew that Gen, Cais, at the time tlicy 
were written, did believe that tlie army would be in want of provision* * 
that reinforcements were necessary ? that the fall of Mochinac vts to bavo 
a decisive operation on the fate of the army ^ that our hopes rested on cq. 
operations from below— and that the situation of Ihe army was critical in 
the estreme ! If tliese were Gen. Cass's scntimeuts when he wrote tlic let. 
bera, — I must leai-c it to the court to reconcile tliem to the testimony he 
has given. 

The court then adjourned to meet to morrow morning at 11 o'cloclt. 
Thwiilag vmniing, March 17l/i, 1SI4. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. 

I'rcscnl all the Members- 
General Hull appeared in Court, and proceeded to read his defence ts 
follows. 

1 now appeal with some confidence lo ^1« tribunal for their decision 
upon the accusations which I hare hitherto considered. 

Were eiilier of the acts, lo which the ailenlion of the court has beci. 
directed, in themselves and abstractedly considered, unjustifiable i or rath. 
a, Caudlbiau the true luesUoBi) wat cither of them soiaaniiesOy wron^. 
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i for my conduct. 



^tioni, that I miiy be luppo&cd Ui liavc acl»i hon- 



Mtly. though it ilioiild now appear to tlie court thai il was erroneously. 

If an ael may have proceeded from pure in ten liont, it would be the height 
of injuiticc and inia.mihrap7. to impute it lu bad ronliree. 

I flh^i now [iroceed iti make my defence aifaintt the other acriiaaiiDna : 
l»hall*ndeaToar toaiTan«;ethem in the order oftime, in which liie facts, by 
the Rjwcifications, are s'lppowd to have occurred. 

HFlherto, Mr President, mv defence hn chiefly rested on dncumentary 
evidence, or unnn f»cts of general notoriety, .^s to all that Rillaws, the 
di^rirea depend entirely upon parole testimony. 

II tpems extraordinary that there has not been n witness etatnined, on 
tlie Tiartof thf prasecution, who hajt not been promoted since he waa un- 
der my eommatrd. 

A (frMt mitjority of the young pontlcmen who have been called b;r the 

Ju^W Advocate, have appeiircd decorated with tlieir (wo epaulets — these 

have been bestowe<(, and sometimes with tlie aiiijnicntation of a star, upon 

Gentlemen wlio beifiin Iheir-military career with my wifortiuiate campaign. 

Bv what services manyof these (renclemcn have merited wich rapid pro* 

moliin,! have not learned. Butif itall ariseaoutof their achievements 

I while under my command, I muat say that il appears to me, that my es- 

I pcditlim wax more prolific of promotion than any otiier unaueceisful militi- 

[ ry enterprize I ever heard of. 

Ileannot be that it has been intended to je:iveaweitrht to the teitimony of 
Ihoae witneaaea by ^'^'''S' them ranks and lionours which tlicy would not 
otherwiaehave had. But Sir; when my military clikracter and measures 
an* to be tested by the opinions of Gi-nl1cmen, witJi liigh toundin^ titles 
of military rank, 1 think it necessary to ifmind the court, that, wilhtbeex- 
centionofa few of theyotmRer officers, I here arc tione of them wlio liavcilul 
be<-n nromotcd to their high stationa, witlioiit harinc^ had nnymilitary ex- 
I perience— ind without, so far as I have heard, ei-cr having diacovcrcd any 
[ military talenta orj^cnius. 

If the opiniona of witnesses on military conduct, ought in sny case to be 

I listened to (which I conceive nug'ht not to be) yet, 1 think, tlie opinions o»' 

niL'n of thcie descriptions, ou^ht to be received witli the greatenl caution. 

The extranrdinary promotions wltieh the witnesses against me, bRVc g^i- 

[ erally attained, I think may be accounted for, by a recurrence to the f»ct«, 

' of which this trial has afibrded llic mo^t conclusive cvidiaicc — which ia — 

that each, of the witnesses, from the Geiicpata to tlie yoimgcat and lowest 

otBccr that hat been called by tlie Judge Advuoale, U l)imEcli' in hit owu 

opinion, at lea.?t, a Hfi-o. 

From GeneralM'.Vrthur, who thought himielf capable of fighting a wiiolc 
E:arr;son, down to the lowest rank, every officer seems to have tJi«uglit that 
if he had been the commanding (leneral — or if 1 hud takni his advice — id^ 
would have gone well — no doubt they have injustice themselvea made the»o 
rcErcsenlqiions to the Govemmenl— Mid Uicir raoks must be cunsidetcil 
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a.i a. reward for tl>e great things which they said they would have done nttl^- 
cr than to have been acqiiicd by any actual services. 

But, ^nllemen, before 1 proceed to examine the parole testimony, let ibe 
<.:ll your attention to anotlicr subject connected with it— I mean the inde- 
tatij^able pains which have been taken to propagate and keep alive tlie most 
hateful prejudices against me. Sir, I believe there never was a greater out- 
rage committed on the administration of justice, and towards an individual, 
than was the publication of Colonel Cass's (now Brigadier General Ccut't 
letter to the Government of the 10th of September. 

That such a letter should be published under the sanction of the adminis- 
tration against a man whom the administration was about to put u{>on trial 
lor his life, [ believe, is a proceeding of which no country on earth has be- 
fore afforded an example. That the administration should, under such 
circumstances permit the publication of such a letter a:* General Cass's — 
one that laboui*s to represent my conduct in the most odious point of view* 
and takes pains to heighten the public resentment ai^ainst me by a colouring 
Mhich Colonel Cass could not know of his own knowledge was true, appears 
to me to be a violation of every principle of justice. 

The court will please to recollect that Colonel Cass and ^J 'Arthur left 
Detroit with tlie Detachment to the river Uaisin on the 14th of .\ugust— 
and did not return to Ihe fort until the evening* of the 16th— of course tlicjP 
could not know of their own knowledjje, what passed in the interim. 

No person reading" Colonel Cass's letter but would suppose he was an eye 
witness of all he relates. It is impossible to discover that he was absent in 
tlie expedition to the river Raisin — yet General Cass states, as if it was a 
matter within his own knowledge, that when the troops received ortlers to 
retreat into the fort — "one universal burst of indic^nation was apparent 
tipon the receipt of this order" I beg to quote fi-om this letter anoUicr 
paragraph, to shew what was the spirit with which it was written. The 
design of its publication I must leave the court to infer. 

" To see the whole of our men flushed with victory, eag-erly awaiting the 
.Approaching contest — to see them afterwards hopeless, dispirited, and dcs- 
))onding' — at leabt — five hundred shedding" tears — because they were not 
allowed to meet tlieir countrj's foe, and to fight their country's battles, ex- 
cited sensations which no American has ever before had." 

Would not every one imagine tliat Colonel Cass was here dcscribmg a 
- ccne, which passed before his own eyes. 

Dirl he actually see at least five hundred men shedding tears — or does 
♦he court believe that this is a representation of a fact which really occur- 
] cd. If it were so, it is extraordinary that not a witness has testified to it- 
( apuin M'Commick says he observed some men shedding tears — but 
1 iiis falls greatly short of General Cass's five hundred. But who were these 
^ 'Cping troops. It is not to be presumed that it was intended that wc 
should believe they were the regulars — they are not commoidy much given 
: o weeping — they were not the Michigan militia, because a part of them 
Icsertcd — and the rest were disposed to go over to tke enemv, ruther ttian 
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The men tbe> who ihcwed tlil* voy extnofdiony KwAiUiy 
•e brcn Colcncl Cajia'a pitrioGc Tolum t er* T Tir wiae nHwfiiii 
inied m the camp at Urbaoiu, anil vodlil not Btreb *liU tbn «Cie 
o b; the k^Im- troai|H — the Hunc vttenrnn rlw rede (be 
«d n« r » of our of ilieir comptnies on a nil — the mne vhmlrert, one hUB- 
■IthI aitd eighty oTirhDin rcfliiicd locrou inioCuudi^-a.'u) tWumf ?*h«- 
Inrt, who, wlien thry Ii»l m o[i|>orlunil!r under Major Van Homr tt> grUi- 
^ Uwir eagvr wialiet U> meet ilir enemy in combat, ran »Mnj at the firf i Kic 
Kti! left their officen to be niBMicred. 

If Ccnrral Casi did not viibitis <hi« icene, vrhj did he make >ucii a re- 
ptcientation. IJierc ein benooUicrrcMon, thanilut thit kondof inSalcd 
deicripiton, «m iniend.d to recammi-nd hiniMlf to the Goreninieni. by 
repmrniing himiclf and liia inxijis in ihe moit fnFoimble point of view— 
and me in the munt unfavuunitilr tluteven IiyperboIiuJ Uugtugc would 
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Mid Keep ilire Ihe pupuUr clumour a^inst me— otlicra uf my uSctn, 
finding whit favour the publication of Ilia letter ^vtc him in the eyes uf the 
admiAiiU'atinn, b*Te acen tlut ilic luunc road of prcfement wu open bo 
Ihem' — and the neu'spapen from one end of Ihe continent to the olJier, have 
teen filled with lettcn concerning me eipretsed in icrma, wliitb neither 
Irutli, juilice, or even lie lava o<' decorum can aancUon. Down to thl» 
v^ry lime, Sir, ibesune tjs'cm is pumied- Now wliilcl li>Tebceii onniji 
trUlt publinai iims liaie appeared in Uie public priota of thin city, com- 
mendins t|ic pmieipal and leading wilni^Ki for the ni«iincr k wbicli lie gave 
Vu IckTilnony againtt uic, thai ilioic wjio were to cumc after hioi might tie 
Micourugcd 10 follAW hti p^LimpIe. \iid Sir. at tliis very nunrni, iii the 
\^Tj daar of A'niuilifing, itliawkedforsale, a work printed wiihiii these few 
diyi, in fight of Uiijt capitol, cnuiltd, views of Ihc eampiiiirn ufilienorth wes- 
tern army, in which my conduct siulmotivci arcmokl grossly mUri-prcacDted. 
Wlio arc ihn/ that ibirit so for my blood, uid taki: llicae means ta obUin it. 
Itli not the ostensililc aiittior of this performance— liis insigiuticance, andilic 
conlvmptiblc lali-nta rniplnycd In the work, shew liim to lii: too mean to 
l)»»e a motive of hia own. I knownol who msj be llie authors or instigA' 
tors of »ttch Dutxages upon Justice — if such tilings arc permitted, and can 
h?.vc any iiifluence, Uicn the tcalti oii(^)iI to lie Ism from ilic hand of the 
figure which odorne Ihc Uall wherein yoo (it. She ought only to be lcf( 
the tn-Qrd, with which the is decorated — and she ought to uuivc ihat a* 
an m6/em, (hat Tfiji'unce and not juiiict. Is udminialered under this ruuf. 
Dai, gentlemen, tnr ichalL-ver purpose tlie*e acts muy have been intended. I 
rely witli a perrecl confidence tlut you will rise auperior to them. If 1 
'■anted olVr auiiranco nf it, than that which is derived From four charuc:- 
lers, 1 iliould luirc it in the patience and impurtialitf with which ihh pro- 
itcution, -;o far as dipeiidud on you, has been cunducled- 

prfort! 1 cn'icr on unoiamiiialion of the parole tcitiinony, Imusl be per, 
milled to rcmatk, lliaC I cuinoi but think that the coune which hai been 
purmed, of etaminini; ear.h wiuicss in the presence of the rett, has been 
ubt'ortuTiate for m;. 'Till this court decided ihiit it should be so, 1 did 
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thlnlc it was a well esUblibhed t'ulc of martial law, that the witnesses shoU^L 
be examined separately The justice and propriety of this rule, I have 
very sensibly felt on this occasion, in a case where so much may depend 
upon the lan.^ua|fc or phrases in which tlie witnesses express thcmsclvesp 
it would have been desirable that each should hare been left to the 
necessity of selectinfr his own lanjyuage to express his meaning. But ac- 
cording to the course pursued, each witness was at liberty to adopt the 
words which had been used by any other witness on the same point. The 
disposition of several of the witnesses to do so has, been very plainly mani- 
iested, by their answering, when interrogated as to my personal behaviour^ 
Aat it was the tame as had been represented by a prior witness. 

It is true gentlemen, that the Judge Advocate would not accept thei|i 
answers, anct I presume has not taken them down — but they neverthele^ 
shew the natural disposition of the witness to borrow the words of another^ 
and I have no doubt they have, very conscientiously, and often without 
knowing it, bo^ro^yed ideas also. 

Gentlemen, in these courts martial, where the members, among whom 
there may be great inequality of grades, are intended to be put upon an 
•qual footing as judges, care has been taken to avoid, as far as possible^ 
the influence likely to arise from authority. It is on this account, that the 
©pinion of the youngest member is :;hvays taken first. And it was on the 
same account, as I conceive, that the rule was established, that witnesses 
should be examined separately — that the younger miglit not be influenced 
III his testimony by what might be said by the superior. It would i% 
contrary to experience of the human disposition, to suppose tliat after a 
subaltern has heard two or tluee Generals and officers of higher rank thaa 
liimself testify, to whose authority ho is perhaps subservient, or to whose 
food word he may have owed, or expect to owe his promotion, he will be 
willing to contradict what his superiors have said, or even to make a rcs 
j»restM\lation which will vary from their's. 

If on any case, Sir, the weight of this sort of influence could be felt ox)l 
the testimony, the course pursued on this occasion would give it the fauv 
est scope. For the witnesses seem to have been arranged and produced iin 
the first instance, very much jcr.ording to their rank (except Colonel Mil- 
ler) after the generals had been examined, then came the subordinate. 
The exception to this general course as to Colonel Miller struck me as A 
little singular. I did not know ^vhy he should have been exantiined thii 
last, particularly as he was the highest officer of the regular army who 
had been engaged in the campaign. Me was with me during the whole 
time, and had the m(>st intimate knowledge of the transactions to which 
tlie other gentlemen testified. But when I found that Colonel Miller'a 
K'stimony was much le^s unfavourable to me, than the testimony of thj6 
witnesses who h.id prcrcd^d him ; and Uiat lie would not support them m 
the most material pirls of their testimony, I was at no loss to account fo» 
this course of proceeding. 

The next accusation which I shall consider, is specified under the 
f hargc of unofliccr-likc conduct, and refers to t^Q commcncetnept of the 
march oY the armr. 



08 

It i«, in Aubfttu'iCe, thai iVom the time I took the comTnand, I omitted u> 
exercise, inspect, train, review and order the troops. I cannot believe g;cn- 
tlcmen, that it Hill be necessary for nie to say nuich on this subject. I 
did expect that if any pan. of my conduct could have escaped the censure 
of my enemies, it would have been the manner in which 1 led the troop? 
thro«igh tlie wildei-ncss. When it is recollected, what an extent of road 
it was necchsary ioL' me to cut ; — that a g'reat proportion of tlic men were 
constantly employed in tliis duty — that those who were not so, were mosi 
gjcneraily fatigut-d with their turn of Uiis laborious service,—! believe th<5 
cc.irt will think with Col. Miller, that tliere was neither time nor oppoilu 
nity i'or tliat sort of discipline and exercise, which, under other circum* 
stAnccs, would have been proper. The commandants of regiments ha^ t: 
testilied, Uiat a.s to their respective commands, there was no omission oi' 
what was tlicir duty in this respect. The fault charged to me, h then, 
that \h the depllia of the forest, through which we were marchinc^, 1 did 
not call oif my fatigue parties, guards and advances, and go throiigli the 
ceremonies of military parade.— And yet, as if every thing that 1 could 
have done, must, in the opinion of my officers, be condemned— my omis- 
sions to have these parades, are not more severely censured, tlian my con- 
duct has been for making some display of tlie troops, and in passing tlicni 
in review, on some few occasions, when I thought it was consistent witli 
oursituation. When the corps ])assed me by sections, after we had crossed 
the Miami, Gen. M'Arthur thinks it was not a review — because I was not 
according to his experience, in the situation which a reviewing General 
ought to have been ; though he admits that the officers at the heads of sec 
tions saluted nic: — and he admits that it is possible he might have saluted 
me hinisoir. At the Hivor H&isii) I also passed the troops in review — I did 
tlie same at Sprinj^-wtdls, ami marched the troops from thence to Dctn;!*. 
and back. Ihii these parades seem to have excited tlie indignation vi 
General M'Arthur, as it did, according lu his testimony, of other oHiccrs — 
but for what reason, I have not been able to learn. The truth is, ihio 
from th«- niouiert we commenced our march, the troops were always under 
mv eve. 1 saw them on their line of march — I saw them in their W(;rkir.:.; 
parties, and in their encampnicnts. I thought it would be as rl«liculou^ as 
useless, to make ]>arudes in the midst of the woods — whenever the ccuiitry 
opened, so tliat tlierc was room for display, I availed riyielfof it — })■.>'. 
only ihrl I might sec the trooj)s, and put them in military arr:.y : l)ut J 
thoup;lit it would have a good cfFect to i>hew our line to the best ad\.*n1a^^.. 
at the. little st-ttlemcntb v.'hich wo passed — and on our arri\al in the ntj^-'i 
bourliood of Detroit. 

I .shall troubh^ the court witli nothing further in relation to this cluir^ % 
than the following quotations from General Cass and Colonel Miller%. 
lostimony. General Cass states that " from the time they left I'lbanr.:*. 
Jhe mnrch was conducted with all possible expedition. Thtrc \v.as m* 
*ime to discipline the troop.i." — Colonel Miller on his cross examination 
'says—" on th.c march there v. as no opportunity to discipline the tioopb. 
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rhe biifTues uftbenmrcli, andcuitingUicruwl, •nd making Uieenuup- 
menU, wero M iQuch u ilir iniopi coiild endure." 

Connected with Ihe accuiatian which 1 h»c lut nnsvercd, is inathcr, 
uhicli in in ntbitince, llul I did not, diu-lng tlic marcli, iircpnrc uiul mikn 
known in order of bBltlp. Tlmll prepared aiidpubi'mhrd ta order of nwirclj, 
is vimitted— > pUn of il.whidt hai been proved by teveral wilnesBCi, is 
bdbrr ynu, Ttiii pUn m oppeirt ftom tlic tcjitimonj' of ticner*! Via 
ttenraUcU' and ntlii^ witnonaes. ii that whicli vnE adopted by GcncrU 
Wiyne, in the expedition wliieli hecomrouideil wid nisrclicd throug'h ilie 
i»ine counlry. This order of march, wm in f»ct, sn order of battle — or 
stleMi, so little cbangc of t]ic dtsposition of the troops vas nMcsurj in 
cue of an attack, that itcaald bemndc in a niomiMit i uid'waa HOobviouH, 
that it noiild ncvec be miitiken. It is mnsrknble that ilie comtnandinp 
'ifficen, wliosff testimony was expected to Birpport thii ixcusstion, all 
!ny, thai Ibcy knew haw their reipeciite corpa were to form, in case qf 
nllaek — though, u they say, theyncvcr heard of any order of Battle. It 
lermi then, that anordcrof battle wis made knonti, — and tlic accuution 
must thni rest tlpon the allegation ; that the order was not made or pub- 
lished by mc. General Csse's testiroony on this lubject, ia as follow*. 

" I think when we arrived near the river Uumn, or bctveen that and 
Swin crwik, tlic commanding officers of regiments, under an cipcctatioa 
•fan altntk, upplicd W the ficneral — and he permitted ihem to form an 
■rder of bntttc. I dit not recollect that the Qenenl usIsluU in making ilu! 
anlcr. 1 lliutk the plan originated Willi Colonel Miller — I do not recol- 
lect Ifiat ihe order wax afterwards submitted to UeJicRd Hull. 1 prHumt 
there we* an orderly book, as orders were issued," 

Gcncml M' Arthur's testimony on this point is as follow^-" on tlie day 
we passed tlie river Uaisin, our marcli was about iiuie mika, and we en- 
Ramped near Swan creek. Uumors were among ilic inliabitants tliat we 
•hould be attacked by Indians who were aiiGemblod at the Huron, about 
ii» niilo in adtance — myself and Colonel Fiiidlaj- called on Uic Uenoial, 
jnd stated that Konic plan of battle ought lo be agreed upon. ]n the 
march my regiment was divided — a B:iiialiuji muiclied t>n each side at' 
the mad. In the rear of Colonels Findluy nnd Cass. I mentioned tu dir 
General that thus aituated, it was impossible fbr mc to he wiili both inj 
Battalioni, and I wished to he permitted, in eoao of attack, l« liirrn theni 
in one Unc. The General thought it would l>e well enough to do to. I 
suggested the propriety of my battaJions being tn {imKii on llic uurcb lit 
the rekF of the regiments, an ihst in caw of attack, 1 might nnins >b; 
regiment mund, nnd form the rear line of a hollow «|uarc. The tencml 
gave me hi» i^rmiraion to adopt this plan. I then left liim. H'hetlier titf' 
a-ilh htm or lUt / <fc llj 

Major Jetsuptestlfiei that lit 
i^nemlly iient to him by uaat^ 
udjutants and o 
throiaerly boskkfll 




ami Copt BulleR' wtio were sdJuUnU uf M'Anliur's and PindlayMbif. 
had prvasrvi-d tlii^.r's. Ii itufartunitlcly imppcni that tlieie boaks have not 
Unn liiijughv on by these gentlemen— haj tiiey been so, it would tlttn 
liaTcapiwnrcd wJiat onlcre 1 did isaue — ftml thiinuttcr H-mildnot liave been 
left tu llic uiiccrUin rccollectiDn of witnussi!]!. 

At I am nacuaedof Jurin^ omitled to isnteordon, unJ efhavin!; ciron 
iiIiprci|>'F ocdcrs, I ■ubmil 1o Ihc caun, nbother I had not a i-iglii lo r:!^^! 
tlialUicardcrly bniilcB whicli vewn- in liie posi»iion of witncswa briiu^i 
li)FH'«fil by Uie |ii'<i]iccution, would tiavc been produced ^ eipceially u I rt- 
•(ueitcd Mujir Jeisiip tnlg'lit be summoned with a dun* leriim, to bring be- 
Ibre xUe conn all ibe ofBcial ilooimcnts in faia pnsseation, and the orderly 
boob. But I proceed to examine titc tertimnnr, in ivlation to tile order of 
Jinttle. Colonel Miller te6t:fici—"TIi!lt an otiler of mnreh iras piibltihed 
St Urluuina — und was ^ncrally known lo llie army. — Tlivt the army com' 
monly marched according tu tliat order — It wjis my underrtinding, sirw 
Col. Idilla' thm in case of an ultack in ttont, mj Kegrimcnl was lo form the 
Une in fi^nt. In cue of an attuck on tile ri),'lil flank, we were to Ibnn by 
Jitein^the enemy — andaoincaic of an attack on tlie left. This was a gi-n- 
eral und«ntanding~-but 1 do not recollect lo have »een any oriler to tlii» 
llurpQtt. either written oT verbal. I unilerituod it from a con vernation with 
Gen. Hull, and I believe it was so uiiderutODd by |be other nfliecrs, Thr.' 
Ocnvral told me tlmt the order of march which he bed adopted, was that 
wliiclihadbcenpurjuedby Gen. Woyne. I know nothing to tlieconti'iij"-—' 
Col. Miller adds — " uf the Gcncrah having been almost always, when we 
W^ere on the march, in n situation to direct the movement! of the troopt-' 
forthegreaicst parlofilic time the Gen. rode near me in front — Mmetimca 
he passed tn the rear. Generally the army encamped in a hollow square. 
^ftcrvrc apprehended danger, we commonly formed a breait work, andeii- 
uamped within it. By a general order each line via to form in front of it.i 
Iriita. If atucked in camp. There was also a general order lor turning qui 
I lie troops by tups of ihcdrum, proceeding from bead quarters aloug llur 
line*. Tills meiboil was pracliaed, and the troops were called to atias cvc- 
(^ mornbi)^ before dttwn> by these signals." 

IbclEcve, ncnllemtn, tbat this is the wlioleof the teatimony on thi« point, 
Miich can be considered as of any importance. Tt cannot be disputed then 
but l)i:>ttliere was anitrder of battle. But Ceneral Cais's testimony secmi 
intended to leave an impression that tlie order did not originate witli nw— 
hut- that it was suggested by my officers, and adopted by tlicm with my 
rwiseiit — without my havinp given myself much tivuble about It, I can, 
[«t but think tbat in this instance, there is a display of U>c tpiril, wiUt 
B'iikb oitich of th(^ tesslinony has been given in this esse. It sccnis lo hiiVD 
been ilelcfiniucd tbat I shall ngt cveo share in the crnlil of any thing that 
was done, that ought to have been done, my olRcera claim every tiling liiki 
is meritorious as llieirs- 

nencntlC;LSE says, he does not recollect iihetlier I maUlcd in makiug. 
the onler— ir whether it was submitUd" to me after it wSa made. TUis [■ 
ini!:.ricf._ Tn 'vhirh 1' h c"!lr.:n)ely Mnfort-ini'o f'tr iile iliat llw 
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Ncolleetiou of Ike witnesses entirety laiU tliem, u to nikllerk ol' Uie gr«al- 
rit imporlnncf. and which might be dc cUive, if in my fuvour, aa w tlic par, 
lie ui»r accusation ; while Iheir memories Korre iJicm witli mmarkiible eoN 
reetncM and niiiiutenciB, u to circutnsUinccs which are unfavourable to 



I hope I may he permitted to digres^i si> fu la to remark inulher in- 
Btai)C« of the unfortunaU: want of rt:CoUect>on, tliuugli it rclatca tg a dif- 
ferent paint. 

Major Jeaiiip after having dated tint he came to me in the fort, afLer the 
flag- wa» lioialtd on the I6ih of Auguit — iLdds — " I enquiml ofthe (ieneril 
were ubout to aurrender — ibe General aaid something 
about the enemy's foKC, and itomctliing about lernu, wlilch 1 do not re- 
collect"— Major Jvaaupilicngoetontoiitnle very pu-ticukrly whatheuiiil 
tome to exprcia hia itrong aversion to the BUrrendcr. 1 have surely great 
I rc^et that Major JcsbU|i's memory would not enable him Ut 
■tate whftt 1 aaid, Wh4:n it might ha^ve been so important to shew ilic nro' 
(ires of my conduct— while every ihing tlui be said to me, which wjs cal- 
culated tn act his own conduct in tJic most favourable point of oiew, made 
ao deep an Impression on hia mind, iliiii he could undertake to relali* the 
id uiud But to return to what respect* lUe ordci; 
of battle. 

General M'Arthur states that afler, on his iug^c»tion, be had lettled 
■with mc, how he was to iming liiv Keg in caie of tin attaclc^ssya — " I then 
left the (kneral— whether I Itfi the other officers with him or not, I do nut 
know." It app.'ar» then, that this a-rangemiit about Iho order of battle, 
wax concluded in the presence of other officers— ahat olheii, GemTal 
DTArthuv doe* not slate. Col. Miller sjys be iiadersiood frmn conveita- 
tions with me, what was to be the di&pusitian of liis corps in case of an at- 
tack. 

Thus it appears thulCol. M'Artbur, (kil Casi, Col. FindlayandCoL Mil- 
ler all knew what they were to do, ifan enemy w«« to approach us. What 
ibundation is there then for a. ehar^ tliat no order of batik was made 
known ! If the subordinate officers were not instructed as to their duty lu 
theevcnt of an attack, was ii not the faultof these commandants of eorpf, 
snd not mine? Suppose Iberchad been no written order ul'bittle— but that 
after the order of march, which so nearly approBchcd tht order of bailie, 
had been Ibrmcd, I had eipluined to the commundanls thu dupoaiUoit I in- 
tended, in case of an attack — could any ijian say I was deficient in duty, 
tKcauae I bad not explained my intentions in a written order / I believe iw 
cne acquainted witli military hiatoryor practice will think a tieneral is 
iiound to make an r.rpaiwe of hia platti, in every orderly hook in hia array. 
If tlie witnesses, on wliose opinions the>e charges and spcciiicalioni, have 
been fivmcd, have entertained such erroneous ideat ti( the duties of a eom- 
mandcr, ta this accusation seems to indicate, I hope, now tliat nunc ot ilicm 
have attained a ratik which may give them the command of armies, Ibcy 
irn, tliat by giving a general publicity in i 
L'«>g09,iaca»cd'u]klUckjt willbc a dcpar 
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and thM thejr may t^fitti thneby g4ve tlieir enemy ft 
hig intbrmition which he augUi not to ha»c. 

As to the order of butUe at nig-hi i it ii prored by the tMtimony ofCol. 
SOner >h»l t.h»t wta settled by a general order, which wm mude kunvn to 
■11— anil when the court considers what was tlie ntture of our liriM of 
marcli — how nearly iiappronchcd the only ordcrofhaille, which could htve 
I>ecn proper in tlie varfare whidi we wei-c to expect — how in«tuntly the 
urder of march was made the order of battle — and consider alio, tlwt I vru 
alwayi at tlie head of the troopa while they were on the mardi< — I .iiu por- 
maded the court will think there La no fuundition for ihia accuaat-un— If 
it hw not originated in malice, it certainly lias in ignorance. I am unwil- 
ling to detail! the court longer on n charge, which in my own opinion, in 
•uiBcientty answered. But 1 know I ouglit not to pUao to toiicri confi- 
denoe in my own opinion, aa not lo avail mywlf of any ihing which may 
have in infiuence on the opinions of oihen. I must tlieretgre, advert to 
other icslimnny. which I beliei-e, ought to be conclusive oti ll»» point, I 
nenn my letlcrs to the war department. Those to which I shill reft-r IVw 
thi* purpose, the court wUl recollect, were read by Uic Jiid^ advocate. If 
Ihadoflered Iheni, they certainly would not hive been concluaivecvidencc 
in my favour — but wlicn introduced on the partof tlie prosecution, ao l»r as 
they e(t»bli»U any thing in try favuur, they arc a^ good evidence as tliejr 
are to prove any thing ngiinsl me. It nould he a manifest violation or 
justice, if this sort of testimony should be rcBorlcd to lor my criminalilin, 
and I should not h« pmnilled to avail myself nf it, so far as St might serre 
(or my exculpation. It ia a general rule, which apjilica to Itie aJmlniMin* 
lion of justice in all courts, that wherever a document ia read by one sidei 
llie whole of it beeomcii evidence, of which either p»rly rnay avail himsclf. 
I beg leave to remind tlie eSurt that this rule has hiren acknowledged by 
the Judge advocate. The court will recollect, that in Ibe course of the 
(lamination ofCnpt. t^illcr. Major Parker ohjeiiii^d to luke down his an- 
* iwer to a question wliicli I put lo the witness, as being unnecessary, be- 
cause the fact as lo which I interrogated him, visa sufficiently proved by 
fiiy IclifTi-s If) the Secretary at war. In my letter, dated Solomon' ajtoijn, 
ISth June, 1S12, Isay — " my ord<rr|of march ■» in two columns, with ilron]» 
front and rear gtmrds. The columns flanked by the HRemcn and cavalry, 
inhere the g»oimd will admit^-thc baggage, provisions, Si,c. between the 
columns. Tiie artjiy lias been praetiscd fiwrn tlie two columns to form tftt> 
I linct, cither in from, rear, or on cillier flank— or to form a square facing 
[ ■ tiiltward— my orderof encannimcnt ntnight, is a aquiite, facing outward^ 
v^Uinll tlie hags:age in the centre, he." 

^ My1etTer«of Uic'i'lili June, 1613, from near Blaitcltard'a creek, inclosed 
fii the Secretary at war the OPfL-r of march which haa been given in evi- 
dence. Amnlig the inanuKripi note* subjoined to tbat order, i> one in ihc 
' following words—" The columns are in a aitnulion to form two IJKcs i« 
■front, rear, or oneillicrfliulk, or toformaaquare.'* 

r After ibcae obwrvutions, 1 cannot hnl he uiititfied, Ui4t the court will 
tljinfc llmt th're witsnogroundfBT chargiiigoiuirith nBglccting to ditcl- 



^tine and review my ti^ps, or omitting^ to prepare, and make known ttRj^ 
order of battle. 

Tile next accusations that I shall consider are, that I neg^lccted to repair 
and put in order the cannon at Detroit, and to put the place in a stale of det 
fence— that I did not seasonably repair and put in a state of service, the at<- 
tillery necessary for the operations in Canada ; and that 1 did not transport 
them to the enemy's shore, as soon as I ought to have done. I have already 
had occasion, incidentally to notice these accusations— and I shall give dq 
further answer to them than to refer the court to the testimony of Capt. 
DcUiba. He states that, when I arrived at Detroitr-i-" The fort was gea- 
erally in good order, and in a good state of repair"—- on his cross examina- 
tion, Capt. Dalliba says—-" The fort was in the state of defence I have de- 
scribed, except as to some immaterial matters on the 4th day of July, be- 
fore the arrival of the army. Afterwards something was done with th» 
ordnance stores, and mounting the cannon. But every thing designed for 
the defence of tlie fort, exclusively, was completed on tlie 4th of July,-*- 
After the General's arrival at Detroit, industry and exertions were used to 
put in order the field pieces and heavy artillery for the siege of Maiden. 
This was done (says the witness) under my superintendance, and by order 
of Gen. Hull." 

This witness was examined on the 8th of Peb. four days afterwards— on 
the 12th he is again called by the Judge advocate, and thert he testifies as 
follows : *« I had before stated that no alterations had been subsequent to 
tlic 4th of July for defence of the fort. Some few artificers immediately after 
the arrival of Gen. Hull, went to work to repair and mount some heavy 
cannon on trucks, to be placed in the batteries on the banks of the river; 
and some repairs were made to tlirec brass field pieces, and a small quan- 
tity of ammunition was fixed for them — But no older was received to my 
knowledge, to prepare the heavy field artillery until after tb<; army went 
to Canada. 1 have the order, and think it was dated on the 15th or 16th of 
July." 

1 have already made some remarks on this testimony, and stated that the 
order was in fact given on the 14th of July — until that time tlie aKificershad. 
been otherwise employed. I will remind the court here of the objection 
oHcred— and which was over-ruled by the court, to this mode of re-ezam« 
/ning a witness. If to examine the witnesses in the presence of each other^ 
be a departure from the usages of courts Martial, it is certainly a much 
wider and more important deviation from that usage, to call up a witness, 
and to allow him to make important alterations in his testimony, after h© 
has been listening for days to the testimony of other witnesses. 

I now mark this irregularity, as I conceive it to be, for the sake of pre- 
.senting it, as well as the fact of all the witnesses having been, pursuant 
TO a determination of this court, examined in the presence of each- other, 
\o the attention of the high officer, who has authority to review these pro* 
ceedings. Colonel Miller testifies tliat he «• discovered no want of execu. 
"ion, in respect to preparing the heavy and light field artillery, after tit* 
2ri;iy arrived at Detreit." 

10 
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Uonwil Taylor uji — " I believe no time wu lost in prepan.tioiu — tim- 
ber and some large wheele were got out." A^in tlip same witncsB My^— \ 

Ulal he visited the arlificers every day, lo hurry tlie prepapations, with i 

orders from General Hiill~" and I mustiaj, (tddt tbe v,■itnE^3El] that Gen- I 

eral MifU shewed ^reat anxiely Jii getting the artillery ready. I pt^ I 

lexT« Ui malcc one remark on this Unguage of Genertil Taylor's, which I ' 

am iwftre may have the appearance of bein^ bypocritical. But I beg tba I 

indulgence of the court, 'till I hai-e Mlplained my reasons for noticinff « ' 

circumaluice apparently trivial. Wby should General Taylor preface hi* 
twtimony of this fact in my favour, with (he phrase " 1 must say." It i 

aeemi, as it^ to state any circumstance farourable to me, was the result of | 

a compulsion, to which his mind unwillingly submitted. In this instanctt 
he speaks like a peaitent, who^e conscience obliges him tu make Uie aC' J 

tnowledgment of a fiici. which his incliniition would prompt liim to con- J 

ceal. I had a right to expect that when the witnesses cuutd tetnify any I 

thing in ray favour, Ibey would apeak in the same unreserved lonpiagw I 

which they Used, Hrhtn they intendird lo expose my misconducL Upon f 

noat occuians, observations on cireunstancci apparently so light, might 
not be proper of ncc?ssiuy. But (Gentlemen, I beg you to recollect, that 
the wiuesses have undertaken to interpret my lotka — and have ventured 
to infer from my ttuntmanee, from my afiptarana and manner what waa 
parsing in my mind, and by wh.it motineii I was actuated. They have not 
hesitated to expreis opinions, derived from no other indications— who^ 
they knew tl^t these opinions might affect my honour, and my life. It 
cannot be improper then, that I should ;i9k yon to remark even llie slight- 
cft npreMion of a witness, which I may tliink will betray the disposition 
with which be testifiea. It Is with relactance, tlut I attempt to impeach 
the testimony ofany witness who has been called against mc. I hare been 
taught to venerate a soldier from my infiney. I know that the profeasion 
of arms ^nerally adds lustit: to tlie most noble virtues. But I know that 
men do ni:- ' e their natures by becoming soldiers, nor by attaining; 
the most •levited rank ; and when they can reconcile iL to tliemaelfcs la 
accuse me of eowardice, from appearances so fallacious ; surely I may 
remai'k that expretiions they hare used, indicate bias, partiality or pre- 

Without detaining the court witli a particular rccapituktiftn of mm* df 
the evidence on this point, I ahsll content myself with referring the court 
to the very important and decisive leslimony of Captain Uyson — to iha 
testimonyofCaptajn Bacon, and firtilly to the tesliraonv of Mr. Watson— 
who saya that after my arrival ul Detroit, no man could have been more 
indavtrioua and indefatigable than t was. I proceed to a new subject, and 
shall now iQake my defence against the accusation, which i< in substance ; 
thai I did not avill myselfof the opportunity, which the defeat of the 
Enemy, by Colonels Cass and Miller, and their possession of the bridge 
over the river aux Canards, on the eighteenth of July, afTordcd of making 
an attempt on Maiden ;—uid that I did not maintain postcssion cf the 
Vr]dg(. 
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This fonnsthesisth Bppcificalion under die charge of nnofficet-likc 
conduct. 

The txposition which I hive already presented, of my viewK»nddeaipi» 
when I crossed to Cunada, would, 1 humbly correive, afford a sufRcient 
answer lo lliese accuaslions I did not think il cipedient to attack Maiden. 
Mndcr any cirrumBtanccs which existed, previm'a lo our leaving Cinada. 
Why 1 Ihoiii^hl it expedient, I havp ftlresdy esplained. The advantPM* 
which I thought were lo be irained by delay— a repBrd which my order* 
compelled me to pay to the eecuritv of my own posts — the ne^esgity of 
keeping open my commimi cation, the certain consequeneoB of defeat— aiJ 
the prohable eonicquencci of victory — have all been considei^d in making 
my defence against Ihc charge of nndiie delay in Caniida. Iflwasiu*lj- 
flabte, or cTcneic-iisiibk, in deferring thf attack on Maiden, T must he so 
in hawing omitted lo avail myself of the po»*es«ion of thebridee — and in 
not hiring attempted tu maintain it It would have Iteen ibiiinl to h»Te 
attempted W maintain a post jo far in advance, unless it was with a vieW 
loan immediate movement on Maiden. Bui I beg the court to advert to the 
dite of 'his transBCtinn. It was not on Ihe eighteenth of July ai mention- 
ed in the specific It; on but on the seventeenth as appears by my Icller 19 
Col-inplCm, This was Ibc fifth day nfler we moved into Canada— at that 
*ime -lie dellbcmlloiw of my offirera inCanndn, had uniformly resulted in 
the exprewion of an opinion thiit the attempt on the enemy's fortress 
■honld bf» deferred till ihe artillery was preiiared. And it was imrae- 
diat-'lv ^f'er the cnmiril at Sandwich in wllirh Colonel Clss himself, 
as vppeirs livthe testimony of Judt^e ■Wilherell. had advised that the al- 
tacV mi M'iden Khoidd not he made without cannon. 

My views in sending this detachment or rather in pcrmitlitic Col. Caas !■ 
march il appears from his testimony — I rn ;int it ni b reconnoiterins paMy. 
and hy no means intended that the cnmmandinp: officer should pursue me»- 
•lUTii which might eiposc Ihedetachmint lo be sacrificed, or oblige Ine to 
•bandon the system I had adopted, by leading mv whole urmy lo its sup- 
JwrL Col. Cam testilief , that a day or Iwn after Col M'Arthiir was de- 
tached to the river French, be (Col. CastJ ntqiiesled me to permit him to 
reconnoitre the ground liclween Sandwich and Mnlden — that 1 did permit 
it, and a detachment of 380 men were ordered for that »ervice. 

Gercral Tavlor states, that he was present when news arrived that CoL 
Cass lioU taken llic Alls Canwds bridge—" That I expressed my astonish^ 
incnt that Col. Cass should have commenced hosti!iti*<— as 1 was not ready 
Vith the artlllc'T — that I appeared to be irritated, because Col. Cass had 
taken upon himiielf to act, without my authority — the detachment having 
only been sent out for observation." 

It cannot be doubted but ihal. General Cass knew my views, and the oh* 
'hmeni — How far he was jufititiable i 
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mdpoandi tt» aem thaaon apncl me aadweAtmm 
•Seen, loog bcfacr dwv bad malnred ilwir R 
Mmd fioM Mc, bytEiual nokftn to mT penea, had far»ed» plWtOf 
vbicb I firm); faclirre tliH vu a put, to pkce ■« ID aack a (itoitioa as 
maid obLgv ntF to b« obedient ta tlicir kIicmcs. Ifia; tha^ met m fill 
«>■ dons, Ibcf vaay cUin all Uie iBcrii— la €aat vT dinMcr. tbe Uane 
Aonkl a*i]y tc tlirown on the coiamaiKlifi^ GcscraL IT I had ted ifae ar* 
ij to tbe Canard*, which ptobaMy I muil have door, to baic maiaUincd 
the bridge, iiutead or it> being alle^d againit me aa a cnmc. Ibat 1 tlid 
pot do to. do JUD not beliere Gentleimn in caM W had heea defeated. I 
■boold hive been ebarg^d with miacoaduct, in hlTiftg acted ia oppoution 
lolhe *dv|ceof all ilic council*, not to moreen Slalilcn, wilboat anillery ? 
Aiul vhcn ii ii cofuittcr>nl that CoL M'Arlbiir u-ai absent with a lar^ dc- 
tiebmcot — ibit I had recciTcd no inletligence tmni hinw-tbat 1 wax uiuler 
^ml iincaaineta un hia accoinit — 1 do ibink that if 1 lad left bin) in nf 
var, and with only part of mj annv, had t^en grounds, wliich mlg-tit hare 
bem the field of ■ gvneral action vilh llie enemj'i wliulc force, whidi trur 
tb<'i>, cither ill respect to ita regulars, militia or Saiigei, una±cciuincd, 
and at thai time but incoiuideruhlj' weakened bj- desertion, I sliuuld ham* 
been hl(;)>)f culp:J>le. Col. AlillcT's account of this transaction i« ai Mr 
Io«F»^'' In answer to > meua^ KDt la Gen. Hull, lie sent as m onlcr to 
Kttim. The purport of his message vai, that be tould not soon be retdy 
Ibr ilic aliicic on Maiden— and could not think of dividing tlie arnij. \fe 
Ihi'ii «T-j'e lo iiini iiwl preiscd in ilrong- terms Ibc r.ecessitv cfniiiintaimng 
the bridge. In answer to winch, lie sent a written liiicrciionary order to 
OS, es4)rcs»inp his aniicty aboui Gen. M' Arthur, Sic." — Tliis order bos bceiv 
proved. It is in llie following- words, 

" Siindu ich irth July, 131:?. 
Sir, 
I hate rcci'ivcd your letter of this morning. To my astonisliment 1 have 
not received tlic Icust infurmation from M'Artliur. It is |X)s^ible some- 
' thing tinpleasjnt ha* taken place. It will priibubly be a week before the 
c»nnon will be mounted. I am sensible of ilie advantage of holJiiig the 
bridge. I would not however, hazard too much for the purpose. Tiie 
enemy may pas* the ford above and come in the rear. I will bowcicr 
leave to your discretion an<l Col. Miller's, under all llie circumstances oF 
the case, to do that which you judge most expedient. Twelic miles arc a 
great distance — and the enemy can eillier land in boats above the mouth of 
Ihe rii cr, or jiaas at the ford to attack you. Vou know tJic ground bcttet 
than I do, and as I before observed — I will leave tbe measure and tlie (brct> 
to your discretion and Col. Miller's and the best mode of security to flic 
party." 

I im very respectfully, your most 
Obed, Scrvt. 

W. Hull B, General 
Col. Cms. CodiiuuhIk'. 



Col. Miller further testifies that «* upon the receipt of this letter, the %f: 
liecrs were called together, and it was decided, that unless the bridge, be^ 
xBg 12 or 14 miles from our camp, and only 4 or 5 from the enemy, could 
be supported by our whole force ^ we had better return, and that as we bad 
not the disposition of the whole force, which was thought necessary, ir« 
ought not to take Ihe responsibility." 

This testimony I think dcvelopes too plainly to be misunderstood the 
design of these proceedings. I was to be compelled to abandon my OVR 
plans and to adopt those of my oiHccrs. I was to be co^ipelled to lead my 
whole force in a manner, under the walls of Maiden, without being proTi« 
ied with artillery — and I was urged to do this by the commandant of the 
detachment, who, but a day or two previously, had given a decisive opinion 
In council, that the attack on Maiden should not be made until the ordnance 
was prepared. But when it was found that my order left the ofScera^of 
the detachment a discretion, and tliat if any attempt to maintain the bridge 
should be attended with any disaster, the officers must share the responsL 
bility — then there was no doubt as to tlie measures to be pursued. It would 
have disappointed the whole design, if I should escape any part of the 
odium. 

But however this affair of the bridge has been magnified, it is a fact, that 
the possession of that pass by the enemy, never was contemplated as an 
obstacle to a movement on Maiden. They in truth, never attempted t« 
maintain possession of it. Col. Cass's rencontre was only with a reconnoit* 
cring party. According to the testimony of Col. Miller, they saw no more 
than 50 of the enemy — He says tliey had about 25 men on the bridge, and 
about 25 on our side, and that some men were discovered in the woods. 
After this, there were, as appears from the testimony of dol. Cass, repeated 
detachments sent from Sandwich to the bridge. They always found it un- 
occupied by the enemy. It could then have been no object to have moved 
the army to that post, until the attack on Maiden was determined "upon. 

It is curious to observe what trivial and irrelevant circumstances ingentl* 
ity can bring together to create false appearances. Some of the gentlemen 
who were prisoners with the enemy at the time of this transaction, have 
been produced to testify that when accounts reached Amherstberg that 
our detachment had appeared in the Aux Canards, it created great con- 
sternation, and it was intended that it should be believed that the enemy 
were ready to abandon their post at our approach. But :t turns out upon 
further examination firom witnesses of tlie same description, that the dis- 
position to fly was only manifested by tlie town's people, who tiiought it 
unnecessary to expose their persons and effects in a place which was like- 
ly to be invested. This, so far from evidence of an intention to yield the 
place witliout contest, is not an unfrequent measure when the mobt obsti* 
nate resistance is intended. In my letter to the Secretary at war of the 19tk 
July, I mention the affair at the Aux Canards Bridge, and say great credit 
19 due to Col. Cass and his detachment for firmness — ^Col. Cass and the 
other volunteers, when supported by the proportion of regulars whick 
were with then in tids first encoimter \7ith any enemy, I did thisk cfedit 
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' wJifleSif, IferfmysejrbminiHo acknoff ledge the llbewUty witb wUek 

Ilwvebecii Ircated by ilie Judge Advocate in the crmrsc of ihU trial, and 
thedelicscy willi whicli lie ha* in general refrained fi-om rqicating'ibeadi' 
ous epithets which xre so profuaely anil wantonly used in liie ipecilicaiioni. 
I cannot but regret, diii h^ li.is in respect lo tliis ch>r^ deported Inimliw 
general obiemncc ; and tUat he should upon audi etidence is was befive 
him have tliought himself juatitiiblc in imputing; to me misconduct on this 
«c^«ian an uatleis waste of Jbteriam bhad. 

Sir, tlie American blood that wu spilled in tlie canlesl at Brownstowa 
was glorinusly shed. It purchasL-d a victory thai did Jionour to our ntnta-- 
True it was incfrcetiially shed — but to lay the fa.ilurc of the cnicrprixc la 
me and to repraoch IDC with this waile uf bloud, is aa luijust at it is iii* 

' I dsllot understand thai I am supposed U have done wrong in senilin|- 
tttedetadiment.orin nottnukingilof greater force — By the teslitnony of 
Col. Miller, it appsan that be marched with GOO men instcud of jOO, a> ia 
mentioned in the specification — But the miscotid\ici imputed lo me is as 1 
understand soUly that I omitted to supply. Col- Miller iritli provisions after 
tbe buttle at Brouiuiloa'n. 

With respect lo the want of provisions it appears that the detachment 
was amply provided when it left Uutroit. Tlie marcli tliey were to pcrforai 
was about 30 miles— aiul Col, Miller slates tliat they were fumialied with ^ 
•upply for two days, when tliey set out— ^ut (lie says) the provisions wer« 
tiiTowii away widi the mrn's knapsacks when they were attacked — aiid 
tbou^ he represents the cikemy to have hccn entirely bealen, and so far 
driven from him, from oifliis routei lliat Captain Maxwell went from liini 
10 Brownstown and back, snd reporUd that the enemy were alt gone — and 
tltough Col. Milier stales tliat he relumed lo the battle ground witJi liis 
whole force and was in fuel undisturbed on tlial ground nearly two day*— 
yet be saya in lii> cross-csamination tliat the provisions were not recover* 
cd, because he could nolsutTerhis men to separate and take iliem Up. 

[ cannot conceive what necessity there could have been for his men's *ep. 
anitiris- It a[>pcars lo me lliat lie would only have had to march his wbole 
delBchmeni over tlie ground where the attack was made and the pravistont 
might hare been recovered with as much security to tl>« detaclunent, u 
« hen tlicy were remniniuff inactive in Ilic position lo which they had re- 
trogadcd- Col. Miller in his account of tliis troniinetion slules, that he con- 
sidered lllat his victory opened the communicatiiin' to the rivci' Raisin ftlir- 
£eii'nlly(br himtnhavc proceeded — that on the evening of the diiy on wliicb 
the balUc was fooglil (that U on the 9tli) he sent Mjjor Snellmy to make 
a report lo me to inform me of the foia of provisions — and lo request tliat 
1 would send boat* or wagjjons witli provisions, and to take back the 
wounded. He was also lu request a reinforcement for Ci.1. Miller— wliich 
Col. ihlillcr on hb cross examination says he suggested should be frojn 130 
lo 300 men. 

Col. Miller .also sLites that Col. 5r.\rtliur came down llic next morning 
^Lhut is on the lOiIi) ivitli 6 or y boals, iuid broiiijlil with him no more \t4» 
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TKo bsfrcU uf Uour, one barrel of park, and half a tiarrel of wiiis- 

That the place where tlie batlle \taK fougbl. wai aboul 11 niila: 
ttem Detroit, and IG to l)ie itvor Kaitin. b«ti*e<Mi Magua^a and 
Brownstonn : it being tnte in llie ilaj' hefare tbe wounded men could 
be got nn boanl tbe boat', he knew that lie ciiiild not get through bc- 
ibre the next night (that is the 1 1 th] piOTins as caulioiitly at tlicy 
ouglil to do. That the men ctill complaining of hunger, be concJuded 
that he conJd scad to Detroit that evenins (that i> ibe lOtb] and hare 
pmriKions the next moriiin^. That he accordingly sent an expmss to 
me on the CTcnlD^ of the 10th, reqpiesting that I ironld seoil him two 
ilm.Tii prorisioni. That no meEsenger from me came to him unlit luo- 
dowD the neil day (that is the llth.) That the mcisengcr Hirivincd 
him that he ]iad been delained by hi« losing his way. Thai this bjcs- 
lenger brought hiin an order from mo to return to Detroit, and tnn>rm> 
cd hiiD (hat he iTould lind provUions at Uic river Eeord. ThalOB the 
(vne eveohig he look up his march for Detroit, and arrived there the 
next day, the I2th. That his Ibrcc was 280 regulars and 320 niilitis, 
tome of the Mtcbigao mjlitiu. atid sonie of the Detroit hone. Tlial. 
theiuilitia behaved well. That his Ion was IT killed and Hi wauu(l«i]. 

Sir. it tias alwars appeared to me most unacconn tabic, that Colonel 
Miller, after he had di^poscil of his ivounded men. on the Itllb, aoil 
when, according to bin oivn tettimonj, bo causiderud that his rictorj 
had opeoed the eomruunicatlon to tliu river lUir-in, did tiot proreed ;- 
he hod bnt IG mites to march ; he remained in the pocilion h«i bad tk- < 
kcit, from the cveaiDgof the lOlh, nlion be hud cmharkeil bis ivound* 
ed men, nntll the cvenii^ of the 1 Tth, that i< 21 houri, when ho might 
lure accomplished hi« march, a.% I should thiok, in 4 or S liDon. At 
the end of it he n-as sura. Dot only to meet the provieiunx be was sent 
to etrnrt, but a strong reinfurcement fhim the dctadimrnt under Gap- 
tjin Bnish. He mjR, howevor, that on the cvenSng of the lOLh. be 
determined to lialt where he was. aud to wait the n'turii of an «r- 
preti from me, because he -ihoiild be obliged to mQVO i«i(h eo mncli 
I'autioo that he knew he could not get through until the nest night. 
A very extraordinary caution, indeed, mutt Iiave been iieceiiEarT, that 
< ould have retarded, for to b>ng a time, the march of a tiody of troopi 
lor 16 miles, through a iipace, which it had hern asccrtainrd, hy (hn 
report of Captain IHaxivell, wa« as far as Brownitown, at least, free 
n CQomy. But if the want of prnviitonn ni« a rewmn for not 
proceeding to the river Raisin, why did not Colonel .Miller putb on lo 
Brownstown ? There was an Indian scllttmitnt which, without dnubt. 
was, Bl least, capaljlo of supplying hit iramrJiate watitsi and from 
which he could not bare been distant but a very lot* miles. If lllere. 
iie coiiTd have got but one meat lor hit Iroopn, it dw* npptiar to ut ' 
ihat there would not iaiv been any ^rrti inJ'-rprife ;n unier'.iili 
1! 
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''cwli of |]i£ir rcgiiDrDtj. That in llir evening Icune along t»daA- 
"cd if Ihcyivere ready to march. The wltneise^ anKwored thai ibry 
" were noL— but as usual had not a bile of any thing to cat. TLtX I 
" said the dclarhnicat must not lie delajed— and iliat 1 would tend 
" provi'iion after Ihem." The wilnrss then gives an arcount of the pro* 
cecdings of the detachment 'llll iL^ return to Detnut—aud slatei that 
they never receired any proTtsioDs from llie fort. 

I cannot but tliink that this acconut of General .M'Artliur'i con- 
dncl, thutigh given by himtelf, will exi-ite the surprise of llie court. 

He H-aroideredUi march a rlelachmeot at about ISoVlork- Heiloei 
Dot move 'till evcnlni. and then I hnd that lie has not obeyed tJie orili^r 
Ilu gives me to understand tbat he has been waiting for prorininnt. If 
there ivas no order for prorisious, irh; did he not applj to me on the nub- 
]Kt? But thtre was one.and I think G«ncral M'irthur'g testimony iheni 
it. When he sees me be docs not complain of the »ant ofan oiiJer, but 
that he camiot get the provitioni. If there nas an order, and the prtiper 
officer did not obey it, why was not the disabcdipnee rppnrtcd to me ? In- 
Itcad ofpursuing so obvious a eouroe. Colonel M'Arllmr diose ratiier to 
remain in his catnpS or C hours. And if I had no! accidentally met nitl) 
bim, how much longer he would bare considered bis delay warranted by 
the lamc cnuHc, it li impossible to say. It doci .ippear to me thai (his 
conduct of General M'Arlhiir is very unaccountable. IVrhaps he had 
no ittclinatian for the service he had been ordered to perrorni. or it ntay 
be, that he thought that by the delay, or by going without prorixions 
he would bring blame on me. The behaviour uf General M'Artburnp- 
on tliesc two oocastotis, that is to tay. in respect to the prortcioBS wbieh 
Iw was to take for Colonel Miller i and in respect to prnviiloni for his 
own detachment. It appears to m« manfr<:sts very simngly that IlKifV 
nasiome bidden motive for hii conduct — and in this last inetance there 
is a my.stery which I am sure U not explained by any thing he has said. 
I( never can be believed that he waited somanybourswlety for the pur- 
pose of obtaioing an order lor provisious i or if he had an order, tint 
lib <lelay was merely liir the purpose of having it executed. If his on- 
ly object had been to procure provisions, the means of doing so by an 
iipplicalion lo me ivcrc so obviouK and direct that he could not have 
hesitated to pursue it. But if Ibc court will recollect that at this 
lime the con-iplracy lud been formed to take the command from rac : 
and that General Cain, in his letter to the government has stated that 
Iho execution of it was only prevented by liit and General M'Arlhur'f 
having been Kenton tliic detachment, it may account for the conduct of 
these offlners. Tlie delay ivas possibly to mature their plot and It- 
pul it in practice. 

If General M' Arthur iras on hit tiial for mNconduet In relation U 
Ihein transncliom I am persuaded that bii testimony ought ratiier to 
cciivlct him tliau me. 

Bo: I did mp measure; fur r.ipplylng the detarhrapnt «ilh th» ne- 
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eesary proviJioi)S — Atj infonnuUon front Caploiu Brush iviu Uiat he 
would be OB bia maitb vfUIi \be jirovhtout uudi>r |jh escort, hUU Uic 
•ipectatMoorraceliDEadulachfncntfioin OeuoU lor bis support. 

It appeared to me that not • rniiment ouglil la be lott lii soiidiu^ a 
force to meet hint, and whent (biiiHl that Goueral M' Arthur liad deliij- 
eil to i-xecutc mj orders fur so manj' boiin, ( detcriiiiuvd tint L)ie de- 
parture of the detachmeat should be no longer [HntjKtiiad — I thi:rrcf(ire 
ordered it, to mEircb. and determined to send provision* aller it mi pack 
horEU. I tmni^diatelj' %nrc tbc ueecssary ordcr::.to the acthi; coinmitsa- 
ty geoeral for that purpose. This is proved by tlic tutimony of Gene- 
ral Tiiylor. He says that ontbe l4lhof August I did give biman order 
to furnish pack horses to carry prorisimis for the dctacbinent going t^ 
the River Raisiu. nodcr Colonels M*Artbur and Cass; that be did not 
know thai Uie proiitions fcere scut, but the pack^ones were fiirniehed 
for the purpose, and he preturao the provisiont were sent. That I 
gave all the necosiaryarden for undiog them is certain: aud if my or- 
ders were not complied with, I do not think that I ain the person that 
onght to be called ts answer for it- It never can (» expected that % 
commaniling officer ibould not only giveordcrs, but tliat he tliould attend 
to the eiccution of the details. There vras. as Mr. Watson has tCKlified, 
a want of system in every departmrnt nf the army, wbtcb It was iinpc«- 
sible for me to rentedy : becau«c the beaiis of tbein were totally iiici> 
perioaced. Hoivever the fact is. that the profLiions in Uiis case were 
sent. But as tite detacbmont, pnnuant to my orders, took an unusual 
!Un] obscure road, the guides, as I hare heard, milled the provi^oos, 
and they were not beard ol before tbc surrender. 

In the 7tbspeciGcation, under the charge ofun-officer-likc conduct, ia 
assembled a variety oraccusatiotis. The first is a little incongruous in 
its languiige. It is elated that the enemy having erected batlerifu oppo- 
site to Detroit— I was from the 1 Uh day of Augutt Id and including tlM 
ICtb day of the same mnntb, guilty of a neglect of duty in not prcvcnN 
lug the enemy from erectii^ the said batteries. It would be an answer 
to this charge to say that I could not have prevented the cfcclion of 
batteries which it is statt^d were already in eiiitenee. But though I 
thhik there are many incongruities of the xamc nature io the specillca- 
tioDi ; I have not attempted to avail mywlf of them, and shall no fur- 
ther notice this. 

Tbe Court will obserre that thli accnsattonix connected with and [o- 
deed •nlirely rests upon a previous allegation, that I well knew thai 
these batteries were erected by the enemy with au intclilion to annoy 
Detroit, aud with a design to farilitate Itic invasion of the Mii^igui 
territory. The fact ia that I had uo itich kuoivledge; I had 
pcrsuuioQ that the enemy would not invade our territory. 1 did ht 
iicTc that the war on their part would be entirely a dcfc.tn 
and that these balteriei were only intended ftr the defence oftbcir own 
siiares-'l adeail. sir, that my opiclcni in ihJe r'rrpr':! ^uh<#TUfnf rmii: 
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liavc pnivodi wero entirclj^ crniimnis, But IcanoolhcIicTR Uialaoib' 
take bi opiniMi or juilgurnt h to tw imiiUhrtl u n crinie. Tlli« wuulil 
be l<:is > dcfuicc ta ui accusatiou ol'tlils nature, nn.\ unt ilic cliarj^e *« 
t-uunt»:li;<l >k.1 liavn RitiitianRd willi Die alloyallou Ibat I knew liow tb« 
•■itetnv 111 tended 1 ein|>tuj' tbeif Imttciit*: (In qiirsUoii must Iw l«»l 
ttiked ksd 1 this know)«iigG ? Tbi-ru U ttot a pwlick- ul' fvklciicc lb«t 
I luul — nijil ifltii* qiicstiuii louM be unsivervil iu tllc uegativc, llie attu- 
taXicni it not suppwleil. Uut I da uut rest iJiis part of toy dtleucc on 
tliis i;rminii. 

Tbat tltc eiKitiy (liil ei'tct Imltcries oppusitt to Dctmit, ami lliat I 
dill not attempt to aiinoj' tltcm tilt Uiej- GuiuiDeiicvd ilicir Sn «o t\u- 
^5Ih, urc DtclFD'tt tobe diipuleif. Idid uul siiuoj' Uicin I'm' tlicrea- 
inn I liavc aboT« nirntioDcd — lliut 1 cousldcicd Ihco) as atvn: dvfrnaivt 
trork;. But a doire la preserve my ot^D amiDiLaltinu was lli«i piiiici- 
pat rmwii for this coudtict. I mif lit Iiave hindered tlie eneniy Iram pra- 
j^ressiu^ in iJie day lime ; but in Uic niglit aay annoyance I could bare 
gircu Uicin would liSTC heua ineflbctual. Captain Ilalliba tun giren 
a •lati'ineut of the ainiuunitiDo. — Captiiin D;«uu of Ibo arlilltry lup- 
pniei that it unuld not have Usliul more than ;l ur 4 days if itd had eout- 
ncnced anil cuolliiued RriDg. I'lic fixed amunilioa li<t sAja eould nut 
bare litsli-d more than two days. 

Captain uacoD IcKCifleb tiiat>n the morning of Uiu tctb. he txamiUMl 
hy my iirdentbe magazine and eould find butoae \mx sfSIItt. carlrhl- 
];('», and tbal he reported to inc that tbey were nearly expended. Tlic 
teBlinumy of all the HiiiiCKSCsivho Lad spoken tjioni Ibut my ininil wti 
ljnpre5<ied irJtIi Uie uerCbsity of sparing liib niiiiiHiultiou, and tliat tbie 
ax well as Ihi; cxpcotatioii that the cucmy did not iute-nd. lu long a$ 
1 did not proToke oDcn^iTe 0[>eratiaiis. ivcrc tlie rea^^oui irhy I did not 
canTiim.iiIi! the eiieniy irbilc they were Ibrti^iii; on the opposite nliore , 
Major Trimble teiliGcx that when be proposed lo nte to fire on a party 
ol' the enemy tTliiehioode Its aiipearaoce oit the UUi of An^ust at !>ond- 
xk'li. I iujjiferi^d that it would not do to expend ttte umiiiitnitiiio use 
lewly. Captain Baeon sayE that on the mariiing of tl« IClh he tvu di- 
rected by wu to £D.to Captain Dyson at the battery where be eoniioajul- 
cd, and hilvna him liiat the 2Jlb. ammunitioa wai nearly cxhansted. 
and that he luuit not tire, but irhen there was a protpcet of his doiog 
(Xeculion, Ajiulbcrof the accusations which are asscmbliHl in Uiisspe- 
ciacBiioii is that I umiitod to fortiiy Sprjiig-Wclli. I do not know 
why it mi'hl uitt at ttclt have been allp^ei) tbal I oiu[ll«d to foriify 
any other pi'iliiuii in llic Hirer Detroit. 
It U not ill ptoof Hat Ihui ipot \y»s parUriiUry adapted lo :i foriiliratiou- 
If it liail bi^CiH IVti'tllird ib" pitciny iroutit not |>robably have sekrtcd it 
oi tbcir place of ikliariL.-tlion. AIiikmI auy otber «piit wtlbin tlic same 
di^l.iniy- atHivG or htluiv the tnrt. woe at ircll vitlculnted to ali*urd tbeua 
a hndin;];. Tbi; '<pijii)fjcatiMi aluo aceuses nw of harin; uc!;lci'.tcd ta 
lauuy liii: eaeiuy j iter he had lamied at St"'**-*^''"'- Cculloioeu. 
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the sii^wer to this fipecificalion is embraced in the drtVnce I ha?e omdt 
as to the final surrender. 

1 tiad made preparations for attacking; the troops ivcre drawn out 
and formod in Hoc of battle; but before the enemy came up, I deter- 
mined to surrender. My reasons for this measure 1 have already ex- 
plained, I shall not repeat them. I will only beg you to o)>serve that 
the reasons I hare offered have not been suggested merely for the pre- 
>oitt oocasion. — Major Muuson testiGes that he saw me the day ailer 
tlie surrender, that 1 told him I expected to be censnre^l for what I 
had done — but said, " 1 hare done what uuder all circumstances was 
'* most proper, and I have saved Detroit and the territory from the 
" horrors of anindiau massacre.*' 

But I am accused of having made the surrender in an^un-ofiicer-Iike 
niaunrr, in having made it before the articles of capitulation were sign- 
ed, in not stipulating; for the honours of war, or for the friendly inhabi- 
tai)t<; of Canada 1^ ho had taken protection from us. Before I make ob- 
servalious on this subject I beg leave to present to the court collected- 
ly tlie testimony which relates to it. 

Major Snelling tosiifies in substance tluit iraraodiately after the second 
shot which did execution in the fort, was fired. Captah) llali vras sent 
across the river with a flag, and that he (Major knelling) was sent to or- 
der Colonel Find Icy into the fort. The witness having performed thu 
dnty, went to one of the batterif^"^. While there a British ofBcer with 
a fla^ came to enquire what was the meaning of sending the flag across 
the river, when Cnineral Brock was on the American side. . Lieutenant 
Hnnt then went with the information to me, and returned with a scal- 
c/1 letter, and orders that he the witness should carry it to General 
Brock. That the witnCvCs met General Brock at the head of his troops 
about three quarters of a mile from the fort, where they were not ia 
bight from the fort. 

Tho witness having delivered the letter of which he was the bearer, 
General Brock asked the witncr^ (/*/tc ivas author Ized to agree on terms ? 
The witness said not — General Brock then asked two of his officers to 
go with the witness to the fort. As Uiey approached the fort thry 
were met by some persons who conducted tlieni to a tent which had 
been erected by my orders, where they weix^ met hy Colonels Miller 
and Bn:sh, commissioners appointed by me, and t?:c cupitiiiatioo was 
there signed by the comruissioncrs. The contents of the note the wit- 
ness siivs were no more than liiesc worJs — "Sir. 1 ac^oo to surrender 
the town and fort of Detroit" — lie ivould not r.ndertake to siij that the 
words iio rave were the whole substance of the note, but be bellevc4 
they vi/^re. 

]>l.ii( r •^'liclling further testifies that before che capitulation was sign- 
ed I;*; «;nv !iH» near the marquee in con\ci*satit»n with Colonel Findicy 
a.!<j with Uie British officers. Colonel McDonald and Captain Clegg, wboi 
-' 'Mc wiihjn the marqnec. Tho witness said he did not rerallcct that 



k ao/ p.krt 111 Jraniiig up tli« capitnlMioa. Ttial I ortk^-rcfl uff ■ 
BroC our office ri who irerecollcctcilaboatUic marquee, and mmhk 
Ht tlio KJlnest. 

Id a *ub«cqiicDl jwrt of h» pxaminatioii he Sij% thai befarc tbc ra- 
pitulatknttra* hi^ei), Colonel Kiudley's rcjiimcnt was inajxhod bilitllie 
fort which wan very much crowded. 

CapUin M'CurinicW Ustilics that aller ColoiMtl Fiqdtej't reglmrnt 
hvl been oril«r«d into the fnrt. he met Colonel nodlR^ as he was going 
into Ibe fort. That tbey there taw mc. That I requested Colonel 
Fiodlej lo Join Colonel MiDcr to trvat with the ettemjr, and raid that 
we could get better tcrim than we fhoutd if we waited 'till Ibi^y at- 
tempted to (torin thr fort. Captain M'Cormirk further teitiGe« that 
as bn trcDl out of tlic fart, he (aw llie British oHiccis Colonel M-Don- 
ald and Captain Clrsg coming tnwnr'li the (brt. Some one nld it was 
inipKtpcr thry sbntild he pprinUted lo come in. and they wf^ni to the 
leol. Shorfly after the firiUth olOci^r*. wiUi Colonel Miller and Colo- 
nel Bmsh came Itila the fort and were there together in Dyson's qnar- 
ter*. whiTB as tie suppose? the rapiiiilalion was Eigiied. The witnejs 
rirtlier tutilJt" that before thUr aod at about the time th« British oOl- 
ccr> and CnlotiL'ls .Millvr and Brush went Into Dyson'* qtnulcn — near- 
ly all the troop? wi'fe man-hed into the fort. lo his erosii-examinaltot) 
CapUin M't'ormirk rays it might have been ten iniimto. haJf an haur, 
m more, afVcr the firing ceased, before tlie troDp« were ordered to luarcli 
■nlr> the fort. Tliat tlia wilnrss did not rome into the fort tilt half an 
boiir alter the tiring bad cf>a<rd. Major Van Home testilict tl>al (•« th« 
moniing of (he ]1ll]i Captain Hull came to the Ipnt of ColnncI Flndley 
in which llie witni.'°t aUo quartered, and inlormcd Colonel Flndley that 
it wai my orJera llial hie regimcut should miiTe lo and form on the 
south wMtof the llirt. 

The witiKKs then dutcribes Ihe situation of Colonel Findley's rep- 
ment lu Ihe line, and the miuincr in ichteh Ihe ivlioto line was (iirmcil 
He tlien farther tei^ifii's that after the line was formud, and about an 
hour or half an liuur lipforo the Dag ptss boittcd. I came to the linr. 
That Iliis wa? during the cannonade. British oflicen were then tee* 
passing lo and fioui the Indians. That I appeared latiilied with the 
positions of Ihe Irmip*. That tlie witness said to me wc shall be able 
togiTcagood ocrouDt oC them. AbguL the time the Gring ecawd wlt- 
nesi tni'Dcd round and tuw a flng bnisUtd in the Ibrt — and at about the 
same lirac Captain ^iiFlliiig i-aoic witli orders from me to Colonel Find- 
tey to march hit regiment into Ihe [bri ; and >aid that it was my direc- 
tinn<i that as the Bag was out it should not be riololed. 

The witness further testifies that I remained at tlie line formed by 
the troops about three, or it tulsht have been five minute lltBl 
Colonel Findloy expressed disK.iltafaetian with the order Imt said thai 
ii rnuit be ubtycd, tai dticetod the wilners to march hit Iniiiarion to- 



'•urilii the litn H'lilrli iic <lul, but linllci] ti«ur t)ic furl r-ame minute!. 
'I'lial filially lie marclied liU men itilo llie Ibi'I tad liiorv 'tarkt;!! IhrEr 
iraa. Thai Colonel Findlry did not come until som« t!mc aflcmrdx. 

The witnFsii flirlhcr (eslifiuB Uial nlieu hv got inlo thu Tort he ^a)r 
tnc, but n-ak not rert&in tlial I was there ivlien he entered. That toids 
Tjine after the wlluess had been in the Tnrt I addrctsnd hha uiil several 
other offitrrs at the «nmo time, and InTited them into the rooni of om . 
of the oflh^i^. Tlial I told lliem I had trirrundered the fort and n-ai ' 
about to make the Itmit. That I a5tr<<d if the; thought or any thing as ' 
A condition, 1 should Ik glad to bDOiv what it wu. That tiie wituesl 
>lid Dot go iulo the iwim. Thai irhi^ii he (Irsl saw mo 1 "as on Ihe ' 
•leps going into one of the rooms- That some time al\or thisColouel 
AMtonnld and Captain CIcgg inde up, came into the Ibrt. aad wenl In- 
to the room where I was. That the iritneu doe> mt know whether I 
aid or did not go into the marqaee bcrore the Uritii^h olliccrs came Id. 
Tiiat our whole line, ai he betievet, hud marched into the Tort and 
(taekcd the ir awns. That this had Uki-n place before the British of- 
liccrs raine iu. 

Major Juistip Icstifie:! that he Iiod observed our Irooiis I'ctrcating, and 
saw the flag 'flyhig. He met Colouel KUtftlcy who leqiicKtcd litra to 
ride taifards the Tort and learn the tvasaa a( the rctriist. Tluit be 
r»an<l we in the Ibrt and thought me very much I'rigliteo^J. That ftf- 
1 Kt R «anTcr«ition with mo, of wliicli be hns repeated his own gaiUnt 
pxprcEsions, but uofortDuatcty cannot recollect what l,^ai<l. he wvntout 
3Dd met Colonel Findley, and lald to him all was lost. That whoi) he' 
S3W lue at the time the Urms ef eajiitulation had been agreed up* 
■in, that he met me in a piazza belorc Captain Dysou's ijuarlers. Thai 
1 lias then perfcelly composed. 

lie then relates n cnnreiKalion with me whieh concluded niUi a rc- 
lutst tliat he would coiilinue to act in his <ttaliou "till the troops were 
tiinrched out of the fori. That tie conwiiled to this and received fcooi 
inc or one of my aids a copy of the capitulation, which I directed him 
to read to the troops, and that ho did thi< when Ihe tmopi ivereatarcb- 
rd out at about t3u'ctocIc. 

The witness fuiihcr states that he Ihiiikf! a dciachmi'nt of the enemy 
I'ame into the fori, before tli« article; of cnpiiuhiiina were «)gDeil. 
But tliat he Is not ccrtnin whether tlic enemy** troops marched In Im> 
ri>rc t)i<! Amcricsn troops roarrhcil out — bul knnus that <hn Amoricaa 
Uoopk dill not marrli out 'till after the eapilaUtiiin wai ligncd. fap- 

ttAiu DDrtonlcsliltc* lluil be knew when thHcnpilnlaUon nan a^vrcd up- 
nil. Thai it wa« done in Capuin Hyson's qnartern where he law iiK, 
General Brock, and two or thr^e Itritish ofliccn. That they wcr« wrl> 
ling and preparing the arlitlc^ of capltuUliun. That he heard remarks 
whicb Induced him to believe (bat thd articTec of ca pi [illation were not 
agreed npon. 'Drat he could not suy whether Ihe Amcrirui tmnpa 
« ere then In the ri>rt — but flirrc Here nt thnl time I.W British troop 
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(UiuITiig nttb ifJiMirCfl anil* In Ibo fort. Tile tiwmy *( je at MaboKt 
tkU lanr jilai'iiig giianh in aoil aboqt llie Tott. Tliat tbe rvaxM irlif 
hc«uppii«--f llat llie articks were uat»t tim time Ctial I* agreed Bpoo. 
iru Hal he uw Gcatral Orock nllh ■ paper fruin n blcli he Mrack ant 
Ino or llircc llnet. nliich, ai he undtnlouil. rrlaU-d lo the n^uiar 
ironpifftuniuighoiiK;, which Gwiernl Ilructtii"! lie iron Id ant a^n^ to. 

Thai ■! about Ihis lime ho uh one of the DntUli otBren •FriUng.— 
Vt(on' Ihlt hclud (crn Uic BMlishalEc«nsji(l AnteriauioJKrert at ikf 
marijiiec. and that I sbo had been tbcic. 

Tlial it *M ahunt liin« <jiiarlcrs of an hoar arter he nir tbr BrilUb 
oCcerii euh)g with me to Ibe marqoec before lie Kur Uw Brllish 
oSkxn in Dyson's (juartcrs. On his vmsf-eianiiuation bj Ibe otKKl 
Mijor Jvinip taj*— itlien the terms of the rapitolatte mttt JUtcui- 
tbtg the Amcriran trMi[K were erawdcd bi tlie fort in tbc iitmort dKor- 
dcT — and ttie cneoif were pcnnittiicl lo apiiroach so ntmr the Ibrt ai !• 
be atilu lo take poe;.£«iiiun of tiie baltvrict. 

Captain FuMer IcxtiGrE that mmd aflcr Ihc nhttc Oag vas baiiisd Iir 
oeui to the furl and tlicrc mot Cnlane) .M'Duiiald and Major Clegg. 
Tliat I wai (laiuJli^ near tlie satif> One uf thu British officers toid t» 
me lliat Uivy ircrc sent bjr General Bmclc, In consrqiicaci: of seviog a 
while Hag luiulcil. to rcivtrcany conimauicalinn». 

Tliat I rt'pilcd I tliuuld surrvuiler, and desired them to go to the 
marqnec, where 1 would go or scud to Uicin. That Alajor Clr^ rt- 
qnesU-d lli« n'liui<£\ lo go with tiim to Die tnarciURc for feir our militia 
might firo on liiin. Tliat he ncnt with bini to tlio inarquN ; the/ were 
fjiinrthcd with pen, ink and paper liy .Mijur Siieltmg : that won afler 
tliry got lo the manjuee 1, Culoueli Milter and BniKh came, tb&L be 
tluid near Uie raanjiioc about ten mjnulet and llun went to tbc fort, 
leaving me at the luarqiiee. That when he ruturucd to the Ibrt bo 
fuLind our tronpt were in, and bad tlaeked Iheirarms ; lljit wme lime 
after ho law the Brlliali ufficcrx, .M'Doiialil nnil C\ef^ romeonl of Dyitm'* 
quortrrt. one of them liariug a paper which be said had litnx li^ei) 
b}- nic, and that he was going to Uie It to Genenfl Brork liir liis appra- 
hntlnn. and nithcil the wiliu-'^it to ga with biro tor tho ^^inie purpotc 
that be accompaniod liiin to the marquee. 

'I'liat tlic iviUicts went and founil Ihu British roluinii Jeil b; Culomel 
Pmctiir about hajramllo below Uinlbrt. Thai hr left Colonel M'Uoih 
aid and retiimrrl to the Ion, 

Cohinot Aliller Icslilici that on Iho momiiig of Uic ICth I wat fai tile 
fort, that It was rcpurled to nic Uiat the enciuy were advancing, and 
that part of the 3tii-)iji^n militia bad joined the mcmy. That upon 
this I axked him ifl had not hotter feud ont a Hag, be told mo lie tlid not 
know, I bad hotter consul t the i><Itcers who were wiihntitthe fort, Unt 
they liad the bekt opporliioily of Judging. That I said ibere was no 
time for eontulutiou, that I n-oald 9i>nd a flag and tliitt I did m. That 
yitau lime allcr tbiF, Colonel Fliidley's rrsinient nuirohed ints ttlP Jttr. 
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ri^im. Tbal t irent to a lent anit sent for liiin, that when he apptoicbi- 
eil llie loot I H'lts alatidlng In the tent, willi m}' Inck lotvards him, Uiftt 
lie lienrd ine laj to the Britith oflicprs in Ifie lent " I wilt Mtmnder." 
That 1 then requested lilm ivilli Colonel Bruth to ast'M io ilriiwiDg Up 
(uine articles ot'capiliilatlun. — That lie rcraftlneil nt the tniit. Irlns on 
the ground in a violcnl lit nr Ih* frvcr ami ague while Cutuiuila Bnilh 
aud M'Donald were penning the articles. 

The original articles of capitulation were then sitcwii to the irilueis 
and he said be beliered them to be Ihosp which he had signed, hut said 
he was ttrangl}r iinpreNcd with a lietief that irlien th«}' wnic read tn 
(lira, aiid he Kignod them, that they contained r prDVisinn that the garri- 
Kon nhonld march out with the honours of war. 

Ill his crosf-exainiiialiDn hy tlie conii. Colonel Miller itaten that ae> 
i-iirdlng to Ills bctl rcenlleotinn, he went to the tent betvrcen 10 and 
n o'clsekin thomornhigolthe I6lh. That he retnnined ulKWt Ihreft 
(|uarters of an hour, that after hn had vlgn*ii the mpltiilailnn, he went 
lo the fbrt and went to bed ; there were then no British troniir in the 
fort, hut he saw ssbeirent Inacoinpanvof almut u hundred Ui'iti<hi"il- 
lUcn standing near the gate aftbe fart. In a»iihsei|ueiil psrlul h'u cross 
examination he Ktatu^ that I told him I wa^ willing lliat he (hould mahe n 
surrender till) batis of a treaty, and that he mutt g^et the be«t term< M 
could. }Ie further ay* that when I sent ant Uie Ih^, t ineiiUoaed Ur> { 
hini that I did it to gain tunc. That I expecleil lo prociTre a eemalfoif . 
of Iinstililie«. and tliat I might in the mean time hear from Cnlonetf*. 
.^1* Arthur and Cast. Colonel Miller not called again a lew da;i> alUV 
liii first examiilalion — and lie then staled, that aHer the flrri flsgi* 
sent out, and before an answer was returned. Colonel Dnmh rune t4 j 
luv, and, having been inlbrmed that Kimgg's men. nho.hnd tlxr adraui^ 1 
ocd pott below the fort, bad deserted to the enemy, Cnlond Hniih cJt^ J 
einlmeil that " By God," or that '■ he heliviud by Cod his mun ivoiiW ■ 
ilcficrl to a man," 

I Iwllcve, in«r it please ihc court. I have here rollfcted all tlie (MtlJ 
many that i< material, whether it be for or against lue, nliinh In stif 
wise relates to the matter now under ronsidi-ratiun. I do not pretrtKl 
that t haTC glien the nry words of Ilic witneNtiea in all inxtance^— 
But I have dotiq so ai nearly m my own recolleetlon and the notes of 
my council would pvnnit. If Ihcro lie any errori or omlHiioM. Uief 
I'ortauily cannot be inlentioDaJ. I>ccausc I l^now tJiat Ifao ntenhen of 
the court will have rcemine to their own niliutes and to the record nt 
the Judge adroeale ^ and if it Khould appear that 1 have in any rrapcol 
willhlly pen'erted the testimony, it wonld he an nrtiflcn from which I , 
tboutil derive no beneft. 

Io rcriewing the testimony the court I ililob mmt at once pcrcelTV, 1 
a itrange variety in the statcmenta of the iliQercnt irltnei^et. llidn^ 
the Umei at wUch the dilferent IrancactlDiii took place, ara all InpcT- 
Uht, hardly any two ef the wiinwctei s-ren in Ihir i^siiott. Then 



wMlrMoUMlllial them are ihreettociimenbiii evklenc* whktb a(tj>Mr 
torurin tliGaniclo«ofcaplliilalioii' Tl>e«e arc all dated on ihe IGlhol' 
AugiKt— one parporliog to be the nrUcIn of cApiLulnlian : Uie other 
purporting to be a supplement to the articles, and the third purporting 
to bo an *ddilidii (n tlic °iipp1c menial articles. There h also a I'cmrtli 
tlocuioenl, bi^in^ a letter dirwteit to tiie coauuanding iifficer ol' the Ra- 
pids, iThich pur[K)rts to he an cxptanntiua ol' Ilic articica of rapitiilii- 
tiga Bclori-' 1 moke any obscrfstbiDS on thli testimony, I will give- 
thu OMirt a relation ol' my eonducl in ro>pecl to thu surrender, and 
state tli« motivei which infiucneed me. if a departure Iroin (he forms- 
eeremouies aiiil etiquette ol' modern warfare, where rWiliKed Doen aiv thr 
betltgerenta. will eondemn me I must sulrmll. But 1 do persuade ID)'- 
lelf Ibat this cnurt will cntuldcr my peculiar aituat ion and [be charac- 
ter of the enemy which was opponcd to me ,' and that 1 irlll be thought, 
ezeuseable it I pernulted a prccipitalioa to which ROmc forms and pa- 
geantry were sacrificed, with a view to lave from thfrvruclty of the sat ■ 
a^ many brare mtin and niauy families of par«>uCs and children. 

As man as I found that the enemy intended a serious atlark upon 
Detntt. I knew that tenner or later my army must lall. I knew Ihiit 
even victory would nut ^ave me, and could be but a temporary ad- 
vaniogc. The certain consequencos of defeat I eould not eonleinplate 
irithuut horror. It presented a scene which I need not attempt to de- 
scribe. Il is obiioiiH that il would have left our sava-c enemies to in- 
dntge, without restraint, tlicir patsioD fbr rapine and cruelty. The 
«(nall budy of rl^gulars which I had with me I was obligrd to keep In 
the furl fur lih [irotcctiuu ; I bad do other troupn that uuderslood the 
niunagement uf canuiHi ; with oae Uiird of thu residue of niy liwce ab- 
sent, and wilh nolhing to rely noon, out of the fort, but untried anil 
and undiseiplined militia, oOieered by men, mnst of whoni were lO bDS~ 
lilily to itie. and had eren conspired against me. What was I to ex- 
peel IVom such a eontesl ? 1 determined, at any rate, that 1 oiisht. If 
it were jioKsiblc, to ward off tlie attack, and gain time until iliedetaeli- 
ment under Colonels Sl'^rlhur and Cass, who were my two senior ofi- 
rcrs, might return. 

The court will rccotlcrt tlut I had sent an express for (hem, as soon 
at) I received Ceuvral ficock'a sninmons on the lAth. Aficr ttu; tine 
tras formed on the 161b, asippcars by the testimony of Captain M'Cor- 
miek. Colnnel Van Ilorne and IMajer Sfnclliug, I visited the troops 
where they were drawn up. 1 then weirt to the fort iu expectation of 
hearing of the absent detM-'brnent; but reeeliingiio intelligence from 
thein, I deteiminod lo propose a cessalioo of ho<itiliIics — to treat of a 
nirrender. I nceordtnjly sent a flo; over the river, and when the Bri- 
tish ofHccr cnme to enquire the ineanins of (Jiat fla^, I seut the note te 
General Brnek of which .'Hajor Snellin», siKiks. That Uieso were mj 
views when I sent the llaf;. appears I>y the testimony of Colonel Miller. 
lo whom I c»phiued nif self on the subject. 1 do not rccolleel wbn 
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verc the precise wordc or thiv note, but I tbifik il will appear vvt* 
evident to the court ihat the contents of- it conld not Kara ticcn v 
Majur Soetling bas iUled, ueitlicr taorc nor letx ihan an oOl-r nf unnoD- 
riitioDBl turremlcr- For acrordln^ td .Mnjot' >'n(>lliii;, the lirit <{iiu«llou 
Crnecal Brock put to hiin. alter tiu liad rvail Uk note, ust (o ask >1a> 
jor Sncllii>eif he *■ was antliorlzed tu ugrce mi ('.■rmi?" iVn suchque.^- 
lioQ would bave bcco a»k«d if I liad oflurt-il lo surrt?iitl«r wiilioiil 

Ak mk)u u I had <lelcrmini!<l to ocealutc, I also dutennineJ to 
ehaago mj posilioai for de)«nce. 1 rtwuglit it beller to ilraw the 
troops to Ihe Ibrt, and if I made a reeislaiice, it nas my opinion tbat 
I could do it [o moi't advantage by tnanniug the fort with a tull coai- 
picmeni, and InrmiDg a lino. Jiupporleil on llierii;hl by tbcTort. and gn 
llic lell bf tbe citadel and the battcrirs on tbii bank of the river, bav- 
tng in fmnt a line of pickets which exteuded from (he furt lo Ihe cita- , 
dol.-aud wfiich was inteudcd to cover the conimunicat ion tietwet-a one 
and the other. Wilb these rtcvs aoil iotentiooit 1 ordered the troopl 
to the forU intending lo post than from thence be.lbre the Drguriatioii 
shoold break olf. if there should be no terms i-recd upon. VVlicii 
these orders were given. I had appointed ColoneU Bruvb and Mltlcc 
to repair tea tent witliout the Tort and treat with ibccncm}'. At tlil< 
uionient I rercivcd the intelligence that the Iko t:Dmpa:iic! meittionciJ 
bj Major Andertnn, Knagg'» and ShoTcr's h.td gone over la Ihe i:ijiin 
and beard ffom Colonel Brush, the declaration thai hy Goil ever; a 
of his regiment had, or would desert. I'tac cciois(tiiencit» ol* »uch a 
detection iuiinedialely uccured to me. Colonel Bnish'i iroopK I 
bpen posted In guard the upper poit of the lettkmeitt. If Ibef miuto i 
DO resistance, there tias notliiug to biuder the British and their s: 
ges froiD laodinj above the toivn, and white we sluiuld be enga^vil iritb 
the invaders I'min the touth, the savages would be makins inditeriuii- 
onto slaughter of the hihaliilants, tlirouj;h Uie whole extent of Ihe 
iioilherii part of the lettleuient. From thi« auint'Ul I delernilncd to 
surrender on the best terms 1 could obtain. I told C'olnnsJ Jliller 
that ihis was my determieatiou. 1 went to Uie tent, Colouel Mlllit 
bad not ari'ived titere. 1 tiail invuiioncil lo Cobiiiel Bru-.h and thf- 
Brfti«li officers the lertn* I thould iusitt upon, and concluded by uij'in); 
" / iitoU surretuler," lUfianing on the leriu'4 I had previoDSl; mention- 
ed. Thin was the declantian Colonel Miller heard. After I had ei- 
plained the terms I hail expected, i It-n Ihe tt^nt and returned to Ih ' 
furl. On my arrival their, I found, lomj' (Ui|>rlsc, that all Ihtf li'uop^ 
had crowded into Ihe fort — liail ttaekvd their arins, and were in iv 
stale of cDtirc in'iibordinalioo. Let it be re mum be red that neither 
of thene iicps had been taken hy mj ordt^n. I had orilercil Colours 
dmlley'B resiment uoly into llie fort, and it is not proved or prclcD^ J 
ed that I gave any onlers for stacking the itrais. I iltiw lieeamc ifflpi^ 
Iteiit to put the place imder Ihe protcctfon of Ibr British 1 ksiiv 
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Ibhl tMra ftcvr ihouumUn (if thu nava^^c* aroniiit a<. 1!m* iBuimia 
reports WFr« bmaE[ht to iiii> nf tli«ir ilepreduiiont, and in the litiialmi 
In which m; troopt then ivi^rc, I roiilil ollbpd im itrntectnui to the ia- 
babitanti. I was aiixitnit that our trni^mici ^luiiihl liarc (he rntnuuml 
and goveraiuent, tliat Ihfy niiglit t>« alilo In imt a n»lralnt oil their 
iBVigeaJiies. wliichltittil noixiwor 111 ilo, An adililional ur^htopon 
aif mmil. tlia*. tiail great iiifliienrc on my pondurt, v/a*. irliot I nmii- 
tlcred might be the dangerous siluttliiin of tlie_iir!lRrbiinMi[ under 
tolooels M'ArllHir and Cam. 

I Ihougbl tt poiStbIc it migY.t bo at a dl<.laace, and mijEl't he rat oiT 
If we tbould nnsuccenfulljr re*tst, 1 vas >tirr< it vfouM, Iu Ihii ilatr 
»r thiagc the eriicin of papltulfttiun ivcrc broiiglit to mu from ilii: 
tent itigncd and cKeruleit. I accepted them. I ;nve a rojij of thotu 
to Major JcExUp, as he Ija* teitlKed, and he aflcrwardt read Ibem ta 
the Iroop'. wlicn Ihcy marched out at 13 o'chwk. These must bf; 
«QntIder«'I as the artirle* nf cft^iitulallon, and by tliote mj rondurt 
mutt be tested 1 rorthenthcr two 'dncameaLi, the niic stvlod Mippli.<- 
mental article!, and the nlliei-an addition to the snpii la menial arlirle^. 
are rather to he enn^idci'ed a^ an ngrecinent bflw^tn mv<«rf anil tUf 
Wierayig'-neriii. lliaii ai parts of the capilnlatlnii. I admit that ivhcu 
these were «igneil I had no power to rciist. if he had unt choten to 
agree to Ibcm, and thnroliire thej^ are no mnn; to Ire t-unilderetl hk a 
part or the eapitiilRliou Ihan the letter Khirh hears date tlie ae«t 
day. It wriTP tlieKii stipple mental artleles which were si^iicd In Cop- 
tain Djifun's quarters, and itiost of the nilne<«es »ha speak of irhat 
was done before or after the eapitHlatiim hm tl^ed, obrion'^l* speak 
Willi reference to the execution of thete iiittniments. 

Cod kaann llie nrtieles arc not what I would haro witlicd lo have 
bad them. II' I hatf hcen warring; withriviliicd man, where the blood . 
oreombniaiits entild nnl; be shed, Iou|hinat, and would not hare ae- 
oep led them. But when, upon the conseqocuces of refusing them, 
depended the llres of so many inooeent people. I did nut Ibel nij-self 
authoriird to reject Ihem. Having pnt hoforo the court the testlmo- 
nr which relale<i In thin s|)rcilieAlion, and ^ven my own aerouot ol'tJie 
traBsaeiiOBS to whieh it rebtc:. I ntil a^in notice the aceuntious. an4 
make nonie few obtcrTationi upon ibem. 

Tho first acnisalioQ ui Ihat I surrendered before Ibe capitirlalioB 
w.-w iilgncd. Tli« U eeitoinlj dispi-ored. Thero was twt an enemj 
in tlie fort heforc the enpltnlntroo was brought to me from the teal: 
nor before 1 delivered a copy of It to Mnjor Jesiup. Tlie loitiinooy 
*f Colonel Sliller K e()neIti»iT(> uiNiii this jioiiil. He says there were 
no BrHI'li troO[<! in the lo'-l ivhcii ht hivti^ht me the eapitulatioa from 
Uie tent. 

A second accUiBluin Is. that I di<l not tlipuliitr f.ir the Imnoun of 
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Tu ilejiloi'c. and ivliicli Agitated my miiiJ to a great ili'3;ron, tticrc kjii 
iHino tluit cxFiled in; uivn fei.-lini» more iltnu to finil. lliat Uimigb llib 
])nivisiuii luul been inKPrtvd \a tlie nrik'Ics us oiigiiiftllf iJr^iiii by ilie 
rurainiciik'iwfs, it liw] iMi-nMrickcii out i I Uinnglil oC rrjui'tiug tin- 
iirtkifts aa tliii accoiinl i I must Jiavc tliRii upcnvd k new ueguciatbw- 
I liavv alrculy flalcd wliat appeuruil tu iitu hk llio runseqiKJiiccit ol' 
lUrthcr iaJ».j — tlw savages wcjc iiorcbtnliiod. 1 dclcrmiDi^d tial tu 
cxposo the llvF* or the tubabituits. to ibeir I'ur?, lor Ihe Mtke otoli- 
lalnliig Ko uKuless a pngoautr/ . 

Tlie atticle! arc also vondvnjiiod— bccaii&p Uicy contained on utipnln- 
tion (or ttie sccuiiiy ol' tlto fl-ii<iiilly inliaUlanb' of Canada. Witli res- 
pect to llie pcnptc of Canada trba bad liMin Irieiidlf lou« und wlio bad 
rcmuincJ in tbeir own country when wr, ratrcalcd, no stijiulution in lltliir 
favour war, necessary. The British liad oircrod full pardtui ID all Iheir 
>Hb}»cLi ivlio lud Nboitn anf ditalli^dion — and whcD ttic ciLpitulation 
vM fjgitetl, there: were nona in Caniida ivha had not availed tliviniclvus 
of ihis utTer. AVith respect to Ibo^n ivbo vrctv tvitli u*, the capUulalinti 
*toes contain an aitivle in tbclr farolir— they are iin(|Uuiilioual>l/ iutlii- 
dcdln tlic tliird artieli;, trliivhpmvidci that " private purwni and prop- 
*' erij' of rvrn/ tleirriiitUin Kimll bv it'Kjjpctnd." But, «ir, a stiiiulalioii 
in favour of Cauadioiis h>]io wcro with ntat tlic liuie of the surrender. 
was in fact entirely a umttcr of supi-rcn^tion ; because, aecnrdlng to 
Ihcbeitofiny reeotlcctiou. thi:re»3.sbut ont'persnnof that deseriptiou 
with us at the lime of tlic cupitulatiou — and he U uoiv an uOiecr uf 

The evUlGnee Uiat luiy stipulation lor Ihc icmrity of llie Canadians, 
•ithvr Ihail ivltat the artk'lus uunlniMnt, was unnecesmr; U, that it is 
ihc imdoiiblcd (mU that Ihmi the time we itlrealed from Canada, no 
Individual lias siiSLrcd Ui bix person or property on aecounl of any pn/i 
be niay have taken s^inat hii own government— oron account of any 
tiDUDciiuii which he may luvn had witb oin' army. Tjio ijiccincaiian 
viatos olhui: objections to the captlnbillon — but aslbcy amof an hileri- 
nr mlure and inuiit be f s:cii<;oBble if tlie<ic I have noted arc sn — I sliall 
nut trouble ihu court with any rcmniks upon ibeni. 

Sinnuthlng baabcM widin thceourjeuflbr Irialas In my hnvlng, af- 
ter tUcrapitiitatioii, cousvntcil to tbe tiirreuder of lome distant fMlx. 
It might bf rjtuugb to say tjiat llieri! In no spso^eatinu on UiKftibject j 
liHt I will only obsorve tlial so llir fmui lliis being a c<incEa.lon to ilia 
ein-roy, it nriginatidio my tuj^'csliou. I letlectcd tlint if they should 
lic^u' of llie capitulaliou, before iliey were iJlfuri)iv>Ulioy WDntiuoAidcd 
ui the turrender, they might r<'tri'nl if Chcy kbouldjudgc it in tiiclrpuiv- 
rr to do Mi but ifearly Intellig'.net'vof Ibe cnrn-'iulcr should iiot rradi 
Iht-ro tbcy ivonid be exposed lo llie tvbole xava^'Ibrcu of thccDumy, 
iind might be taerificed, unlctf thoy ivcrs protected by Ibu vapitulotkin, 
.^tueh tcttiinooy has aUo bteu given in relation ti> the situation of tbo 
Brittsb troops before (bs soricmlcr, andtoabew tliol they ncKEnfft>r- 



•til In npprondi Inn Mir our Horkt hefoK the rapiriilatibn *»» liffitf. 
Il nouH he easy to shew ihi; ilranse Miitradletinii of loiliinuti]' on ihh 
point. nn<] to pmvi? Uinl nuth un »r-(rti<atJun would be wUliout roiioil^ 
liAlt. I)ul''ertninly Ihe arini«uIuitL>iB^]nsliiii-,aDil»hicli t amuiillgrjj 
to aiwwcr. we siifficltnily niimri'om. The court would hardly lliiiik 
nic ercnwalile m tre«pa';siit; on ihclr patience to make n dpfcnc^ 
sgninft nccQciilionfi iiot prckrred -. I sbM IhetvCait div nudiing further 
as to this su^Fstinn. than that a upeciflcation Ibuiidcd apou it is uot to 
be Ibuiid under anv at Ihf charge. 

There r, °entleinpn, onP othr^r cliarge wliicb [ have to answer. It is 
an accusation i^iiHi bat been mtxl irouijiliug lo my Ivelines. and tbr 
discnttian of which h the ninM painriil lofk I hare yot had lo iHrfbrm. 
Not becmse I havtr any doiilil lini thai I iliall eonvince you it i* ai 
much wiLhout fbunilattnn uk miy Mli'T, but because it imposes upon 
mc the ncccisily orcxruniuinj triiitm>ny,t)'liichnn mui, however inns- 
cent be nmy be. can repeal wiltinitt iK^jusl- 

rrin the erohnrnn'inE and iii(!truti situatEoni in which I wax placwi. 
dnrios my !atu conimautl, I have cfitaiDitlcif wine errors ; sorely what 
1 1tavf suffered by ttil'. prT>>reiitiii[i ami wliat I inu«I natv saBer in ma- 
Uh); Uiit pail of my rtcli-nee, will he jome ainncmcnt. 

for more than half a eenlnty I supported a diaraetcr rrithont re- 
priMtrh. .^ty yonlli itAn devoted tn Ihu seniee oriDv cuuulry : I fuught 
trt hatths in that war wliicii ichicrcd her llbfil; and indepeiidenefi, 
unit which was eudeil before waay of you. gefillemcn, who are my 
judges, wore bora. If U[K>n any □ceatinu a man may speak of iiin awn 
mcritu, it In at such a time as tills i and I hope I may be permlltiM lo 
presunt to jou in very few words a narration of my lile. while 1 woi en- 
gaged in' scenes wliieh were calculated lo prore a mna't. firrancss ani) 
counje. I tliftll f1u it Willi tlii> leu reluelancc. because the tcitimoiiy 
f hare offirred of Ihe venerable men who lervod wiih me in llie revo- 
liilimary war, wilt vouch Tor all I hnvc l« say. Tn the y^ar 1T7S, ai 
Hic a;[c nfaborit 21 ycttrt. I wai; appointed a eaptalo in one of theChiv 
nccticut regiments i diiriii;; that campaign and until .llarch ITTG, when 
the enemy evacuated Doslun. I scrTCil with the army at f aiohridge 
and Boxbiirr. and In llie imiueiliatc comraond of General \Va$liington. 
I was with thai parly of tlip army in March IT7G which took po^'scc- 
Mun !>!' Dordicsier heightc ; the mnvemenl wliicb comiralted the enemy 
to eramaln Bnslun. The next ihy the regilu'^ut to which I belonged 
marcbeil Ijtr N'ew-Tork. 1 was on lionx-Islnnd when the nncmy laud- 
ed, and remniucd until the ni^lit the whole army rctre»led. I wat ir> 
xevnral tmall xkirmlthcs bnih on Long-Island and Yorh-Iiiland tiefore 
the arm)- ft-Ured to Uie While Pluirts. I then belonged to Colonel 
fharle* Webb> regiment of ronnccticul. 

This reglincDl was in the lercrBSt part of Ihe aclion on Cliatlcrdon't 
Hill, a little adfanccd nf the Wliile Plams. u few days aaer Ihe main 
body of liic army abamloued New-Yoft. This h.iltlc Is nieruprsMe in. 
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the KiKtoiy of our eon n try. aad the regiirteiit to whkh I bc1ai)|»<l reccif 
ed tbe jrarljcular tliaiika nt General Wasliington, in liji public ordeis, * 
Ibr jti bravery ami gooil conrluct ou tbe orciulou. Itnru (KirticulU'lj^ , 
Jlstinguislicil rroQi all tlie nthcr troops engaged in the irtjoo. I recri* _• 
vcd a slight truDuiI hj a inuskel ball in my aide, but it did iiot prevent-^ 
me Troiii ramaialug at the head of my com-paoy. 

I iva^ ill the battle orTrenton, trhvii tlie Hcstliin>: iTer« takes in 
cGftilfcr I7T6, and being one of llie jonngest captains in tlie lutny, wu 
prainnted bj General Washington, tbe day after the battle to * 
inajarity lor my conduct un that ocrasion. The fintof January 1TT7 I 
was in the battle of PiincetoD. In the campaign ot tfie same year 
tbe rtgiioent to which I belonged Eerreil in tbe noilhera army ; I wit -, 
early in the spring ordered to Ticondcrogo. and coniniandcd tlic regV- '■ 
raent [being the senior officer present) uniJer Geueral St, Clair, andf . 
was Willi lliBl offloer in Iii9 retreat (roca thai pod. ' 

After General St. Clair's array formed a junction trith Ctneral' J 
Schuyler's army on the north river, at furt Ednard. the regiment iA t 
which I belonged was dotachcd and marched to lorl Sclinylcr, and re- 
lieved that post, which wa» besit>g«d by Genera? Si. Lcgei'. 

On Ihe retreat of Gsoeiul Schuyler's army I'rom fort Edward f rJttA , 
mHoded the rear guard oi' tlie army, and being two niJlFS In the rear wu 
attacked by a large body of British troops and Indidn^i at daylight is th£ j 
mnrning, in whicli aclion wei'e killed and wounded hetivnin tbirly anS I 
forty of my gnard. And I received the particular Lhaobs of OoDcral j 
.''chuylcr till' my conduct on tbe occasion. 

] was in Ibe two nicmorable battle* on the I9th of ^ptemher aitd 
Ihe Tth of October on BetniK's heights agaioBt General Bnrgoyne'i :if^ 
luy provions to it's mrrender. In the action ol' Uie I'Jth of ^Jcptemlier 
I commanded a detachment of 300 men, who fonght the principal part 
of the ariemoon, and more than one half of them were killed or wonnit' 
ed. 

On tlic Tth of Octobei' I likewise commanded a detaebincot from ibe . 
In-igade nhic^b assisted in attacking Uie enemy on tJie left of our post. ] 
tion, defeated bim, followed him to the right of his liaci, sUirmrd I^ , 
iotrenehmeDti, and took and held posEesilon of tlio right of his poSh> j 
tion, nhi<>h rompelled htm to retreat to Saratoga and there, to capita- * 
late. 

After the memorable event of (be capiluiation of General Bur-oy nii 
army, the regimant to which I belonged, was ordered to Pennsflvaulx. 
loJomUie army under the command uf General Wasbuiglon. Iremahi- 
ed nilblbo army the winter of IT7T at Valley-Forge, and in tlie <i|>riu| J 
of 1778. when the Britiih army evacuated Philadelpliia, I wat bi tlu) 
battle of Monraooth. 

From December 1773vlt> May ITT9, I commanded the Amcrlcao- ] 
pn^ts in advance of tbe White plains, near Kulgsbridge. during which 
I trad vaii'Mi^ skirmfdip" with the enemy In .Mac ITTO the prlu- 
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dipail paft oT the "DriUih armr adiinctd up Ihs Noclfa tlir*r 1« Vw- 
pLuik'i and Sloavj po'mt, and I wts ordrred to retreal bcTorc tbcm 
teWwI Poiol. 

f lh<Mi JoinG>i the light Inlantcy aniet the command oT GtnrnJ 
Warne. iuhI wa! in ihi^ m«muritple altatk no Stmi'-'f paint irilh a tepC' 
Tile commaad of 100 li^bt iormlrj. 

fir m; conduct on tlii< occukm t rereiTed the pulicnlu (banks ol 
CcRRiaJ Wajnc. General WaJiu^ion aait enugrais. 

la tlip KUlDm^'^ and autumn of tTSO t <:amiii3ad<.-il ibc advanced poiti 
of thf ariDT, uiittn Di-comhcror that year. I commaniledaneipeditioD 
agaitist the encnij sUlioDL-d at Mnrrt^sioa tthieb «u sucrettful, aMl 
tot irhich i received (he thaiiki of (jraeral \ra<bingtuu in hii geuenl or- 
dnn La the a.rnij anil tikrvrice the thanks orc^ntrest. General Wish- 
iugtoa io bu oi'ilrrt I <*e)l remember made u^e of IUi^k word* " He 
Uunked me Tor mj jodirluLi; arran^pmenti in the iiluaf operatiotu, 
•Dd'rofinjr intrepidity and >alour in the execution-" 

Prom Uic cooelusioi) at the revoliillornnr war I have lived irith the 
nnpect of my aHmtrymen, and hate eiijoTeil re])e<ited iiisrks or their 
eoufidence in the ofBcei irhich ha»e licen beslowed npon me. When 
I rouail that llie iiid(')ieodence ibr whirb I tiad no o(\fn f»iif;ht, wa« as- 
lailod, that again nij coimtrj mu^l a|ipeal toarma loaven{;,e her ivron|*, 
ami la protect her rlghti. I fell that I migli! yet ilo bcr some »enicc. 
For thou^ many yean bail panned sinre I hail lbu^)it niider her Etao- 
dard. and though mj owo arm might not hare had it's wonted sirrngtb. 
jret ray ipiril was uobrokeri. and my ileraiinn lo her unimpaired, t 
thaogbt Id tliu tlchl ithcre there could be but few nbo hail any rallilary 
•apericnee, what I had Jeamed in Uie iiwl aelivi^ hccom of a seven 
years war, might be Hseful. I fondly hoped that in my a£e. a< well at. 
in my youtli, I might render «ervice< that ihouid ileicrTe fbepatitnitc 
of my country. Thai if I fell by the i^word of l>er eiieroie;. my grarc ' 
would be luoislened with tbe tears of my cnunltrnien ; tliat my doeeo* 
darns would be proud of my name and fame. But how rain is antkl- 
palion 1 I am now accused of crimen which would blast my fonner hM- 
ours and (raiismit my mi^mitry with infaony to po'tcriiy. And in thit 
taideon! catalugue. liierc is uonc from the impiilatiun of whirh my ra- 
(lire and my fcellogn have more recoiled than from ttuit of cowanllre, 
to wbich I am to ou'Wcr. I tliall confine mj<e1f under this cbarge (o 
the Kpccilieation.'t. or to tueh part ot the tpccilicntionv as relate to nljr 
perionat deporlmcnl. 

Almoct every act of nmiksion or of oiniiii-^sian, during the cauipaisin. 
which i( hai been thought propei' to cuisiirr, have Iweii aifcembli^ 
tinder this chu.rgr. and ther have all betn imputed to cu)«Ardli'e. But 
ai Blast of llie aeti bavu bec-u ■•poeilicil in biipjiort of oilier charges, I 
shall oat again notict) thEm, but coulinr myself to the allegation, that 
t shewed personal fear, niid a want ol course. 

However paiul'ul the recnpiUiUIi'>" ol thr teftiinoci)', ou Ih|i: point. 
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must be to me, it is so necessary that it should be brought to$cther» 
that you may have it before you io one vieiv, that I Rhall go throagli 
the disagreeable task of repeating it. 

The first witness, in point of fajct as Mrell as importance, is Major 
Snelling; he was a captain when be joined the army at Urbanua, but 
is now a colonel. 

lie testifies as follows : ** during the cannonade I frequently saw th^ 
general. I once saw him standing. He might have risen twice. Most, 
of the time he was sitting on an old tent under the curtain of the (brt^ 
opposite the enemy's batteries. I have been taught to believe that 
there are certain human passions which are indicated by appearances, 
and the appearances of General Hull, accprding to mj mind, indicate^ 
fear." 

'* The reasons that induced me to draw that conclusion were, that 
the general selected the safest place in the fort for his seat. His voice> 
trembled when he spoke. He apparently unconsciously filled bis 
mouth with tobacco, so tiiat bis cheeks were extended by it. The 
saliva ran from his month on his neckcloth and clothes. He often rub* 
bed his face with his hands, and distributed the tobacco juice about 
his face." 

He further testified, on his cross-examination, that when he return- 
ed from Spring-wells, at the dawn of day, on the morning of the 16th, 
lie went into the fort to make his report to General Hull, but could 
not find him, nor find any one who knew where he was. He said he 
did not know if General Hull was in the fort at the time the olBcert 
were killed; he saw him immediaftely afterwards. After the men 
were killed, it might have been 15 or 20 minutes before he saw Captahi 
Hull with the white flag : it might have been an hour, but he did 
not think it was. 

Tho witness could not say that he saw General Hull in the situatkm 
lie has described, between the time the men were killed, and the sepd- 
ing the flag by Captain Hull. He recollects that at the time Captain 
/ Hull was fixing the flag, General Hull was standing, and was in the 
situation he has described. General Hull was out of the fort early 
that morning, but the witness docs not know where he was. At tat 
time the enemy was crossing, the general was standing on the parade. 

I wish the court to notice the great attention which Major Snelling 
paid, to be particular in very mmutc circumstances, in giving his testi- 
mony, not only as to the positions in which he saw me, but when his 
examination was read over to him, and he found, that as It stood, it 
represented that he had said that I had distributed the tobacco over 
my face, he desired that it might be corrected so as to state that what 
be had said was, it was confined tq the lower ps^rt of my face. 

Captain M*Couimick testifies as follows — ** I was not present whei^ 
Colonel Findley received orders to march into the fort I joined hiyp 
n be was going into (he Ibrt. He told n\f^ of the onlcr and sai^ he 
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itaM luit oltj II. lint tvuiili} £0 into Ok fort lilinsolf, am] dlnct 
ici Turin (he rcgimctR. The colonel then canie back 
to tell nil' In let the com|>aniet marrh up, ami I diil sn." "Oie ni 
(iien relnle* what pu^ed between C)IoQel Kindle; and mjveU, audi 
itedt V: rnlloic*. 

■' The general appears very much agitated. He appeared li 
dor M niui^li aki'rn ta I cter naa a person. He liad been chr.i 
hacco, and the loirer part at hU Tace aitd his vest ttere covered uttft 
il." 

On his cnK«-eiamination be tctlilies tliat it might ha*e hrtn icii 
iliiuiit<><, nr liair an hour or more after tlio Grin* ceawd, lKrur« Uio 
troops wrre onlen-d to mareh )ulo the Ibrt. That it was at least half 
nn hour alter the firing belorc the n-ituesii went into the forL That lie 
raw me once that morning out of the fort, and thinks I was Dear ivhere 
Colonel Findlaj'E regiment trai Tonning the line of battle behind the 
pioket-feuce. Colonel Van Home, wlio was a major of Colnnel Ftnd- 
Ipy'S cof p«. testifies that after Colonel Ftndle;'s regiment was rormed, 
na the morning nf the 16th of Aitgusi, and about an hour, or half an 
hour belbrc the flag tras hoisted, I tra^ at the linn. That tliis wag di|- 
ring tbe cannonade. That at about the lime the tiring eeased, Captain 
Snctling came with orders that Colon*] Findky >hiruld retam with hU 
regtincnt to the fort. The cannouade bad tbea ceased. Thewitoets 
lumed ronnd and raw the flag hoisted on the li>rt. TbewitucES farther 
ttalcd that he then went intu Ibc fort with hii battalion, and after he 
got tn he saw me — hot is not certain whelher I was there when he en- 
lenMl. The )vitiie$s then proceeded as follows— " When I GM saw 
General Hull be wax on the steps going into one nl'th« rooin>i— bk face 
wai discolonn-d with tobacco Juice. It was over the lower part of his 
face and asjwt was over his e^e. I Ihoaght he was under the irifineace 
of fear. I had no doubt of it." 

On bis crass-exam iuatton he u^s, thathcsaw mr ot'i the night of the 
ipih, and at he tbinki abont Tnidnight, and before the cannonading bad 
rca<od, at the place where Colonel Fiiidley'i regiment wot loiiucrl Ibat 
night. 

He taw me the next nnoming out of the IbrI at C<i|uiiet Findlef'n 
i|Uarlrr«, and again at Ihc lineof baltlc, >Fbni the witness wms asheil 
whether care and au-iiet; might not have jimdnaeil the itppearanep hv 
ducrllicd, he answered that tare >ind HuxiKlj' migbl have added to thobe 
app-^ioncci — but upon comparing faces, he t honght mine had the indiea- 
Ihinaorrcar. Caplainltaker tei^llRes as follows— "I «aw General Hull on 
Ibu Munilng uf thi.' mill, he appeared tu me to be embarrassed .ind at « 
luuhnw to net. 1 had but one opinionivhichwasthnt he wainodcrthe 
Uiflucncr oPpenooal fear I conldiiot acwnut for the surrKodui' in an j 
other mtj." On his cross-ei^k ml nation lie sat<^" Oo'tlie morning of 
Ihc IBtb, during tbe eanoonade I mv the General in the fort. wmetlmM 
(Iltl(%, Mmclinici walking, and EonMime>it3ndin°: " 
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Lieutenant Stan9bury testifies, that on the night of the 15th of Attr 
gpst he fonnd me, at about 11 o'clock at uight, laying on the piazza of 
the barracks in the fort with my boots and clothes on. That in the 
morning when he awoke at day-break I was not there. I saw tlie gen* 
eral, says he, on a tolerably safe place — as to his being afraid I can- 
not say whether he was or not. i saw the general on the parade 
ground. I did not see any necessity for his exposing himself more than 
he did. 

Major Jessup testifies, that on the morning of the 15th, after the can* 
Donade commenced, he, in company with Mr. Dugan, met me on horse- 
back Tii the street near the second battery. He says — *• The general 
appeared to be agitated— either Mr. Dugan or myself observed the 
general was frightened. One of us said we must cheer him up. We 
approached him and spoke to him. He appeared pale and confused — 
immediately dismounted and led his horse towards the fort.'* 

"1 did not see General Hull 'till about break of day on the morning 
of tJie 16th, when the general came to my tent and directed me to 
write an order for the return of Colonels Cass and M' Arthur." 

The witness further testifies, that shortly after the enemy commenc- 
ed their fire — that at the request of Colonel Findley he went to me to 
have an explanation of an order which had been delivered by my aid- 
de-camp— that he found me and received directions fsiom me for form- 
ing the line of battle. 

That while he was attempting to collect some dragoons, of which 1 
had directed him to take the command, he saw that our Jine was break- 
ing and retreating towards the fort. He then looked towards the fort 
and saw the white flag flymg from it. That at the request of Colonel 
Findley he then went to the fort. The witness then proceeds as fol- 
lows — ** I found the general in the fort — I thought him very much 
frightened. When I met him I enquired of him if it were possible-wc 
were about to surrender. He said something about terms, and some- 
thing about the enemy's fijrce which I do not recollect. His voice at 
that time was tremulous. I observed we could at least hold out Hill 
joined by Colonels Cass and M' Arthur. He replied my God what shall 
I do with these women and children." 

The witness then states that he left the fort, wont to Colonel Find- 
ley and did not see me 'till terms of capitulation had been agreed upon 
— That then I was perfectly composed. 'Pfie witness also testifies as 
follows : *• When I came to report to the general after reconnoitering the 
enemy, I found htm on the side of the fort next the enemy, completely 
sheltered, sitting on a tent beside a bed, at the same time I reported 
that our guard, the most advanced towards the enemy, had surrendered. 
The general said that Colonel Brush had refiorted to him that his men 
were leaving him. After this when I met tlic general in the fort, and 
after the flag was hoisted, he exclaimed that four men had been killed 
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The vUness then describes bj apfiemnce at tbat time nearly io the 
vordi whirli lad bees used bj olber witnesses. 

Tbe witness io a snbseqnent pert ef his enoiinatioii Ktated that st 
the moment when he was in conrersation with me oa tbe eTenio^ of tbs 
UUi. Bear tbe second battery, a shot struck a stoae house uear me. 
Tbat I appeared nmrh agitated, dismounted mj horse and walked of 
witbam makii^ him a lepljr. Wbenerer I saw the general sajrs the 
wuaess, before tbe capitafaOion was signed* he appeared agitated ; «i^ 
mvaris. eatirHT composed. Whether the agitation proceeded fres 
tbe nartUr of bis sitnation or fear I cannot my, but I believe tbe ht> 
tff. tf^sAtbotb.'* 

Capcaia Eastman testiSes as fcrftows : "onthe ereningof the 15th, 
a shell appeared to be coming into the tort. General Hull ran towards 
the*Borth-irest bastion appareotljr to avoid it« and to get under cover of 
tiie platform. Tbe general appeared alarmed and frlgbtened, and I 
also observed it to mj companions at the time.** 

lieutenant Philips testifies as follows : ** 1 saw General HoU on the 
morning of the 16th, most part of the time during the caBuonadebe was 
sitting with his back to the parapet next the cneo^. He was sitting 
there with a number of gentlemen. I recollect one gentleman and one 
l^j near to biin. He appeared to me under the influence of fear ; he 
appeared very much agitated. I think Doctor Cunningliam was tbe gea- 
ticman that was with him. There might have been other oflieers with 
him, but I do not recollect.*' 

Colour.] Miller testifies as follows : I did not discover anj agitation in 
the gont^ral on tlu: IMh, ou the 16th he did appear mucb agitated. 
He was in the fort sometimes sitting and sometimes standing and sonie*> 
tim«!S walking. Whether his agitation proceeded from auzicty on ac* 
count of the responsibility be was taking, or from pcrsotiaJ alarms 1 
cannot say. After the surrender he told me lie iras afraid if he had 
tiMight the enemy they would have taken advantage of tbat part of his 
proclamation which declared that no white man taken fighting with an 
Indian should be spared.*' 

Ou his cross-examination Colonel Miller said; '* I saw no act of the 
gcuerars on the morniug of the 16th, which i can say might not have 
proceeded from Uie fatigue and responsibility he was under.** 

I put to Colonel Miller the following question. Can you meotioii 
any act of mine on the IGth, which you did then or do now impute ta 
personal fear ? 

To this the witness answered, **yes I did think such an imxoediate 
»nrtvnder must have proceeded from your fears/* 
To the following questions, did you see me while I was in the Ibrt in 
•t place or station unfit tor a commanding officer ? 
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Tlie rotooel anewcrail, •* I can dewribe to ttip i-ourl wlifre Uie gtniv 
nl wa.i. Had Uie cuiirt can jui]^. 

" lie WM geiwnlly near llie easterly parapet o{ the Citl. I ^ 
[bcrc pu-tof the time inysi-'If. Tlie jeneral leaood ilowo. Tbe «l 
nutvrly siile ot Ihe ton w*t as Kili> a* the spot wliere tlie genera) 
for tlw nxKit part of theliuic. The |;enerars slat iou wus tlicmastt 
TcDient to receive conHniuikalioss Irum without ttie Turl." 

**CokiiielMillerupoii>re«ianiiiutiOD t'urlbcrtcstilie<, "thai lie 
fre<|Uentl7 obecrTCd a habit wliieh I boil Kbeii I was ninch ciiga^il. uT 
shewing tobacco to nccns, and tnliiu; it It-um in; tnuulJi with my Gttg«n 
and rolling it in my lin^fTrs, and putlin; it in my idouUi again, auit roll- 
ing Itfroui luy inoutb to myQagers altemalely. 

'* I'hat be ot>ier>«d mcH'e of Ihi^ haliit on the I6tli Uiau niuaL and 
ttwiiglil Ihe aiMilion might be owing tonant of reit.TramfktigUG. 

Major Wheeler says my appiiarBuce induced hiin to Uiiuli 1 fns Ml* 
dor ILe influrnec of [lertonal fear. 

IJnteuMit Pi^etchaiD testine^ tint h<^ saw me on the Itth of Ang^t, 
amd tays.1 liait no doubt but tlial the general hh" uiuUh Ihe inaurBc« 
of personal fear, from his embari-assment, as he lat etill aJid gave u» 

Major Munson teetific* that he mvt me on thn 15th of Augnit, and 
saw me a^ain oii tho tGth. after the capitDlalkin was tnUled. Hr 
adds, " tlie gencrara situation was critical: if be iiad had any feo^ 
ings, he mtnt have had ;;reat care and anxiety. I saw notiilni; wtiiob 
night not have been accounted lur irilliout rewting to Ihelraprc&uon 
af personal lear-" 

On hU tross-eKaniinntion. by the eotirl, this wlliteKA t»y*, " It Bat 
lOorlOrainateiafterthcomeers were killed. Iliat tie law me lilUog 
ID one of the oBicers quarter*, but doe< iwt recollect that it was dar- 
iDj; tlie cannonade, eitlier no the I5tb or Ilttli. that b<- <«w dm. 

Captain .Maswcll tnliliei lliat he served in Uw reTnlutlonary <nr— 
HWiengB^d in the affair al Brawiitlown. uudrr CuloucI Miller, niikfc 
marfe the twenty third battle in wliicb he had liiught 

lliat alter the cauoonuliiig coiumenced on liic l.Sl)i, be saw lite mt 
tiorsebacli at one of the batteiici. 

That I had a cunver^alioii with the offrcr commanding at the time 
the balls were pii-Hingand rcpaxting; tliai lir toolt nulieeof my rauu- 
tenaoce, and lliat I appeared firm. i^olIcctRl awl cuul : that 1 iAt d m 
S mimttM on my burse ami rode off again. 

That be did uot «ee loe on Ilie ItUi. Tliat at tlic time the array 
was retrt'^ting from Saudvich, Ibcre was a I'lajimur that 1 wm intimi- 
dated, and that was Ibe reasou why, on the evuoii^ of Ihe 16Ui, be 
(litrtlcularly obEErfed my culiotLnauea. 

Oeiieral Taytor lestihe«, that he saw me »c»pr»l limes on tbe even 
tngofthe 16lb. during thR cautHinadc: tluil there wai nu impreuiian 
made 00 bU mind of oiy being under persomtJ liar on lliat dayorevw- 
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luf ; tlial t ^if^irpil to be UirHightfal sml Ter<r low fpiriud ; ituU b 
hrani uu iudit-itinii of iiitpiriUii; the mea ; that tny cnnnlotinoce wmi 
tluti ; IliBt he EBn ntc lienr Iliv galcw:^; : hkiI thut I itrtltniil Coloni-l 
FiiiJIi'.v to ntovc I'rom tlie upper to the lower liili; of tho tori, without 
M17 tpcrilk order: bow to form. Early on l)w 16th, inli>riD«lion etmc 
thitt the cnemr Here prepariug to crons. und uo orders were e>ven to 
resist them. Tliat m} appe&rance displii7«il nmrp of the nutrki ot l4>- 
baceo ttian hr had generally- seen in * nest mm ; thnt hU iinprMtioa 
Wit, thai I was nader the influence or penonal It^ari (h«t he did not 
sev me spitn unlit the flng was lioisteil ; that wbeii bo taw me near 
the gite. on the Ititli, lie saw manf ofliceri with iim. and natonc Um 
restC:iplaiii Sui'Iiiiiti;; that lie did not cou^ider bi'iiig Iberota shrink- 
ing from danger. 

Caplajn Bwon lestilios. that be Kaw me in the fort very I'nfqnNttljr 
fin tlie 1/ith and lOth. ThHton the leUi he aaw iiie with Dr. Cunniiis- 
hora and bis v/Uf, fitting on some planks; that he akoiuiw (ome other 
)ierMns there, some oi tthmn liv tliinks wi^re oBken. Tint dciriiig thr 
cannonade he saw me on the parapet or the Ibrt. auce on Ihn ctcnin; 
of thelJth.aBdonceoii thelGlh. That Iw lan imtHdiSiTent places 
abont tite garrison duriug the rannoiiulc. That I seemed enga^d as 
usual, bat nxiitaltd, on the iiianiin;ortl]i> l6Th raori: Uian rnmmoD; 
that be did not know l.hp eaiitc, that he had 00 <u«|tloiou thai il waa 
personal fear ; neither did he bear such a suipicion expre«iicd b; aiijr 
or the officers, that aftf^r the shot rams which did enoeiition. the offi- 
cers and men very generally were rai the eastern side of the fori, andtv 
the prolerlioD of the parapet next the enemy. 

Judge Wiiherell testifier, thai ho «aff lue on the 1£lh, during the 
rannonade near one oTour bittteries : when, rroinallhesaw, I was cool 
and rollccted. 

I bclicre, gentlemen, 1 hare How cnlEcctef]. anil prcscnteid to yoii iu 
coiuioxion. crcry Kyllnhle of Ihc testimony which has been oOvred in 
luppoi't or thc' speriGratioR undiir this ebaijc, Kliivh relates to my 
jtenoiial apjienrance. and deportment, S'ucb lacts ur the ICKlJmaii/ 
as baie the most bL^riog, I have endeavoured lo repeat, in lite nil- 
SBSsos own words; and bave done it with as loQch accaracy as the 
note* taken bj* my aoiiiuel wr>uld permiL 

Beroro, gentlemen, I pruteed Dirther on the examiuatino of this tes- 
timony, atlmr mo to lay before you an oslrael il'Dinan author of great 
re&peclaliitity, i^ul^ininf: rules not uupplicabln to the prt'scut ocea- 
■inn, hy which the credihitily of wiUiesset ought lo be Icsted. 

" A witness, tays Mr. Tyler, in liii Essay on Military Law, wlio am- 
plilies his leitimonj , uuneceuarily entargiuu; Upon circumsLaucei nnl'a- 
Tourable taa party — who seems to be iratificd hy the i>p)iortouily of 
fiiruiifaii^ comiemoatory evidence, or manilestly betray) piissiou or 
prejudice in the substance ol his leslimnny, or in the luamicr of de- 
liverin' it. 1^ to be listened lo ivilb >nipivion «!' bie teracity." If a 
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>vilii«sc, the autlior adds, ■' lakes upon himself to remember, with tli< 
jrealHt minuteness, ail the cireujnstances at a trau«aclion long since 
pSKt. anil ichicli are nf a fri*olnu< nature, and not likely to dwell via 
>bc memorj, hL<< tentimoof U thereby reiiilcred very suspicNMis." 

i ask tlie memliers lo teEt the leetiiDony which has bcpR gi*el| ' 
upiinul me by Ihece rules. Were there not many of the wJtiiGssei 
who amplified their leKtimony, anil unoetessarJIy enlarged upon cii«> 
cum.slances unfavourable to me : who seemed to I>e gratilied by the 
apportunity of furnishing condemnatory evidence ? 

I appeal to Hit! eourt tojud^e of the manner iu iihleh tiie teElimii>'j 
■y offiome of the witneaiioi was deliTered. and whether they did liotJ 
betray a warmth that eould Dot leave them 1'rf.e from a suspicion ot''M 
Strang prejudice or bian. 

M^or Snelling lia» ecrtainly taken upon bimsetf to rememlKr, witb 
the greatest mhiutencts, circumstances of a frivolous nnlore. 

He remembered that my cheeks were swelled with the tobacm I 
put in iny nmuth. 

He rememlxired lliat my neckcloth and rest were soilCil, and tbu 
tobacco was distributed about my face i aud nhen iiis cxamiualioitwu 
read over to him. Iiis recollection wat ta cilremaly accurate as 
tliF tDDi^t miuute eircumttaiice, that he lutiited upon what hod bi 
H ritten to be so corrccttil as to read, that It ivas the loirer part of m 
fece wliich was soiled ; Ibougti on this parlimlar he is cflnlradicled h_ 
Colonel Van Haruc, who. it apjiears, was no Icsi observing of minuW'-l 
«ircun)stances, aud whose memory U not le<^i tenacious of tlicin. Cil>- 
loncl Van Home recollect!, aud hai licrn very particular in BtatiDgi*, 
tliat tiiere was a mark made by Ibe IoImcco over one of my eyes ; I 
nai fio very minute as lo observe that it was over my le|t eye, t 
I believe it is not so recorded in his testimony. 

Major Snellin§'s rorrec^u with respect to tlie tituation oT the lOr 
baceo on my face, will not appear in tiie record of his testinmny ; 
it will be brought to the remembrance of the court by my rcmiof 
them, that, when 31aJor ijneibng proposed the alteration in the reci 
t)0 as to ttale that ho meant to have spoken only of the lower part Ol 
my face, I objected to its lieing altered on the minutes, and n ~ 
that it might appear iVom tlic record of the evidenee, that this was If 
f^urrectiou of tiis. Hut. gciillemen. the opinion of Major knelling II 
I vru under the InDuence of pemnal fear, as well as tbe tame o 
nkin of oUicf witnesses, who have very nearly fnlloiicd his words i 
their description, is formed, ai they avow, from my appearance, : 
from my situation and conduct in tbe fort. 

A correct and certain Judgment of the rmotioni of the mind, froU'. ' 
indicalton« of Ilie coimlenauce. or from mere personal ap])cai«nc«,' 
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can hardly ever be formed i and it must tie inliitileir 
when fati^e, aniiety. and a great respoflsibilit 
time, be producing their effect- 



"11 It to do n^ 



nil at till- 



Major SaelGtlj:. Utoagh arery jminr i:r""rirniii IC iiln hn firntwi 
eil liu great aci)nireiiienl5 ; and it wuuld seem, from liii IcsUmonf. 
tlint Oie hiiRian pu^inns baTe beeo tbc object ofbiR shid;. He iutra- 
ducet tiiJ te^Utnony od this point wilh tiie^c ivonls : " I have beftn 
taoght to believe that there aro certain human passiojn wliich are iii- 
HiC-atcd bj appearances -, and the appc-arancf of General llqll, io itir 
mind, ilt'lk'-aled Tev." 

I hope ttiat these proft''-?ioiis of .Major Sndlini will nol give bis opi- 
nion ui undue ircigbt, betaufo he lia£ not tnU ns in wliat Kbnol be 
acquired hii science ia piijibgnom; ; nor hu Itc £i*pii m tin roloe bj- 
n-bicb. nheii Ibe mind uay be under rvioui excitcniculi, he cmi dis- 
linguifb Ibe appc;irance« ttliicb will iudicatc tlin prcrulencc i>r one 
orf>r tbc other. Majnr Snclling, I ba.ro no doubt, >riieo be gaius more 
age and experience, will 6nil thai tbe iiuliczliMU of appearance^;, ia re- 
spect to tbe human laiiid, arc I'all^cioui. 

Ilii onn case may ftSbid an eridcnce of it. I rajself, and man; 
who beard hi« te.<itimoD]r, aad that of raaaj other; of tbe wiluecses, and 
marked tbe manner or il, Uiought tJiat tbej manireitcit great paaaioii 
andpr^udico against me — that thej loomed gratified nllb the oppor- 
tunity of fnmi&bbg coudemnKlorj cridcncc. These appcaninceK inaj 
(tare been I'allacioiu; but if Uiej vers to, it it strong eriilence thai 
tbe most eiToneons couclueiuui>n:iij be drawn from eipresi^ions of coun- 
tenance, toQO of >oicc. and cngcnieis of martuer. 

I beg it may be observed tliat mnsLof the iTitoesses, except Alajor 
Snclling, who hare given lliutr leslimony oo this point, did not M>e rae 
ill liie fort, until utter the flag tvas liuisted, when there was, of conr«e. 
aceaiatiaauf hostJUtiM, nonintil after I retirmcd I'roni the teol. 

Tlic «Hluei^iti«> have all eiidtATOiirod to im|nc<s on the mindi of liir 
court that I iiiiended, in all cveiitx, Id make an nin'ondiiianal nirrcn- 
der. If Uiis were the case, where was tfie occasion lor persnuaJ bar. 
alter I had inrited, by tbe Dag, a negocintion, and had itopped tbe 
ouenir'i fire? Major Jeisnp says that whcu be saw me. before the 
capituJation was ticucd, I appcanjd grentlj agitated, but that afler- 
wards, I was entirely comiHiscd : a^id yet, n.< IVlajor Jessup did not luc 
roe in tbc fort, on tbe iGth. until after tbe nrgixiaiionw»!i«ommeDre<l| 
Ihare waji no more ground for agit^ition, from pcr'oual fear, when bo 
naw ine on that day, proicmily to the capitutttiMi, Uum tliere was 
alter that event. 

There is a part of Major Jei;aup*!i leelimony which is certainly iror- 
tby of remarlc. llii power of jud^iig of thu human pastions from ap- 
prannccs, li rren superior to Major Snelllug's ; bcranse from bis tes- 
timony, it seems, he can pereeive the appearance! trbeu tbe alijert is 
It some distance, lie states that when he and Mr. Dugan tatr me on 
honolhicl^ on the 15th, I appeared to be frightoned. One of Ihem (aid 
we rnmt cheer him up. We ibcn approached hira, says the wilni^si, 
>f«I spotc to birn-^be appeared pate, &c, so Uiat they had, acrordii^ 
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to thia (ettimony, perceived that I was lightened t»hile I oras cti horse- 
back ill the face of Uie eneiny's fire ; nud betbrc Ihej had approached 
mo, or spoke to mc. 

I do not deny tliat on tlie morniui of the I61h I was grenti)' xfltated, 
my body was worn with iiitigue; and my mind iras filled with the 
dce|>e5t aiuicty. On the one hand I well hnei* the consequences of a 
mirrend^r. I knew how uafortunalcit wasfor 107 country that I nhould 
be obliged to yield ; I saw the consequences to inyi^lf ; I knew thut the 
disappointmeDt of lite high expectntioDf which liaii bpen raised irtiuld 
becltarged to me, wid that all the foult< of others, to which in fact the 
failure of the es|icdition vWi owing, iroiild be laid at my donr. I tan- 
too, what was intended to be the effect nfthn opposition of my officeri 
to a measure they knew I muitoriroulcl pursue. In proportion as tliry 
Ibund inc decided on this final step, they Iwouiiic tnsnleiii iu tlicir oppo- 
xiliou, and were nio^t so when it wai ascertained UiM tfae^ would not 
meet the enemy, ajid eoiild nut be punlihed tiy me. They fbrcxaw tliat 
{freat reputation was to be purclmscd at r.a cheap a rate as appeariue 
highly averse to the surrcnderi and aft'-rwards publishing to tlie world 
all thejKaid and did, as evidence of mycriminalilyaudUieiroivnhcroiBra. 
While all tliese considerations enlisted every private feeling uguott the 
iirrender. my mind wai agitated by the opposite demands of duty: 
the dreadlbl enaseqiienccn of nnsucceii>nil resistance, or indeed of any 
thing les* than a most decisive victory, filled my thoii*hts. In tlie 
ihidst of a people among whom I had lived so long as tu lie known la al- 
most every inhabitant, all of whom looked to me for protection, and 
many of whom had sought safety in tile fort. I ennld not reflect 00 
the horror) a fa general luassaere which would have been tlic eonsequen- 
cei uf a defeat, without emotion. He who, in nich a situation, cuuhl 
liave been |iorfectIy ti«iiqui1 — whose appearances should have discoverd 
lO agitation, must have been eitlicr test or more than raan; He ransl 
have been denied the leniibilities common to our nature, or been en- 
dowed with faculties more than human. 

When the court eonsidcn my situation i linw many causes there 
were to excite strong emotion ; will they believe that the witnesses 
who have testified on this point, were capable of inch di^rimination us 
woutd enable them to ascertain, that the appearaitres which they have 
described proceeded irom penoiuil fear? .Major Snelling prDfC!!!<ed to 
have been niiinstructed in this branch of aoience, but Captain M'Com- 
miek who was not in the fort 'till after Finiiley's regiment .narched in. 
made no such pretensions ; he appeared to found his judgment on tiH 
natni'al instinct, and indeed he did right not to make a claitn which wos 
'lut nfthe 6rst stage of civilization: to which rank, notwlthiitaudinghis 
tawdry regimentals, it ira^ evident he belonged. 

Several of the witnesses have given their opinions on this tiibjc(.'t, 
with less confidence, and some qualifications. Colonel Van Uorne ha; 
.idmilfi-d th;it air' mid niri'l;/, mieht have added t^ the nppcaratiue! 



J 



103 

wtMi ho <a|Tlhe<l. Hi»lK-]ier, liowcver, uIovlMlretatM tapennaF 
«l (uMT, tu: !<a>[, iiL- rnnned lro[aaciiiMpariMi[iol'facc.'&, bj wluiJi lie judg- 
ed that m'utii inilkalcd fear. 

I boUerc, Kir. Ihat in (be cumparisoD of coaDtcnanccg, wlien I wu 
snrniutidetl by my offirers at the time o[ the surreixlcr, a TUt <liQbr- 
encc might have been observed between Ute eipre^vion at' many of 
ibeir's aad mine. II' mj counteuauce expressed wlial I I'elt, it inuet 
have shewn Iraci^s of tlie painful anxietj', b; wbich I had been oppre£»- 
cd. and aidrlu of the deepei>t regret for the ineBHiru 1 bad been obli- 
{ctl to pjreuc ; while olbrr (nen might perhaps bare beuneil wiUi the 
exultaliou nbicb the niinils of Minii' eanleel, wlica tbejloolc upon nhat 
(faejr may think a fslitu man. 

Pouilft}', there may liaie liceii around me. those wlio felt and whose 
cnmienanres csprettnl a joy. llial. by llic rapilntatioD. llivy tiail pur- 
■based penoiial seciirily, and avoided a blooily contest, at the expense, 
as they luppoteil. of my character and honairi'. 

General Taylor also concluded from my appearance, (hat I wai under 
the iaduenre of perccHial IVar. Ilv^ve' yiiii Uie grounds on which lii- 
drew his rooelusion — Th<>y ara thai I appeared tliou^tful and vei-j 
tow ipiritcd , Uiat my coiiiilcnance was dull, and thai he saw about mv. 
more of the marks of tobacco than was consistent with ncalncs^i. Arr 
the>:e i;n>uni)s whieh will warrant a conclusion that Ls to aBbet the life 
ofa man ? Ak to what hu been said on this disgusting xuhjcct of Iht' 
tobacco, 1 will dismiss it as to all the witocsses. with a reference to the 
testimony of Colonel Milter, who proves that I had a habit, which might 
hare jiroduced ail tbti appearances, vrhich the witnesses Aay my chew- 
ing had produced. I( in Itnoivu Itiat where there is a habit of uun$ 
tobacco, it it cninmonly (unconsciously) lalcco to exce^, whenever the 
mind is much occupied ; even (he eifitetHeiiT, tlia( miac of (he wiuie«s- 
cs who use tobacco, fcU wtiilc tbcy were under cxuuination. delugeil 
this Door with their ejipertoratiuiis. 

Miijor MuDson saw me in the fort ^5 minutes alter the officers were 
killed. He does not reeollrrt that the cannonade then continued. But 
I beg the court to remark, that lie speaks ofa time, to which the testi- 
mony of many of the oDicers. who bare Kpokea of my pergonal appear- 
ance, must refer — He says he saw nothing which ini^ht not hare beea 
accounted for, without rcsorliog to the supposition of personal fear- 
Captain Maiwell did not see me ou the Itith, hut on the I.Kh be taw 
mo in a situation where I ivan exposed (n Ibe lire of the enemy. He 
layK that I was collected an<I cool. Tie Infirm' ynu why he was indu- 
ced lo notice my appearanae ; and his toUinuiny is of some importance, 
because it shews, that, as early an the relreat I'rom Canuda. my officers 
had lie^n to propa^te imputations on my couracie; and because hit 
tc'tintony must relate tu (he same time when Major Jesiup sayi hs 
saw me on hnrsehaek. and nhierrpd tui'h strong indications of fear. If, 
Sir. the opinions of these two witnesses arc in oppgsitJeu, the court 
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inusi determiue whether Ibej will re\y on the veteraiit nhnliu bcea 
twenlji-lhree tiines rjiga^cil tvilh Iho entiiiics uf his roiiutr/. or the 
foiin; gentleman, who at the lime he siicuki of, tvas about 2I> yean of 
^o, and who knew do more of battles Ibun what liehadheu-rlorleam- 
eil tram boulct. 

The testimony of iiiil;(e Withcrell, who was a revoliitjonary oSicer. 
who aiNO saw mo on the evening of the 16th, h likcwi^ iu oppositioi) 
to the leitimoiiy ol' Major Jeuup. 

Captain Bacon lays. I waimuch agitated on the mominsorthe IGlh. 
but that he had no utipicioa it was personal I'eu ; Dcillier did lie hear 
tueb a (iitpicion expressed by any of the officern. 

The deposition of Major Andersau I have not been ahle to proenre in 
lime to Eubinit lo my eounscl, previously to iny delence bring closed. 
It is very important, not only ax it respects the point now imder coQ- 
ftidcration ; hut the court will lind that tliere i« a grpat variation be- 
tween his teslioiony and that of General M'Arthur, in relation to the 
Tortilicatbn at Sandwich. But as I would not a<k another pnttpnnemcnt 
of the court, for the sake of making any further observations nn tbc 
testiiDony of .Major Anderson, I mu^t rely upon the court loeiamitie his 
de|>osilion. and to give liis teslimooy it's due weight. There are some 
of the witnesses who have givenamere naked opinion, that t was uuder 
Ibe iolluenee of penoftal fear, without anngniiig any reaGon^ for tbeic 
opinions, who^^c testimony I shall not uotice. It i) impoB.<ihle it can 
have any inSnence In the minds of the courL 

Major JeKSup said, that whether the agilalinn which he dcteribeil^ 
proceeded from tbc novelty of my situation ur fear lie could not ^ay. 
but he believed the latter, if nut both. 

Caplain Baker said be was of opinion that I was under the influence 
of fear, as lie could not account for the surrender in any other way. 
This explanation of Captain Bakermay afTordabcy to much of the tes- 
timony on this point. He, like many other of the oflieers. thought the 
surrender unnecessary. They did not concern Uiemwlves with consi- 
derations of what might be the consequences of resistance— they there- 
fore saw DO other molive fur tlic ttep 1 had taken, than my own tbars i 
tbey, tbereforo, when questioned on this point, taid they Ihooght I waa 
under the inflnencc of personal fear, tKcauso I surrendered. 

1 beg the court to note, that Colonel iVIiller's answer to Uie inlenv- 
gatory put to faira on this subject, is to the same effect, although he 
was atationed in the Ibrt, and I had been in the fortress fWtm tlie com- 
mencement of the f:auiuiaBde 'till tlio surrender. He says, he salt no 
conduct of mine which might not have proceeded fi-om fuliguc and the 
responsibility of mysiluition, and thathceould mention no act of mine, 
which lie tlid tlien, or does now impute to personal fear, but the surrcn- 
ind yet Colonel Miller had better opportunity of observing mv, 
than any olber witness. He was an older and a more cxperiencoi] 
Mldier, thou any who have given their tcstiBwny; many of whom he^td 
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m eneiiiy'i gun I'ur tin- lint luw, at tlic Itaw %» *rfMi 

IC gMitleinen, your decwlon niton tbU [loidl, i-ould red apao the 
■ei^lof ttiG Apiiiionsgiveob]' the wilueurs •'atlt->[ l>j tlie jn(lt;e Mt*»- 
fAU, ttac prepoadenuice <rould In? in niy faTonr. 'flu: tipiHiom ol* Colonel 
Miller, be liating bot:ii pliiceil ia a siluiilion wliicbgave liim tucli nipc- 
riur tdiaoltfiet t'H critical, ilelibiTate or»er*aliciu, moit detKrvo more 
mpvctlhantbc tc^limony ofall tin- iiicipvrieuced and f oiiii; m^u. hIio 
oul; fii« mi' ocrvionRlly or the momiug of the ISlli, uad wlio have 
altempled la irappnrl tliis ch&rgc br Uicir opioloiu. 

So fkr u an; or tlie witocm-i hate fouadeii their opiiiioa Ihst I wu 
nnitcr tbe inOiicni-e or perMnal ftar, upon tliL< act of »>urrendGr, u it 
. the raie with Colonel Alitler and Captain Baltpr and athen, tbeir ti^ti- 
ttotmj can have no wei*lit. The court have tlie same opportnaity of 
irairing a cniirliiiinii ti-nm that fact tliat tixej had. I bare endeavour- 
ed tosa.ti%tj the court that that act was ju«liliable, or at IcatI thai I 
bail «lruiii; rcaMns Ibr tliinkiii^ il m, and if this n-a.i tbe cue, it cau- 
not Im mad'.' tbo groutid orcundeniiutiui), because witcessef may have 
mide It ttio CiHiiifalion of theiroptition of my want of couragi?. 

Qilt. crnllrinrn. there it uo example of Uie opinion uf wltnr^seii on 
thl» snbj^t t-vfi- hsviitc been received in rvidunt'! on which to ground 
a ountictiiiti. 

ExpraitiuiK oflhe human coiinteDance, and the manners of men, are 
but fUtibIn indicalioiuof the workin^^of the human mind. Thediffer- 
onee inapifcatancei, prDjuccdby the ^^citeinenti of different paMiMM, 
are loo aubtti' li aJmil of ubsorvut ions Aoin wliicti any codcIuejdiij inaj 
tin drawn ; imi-h depcbds upon cuiiilitutlan, and often murb upon ths 
leinporar? pliyi^iral condition of the boily. 

A man worn with foti^e of ImkI; or iniud, and pressed ivith a Ihou- 
unddrMutfnl autietiei. may, tlioughnnllie point of inevitable dettruc- 
tlon, roriptl hi* own Ihte. and be only moved by the eniiiiliion of thoae 
around him: while (he xititeHirial observer would impute his agiti- 
lion lu the dread of death, Tlio uiieduenlod tpectator who l)as not 
been tau-hl,Nt Major Sue I i ill)!; has been, the Inilications of hnman pas- 
sioiu, would moit proliably xoe lu th« rouulrnancc and manner of the 
^ Laocoon, only eiiTPUinns of tcriM and liodliy pain i and Hould not 
DRderitand that Ihn arlltt hiw expremed in the couulenaiire uid con- 
vulstre agitation of a <lriug liilhei't Uj^oiit of mind, eieitcd by the tor- 
lure of bis expiring children. 

There nevri' has b<'cn, an>l in Jii>.tli^9. never can be a convict hin under 
this clHirjc of cowBi-dlcr. imt when a want of edtirHge i« imliraled bjr 
the omiisiaii or r»rninijniiin of wtui« act iu violation of the duty of the 
person usniiist Whom tlie charge Is maJe. 

I thnil eoneliide inv observntions upon that part of the evidence 
whieh rcJatea to my fiersonat appearance, with *ome cxtAets frooi as 
F.iiqirth IKtturinn. niin give^ 30 nccouiil of tbe triil uf Lord George 
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Sarkrllle. wlm wm tried Tor migconduct at tbe hAttle of MiodeD. 
Doctor Smollett Imving sutcd that uimc tetliinoay was gWrn to prove 
that ivLicn ccrlnln orders were ilclivcrcil ti> Loril Genrze, lin nrii< alarm- 
ei) in a xetj ;real decree, and spi'ini'd in (he iilinost roiiriision \ iuT>|r>in!s 
remnrWs from wliirh llic lolloiTiit' nre cxlracl<. 

"Tlio funilid reader itUI or liiiiHelf ileterminc wlKtlirr n [onn'* 
ktart it to be Jiidgcil hy any changt of his carni'lejion, granting «ucli a 
rbange la base liBjipeiied." — " ^Vliclher it was likel?, that an nffirer 
ntio had been more tliHn once in actual «ctvirc, and behnred itiliwut 
rcproarb. n> as to altnin an rinuieiit rank in the army, sluiiild tihiblfc 
lymptofflsorroaror eonrusion. irlieii in rcalily iljercivasno a]tpenranee 
or dangpr." " With retpect to the iinptitation of cowaitik* levf tied 
at LordGeorgu by Ihe unlliiakiiigniiiliiinde, and cirruUtod with <nicb 
induiitry and elnnwir: we niiglit to conjridcr it as a mob-aeeunntion, 
which ihe bravest nrincD, evt^n thi< great Diikeof Marlborough, eonld 
not ctcapc. Wcought tnviewit as adongcroiis suspicion, whlob ttrikei 
at tile root of character, and may blast that bononr in n mninent, nhicb 
Uio soldier lias acquired in a Ion; coui-se ofpainiul servicer, anil at tbe 
continual liaEaf] of his life. We onghl to distrust It as a lualtgnajit 
chaj-gf!. allnjether incon»L>.tcDt with the former coaduet of the pcrBOa 
accuwd." 

Tbe teitintony nfminc oflbr wiinRwes, appears tohai-u liecn intend- 
ed lu prove, that I inanlfcxted a want of courage, by certain actn, du- 
4in% tbe cannonade, as well on tlic 15ib as on the IGthi these are. 
that on the l-^th IdisinocintBcl ajtd walked towards Uic fort, when a<bot 
ilmck a lionxe Dear mo — that I atoldt-d a >iliclt, which appeareil la ba 
coiniug iibto the furt ; and that I vemaincd in Itie fbrt in a place ofse* 
eurity during the eonnonadc. 

It docs appear to mr, gentlemen, that if atl llieso facts were esacN 
ly as the witnesses could wiih thooi to appear, they would unt support 
any ciiarKe. If I Cnuud luyseir unix'ceiiarily rxpoi^d to tbe shot of lbs 
enemy, by licing ou horsubacb, was it not my duly to disiuouot 7 Ib !( ' 
to be wnKidercd a derelktitm of duly in an officer, to avoid Ibe eipkh , 
lion of a shell ? or is it unjuntiflablc in a commander, when in a forlreat ■ 
tlial n bombarded, to put hiraaelfin a place cit' security, provided he b* 
in sucli a situalion a that be may pve his orders aiKl perforin tbe nei 
ressary duty of liLs ttalion ? Judgiu^ frcim what I have seen of »crvice. 
with the bravest men our couulty ever prodnccd, I may venture to say 
that tbe court would answer these question* iu the negative. But yet 
I muit aik tbe patience □!' the courU wlijlo I give tbe testimony which 
litM been offered ou one nf tbeie points : that is to tny, my reoiainin; in 
Ihc tiirt, and my situalioti there, a slight examination. The other; I dft 
oot tbiitit worthy my attention. 

Major Snutting went into the fort, when he relnrued on the mornins 
of the 16lh from Sprinf-welN. lie was rowsi^d IVom a rcpo>>c. after 
haring been at ;i post all oighl. by ihe c 
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ait- ffeiemaioed there till afuir tbc flag went fnit, when Ii^ifst mil 
Willi oritcrt In Colonel Fiodle^'s regiment. He uppcan (o bale re- 
turned to tlie (on Again, abonl the lime Uiat the Brilisb officers went 
ttilD Pr»oii'» i]iiarter«. In khort .■*!*>«■ Snellioj was in the fort, afcord- 
in% lo Ilia account, ilririnf; llic whok time of Ibe cauiKniadB on tlic 
Itilh, and notil ILe Brilisb Imop^ tnkrehrd in, nitli tbe eieeptioo of » 
verv tbort interval, bclwecii the sending of the flag and the final fur- 
rotidcr. Now iltirro; the time of the ramiooaile. Major Sncllii^ nw 
ate standing bnt onue. Hif meilMH7 it iO extremely Icnartoits of Ibe 
•liniitctt CTrcumitBiiccf, ereo of a friTolous aatur«, that be oill onl^ 
admit, a< > poiitit>ilit;, that I might harc'risen twirc. The fri)rd« at 
Major Suelliug an- — " During the cannonade, 1 frequeotlj saw the gi-n- 
crel — 1 once MW him standing — he mi|;ht have risen twice. Most or 
tlie time he rias fitting on an old tent, under the curtain of the fort, op> 
|KMite the enemy's batteries." 

Whether I nas sitting or iiandtn; in Ihr fltuatinn which MD)orSneU 
liog descrilw", is iminateiial — I should hav«- Iwcn equally psfe inrilher 
pOEltiou. It k therrr»re cilranrdlniiry tliat «> unimpoitant a cirrum- 
itanre ihoald have miule lurh a lastin; impres<iun on his mind. 

The tcftimnnjr. hoirever. of tlie other nitne^nes called by thf lildge 
advncalc. dae^not ajipear to rurrexpond niUi tlie reeolleclkin of Major 
i^Dclling. General Taylor's tostimnny is i^rlainly worthy of remark. 
It appears lliat, tliou^li .Major Snx>llin^ thotiiht that my taking a pmi- 
tion under cover of the parapet of the fort, during the cannimade. wat 
tvidrncc of coviMiic^.jftAtajirr SiteUing kiitticl/.'n scem>:, thonjiht he 
was at liberty to avail himself of the very name protection. General 
'fayhfr Kays he law i^lajor !?DeliiDg, aa well a>i many other of the ofB- 
rers, rn the same siinatiun that I geuerally occupied daring tbe firing. 
H hen I wa> in the fort. 

Caplaiu Baker says — " On the morning of the 16th. during the ran- 
nonade, I mw the general in the fort, soioetimcs Bitting, sometnnn 
naliing, and Eometimcs standing." 

Colonel Miller alio states that 1 was sometimes sitting. MinetiiiKa 
•landing, and comctimes walking. 

Indeed there could hare been nn rea^aa for my remainine prre[>ely 
ill cine situation during tbe cannonade, if 1 had been actunlrd by bo nu- 
line regard to perHinal safety ; for it ajipears that the whole eulcra 
side of the (art was as seeuro in one part as another. If tliere wers 
any reasons'for ^TJng prercranee to the spot where the wilnestes say 
I was sitting, it is that it was ntar the gate — a nitualion where I coaM 
t-asily I>e found, and where it was most coovi-nicnt. as Colonel MiU«r 
has testified, to receive reports and to give my otdera. 

From this post I had the wtiole interior of the fort nndcr my *iow, 
and could comraunicate my onlers to any part. ^Tas I not then in k 
situation for a commander ? The court will recallert that Colonel MU* 
Icrstatt^s, Hialhchinisclf wasioinutiiiK^ with m", while I was iu the 
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place Uie H-llnessCJ have described — and thn liicl h, Uial tverj oBka 
in (lie fort placed hiiuscir under the protection of Ihc i^n'itci'n parapet, 
when liU duty did not require thnt he should be in niuure rjcpuwd sl|i|- 
Bul It has been atlnuiiJled lo prove ihui I remiuiied In \Sk I'urt 
— and txwk no mesiiures, hihI iimed no orderi^ for a diipusitioo of tlu: 
troops, after the cannonade rummenrcd. -Major Jestu[i hUles, that 
shortly oiler the answer had been returned lo Uie Briiisli tuinmuiu! on 
the IStb, he met me on borsebacli, and that I then gave biin directions 

r Uic diepositiou irhirh was to be made of the lroo[i' for tJie delbnco 
of the town. It H also proved by the tettiiiMny of .Major Jcsinp, that 
In Ihc evening af tlie iSiU I ivai ou horseback, visiting llie batteries, 
while the cannonade continned. 

Major Munton met me on the same evening on horseback, when I 
wai visiting the pnits. — Major Jessup caid he mt't me on the nigl)tof 
Ibe I51h at abiiut midnight at the posilkin wbieb Colonel Flndley's 
corps had taken up for the night — I was also, as lie testiJiei', at hi< qiiBN 

Iters, alfout da^-breafc on the morning of the IGth, tvlillc he nie writing 
by candle-light, and ^vc him directions lo de>>patrli an urdrr for Colo- 
nels M-Arthnr and Cass. And Captain iVI-Cormick testifies Iliat h" 
saw me on horseback at the liine on which the ti-oops were forlned, a 
I sliort time before the firing ceased. .Several other wiliiei;t«E prove, 

that they saw miywit of the Ibrt at wvemi thnet, as well or tlic lOlli 
as the leth. WB»t fonndatlon is there therefore for the charge, that 
i^^ dui'iiig the whole time of the cannonade, I (ookshslterin thi- furt ? 
^^L Major Snelling't testimony )s eo important as to my pcnmnal appeal - 
^^M ance, that I cannot hut direct the attention of thecnnrt to any ctrcum- 
^V itauces hi his testimony on any other point, which 1 think may deve- 
lope the ipirit or disposition with which be lias te»titied, — With llits 
View I beg the Court to notice IhKt Maior hnelliuK lia« (estlTied that 
•rheahe returned fh)m the Sprhig- wells, ou the morninjof tlio IRtb at 
dawuofday. lie went into the fort to make his report tome. " Rut." 
t«y« the major. "I could not find the general, norSnd any one who 
knew where be was." It has been proved by other witnesses, that I 
was out of the fort at that time — now. when .Major Soclling cnuli! not 

I find me in the ftirl, nor find any body that knew I was Ilif re. It terms 
Ifl me. he might have ventured to say. I was not in the fort al Uiat time. 
1 do think he had at least m good grounds to draw that coneluoiun, as 
he had to infer tliat I wa« under personal fear, from the spptAtiince he 
obtcrvcd. Major Sntlling does in a mibsequent part of hit ciaroinalion. 
Bay that I was out of the fort early that morning; But whether IhUr^ 
fen to the time when he made his report or not I donot knotv. 
I h»ve now genllemen done with this charge, lo far as it rct.p<«t« my 
personal appearance and deportment. Vo«, who I wn lo pcrsumc, 
and do belieie, are brave and bonourahlf men, will judge of what I 
uiUKt liare sufeed, to have sat, day alter day. JistMiing to impi'talions 
BfalloUiort tlir mnut wonnding l« th. foi-linas «f ^ tal.ll. r-To Iravr 



tlic<''. Eai,~iii(atiuni i-^st ii|ian mo by reprci'^nUtion*, inlintlril lo male 
rae apppur nhJ-'cU)' itn>l di*giiningty lta<n)— To Ik obli^orl lu liear a^jr 
uame and TaiHc piilliitrd b; the tcstimcmf nliicli luv Ih'i'h givi^i — 1'u 
bcohligrd lo rcpal the l»n^sg^^ of tiie ntlOHiMii in iiiy dt^lt-uce. (IT 
in thpimclvcs punishment linrdly luf«Tk>r lo tliU wtikU tvoulil be Ilir 
ronteqininM of your proiHHjneiii^ Die gnlky— Bnt, p;rnUeiiwn, of thai, 
upon tlil» elin7;p<irooiraiili», I am bold lo my tlravitnodread- 

I b«*e liiiishi mnr« liatlh's tlmn innny ofthR young mm itho liav* 
Impvarhod iu>- of Ibia crime, hnvi; uumbi'rvd >i>ar«. 

I appcui 10 tbc bikloi? tli«t bears Kcurd of those who were rngajed 
in lb* bbtody euiitftl for oor llliertic;— Diortt yaa shall often fiitd inv 
luunr, but nnl )• euwnnl I 

1 li!iv(! brought belore ynu ttic truthnuny of Uie (i'w who rvBUiu ol 
tbORO who were my euin|Ninh>nt in arms, lu liiiicn that tried rneti'i toah 
—Do they say I am a I'oward ? I invuke the spirll* ol the depaflvd 
benwK who have dltit at lay lide. by llw iword nf the I'lieiuy, to My il 
I tin a coward. I would call tfa« dudes ol Galeji. Wnync Schuyler, 
and of Wathington lo tell you, bow oIlnQ they bave led iiin to tiultle. 
•lid to <ay IT tfaey found me ■ coward. 

Will you believe that (he tpirii which hM eu often prumpleil me tu 
rl'k my lile for my couiid'y, Mioukl now no Inr liB*e foi-ialii>n omi «• 
that I ihould harn become a traitor and a vowanl 'I ^ 

Will you believe Uiat IIm yeani in winch I harograuu grey iii my 
eoimlry'a nerrire, iibouh] no l^r ttarv i'li»iiged my nature, ax that I eouU 
baTo been Ibv Ihiic and abject thin; my racmiw have repreniiiLed .' 

No. genlleraen. Ihnt blood which aulniateil my youth, a^ lia« not 
chltlcd. t at till" liioLUPiil Hinl itn itiOiieni-e. aiid it inakwi luo dare tv 
tay, Uial lui mau ever did. or can tJiiiik mii a cowsni. 

Before I conrliide. permit me lo My u r«w words, It may be Ibougbl 
that I hare «puken of tlie olI]ecr«, wbo hare bi^eii h ilnesies a^aiml me. 
ivitb tm> much ai^iierily. They have, in my opiiituii. lorleitc^l all cbdms 
to my reepect— but I do nut mnan to charge any of thi-in witli wllfttl 
porjury. I believe they hnve imhibod a prejudice aitit bias againil rae 
which ban indut^nced the perceptions of their own mloiis. My object, 
by Ihc cxuminalion I bare ghun their lestbnxiy, biu been, to moke 
that biamiid prejudice apttear loyou. Many ofHiem arcyouug meii, 
nbofiive their roiinlry pttl pramifo. Many of Ihem. I lielieve, bare 
good heart'— and «uch. I know, will one day recret. Ibat they abould 
bare yielded to an tnflueore. which bos induecd thorn to rtpre%nl me 
in colors, tiiat they will be con-ninoK I liavo not dcierred. I know the 
time will come, ivhen Hm-v will cuntidcr huw Ihuy ctiuried my faior. 
when I wan In power, aud bow lliey tn-aled rae, wbcit they lliougjit I 
wai in diignwe. and <^w me in ndrerxity. 

When IhU time eomeii. aoil eonie I am ture it will, let II b« a coo- 
lolatioji 10 them (o know, that wliaterer may be my Ritn. I |iily, and 
fi'om my heart, forelve tlicio. I baruDow. guDllomcu, euuclu'led my 
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defence ; I have uoticed every accu.satlon which the judge advocate, 
in the opening of the cause, noientioDcd as those which he should retj 
upon, and which he expected to maintain. I have not left, as I be- 
(ieve, any part of the specifications, to whicli any testimoDy whatever 
was offered, unanswered. 

Allow, me, Mr. president, and gentlemen of thc{coitrt, with tlie most 
heartfelt sensibility, to return you my sincere thanks for the manner 
in which thi^i trial has been conducted. For though, as I humbly con- 
ceive, there has been some departure from accustomed forms, in re- 
spect to the examination of witnesses. I know that the court has 
been governed by nothing but its own sense of propriety. 

The conduct of the members of this court, and of the judge advo- 
cates, has been such as I had anticipated, and every thing that I could 
expect from honorable, impartial, and humane men. 

Whatever may be your sentence, I shall always, with gratitude, ac- 
knowledge that i have had a fair, candid and patient hearing. 

I do feel myself bound to make particular Acknowledgements to the 
special judge advocate, for the delicacy and propriety of his deportment 
towards me — and though 1 may feel the force of the talents, with which 
he has conducted this prosecution, it shall not make me forget what I 
owe to his humanity and liberality. Gentlemen, my life is to your 
hands — but you are guardians of what is more dear to roe, you are the 
guardians of my honor. With you, in sacred dc|»osit« is that sword, 
which has been my comjianion in times that might have appalled the 
weak-hearted. It has been taken from me, 'till you shall pronounce 
that Izmnot unworthy to wear it. J feel that In justice I may demand 
it of you — and whep I shall receive it at your hands, believe, tJiat here 
is yet enough of heart and life, and io this arm is yet nerve enough to 
ilraw it in vindication of my country's rights. 

If 1 should receive it, untamulud by your judgment, I may yet live 
to prove, by my future, as well as by my past conduct, how 1 liave been 
calumniated — and the justice of your sentence. 

General Hull here closed his defence. He then offered to the court 
the following written observatioos. 

Having now closed my ilual defence, I have only to add an objectioii, 
which 1 am compelled at this time to make, in anticipation of a privi- 
lege, which;! understand the judge advocate requested, viz. that of 
summing up tlie evidence. As far as my research has extended, it is a 
privilege sometimes admitted by writers on martial law, but never ex- 
ercised — one which has grown out of the reasoning of autliors, rather 
than the admission of courts, — and in the compilation of military trialr 
in England, a solitary instance is scarcely to be found of its being either 
t;la;med or exercised. The reason is evident — the judge advocate is a 
component part of tlie court — he officiates in the arrangement of the 
testimony, and as the law member of the court, acts equally when re- 
quired in that capacity for the accused and the govornmont. He opens 



g pi«viNi«)y ornuigeil uid nMnballwl ttels- 
iinKHIv tot Iriat, Nomo (levulopeiiient of tbo charges and t^vidcncv bM- 
(.■ccsarf. HcisM>n«u1leiI in all pcrkxlii of the trinl. Mid when Utelritt- 
cral dutlet arc puac lu (led. Iiis TuDct ions are atau end. Tlw cliaartcD 
or tills court, iirecltiitea the n«rcuily of Mmmrnt. (ukI it in to be [mhiiiii 
vd Ihat IhU court, noting and examining the IrstitiMiBj' oTaowBCi^ 
df^idin^on le^l qii<^5tion« ailhuj' ariiF iiullin trial, euire<|airelbcii4 
orjirorcMlnrial ingenuity. That tlie daily iHToiIigBlioii oT time **— 
•eoi >{|ioiilit lie Mill inromplclp witlioni tlie cotamcntc ol coaoM-1 aobeb 
This ciiarl dilTecN Tery materially Trom oth^r murts. Ii h boIccM 
rinm (iruriiuioriRl men. I'ompeleDt to decide on quexlions oTw^Bn- 
and the bct^ irhen suhmiited, give to the court aloue the prwlnraof 
Judging of their appticalloii — and Uie rases bo cllcn iolroduccd, of (Iw 
procceilings in tlic cuininuu law courts, are by no tn«aas pBraJIcL— 
There jnries decide on the law and the far I. Bk-nded as UM17 an, tb«y 
rcijuu'c ^umeeiposilinii t'lviii (he public proteciitor (u m^ wudlff b 
lirorc^tiiiiialuknci?, nnd or counc his inleiligenec. The nectuUj </ 
ibc rule sanction' its adniis>:lon ; but n-here that oecPEsity «bw Mltx- 
isl, no [iriuciple that 1 yet kuow, can authorize its iudu IgeoKfc b tfce 
(ireieul trial, eddrnce has Iwcd admitted of uii-aBtccr-liki! eanAiiCt,iB 
Uiatter^ortnilltury still— whether I as au officer ivas nntJlortadlD W 
itltacking MsMen ? iu thi^ charge out it l>e i^uppa«(r<l tliat Ibe fanr aaaf 
Iwr ol'the court woald be consulted ? Is a charge, crclusjT^j |il*a- 
'.'d by military rules, to require a coinnient fmiu that part erUta Mtt 
placed here nloue to racilitate the trial ? The juilgmeiit oT tlie caoH k 
lormcil on prnfetiiianal diitinctionti. whii'h Ihey. as ntltitknr MMi fM 
aknie know — and (hr-rclbi'V Dcithor require, ni>r ask ifae aid at \fmbi 
hional talrut andinduatrv. Theusageoronrcoitiitry. as Cu- as tte daft 
nonid fee) thcmsclvea authorkwd to adniii. has disconutenaneed K> (h 
Ihe trial ot OeDeral St. Claii'. it nai not pcrmittod, Ofi the UUrf 
(Icueml Wilkinson, though nxpreuly urged by the judge adtoeaUJfc 
Jones, it ttns denied- l|i both rases the judge :idrocato was pendttHl 
to open the charges— been uic It wan necessarj to give to Itie «nirt^ 
kChSionbt' Ihe facts- but there Mn duties cud, and the rimctiolic at ik 
('oiirt commence. I'lilt periniiiiou may be claimed as matltrr Tor tatot- 
gucncc, but certainty nut of right — and here Id me add. that how«-i« 
gratified I should l>e inglTiog to the judgcudiocatelhe opportmtitrlA 
tal'^nts and i ml u stry sn justly entitle hlin Iu. 1 raniraE, ntmistcatwOI 
lOtiilary pro[irlL-ly, rcrruio Truia ohjcctiug lo a mode or |>n>cerdun U*d 
jUtA uaouthonzcd. 

Tbecourt having tukeu the same into cnn-idcrxtlon.iWideidlfatthi 
jinl^c advucnle dtould be perinllted to seud nj) tite te^tinioof (■ tbt 
.«Wt. 

Mi^or John Audersoii't dcp«>sitiun read. 

The <^i>url then adjourucd to meet on WeJne^iI.iy ntxt ut irntfelixl 

^•fdtH--1i.y moralng M«fch 23d, I8H. 



117 

The court met pursuant to adjounmieDt. 

Prennt. 
Major General Dearborn. 
Brigadier General Bloomfield. 
Colonel Fejiwick. 

— Little. 

— Bogardns. 

— Irwin. 
Lieutenant Colonel Dennis. 

— — House. 

— — Conner. 

— — Scott. 

— — Davis. 

— — Stewart. 

— — Livingston. 

— — Forbes, supernumerary. 

The juflge advocate replied to General HulPs defence. 

The court then adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 
' Thursday rooming, March 24, 1811. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present all the members. 

The judge advocate read the proceedings until 3 o'clock. 

The court then adjoarned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Friday morning, March 25,1814. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment* 

Present all the members. 

Ordered that Lieut. Colonel Forbes, a supernumerary member, have 
leave to retire. 

General Hull in his defence having made complaint on two subjects 
— Ist: That the witnesses were examined in the presence of each other 
— ^2d. That evidence was beard in support of charges not embraced in 
any specification. 

The court deem it proper that the following entiy be made on the 
minutes. 

When the trial commenced it was suggested by a member of the 
court, that the witnesses ought not to be examined in the presence of 
each other ; to which the president replied, that it was not necessary 
in his judgment to examine them apart from each other. The accused 
did not, either directly or indirectly, object to the witnesses remaining 
in court, or at any time request that the witnesses should be separately 
examined — nor was the opiuion uf the court in any way taken or re* 
quired upon that subject. 

The court have not given any weight to testimony objected to by the 
prisoner, as not applicable to any charges embraced in the specifica- 
tions. 



The drrmioii ol the coiirl »» Oim yonwiwwl »» ftflnw ■lall tti~ 
>iMlnir« being rMil (whither on Ifce lerloflhu prn^c-ritliun nr tlic^t- 
fc-ii^J applicable la the first ch«rgi!. ami ihc »)i(-rilirutloui. aluriiMl M 
Ibat rtiai^e, and aUcr due delibpmioii hod ihorcoii. tbo eottrt opaw 
thir folio win; opinion. 

Tlii^ aiciiind hnvin; In bis final (fcfi^nrc protected ajTRioxt Use Jnri«dlr- 
llrni of llio court lo Irj Uie citwgi? oi' treason, gmd the nftinioo of the 
cmirt'hein; that llic ntijoctinn would hare licrn Irnitble if tbcsuMbad 
been pleaded b; the accused on hit arraipimrni— ami belieri^ata 
that the court caDnntacqulreJuriiidicIioii nrtheaffpDce bj- il)« wain* 
arcoawDtoftheacciiicd, tbcy decline mailing uny toroial (k-ciahM « 
tbat charge. 

The evidence on the subject hariu; Iiowcrer been publirkly fEivw— 
■be court ddcm it prD|>er, injuitire to the aoruaed tu tar, ttut IknA 
not believe from anj- Ihin^ that has appeared befort! them, tbU Brit- 
adier Gcn'^ral Williani Hull hai cninntitlEd treason a£alnst tlia Ctiu4 
Statr'i. 

On tluiKcrond charge, and the cpecirica Lions altaclied In th^t ritliTt- 
(aTlar hrarin; all Ibt etidcnc«, anddFl'i'nce.und aHcr dno dt-HHrate 
thcrKon) the cnnft find Brieadicr C'Ciicral William Ilnll gniH^ of Om 
jSrri, ictnnd sMfatir'h ^periGcatinns under ttiat chargt? — anil xlwnil- 
t? of tho thin! sp^rilicaiion tinder tbat rliaree, rxcf:)tl that part wbH 
chafes tlKiEaidilri;-ailicr(i«itural Wiltiun Hull with •* tnrliliUiiK tte 
" Ameriran arlllloi? tu lire on tlie cnoin}' en Lbcir iniircJi iMtnnh mU 
■' fort Detroit," 

The court find the said BrigadierCeneral WilliatB ItuU giiUljof Ihc 
apcnnd charge. 

On thn third cliar-e the cnnrt after hsvin* hfnrd tlm evidriMe (M 
well a« lite defence) and aflvt due dElibcrnticm, find th^ said Crindtat 
i;(«eral Wflliam Hull guillj' olnr^lecLor duty and iin-oirwKi'r-likc am^ 
4ort, ax charged in the ^rst tpecj&uilinn under Ihis charge, in atniltiu 
with lufficicDI care and trcqnencj lo inspect, train. c»crclse, asjnrtkv, 
and lA caiMo to be trained, JuipcctL-d. eierclKd acid ordered ibe troofa 
under hi^ comman'!. from IbeStli dny of July niilil tbn I7(h Aay mt Am- 
gnsl, 1812 1 and acijait tiim of the residue of Ihe charge cdMlajncd in 
that «peri1icalion. 

Tbe court seqnit tfae said Brigadier General V^illiani Hull ul" (he «. 
cond and third iipccilicnlions of the ^aine charge. 

Tlie court find tbe Eaid UiijadicrUcnciral William IIull guilty oTlhi 
nholeof the fourtii i^iiecificatino of tl>al charge, except that part wUdi 
ehar];ex liim with not seaMinabl; repairing, fitlijtg and trausporU^— «r 
catising to be Gt^. repaired and tian«pnrted. tbe suns, and gftn t^ 
riages wbicb were ncet'oiary to the operations of the war tu tbe caid 
SritlHli province of Upper Canada. 

The court find ilic said Brigadjt^r General Williiio Mull giiiltir of w 
much of the fiiUi spcciScatiOB to tliat cbarge a^ relates to nifslert a 
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duty and uti-officcr-Iike conduct, in suffering his comnmuication \ri^ 
the Ri^er Raisin and the state of Ohio to be cut off-^and sending Ma- 
jor Van Home to attempt to open the same with an inadequate force ; 
he, the said Brigadier Genci-al William Hull having reason to know or 
believe the same ivas insuflScient — and the court acquit him of the resi- 
due of that specification. 

1 he court iind the said Brigadier General William Hull guilty of the 
shth and uveitth specifications of that charge. 

The court find the same Brigadier Gcoeral William Hull guilty of the 
third charge. 

The court then adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o^clock. 

Saturday morning, 31arch 26, lttl4*>the court met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Present all the members. 

The court in consequence of their dcterminatiuh respecting the se- 
cond and third charges, and the specifications under those charges, ex- 
hibited against the said Brigadier General William Hull — and alter due 
consideratiou, do sentence him to be shot to death, two thirds of the 
court concurring in the sentence. 

The court in consideration of Brigadier General HulPs revolutionary 
services, and his advanced age, earnestly recommend him to the mercy 
of the Presideut of the United States. 

The court thou adjourned to meet on Monday morning next at 10 
o'clock. 

Monday mornhig, March 28, 1814 — the court met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Present all the members. 

The proceeding having been read once, approved and signed by the 
president — the court then adjourned sine die. 

H. Dearborn, major general, president of the court. 

M. Van Bcuren, special judge advocate. 

Philip S. Parker, army judge advocate. 

April 25^ 1814 — The sentence of the court is approved, and the exe- 
cution of it remitted. 

(Signed.) JAMES MADISON. 

By directions of the court martial the president gave the following 
directioas to General Hull. 

Albany, March 28, 1814. 
Sir — You will please to return to your usual place of residence in 
Massachusetts-^and there continue until you shall receive orders trom 
the president of the United States. Your humble servant. 

(Signed.) H. DEAP BORN, major general, 

prp«!dent of the court. 
• Brig:. Con. Willinm Hull 
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ALUOR BANNrsTER'S LETTER RDAD- 

BnooxfitLD, Feb. ITtb, 1*13. 
General It'adc Hamjilon. 
Mf Priiident. — Hating le&i'ned thilt mj war van comptinkiii in 
ariD'. G«n Vini. Hull, ii called upon to uuwer to ioiog or Ibe Iiigbwtt 
charges wliicb can be preferred against « mllilsry character, ud lbU!'J 
7011. iir, are the president nl' Uie court bcrore wboDi he is to be lrled«i^^ 
I Uke the liberty ofaddreMing to you afewoteervalioDS on theiubject, ' 
Prhich are dictated b; the irilereit I le«i lor 1117 eouuir]'. ns aisc) the rrpB< 
tatloa and character of toy il-iend, who ilandi> highly criininaleil before 
you. My lint acquaiutauce with Gon. Hull, wnt in times the mott 
UDibnuDate, " the tines that tried men's souN ;" the terfk-es which 
he rcudercd 'o fals country, during tbv rcToluIionary war. ought not to 
be lorguttea. He wan thun young, actire, brave aud faithful i high to 
Uie estimation of bii superior oflicem, and re!'|>e<*teif, even by hit ear "" 
Biieii, for his fidelity to his country. I will not unnecessarily take l^ 
your time in detailing the innomerablc liardibip!, fatigues, privallonf 
and niffi-riags to which we were rabJfctBd during tlie worst of timet. 
It is lufficient for my purpose, on this oiraiion, to natlce particularly 
the captureof Bui^oyne and thi< it«i1I known l>altte of Monmautli. In 
these two memorable eventa, where Ihe ground wan covered with the 
dead boilics of Ihv Klain, and the air resounded with tJic graann of the 
.dying. Hull was unshaken. Ho braTfrty fetight. and a.|r»tel\il eounlry 
acltDowlcdged his bravvry. I was then Brigaile Major to Gen. Lmth* 
ed in whnie brigade Gen. Hull was a major in Col. Urnokt' r^l. The 
welfare of hi<i coontry was apparently as dear to bim as his life ; bnl if 
lie has now blleo, be has fallen indeed. Having a£sariat«d with him In 
tiiuesM interesting, and iu uo otlier character than that of a brave 
man. I shall be unhappy to leani that he lias teruiioatcd his patriotln 
career by meanly acting thecuwanl. 

(Signed.) SETH RANNISTEB. 



DEPOSITION DF ADJUTANT Tl'FTS. HEAD. 

BW.TON. FcB. 3d, ISn. 

To the Pretidtnt and tacmbtn tf the grntral Cmirl-Marlial tiitbig in 

Atl>ansfor Iht IrUd (^ (itnmt Hull. 

Genllcnicn.— Having been solicite*) by the friends sf General Hutllu 

state Diy kuow ledge of bis character and rnnducl during tiie revolutktc- 
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FHAJiCtS TETIS. 



GEXEBAL HEATB-S CKBTlFtCATE BIUp. 

■ Hmik DitUibmrj m \bt rooMj of KorMk ^ ( 
1. l*>Mg Kurrd at a s^a»er«l afc»r h 

. rtrlnmtM coauvcaceaKat of I 

U( iMkaTAprfllTTa^uUlreKKfaMk ptKC n ITSXtanby e«li^ 
aid«i » nmri Aawr decWrv (ail to wbicli 1 an rcadj to mukt w- 
k^ Ml^} thu kiiW nU oar IVillwB Uall m* « BrfnAer Gtm- 
nl ia tlK uniT of tbe l'oiu6 Slates («rred at kb oMcvt te *wm« 
placM. ia an nf vbicfa he foalamcd (he cfewutcr of a Arvw w4 mi 
■<har fBCBMtJ liK partkntu- mImni and caaSdcorr of fkacnl 
Wi^Jaeina «ha «ai aariaw far bii fnaatina » Rill iparaf &«« 
cztnaU af In* leiter to tUi iepantaL m tkat nh>eci. whMl an u- 
WUtad hcnwith. Tint Ihk ih^nn bcine in thr imtmiMmii ca^nM 
aftbeAmertaa iraapiai tbakigbbutdsorAcw-YoTlc on HwIwm lit«r 
Inlkr aMnlkoTJairaaf? ITSl, aa mtertvtw rs' contemplaterf i^ 
tk« raanj al Morri>aaM, Dw ttHra sdiaorMl poit iii' ibc II<i(' ~ 
wbkli eatiEniriu iras to be cntrutlnl tn Uic ibrn I 
HalL Bo> Brieailln- Gen>.-nl Hull, Tbe «ircp><' '.I Llm <-» 
fkmblfiri In tlwaplntan of General WafbU)(t(in. ulitn it ir; 
lalrrf l<i lirr:] si « itJ;i.-iiifjf lijr at) -eitranl of alcltrrrrofn b 

«ili<i'i iK^obciH fliilt, wiliiUie troo|H wi 

lliuii ' iHi great -iililreU and gaJlantrj-, tli» bmt* 

Ui I < iriT. and, Hiih t^e lo» of one labaltfv^*^ 

druiii'i' ' ' kilJrid, gne(rapUiii.oB«sen;ca4A. bimI aliiw 

ruilc mill iilr.' rtaiiii'li'il rrmi|>lcUl7 diTcaled theeneinf.aiad, hriiri^ IM 
klllod. bwknjmanhul' AOpritDncn, cut am}' tlie pontoon bridcft, loata 
ranikdnraliln tjuantitf of larage. a iuiiiil>cr of cattle, &c. far (tUdittaT 
tfvni thankuit io (be public frdvn. I'hii depopent duting ttut ream- 
Uonan miw having at different ticiiet had (be bimor to romiuaiMl Ite 
ifa/t Oftftof tbi- annji from It. Ilainpsbut^ (o New-June* mcbiilra^ 
and two brigades ii( uiurr^ Soulbi^iVi Liiiet. Ltcutenant Otluucl IJall «v> 
taliii^it a coiKpicuuLU cbuaclvr ol' a brarc.Jaittifvl aiiilgaod uOiecr. urf 
rattluT Ealth not. 

(Sipitrt) W5T. liEATU. 

/toaturff, awA Der. 1813. 

EXTRACT.*! OF LETTERS FROM aKNKR.\i. WASHINCrON Tfl 
■ JIAJORCl-K. HEATIl MENTIONED IN TIIKOEPOSITIOK. 
Nfad-Qvar/rn. Morriilaitn. Dtc. 13, ITjg. 
" Tlie caic between Major Hult iuid Major CogsweJl ii of nturv dsli- 
•■ dtr; and rurj impot-Iaot. Mnjor tliilJ Ha\ not nppointnl b« Uw 
*■ tiale la tbe majority iu Colonel Jacluuu'x regiment, b« wm ■» 
'' iMDtedb; meal tbc ioterccuionof tcreral offirrn. of Ibi^ i^tate KM 




I 



( 3 ) 

" ahil nol witliout Mthoritj! ' lie ii an nttiecr nl' giaat iiwnt auil wlioie 
" wrTJcet bare been hoiinrtttJe(ohinM<itr ami boiHirable to Ills cminlrf. 
" I iru thrn prrsundcd «i I itiU un thnt a good olScer woaM anil e-rei 
" tvill l)eaii obiect of Ilie state'E re»rdj and tbrrc tiu been iio iojui* 
■' tkeiloue to SnajorCojriwell. P«rlra|>>i bj your rt^pre^etilslinn. you 
■* may be able to %et inatten piit rigbt, nod f Kin turn you ran tc«rc«ly 
" render any more mseiitial nervico tliali prevailjiig on the hononble 
" assembly to prewrfe the nmuigemcnt invinlalc, abd to piimie the 
" mies ol' prainottoti which havii been psinblislwd. In the cote or 
" Major IliilJ, he miisjil u 1 hafe b(ie» long since lolil. been arranged 
" as LleuloDnflt Colonel, on the Conneeticiit lino by the committee or 
" Congress at White Plains in I'TS." 

ON THE B.NTEBPRIZE AGAINST THE ENEMT. 

Head-QuarUn, Xtru-fFindMr, Jan. TIA, ITSI- 
" You will be pleased to observe on tlw cubject oFywir letter of last 
" evening that aUlKMigfa I am not very saii|;uine in my expectation of 
" the EDcceis of the enterprise proposed, yet I think, in oni' present 
" ch-cumttances, it will be adf iseable to encourage it. ColtinrI Hull 
" may Iberclbre havepernutMon tn nialiv the attempt." 
Theroregoine ar« true gi tracts (I'om the originaU, 

(Sigiwd) H'M. nE.VTH. 

Roi'mrg. Da. 20f/i, 1 313. 



INTEBROCATORIES PL'T BY GENEIUL Hl'LL TO W. EDS. 

TIS, ESQUIRE. LATE SECRETARY OF WAR. WITH UIS 

AIVSWERS UNDER OATH— 7Wttn (m/ cmwn/. 

Q. t. Had not ialormatinii bern recHvf-d at Waihingtnn about the 
lime I arrived there in the latter part of Ffibruary, IS18, from Mr. Al- 
ivatcr. the then secretary of the territory of Michigan, nho then dii- 
ehnriied the duty at' covcruor, that there were strong appcarancei nf 
hostility among the lnuiaJl.^ and that the territory wns indai^er ? 

■^- Acmrdlng to my recollection letters to that eUcot nerc receircd 
from ,Mr, Atwater. 

Q. 2. Did I not urge on yon, as secretary of the department nfwkr, 
the expediency and neceuity of ordering a force there for the protiie- 
tUin or Detroit, the territoij and the w>i'Uiern Ihuitiur ? 

J. I believe you did. 

Q. 3. Was it not then proposed tome (ti accept llie olSee of a genc 
ral officer In the army, and take command of tb« tbren arikred fnr De* 
trail : and did I not decline, for this reason, that I irai not willing to r«- 
lign my otiice ;u governor of the territory, arul that I did nol couaider 
nysetr as having a legitimate right to command in the anny under my 
commission as governor of tJie territory ? 

A. You did. in the first instance, decline accopliog the ofllae of hri^- 
dier general, for the reaun assigned in the Interrngatorr. 

Q. 4. Was not Colonel Kingsbury, of the 1st L'. 8. liifanlry, then or- 
dered to Washington for the purpose ol proceeding to the ^tate of Ohio 
toiikke the command of this force, and. onhiEariital at Washing! uu, ita« 
he not prevented bysickm'o. 

A. (Lionel Kingtbury wa« ordcfJ to WoOnngton for tie pitrposr' 




fU«l, ud, on Mcouol or baJtly inlitpailUaa. ••■ i 

Q. 6. W» I not onkrrd. idrr I Bf<r<tplcil (be nptMinUBMit oTi 
brigadier e^iwral in Uic I'. S. iniiy. (n i.r:-. •.•.! m Uif .uio .k i )!■«,» 
Ukttltieroniiiuuid of Uk- In ' i n ir n 

najtnn, aiid march them i< l ,.,ijr 

•rilliiwt Bij' dfrire.or CTi^'i 

,4. You w». after haiui. i,ritt«> 

ed l» Uko eomiDand Qr ilii. 1^ :i...k. ...:...,„„ —,,„, „„ ua,^ 

nf knowledge. KDluiittliat aptKuuUnciil—UiL iiuuituslwti ma* tuMla* 
MMM V you liaxl com mini icated to nie yoiv fiuol ileteiuiokUun loaaMft 

u not reroliect after I itbh aftpainlvd ■ tnto- 
» lecreUry of urmr * l£l 
that memorial was in reUlioo to the comtiuuid I wa^ tIctUDed I0 titft 
and Ibecouatry nhkli woseipecttu] lo lie tlic sc(>n« -''my npiralhwK 
Uiat it contained coDCiderBlionsrekLtiielo a war bcttreoaOnntBfttib 
and the United SUtra ? 

^. I bare a perrert recottectioo ofyour baviog prBMtat«d Ite Be^ 
rial referred to in the interrogatory. 

Q. T. AAer jourereiredtbat memnirdid not you send anoDwl la 
inc to call >t tbu wu-alfice, and whiJe I was tht redJdyoa notltrittlte 
xecrtilarf of (he nsTy to attend us ? uiid wai not a part or Uh 
rerorred tu IiIfu at your request ; and did you not •( that tbno mi 
tbe brig Adams ? 

J. I recollect your attendance by appointment st th« 
the memorial, or that part of it vtliicli related to Ihu Baral 
lAke EriCi wax referrud or eommiiiiiralcd to the secretary of ibo mtTi 
who (tan present. The brig Adams, which had Iwoa ouiithn-i^ at a 
iraonport under tbe direction of the irvdepartmeut, lH<<caiius tlumdHMt 
ol' coiivcnatioo : whetlierslie wa* (bi;lng on tlie blocks tllcn ntpMlrM 
actually trBoarcrrod to the navy departmoDt, I ilo not dhliocUy tn3' 
lect if lliit itas the ease : tbe oridvnee is on reeonJ. 

Q. 8. Did I not. in fVeqiient eonvereationwilhytHi. during tlie Uiae I 
wai at Washington in the trintrr and tprlog o( IStS, tnoniroit a craal 
anxiety for the solety of the northern Ironliernnd tbe territory oTMMi- 
gau? 

A. Yon did. 

Q. 9. Did you or diil you not intimate to lue at Wtuhineloti that vttf 
b»bly war irould not b(^ declared before the 4th July : in- bad | aur ntmm 
tofuppace it nonld. Iraiayour first letter of tbe IHth Jiinf^i and wuaM 
that letter tvriltcn belore tbe act declaring irar was Bctaally pancd t 

A. I bare uot sucb a recolleetioD or the conT«rsation rcxpecllnc tte 
probable time'ol' the declaration of war, as to enable nx: to ait«wemt^ 
lurturity that part of the iotem^tory. — Oneof my letters orilie l8Ui^ 
Juno> tbe one presnmed to be referi'ed to, was written nnlbi) day ufUw 
declaration, but before ttte dselara^im voi. made, on a pretiuBpUMi Uwt 
it iTould be made on tliut da; ; and it itss intended tbal yoa alMsM ^ 
that tDCb an ereot noulil talie place in a sbiirt time. 

Q. 10. Were tlicrc any appropriatinnf made for me. either 1 
presents to the Indians or for other purposes ? 

A. There were appropriations for ludiau presents and for otA 

Q. II. What was ray reputation in tlie several sttuatlou j 
knoirn me, In the retotulioiary wauTi ft) major ;eu«ral ■ 



I 



I 
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Ma&sacbiiietU. uteiutoT of tbit state. »od w goTrtiiDrorthc tenitorf 
or Michigan? 

j4. Your diaru-ter W ui otB«cr in the n 
major gcnuriMiitlie milllUor MaiiachaictU. 
mill uti^lul ntBrf r. 

Q. 1^. Did you not receire information, in tbe "prtti; of ISItf. tbv 
troops had arriteil at Uuoltoc tn rclinri- ttiiKO stttlened Uum ? 

^. I liuire iw r«Foilcrtiooormieb inrunuation. 

Q. 1:1. Did f Ml Dut receive inlbrniBtion that Sir Geot^c Prrrntt had' 
takua upon btiniell' tJi« riHipaaiibillt? of retaiiiins tliose iiiteiidctl (u be- 
relieved, in MHKeqariiM! of tbe prospect sr actual declanttiou olVar: anif* 
at what time did yoa rocei»e tbU iutellisnnce ? 

yl. 1 do Dot reroltect siicb Ittformatlon. 

Q. n. Wnx Ibis intbriaatlon ever commuiiiraicd lo mt hy yoa or 
aiiT member of tb« government to four knoiTlcd^c f 

U. Answered hj the preceding answer. 

Q. Ift. Look upon the paper* now Fttewn to *ou marheil rcipcctlTelv 
A. B. C. D. E. F. with fuur iaitial* pur|iurting to be letters froin you tU' 
ate, are tbe Kigualuroii thon^to your cigiiatiireji ? 

A. ]}f my signature entlor^id on lottcrr A. B. C. D, G, F. 

Q. IS. l.CMk upon tbe papora oow shevrii In you nod nurked G. H. 
I. K.L. M. N.O, P. a. B. purportine to be the copi« or dralls ofleUtn 
nriltcn by nm lo ynu as cecrptsry of ivar, do you Idiow or lirlievc Ihnr 
luch letters a> Iheso doctimentx puiport to lie ropirx of, were received 
by yoiifroin me 7pleaiie to'an>^ni'r lliisqueitioit as fully at yonr niemory 
will permit with respect to Ute said letters or any or either nf Ibcm. 

A. Ofthepapers marked 0. HI. K.L. M. N.O, P. U, R. lean on- 
ly luy (hat so far aii I lure examiitf^d them I thbik it un)balil« they ant J 
copie!! of tottera addressed tn the war deparlineul i 01 their uumbvr ^f.£m 
contents I cannot «pe«k with certaiuty or coiiGdeiice — the original* of i\\'% 
letters addressed lo the war depftrHiient [iiu«t be on file In the war of- •" 
lice; and it is presumed will be furnished (or copies of them) on appll*' 

'* Tsigoed) W. Kl'STie 

Alitany, January23d, 1811, 



Baafii, Fabniarg Ath 1814. . 

llaTing been m)itected by Brig. Gnu, Hull, to ttate io you uny Inlbc ' 
Uialiou ia my power to you re>perIiog his cliaraeter as su olAr<:r duriojc 
tlie late reTObilioiiary war, 1 wouh) nliserve that I Itecame arijiiaiototf 
with this gentleman In the mooth of February IT76, and that from thatll 
time I was well acquainted witlj hi«rIiarar<T am) condurt li> tbe cIo)n[ 
ul the war in 1 TS-l.— Duriitg that period It It-ll la the feneral't lot fre-J; 
quently to meet tbe enemy in con)l>«t ; and. in erery Instance, he acquit- 
ted himself mupli lolits own honor and to the Hti'faetion of hi> RiipRdor 
officers. — No otficer uf his mnk. (as fir as my knowledge of that lul^cot 
will enable me to speak} stood hither In the ei^lmation of the army gen- 
erally ihnii General Hull, not only aa a disciplinarian and an officer of m- ' 
(elli|ence, but as a man of ^reat enterprlce and calloiilry — I cao add 
that he posseased in a bi^li Hi eree the eonlidenrc of General WwihlngtOll. 
~— NotwiUutandio; my 'lon;[ ai-qiiaiiiianc« Trilb General Hull 0.1 nn ofl- 
•'cr. I oprer bad an opportuutty to witQ';:>'< hh conduit iJi action mofe 




^^ 



li^l mGuiU; Uti I'lxt^ *ilru)r>n£ U|i»a Ibe Ml fiuk lif'lhe j 

mrmj — MmotiWit wrq-rtuniln) niili crml pnMii|iii1ii(ip. iiUaatrr ari 
rffrrl — fVi' mm Ihaa (loablr hinaaaiiir.r,lbtrjirmj sl- nTtnfwIiMt lo 
ir.lrctl. ami tlm l^ft of tbr AjwnrMi 11im> Uhu eaiMed. tit « &kiik norc 

With ^rot n»p«t I ua «tr. ;oBr icrrwit. 

t^^?™^.l^ f. RBOOKS. 

To liii^ Pteiidenl or Uie ciMrt mxrilil, Albtnr. 



^UM^, 1714 ftbnutrj, UU. 
TlilAf [MtrtiMMid/ajipain/fiJ/nrtJUrriaJ^Gnwral UmB. 
I to;, on in; (arrcd honor, liia.*. f <• 
rotoarl V«ii'«>ck'» rv»tii*fiit of llii^ ii 
lib Gcnrral Hull mlbc 



i 



t/rfW" 



I Fort P 



Vwk. th)l I •. 



Anntl-I. irblcb Tfllrt 

r,cor.nl Hull ia tt''_ t 

of MoDin(TiK}i. atii-n I 

Qfliwr ufdpnnat Hull'' rajik Ui.ni 

Cwai I knFw. in rbn eitlffutiuti of U 

a bniu uid ricollcnl cilSccr. 



JOSEPH MrCAKI'lS. 



.< miver in Iht AVir- York Hat in Mr gair 1 778, 



I, Snitnon HoMwII. of Brulgi^part in tbc stale of Couoerlirut. being 
•lu(; 'Horn, iln dcpow anil >av. tbat I wnx alii-utaunt in Uiv ^tli Con-- 
nrrlKMi' re^imEiiI ul' contirirnUI trunpt. amt frai acquaioled irKii Gene- 
nl William Hull in iJie rnvnluUnnnr; iirm*. uidalirai't cooxidenid liim 
a |cntL-nMu in cvcrj- r<-t(iir''i a-i wpti f a bfare and a good ctRicer. He 
wax in Ib» attack on Si niiey -point, nhicl) look ptact io tbv Diomin; o( 
July IfiUi, iTTIt, under ilic itaincdutc! ronDttand or Gcticral Wayne i 
(the moilc ol'»llark nu* U-lbrc me) wbeniiu is unlcrcd Uut Col. Megp 
■rill lunnnell ill Fcl)i>>;'« rear, and Major Hull in tbc rear ofCot. Mtsgt. 
■thlrb will b« thr rleht colrimn. The remit ipcaki in tbr hi^hc<l 1m- 

fjiiogi' of thn good condnirt ufvach irfflcrr and §o)dii?r. Tbii ileponcnl 
lirtliur naith. that be did nid aiKl aitiiit in «aid attack on .Sloi)r,*-pai»l 
and waji tbcreforeliiiitwln); In the conduct or General Hnil tbrrebi. 

(Rlgnwl.) SALMON IIIBBKLI.. 

Brijgfpltrt. JoHUurif SOIh. IHM. 
Sworn before nic. Jutrph Hotktu, Jusllre of the Tcacc. 



COL. JACOB KINGSBUBY'S DEPasiTll>\*. 



I 

I 



.4. I H 

Q. Dkljfouknnw what niimlier ainl wbat descriptkin of trooj» that 
coiuinniii) WAS lo consisi of ? 

J. I wah to liave 300 regular troops and 1500 mitllia, according to 
ray best recollection. 
I ' Q. WImt were yonc iattrurtians ? 

L ji. My orders were to cut a road La the Rapids of the Miami, build > 
■/tockade (bri at thai place, gnrrison it with one coinpaity. then oul a 
PnHuI to Detroit nnd pnl that fort hi the best possible ktale of duleut'e. 
I Htd wait rurlurtlterordcn. 

Q. Did you not etpect that the nlijprt of iliat force was to protect 
the nortlirm froutiei' uatiist tlie Indians in case of vrar ? 
A. I dhl. 

Q. Did you estimttte thdl force suflicient for offenaive operations 
agiiin^t L'pppr Cauada, in cast, of a war ivilh Ureal Britain ? 
■ A. I dU nul. 
Q. How long did you eaniiuaud at Detroit, and nhen did yuu leave 

ji. I cuiumaoded at Detroit about twoyosrt. and toU it in July, 181). 
Q. During the time you oiiiiiiianded at Dolruit were there not largi- 
droves of hoE:>i and I'at beet' cad Ju drivca from Ohio to that market f 
.1. Thr.rewas. 
Q. Whs j^iii aii uBircr in the rt'Toluliouary arniy ? 

Q. Had you a|iy kiuivledge uf rny character a 
fia^ tliat periiKJ ^ 



nilituy coodnct dn- I 



iidertd by all n 



'jal ai'iny at I 



A. I bad— Genera) Hull was ii 
gallaut and brave. 1 was In an t 
tiic «ncjily at Uorrieaoea, near \r v> 
gerous i all bis nrraneeinenlt "i ■■ < 
cution oFthetn wasUiat of a brji< 
in the light-iul^lry under Oeueidl ,i 

Kinubridge, and remained with him _, — -.. 

Yoi'l, when be marrlied in bis troops and touk possession nf the cilT- 
(Signed.) JACOB KINCSBITKV. 

Col. Tiit R«gl. Infantry' and Imp. Geticr»l 
Sworn this :W day of March. 1814. before mc. } 

(Signed.) Absatain 7"(miniofiif, jun, ma-it t) cliau. J 



e BriUih uvaciwliid Ncw- 



Pi-rtonally appeared herorcme, tlio sulrecribcr, ajuitlce of the peac» 
■n and for tlii' «aid county, Cbnrleii Rtewut, esq. a pmt captain in tlie 
navy oftho H. S. who being sworn on the baly evangplittsof Almighty 
God, drposelhandiaJthr 

That he reeeired an order from the lecretary of the nary, dated the i 
IBIh of March, 1412. tn repair to Washington, ai it wai; contemplated by 
tliR goTcrumcnt lo iiust him with an important eomroand t that in com- 
pliance with the said order he arrived at Washington in the brginnbig of 1 



■di.^^^ 




t 



Apra, Md «t bn Snt fBtntkw mtli flw wcretur. I 

" IhAt It WW tatilfiinplaU-J to givo blm liiB romiw ' 

the irrrvtar; (tBiFd Iltat a naval Cm-cc, ruimnrkt ti 

lake*, h»d hern itwnglr nrged by U'-neral lltill a^ 

cr.rUin moaiMof •mtuHiit; In Ihn vniv tiicrp'^' : ! ' 

crt'a^'iit' our osvnl fnrcr there was then nniiFr r 

4knt. whtcli hr. Ita>l not foi <tec[(J«d od i Uiat V-i- < 

which wQulfl sutlioriso an incrp^i^c ol'mir iinr.!! 

atlprobibilli; tlic president i*oulilrpcmanion(l I'l 

luch U>r. nbcn the more irniwrUint buuiie«>i oC I 

lliroiigb .' ul an; rale the s£eretarT wouid j;iT« him u) order to I 

bi'igot'wu' on Lake Ontario, to cuTjT cighteea guw ;" tliat a 

mainiog a few days at WaxUn|loa. anil matarBl* coasldarlng th» . _, 

IsAce of the oeriice [in coee ol' war) Ebe limited means lie wsuld hu«| 
together nith hi> ioQnmnce of Itut cauulr; aud the lakes lie doelinoit 
(be bonor talenileJhiro bj Hie goTerument, 

(SiSned.) CHARLES STEWART. 

Svrant and suburrJLed before inr. at Ilotton, I8tb Deeemfaer, 1813. 

(i^gned.) tnuiam Tiubir, justire of the peace and iiiionai tbreogJi 

tlie roianiouivcaltb afori:ssid. 



IFatkiiigbJn, Jprit, 9. \ms. 
Sir — I hare received jour letter uf yesterdaj' inbroiiDg mc ot my a|>- 
poinlmcntaiia brigadier gt^oeral in thearmj ottbe Uoltnl Stated. 

Vou nil] plca.ce lo conimnnicate In the Preiident m; apreptance «r tbo 
appnintmeat, and mj rcadina^s to repair lo aij duty in confiinnllf tvllli 
jastructions — with great reaped, 

( have the honor lo Im. sir. ' 

Tour mobt obedieut servant. 
(Signed) Wm. G 

Honorable Win. Eu^tic. 
Sceretary of the dcpt. of War. 



lam proeefdini with *ll possibli; expeditioR lo Cincinnati'- seven 
^ajs ago. 240 volunteers dexeanded the river fiom Ihii place — I oodcr- 
Ktand Gov. Mcigc bat marched the vuluiiteers rai^ at and in the nelgh- 
boriioodaf Chilicothe to Dayton, the place of reudMvoaii — I have bvanl 
nothing as jet of the 4th reciment, I hope to meet tbem at Daytiin. 

I met with Rubert A. .M(£abe, an ensign In the I nt regtmenti at Pilt^ . 
hirg— Ha Is nnw witli me and ooinmand* tile 40 reciiiiti; on boar^M~ * 
boats — frura Itte best informotton I liave obtainc4, thn whole n 
1200 will be in madinesi and prinripallr volunteers. 

Tb/i state nf Ohio Irat ethihlted a noble eiample— Respnctli 
(Signed) Wm. I 

P. S. I do nut (top here even to vliit my old reTnliiUonary frie 
Monorabls Wro. Bustis, 

Sccreliry, department nfWnr. 



\tu 



Ihad-Qaarttrt, Dttroii, Mi) 7, 1312. 
s tttp. Iiniifir \o tiilbnn you thai tlic army iiuilcr ni; comnuuid 



il at tbU |ilw.<e on Hid Qlli intlunt— «t llic lurk at llie lUpidicr Ute 
- - i.r ilir |iiiMU' <torc* iiud tlie nllircrc' private logiage 
i .1 III .11 \-.'^\ei lo ho trausporU'd to IVli-oil — al that 
liiiif! J II. : I '" li-tt^r luforiniiig iDo or iliF (Ici'laruiion el' 

n-jr — I'll .11 .>ii llir passage and cnrrleil Into Ainhcnt- 

liHrjg— li . ; I iiiivo iRltofS. OOP tvlilch I addressed Ip Col. 

Ucor^i' I ..1 .1.1- -.ill... iipiiig, llip ottlei' hi* Bdswi-r. 

Till: :^i' : I' ' ii I' A( iiiuiislinfL' Itetn inadd to induce Uie Indiana 
to Join till i:.>'i-i< :.ii:.L:i'i— TLo Tomahawk slninvd wiiri blood lia« 
htH'R pn M I. < I III ii.i i. Miv><^ III due I'onn — TliR approacli ol'lhts umy 
liBi pn-vriii'i mini il Hum from acrrpliii}; il— Kor a liumlwr of 
wcuks llic} tint'r issiicil nlMiut two tlinusand raitons jicr A»y : trom the 
belt inlurmntloii tboir nnmlinr in decroasing. 

TliP patleDpe and pni'iieverantw with wliirh lhl< armv lias f^u^taloeda 
mai-rJi attended wtth diffirultiei! untouimun In their nature, doi^ honor 
lo ihemselvps and their comiliT, 

Tlie llriU'li harr pstahlKlicd a port at «andwltti oppixitr. Detroit ;— 
the niililia i>r i>Rtrmt have nuiiift-ttrd a laud^lili' and pathollt spirit. 

In ynurletlur of the IHIti June ynii direct mii to nitnpi lueasiTres Tor 
■ lie seenrity of the countr]' ami nnit lor rnrlhir nriler^ ; — I regret that I 
liaTenot a laiecr latitude, lam, TeryrmiieclHitly, 4f. 

WlI.UAM llfLL. 
Hoiioraldf Hillhiiu I'nstii. * 

Dflroit,9lhJuti/. laiS. 

Sir— I have rcreitnl yonr k-tler of the Zllh Jnni!.— Thft army uniler 
my (ominand arrived licre no thu .^Ih inly. iasl. Rn-rr rOlirt bat hn^n 
and ix itill aiakiug liy Iho BrilUli, tu collert the Indiaox under tbelr staiH 
<lard', — Ihey have alai^e number. I ain preparing boats atMl«hal) pana 
the river in n Ti-n dayE. The BritiKh have e^tablishetl a pott dtrcctly 
opposilu to this place ; 1 have- conMeiiee to dislodging Ihtin, sijhI or twiD^ 
iti pORWsskin of the oppcKili- bank. 1 havo litth^ timn ta wi'llo i every 
thing will Iw done that i« possilile to do. The UriiL<h coiuraand thi^ 
water and the savages l I do not think the fi>rec here equal to the rudiio- 
tiouol'Atnlu-i'Ktburg ; you theivforo inu^l iiol he too sarieuinr. Inni, &g. 
WILLIAM HULL. 

Hon. William Enstis. 

DelrnU, J,iljf 10, 1U12. 

Sir — Mr. Beard, Augustus rurtftr's agi^nl Jicrc, Inrormed mo that, in 
>;Dnse(|ucnoe of the lak« behig cloted ugainst an. he cannot hinitsh the 
liprcftarj supplied dI' proiisiiiiis. t haio, therelhrc, onlhoriceil 3Ii'. Jubl 
II. riatl. orCnii'iriti^ti. (min' here) to I'utniih tno liundred thnusaitd t«* 
lions at Oottt and the tame ijuantltyor beol'. I hare enga9l^d to give 
him Alter cctit. nn the amontit orpurehaxcsandpay hixnoeeukry <tspen- 
res, and the expeneu orti-aosporlation : lio will I'ithor hire or iwrebaw 
pack-horsrs to trans)>»rt the flonr. I shall draw on you fur thie a»ntj 
iipccsiary for the pur|iose. The eoinmnnleatkni mnit be <iuciirw) nr thb 
anuy will be H'itbout |irovi«ions. Troops will l« alimlutuly nerenary 
on the road lo protect (he proviainns. Tbbi must uot be nrgleeted ; U 
it i.« lliis army will periili by liuDgrr. I am. fif. 

(Signed.) WILLIAM UfLL 

Jlonoiiral.le W FuHi. 



;l Uiv 



SaiJirtth, in Cpjtr Cattada. J^ I 
tbe >^lti Jalj inst. iho ihr ol' tho lurito.) at Ihr 
ale w». t!inflov«] in Elre'ustbiMiiBg Ihe Cnr\ 

iikMi. .LiTd pt>cpitrin^ boaU fur Ibo piiuag;« 
_ ilirs otiltc QriiUh aritif. vid. Oois 
ti> obuiii. sU buadfed Caiuull 



mlihl 



mI lo ihi5 tiirj.. iin tin! cTenuis of Iho II Ui. before t)a/k.|| 
ivcra onlrrml tlowu llip Hvpr, ana a pai't af Uie anny fDarcbt 
:be titer Kougr, wiUi directum* to return under covtr nr iIm> ■ 

l»fwEf J aU>te Hir t,i>tn. The otijpcl iir tliif luoveini-iil 



bri.J^.'- 'I'lw 111. I. :^. r..pim>ul. .\r.Villnr . 
neou of Obio ralnaltfcrc. widi tliroc *ix |>»i<i 
i)f Capikia Dtmni. qiuvlied tu llic >amo poiii i 
tItaUiIy nude, and thcarmj' isimwtuicaiuix'i: . 
out the lo*<' of a Ulan. lu Uiecouriie of the n, 
iltclr (MwilioD wid retreated 4a Amlierstlnu. 
anddebvlkktioa were runilucted wllii the gi>.i: 
tif>a*7 wlillery thai wm mounled on ranbii - 
to aait»bl<- tiiuallon! tn hare ravert^il ibe likSilxr;;. ,i, i> . 
Lil« alW tin' fiiiit Wit ufuresiinpHt struck the rhme, ti 
Mt'nt »ii\ lornied. The maiinrr ill irhich thU diOlcitlt n 
cicrultxl tktes lionor lo the oJIicci<i and wldiers ni' thiit a 
drr the |Kiufs>ion i>l' thin biiiik 3' iugU\j imptu'tuiit. lly « 
«r two latteries Dp)Kxite to tlic luttt^rit* at Ualrnil. the rin 
iwnpletf'l; comniandiid iu Uin ivm nt the arm]?. (Ja iIhJ 
Birer. ilir liiier La Tranche. Hint l^o tjt. L'lair ii a ihnmI 
trtw hle part of the prorliife ; it is likcuise prol^ble thpt J^t" "*! 
tf nre ihu Araericjui itEuidord crreted on both hides tbu rlvor U M 

^B Ihrorahje elh<i:t. 

" ■" BCo|i7 ef iiprodaioalioa lo llie iatwhitanlK. nhicli I b>B 

^tie approved by tlie gavcinrncnt. I'lvo Itundreil co|iki ]mn ba 
' c now )n f ii'L-iiTnliou ; nil llic iuliabitonlK wtioluveMal 
qHWiar uti^nei). I un. kr. 

(Seiwl.) WIIXIAM HWU 

Hob. n , Eiwtis. 

0.:trml. .Mj 22d. j oWo.*. ^. Jf. 

!%>-vi»lcr>laj unernonii 1 pt.^«>;rl .iror In this pUMi trith f IhmIum 
fiitmil ItV" ^<f out batlalbn of the 4lh rpsinifnt. for ihc antrpastvl 
^falwUlnc the praparatioiiK for Uio siege of Maiden. I fin j n^ ^t- 
HR|h n* earru^gei must be biii It I'it thn 21 ponnrien aud mortan , It 
^IflplrrM kit-l tno wecki to atuka the ncr^sbar; preparatinm ; A 
%]^lftl pOVOC of thiB arm/ tu take Maiden h; slorin. but it would b 
>-» *- -It opinion, with to« grtat a Mrriflce under the |ire«c4it eii' 



IS for s 



atlcinpl on thr " (Iqccii Charlotte-" 
I could ui^iirli'llili urmjF ti> NtaMtor 



ttm^^V. &Utl< 



I, very rcsptr.llnllt. &c, 

WttLlABI IIL'I.L. 
Brig, Geti Conimanilius N, W. antir, V. ?, 



I 
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Saitdma, r. C. Aiigvn iiA, imi!. 

-Sir— At III'' time when the urmy iindrr 017 coinmniiil took po^<m<ioti I 
or tbif pari it rhe pntvinoc uf I'uprr Canada everf thing appeared 1^ I 
Toiirablo, and all the ofH-mtions of tbis armjr bare been EucceMfnl; rii^fl 
cuiuKtuitct bate lince occurred which scera mntcriallj to chaage our 0^ I 
lure pro'qkccti. TheuneipectcHiurrenderof MirliilltnkcltlnM uid 11m I 
lantrnpcratioDSofthe orraj ^ Niagara am the circiimstaiivoi tnvhUfe J 
I kllitdR. I have «Ter7 rnntn la expect in a Tcrj xhort time & Inrga 
body of Indians t'rnm the north, whose opcralioii; will be dircclrdagaiiHt 
thit ariDT. Tbej are under the inSucnce nl' t be North lud S(iiith~ire»t 
Companies, and the interest of the^c companiDB ilcpc^idx on opentng the 
rommunicalion of (he Detroit rirer this summer. It is the chontiel bv 
■vhicli the; obt^Q their suppltei, and there can be no doubt but cverv er- , 
furt ivill be made aKaiost thit armj to open that communiealion. U II I 
Ih« opinion of thcofficors and the matt iotelJigcntgeutlemea from .Mich- I 
ilimachlnftc, that the Briiisli can eugacc any numben cl' Indiaus ther I 
ma; liavc occasion lor, and tJiat (including tho Bngaga of N. W. and S. 1 
W. CoiDpaniet) two or three thousand vill be brought to this place in I 
a ler; ittort time. Despfttclios hare been u^nt tn Maiden and tbe me^ J 
scnger« liaverotumed nrltborden. With re«pect tn the delay M Niagai«, J 
lite folluwiog consequenceK hAve rolloned : a Major Chambers of tha 1 
British army with 66 rcgulam and 4 pieces of bra^n artillery, has been I 
detai.hed from Niagara, and by tjie last accounts had penetrated m laf 1 
M Uelairare. about 120 miles from this place 1 every eSurt was iDaking I 
by this detachment to obtain reinft>rcemeota from the mititja and Jn- I 
diaus : considerable numliers lijtd joined ; and it wai cipecled tUs farott 1 
wouid eonsUt of S or TOO ; the object of Ibis lurce is to operate agaitnt I 
this fu-niy. Two days ago all the Indians wore scut Inttu Maiden miOt I 
a small body of BritLih troops tn Hrownstoutn and M«guagst«t.iuid made I 
pri'ooers of the Wyandots at those place;. There are strung reamm to I 
believe that it was by theb' owncoiMeut, nntH-lthstanding the prolewkuM I 
they bad made. Under aU these circumstances ytui wiil percUve Uiat T 
the sitnatioD of thiiarmr it critical. lamiinwpreparinEa workoothki J 
bank, which may be delruded by almut 300 men. Thuve rouBulled 1 
with tite prinripal officers and an attempt toslonn tho furt at Maiilcu is 1 
(bought luiadviscable without artillery to make a heeach. The piokets J 
are 14 feet high, and defended by bastiouson which arc mounted £1 piu- 
resof cannoo- 

I am preparing floating batteries to drive Uie Qurao Cliarlutte fron 1 
the month of the River Canards, aud land them below that river ; and it | 
is my inlenlion to maich down with the army, and ai soon as a brracb I 
can be made, attempt the place by storm. Circumstances, bnwevtrf I 
may render it necessary to re-cri>ss the river with the maiu bndy nf Hm I 
urmy, to preserve the communicatioo lor tlie purpose nl' o(>Uiuiiig mi[k1 
plips from Ohio. 1 am conslauliy nbligcil to make aslronrdrtacbinent I 
to convoy the provisinus between ttie loot of the Rapids and Detroit. If 1 
nothing sliould he done at Niagara, and the fijrcc should cnms frum th«i_ j 
nni-tb and the east, as is almost certain, you must bf sensible pf the dif' I 
licullics which will attend my situation' I can promise uuthin;; but inj I 
lust and moit faitbtbl eterlinnn to promote the hAiior nf the army m ' 
thcinterMtotmy coiinlrv I am, rcrv rciuertlHllv, &.r. 

{Kjmedl HU,LI4M HUU., 

lion W.RiiVti. 




SanArifft. £'. C. 
Sir — in my feUrr of rtiT* dalr to Ihc sr^relary of mtr. I b»c mpol- 

.'lOOfrnni lli>- stale of Oliin. I hoji/-. sir. vi>it wtl! ii>u<^)il>-r vnanelT*- 
thirriccd tncalllhcm inluMTvicr.nnil onWtlitiu lullir- |ilar«ol'4(<ift*' 
lioli. before joureccWr partkuUr lii'.liflrllnBK iWim ttir h itvliiri ufllt 
ilc-par(imnli>rH>r. I bavu jiisl rcfcivcdinlnruialkin ilui AllrhiBiMit 
iuac [ritiiAtc aiO mjlw rrora hvrv] hu bticii taken l>jr ttir lliittUi, dW 
hj about lOUO luiliau«. Tbc uixratloits ol' thlt army h» brra Mkntr 
Mrci-nAil, anlil t> orihv greatest inporluice Hint the aIijlcU »bo«Ub 
rVtrlrd. I rrf«r lou to Mr. Ci.nitil fi)r ftoit tiifbrin«tMn nipedM 
tbv HUwtion of UIl- army ami the sl»tr of Uiln 
•nucd ; «r li«>e do uparcarmi lier«. 

(SigMd.) 



I hiTC tile honor. \r. 

WILIJAM iri'tx. 
Brig. Ui-tunl Omm||. 



Hi! crr^llt-Dcy Ctor. Srott. 
f^inilar •rriltcn to Gov. -Mrig^. 

X)cif<iir, sth .tugtut. no. 

Sir — I fcafc reccivFi) <nur IctU-r of (Iir S6lh July. L'nder «ikb^ 
cirvunwlBnces I haFc, I'mm prirate fuuIingK, rc-crosEnI th« IMioiJ Bin' 
wiib tbc main badj'ortbeannj.H'lthiinl n<akiii°;an attrntpiiw xhtttii- 
ti«b tort nl JMaM^u. My teaioaf were that I did imt Kuii-ijilrr It miM 
bo doae raiutstctit iritti n); orilcrs, rU. Ibc sat'olr of (ti*- ptnti mau 
om> counlrr. Cootrarf to iriy cxpcctatious, tbe WfMuloti b^obaoinir 
hgatile, anil the utbor iiatioiis coiiavtted willi tbeiu orn lullawlng tba 
Msm^tlc. Siiictr the lall of MRfknna the liidbn force tiBf bvtn IjdI f*- 
rrcuilig in Ibis part of tbc CUIII1U7. Kroin all tiic InromialiHn, a Itip 
Indian and Canadian force may be ritpcrted tVoin Alu-klii^u-k, aad lt> 
force Iront Niagan, which liucationedm my forint^r ti>tter. i< aiU-nr.^ 
My comniiiuicationR with the slate of Ohio, on which th>' ...■.,.'.. ..■■<- 
army depended, is cut off, and faiiving been drfcateil in . 
open thitt Cfltniniinipation. as fttkfkciirs l>y my l«tler ni ■. 
CuluMercd it indlapvmibly necetsai'v to optiu that caini: . 
hapEtliereduetianufMaldeiiwoulJbavebcentbemosi . 
The bridges were brolie down and the nature uf the ruiinttv ua, ikIi 
that theulBcenof Ikeartitlory g»ve it as their oiuniuo tUali iIni iuvj 
pieces could not be brought before the worli wltbout mtu-ti ' 
great labour ; more time than iioiild liaro been nai'it to li.-i 
Time does iiot admit Ufa detail uf all the dilBcuitieK i<ti, 
ircre euiToasing, I have buill a work nearly opjKHile I)< 
(■d by SJO inruDtry and 25 artillcrisU. In ininumc 
IJeutcnant Colonel Miller b now cnininrnt-mg hi; aiaii 1 . 
»lrc(l oft ho befit troopi of the army to lueol Captain Ui.ij., 
with I wo hundred volunteer*, eseortiug 300 bead of cattle a 
It of flour on pack-horses. I am very reepeetfully, &c. 

{sij^iied.} wiij.tA.-u ad 

ThcIIan, Wm. EuKti*, secretary of w 



<■-■■ .midoj..: 



Mmitrral, September 8, 

Sir— The enuliwcil dcpalth wm prciiaml on my ait-iral m 

iittff^, tlid It was m* ititcQlrDi) to liave furuiirdcd it fnilD Jbna 
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Major Withcreli, of the Mir:higan volunteers. I made application to thn 
coinmanding officer at that post, and whu refused ; he statin;; that he was 
not authorised, and General Brock was then at York. We were iinine- 
d^dtoly embarked tor this place, and Major NVithercUobtamed liberty at 
Kingston to go home on pai'ole. 

This is the first opportunity I have had to foi^'ard tlm despatciies. 

The fourth United States regiiucnt is destined for Quehcr, with a part 
of the first. The whole consist of a little over 300. 

Sir George Prevost, without any request on my part, has offered t(» 
take my parole, and permit me to proceed to the states. 

Lieut. Anderson, of the eighth regiment. Is the bearer of my de^i- 
patches. ile was formerly a lieutenant hi the artillery, and resigned his 
commission on being appointed marshal i<t' the territory of Michigan. 
During the campaign he has had a command in the artillery ; and I rc< 
€ommend him to you as a valuable officer. 

Un is particularly acquainted with the state of things previous and at 
the time when the capitulation took place. He will be able to give you 
f:orreet information on any points, about which you may thin!; proper t<^ 
enquire. I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM HULL. 
Hon. W. Eustis, sec'y of the dept. of war. 

Fort George, Augiial 26, ICIJ, 

Sir— ^Enclosed arfe the articles of capitulation, by which the fort of 
Detroit has been surrendered to Major General Brock, commanding hU 
Britannic majesty's forces in Upper Canada, and by which the troops 
have become prisoners of war. My situation at present forbids me ft*oni 
detailing the particular causes wliich have led to this unfortunate event 
I will, iiowever, generally observe, that, after the surrenilcr of Mlchilli- 
fnackuiac, almost every tribe and nation of Indians, excepting a i>art of 
the Miamies and Delawares, north, from beyond Lake Superior, west. 
from beyond the Mississippi, south from the Ohio and Wabash, 4Uid east 
from every part of Upper Canada, and from all the intermediate country, 
joined in open hostility, under the British standard, against the army I 
commanded, contrary to the most solemn assurances of a large portion 
of them to remain neutral : even the Ottawa Chiefs, from Arbccrotch. 
who formed the delegation to Washington the last summer, in whose 
friendship I know you had great confidence, are among the hostile tribes, 
■and several of them distinguished leaders. Among the vast number of 
chiefs who lead the hostile bands, Tecumseh, Marpot, Logan, Walk-in- 
the-water. Split-log, &c. ani considered the principals. This numerous 
assemblage of savages, under the entire influence and direction of tht- 
Britii»h coramandcr, enabled him totally to obstruct the only communi- 
•cation which I had with my country. This communication had been 
opened froiB the settlements in the state of Ohio, two hundred miles 
through a wiiderncsf, by the fatigues of the army, which I marched 
to the frontier on the Hiv* r Detroit. The body of the lake being oom- 
inandcd by the BritlKii .ii.ii'd sliips, and the shores and rivers by gun- 
boats, the army wil% toi.iliy deprived of all oommuoicaUon by water. 
On this extensive road it di^u nded tor transportation of provisions, mil- 
jtarv stores, medicine, clwchir:;^, and every other supply, on pack-borses 
--all its o}>eratious wMosucN.ssfui until its arrival at Detroit, and ia a 
few diivs ii passed into the enemy's country, and all opposition seemed 
to fall before i*. Om^ month it remained in |>ossession of this country. 
ifcod r:?" fed nom its rcsvuiccs. I:i Jiflfe rent directions detachments pctie> 
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MfndrawttiMtpBTtar tItApniviiiM!. andtl 
?<-emf<i xatiint'il wiTli llic rhange Af situation which n 
place — Uic militln Iroin Amhcrnhur; werr d*lly ilcsi 
ruiintr/, thea uurlrr (he i^nlroul of tht- arraj, wat aiklns for p 
Thi! Inilian" gi^ rubral ly. in tliefir^t inxUriiw, &pIn^an^tl lo'l 
aoddetenntnc'l lu tnkciraiiartlnthnmntniit. Th^foKo . 
wkt elghUwn inil«i below m; cnntrapmnitt. IVnt n clniElr e 
laiirlar wm uii wJievU Hiiitiblu to rvrj' boliifv tliat (il&cc. 1 r 
my nIRcen. whciher it tru riprJtent to nialie an »(irin)>l ou iL wMt M 
bayutii^t alone, nllhoul cannnn to make ■ bmrli in the lirit tnctMtt. 
The couikM I cmIIci) vfss uf the npiuion it ivu not. Tbe grattE't iote- 
try wax et«rtc<l ill makin' prepafatioD. ami it ira-i iNtl niitU Un 7Urf 
Aagust that two 21 pounit''jrs. anil thriw liawitiers were ptvpanrf. h 
mas then my Inlwitlun to have proceedeH on thrcutcrprocic. tfliilttlt 
operalions of the army were delayed by these pn-parsllacMt, the tiutk 
orodreniily, had b«en fortonie lUiie anil Reeined >i1lll thMkly t« bvpUb- 
erio;; around inc. Th" iiTirrenderol'Mi('httliiiM'-'i.-lii:ic i^ix h, d tbtoortt 
urn hiv(! of Indian!, and tht-y were lu-aiininij dir" jnti.— 

Itcinl'orcement' Iram Niagara hnd arrived »> r iht 

fammiMd ofColnnel Proctnr. Theitcserlionn! 8^ 

lidei the rcinrurcemnnU tbul cami? by water. I : n oTi 

very cons Mr rab if) tafca nnder tli* command ni ■ . lir 

Itifar lic Trench, with four field piccei, and <»' ...r U< 

route, etiilenfly d>slin«d fur Amhentbnrg ; olh' ..mh- 

liinatkHi, and lncrea<ic of force, ronlrary to all " Wy 

aiulott, Chlupeir*«, Ottstrw, Potlaiiatamu!''. 'I . ta. 

•TlUi wlHtm I hnif the mo»l frieiHlly intcrpoiir=e, nl "im ii.i.-...: n»n to 
Amher>ll>iir£. ui'l aecv)ited the toinaliawlc and soatpiu; knifr. Tbcrt 
being now a vaxt natnbcr of Indiana at the British pni^t, llwy wore •■ 
to the KivfY Huron. Broivnslown and iVliguagoloint<-rrep( my mmmw- 
nir'Ation. Tnopen this CDniinunkatioii I detached Major VonliBne it 
the Obb vulnnteers witli2tX) mrii to proceed ai bra« tb« Kirrr lUM^ 
under an cxprctatlon he would mvet Captain Bnith witli I.'iO nicu. (it> 
onlecrs I'roiii tbe slate of Ohio, Hi^iila ijuantityuf prnvision liir tbraray. 
All ambu scad n wa^ formed at Bi>iwn>lown. and Majnr Vj|ibnm«'*rf>> 
tachinent dcrcatcd. and returneil to camp ivithoiit i^lTFettnt; Iha alyd 
i>f the expeditkHi. 

lu my tetter et the Ttb Inxt. you liaro the pnrtlFularc at tbut tt«SB» 
lion, with a return of tho killed ujid n-»iinded. I'lider tlib Biiridm arf 
unexpected change of Ihingi. anil liaFiuj; recoiveil au«ipreit> (hMaG*- 
t'l'al fliil], commanding oppoKil'i the BriiMi shnreon Utc Niaj^mriva, 
by which it appeared there was no pi'oeiiet't of ro-operallon rron Uial 
quarter, and the two senior otHt^rs of the artillery- Imriug ttatitil to ^ 
an opinion tlint it wonlil be extrciocly difficult. II' not iiii|K>»tbl«. la pan 
lh« Turkey river and river Aux Canard, with the 24 poui»k-nt, lunlUMt 
tliey could not be tran&porled by water, at tbe (tueeii Charlotte, mUA 
carried 18 21 poumlors. lay in the Itiver Detroit above tta» 

Rircr Aiuc Canard — and an it apppai«d indlspeniibty 

the colDmuoiratlon to the Kiver Haisiu, and the Mbu 
compellt'd to sutpend tbe operation againU Amheni 
tratc tbe main force of the artny at Detroit. Fully 
time, allcr the comrounicallon wac oppiied, to 

pursue Uie objort at Amhersthur;. and nrongl; , „ 

proteetion to a vory largp number of thr inhabitants of ITppar I 
who had vnliintarily acerpted il under ny proclamatioD, I nla' ' 
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fortrett on the limks of the river, a little ImIow Detroit, calculated fiu 
a earrisiin ot'.'XK) men. Un the urenirig of tlif :tb anil iTioriiiitg of llic 
nui iiist. tlia orin; , cxropting Ittu gaiTiMin •>!' ?M ial':intry, aoti a {'orii' of 
artillcri»t«, ijl uwler tbc cauiusiid ul' Majiir Utauj ot tliu OliiovDluu- 
iBcrx. ic-croKKid Ui« rirui' onit encainpFil at Dctruit. In pursuance of 
the object of opening the mmmuuicatiou. od tvhjcti 1 consiijeredliMex- 
iit«iMti of the army de)ivD(Ung, a dulactiineiit of ilx hundred okd, under 
thn comnumd of Lieulciiaot Colonel Sllllet' iva« Inimedialely ordered. 
For a particular account of the prMi:edingii of IMf <lcla<:baient and the 
mnnwntble battle which was tbiight at. MuguaKo. which rcllectstb«hi;b' 
nil huiuui' on tho AmerlMU arnw, I rtlV^r ytm tn ray letter of the Illth 
August inKt. a duplicate of which iji cnc lose J, marked G. nothing Ikihs 
i^ver but honour was aequired by this victory— and K i> a punftjt contl- 
derntion, that the lilood ipf TAcnllmit men could oulj open llis commu- 
nkation. a» iar as the poinik al their li.iyunelii vxtcndc^d. Tbti necessaty 
careoflhokirk and irnunded, and a very severe storm at rain, rendered 
Ifaeir return to the romp lodKiwitubl/ nccetiLary fur their own comfort. 
Capt. BruHh, with hiK tniall detachment and (he provisioiLt, being iitill 
at the Hirer Raltiu. and in a siiualiou to be destroyed by the *af aa:s, 
na the I3Ui inst. iu tho eTeniog. I permitteii Cols. M'Artliur and Ca<< 
to seluel from their regiment timr hundred uf tlwir most elTectiee men, 
nod procned an upper route through the woods, wliich I had tent an ex- 
press to Capl. Brush to take, nnil natl directed thf militia ofllie river 
ftaixin to aucompBiiy him as a rehilbrceineut. The foree of the ene- 
my cantinuall]'' cnereailng, and the ncoessily of opening the communica- 
tion. aiKl acting on the dcfeniiive, bccamiii| more apparent. I bad, pre- 
TJoiis to detaehingCots. M'Arthur and Ca», on the nth inat, evacuated 
and deitmyed the flirt on tlin npiicisite liank. Un the 13(1) ui the 
cTcninj. (icoeral Brock arrived at .imlier^tbnrg, aliout the hour Colonel 
M'Arlhur. aitd Cais niarrhcd, of which al (liat tliue I had received no in- 
Ibrmatiou. Otk the 15th I received aiumnions from biin toKorrendecfort 
Detroit, of which the paper marked A is a copy. My answer b nurk- 
rd U. At this time I bait received no iorormatioii from C*>\s. M' Ar- 
thur iind Cas«. An express H'i» immeiliately sent ntniugly eneorled 
ivilb order* for them to return. On (bo ISUi, as wxin m uen. Brock 
received m^ letter, bii baltericK opened on the tiiwu and fort, and con- 
tinued until evening. In theevening all the British sbipsof war cama 
nearly as llir up the river as Sandwich, three miles below Detroit. At 
day f^t on the IGth (at whnh time I bad received no inlbrmation 
from Col's .>r Arthur and Cass, my expresses sent the evening bulbre aad 
in the ni*hl. having been prevented from pa<is!ng by nunterona bodies of 
Indians] thccaanonaderernnimHneed. mid in a short time I received In- 
lbrmation, that the British arniy. »nd Indians, were lauding below tlie 
Springwells, under therorerof'thrir bliipit of war. At IhU time the 
whale effective tbrce at my diipOEil at llclrnlt did not exceed 800 men. 

Being new troops, and unaccntlnmed to a camp life having porfor- 

mei] A laborious march — having becuengnged in a number of battles 
and rkirmislies, in which mnny had lAlleH, and more bad rcefived 
iTOunds, in additiou to whict. a turge numl>cr being sick, and unprovided 
u'ith medicln« and the eomlbiLi ncre-iury I'or llieh nitiiatiim — iirc the 
senenl causes by wliieh (he siren{;tb ofilie army was Ihui reduced. 
The fort at this time iva^ (itlfd Kith women, children, and the old and 
decrophl people ol'llie town aodcounlrv — they were ensile in the tiiivn, 
lult was cntiraly oik'H imil exposed tn the rnemy's batteries. Back uf 
the fbrl, above or IhUh' H, there nas. no »afeiy (br Iheiii ou arrount of 



I 't , 

llie IfliHtllB. In thn firitin«tanct:, lie rncmj'ii foe wai prii 

tsctpil n»»in't ourballcrh':— towani" He pUhg. il was dim- 

lbofr>rlal»nr. aiid xliii'-tt every xIk.I uiirUhtill Inifl IltEircD«i. 
Il now- becamn nr.(-ps«iTt eilhT In IJ'jIii ih'- •■iirmv tii (h*- Bi-M r m*- 

lofEth" «hnli- lor.! in Ihr f.irl . ..I i.m|m.r (iLiij. .,1 , H ,1-.., 1 
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ailj aflw}ilii'i I .■■,.■ ; . 

I'nptcj-a ri-z"' ■' '■■'.' 

niiralrer nf I'lrh i-i. i m-i ii mr ■ ci.i- l i ■: i , 

nol thrnlt it r>:[i<:li'Ttt In artopl Ihc lir<l musMii.-, 'ITji- ...i,riil m.i.- 
have bscn oUmikd I'Kh grr&t tanificc of lilnod, and im (Kuiuhlr 4it- 
vaitta'o, trcr>au<o tlir conti-st ronli) ixit liavti lipan tuslaUicil uton' thic 

a diiv'lor Ihr K«nt of powder ttni biit a vrry fuw day Tir rj n.i ,: 

))n>Tisraa!. In aildilinn In IhK ColoiieU Al'.Aitliur aii>l I 
licoii io 3 mo!t hiiT>ril[iii( (iliiatinn. I I'torrit nntliiii^ t" ' 
nalivc. 1 bavo fturett to nilopt il — I well kituiv Uic In ' 
afll'c ■n^amrt'. niid I take III'.' irliole upnii my%eir. I' 

a trntc of dulj. anil a fiiJl poiiv-iplion ol'ilt rtprilitnrj _ , 

savagp* uhifli had then Joined (liP UrUisli lofre were niiiii< il,i^. Imjuiti 
any formrr exampli^. Their tinmluT* Itafc sinep itiereutnl. and lMrh»- 
tory ol'lhc ImrbarUni of Ihe rwtlh of Kiinipi- does not liinii^h 
of morcgrreily tii>!eofe tlian Ibeftd Nataups hitve exliibii. i1 
portion cif tbc bruTc nnil gallant oKrrr* anil men I <-'ii < 
choorrnllj- )iav« cunie^tcd nnlil the lail rartiidse ha'! ■ 
and tire hayonfts wnrft lo tlio sookuli. I coiibl not t-on 
Imi merifirc ofsticli braro men. wlirn I kiirw It iittt in. 

tision. mililii I • ■■ ,■, ■ . i: , 

borsci. thrnii-li .■.■.- . i i .■ . i ■ 

•aCaJM. Il n.l, ii[i;i.. .Mr , r, . lii.i l ! I.l I:, :, 

t^UC, b;-Mckn^-.. Iiy K'niiiiil-:. iirirl d.MLlbi, r.'iuM IjIii r 

not only against lh» wllMti^d i'arcn iif nil Hip iiorlhtm 
ifiansi but a;;aiiiti tlie iinilurl strength of I'jiper Can.iri-> 
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I I'ommaiiil, (.'cilonil- M'Arllmr. KimJIey, f.i- 
.1111 Colonel .M(II<-r. (n I'spiv,. n»y nWigatioiiJi lo iWri i 
iind iihli«ioii- iimnnrr llirj jaft [ici formed tbcir renjicr ii 
iiiglil Iti'^ tiikcn place during the campaign, nbicli ii li'>i< 
■<T-my, [lic«c> officers are tnlitled to a large sJisrp d" il 
■lionli) be ditapjiroTcd, no part of the consare belong la < 
likcnrkn 111 fTpra-Ei; myoblisatiiui toGnneral Taylor, »'lii> ' 
tliu duty of (juirtcf-mattpf-gennrnl, f.ir hi> Rroal Hfili'n 
1 1 1'rj' llitng bi lii< dujwrlin'^nl ivlikh it was p . . ; 
,iinv.->ii;i'nri' of tliii afmy ; liltriwi.,. lo Ilrinj':' 
(-orrof I irnii piinetiiil mnmipr in whirh lie Ii... . 
to the iirmT geiit'rallv Ibf llirir rxprtion aiiii ii;. 
I'cslKd fur the public liilert'it. Tlic deatb i>l !•<. ru<vi<'i m.(,;i „, 
BrriTiMl nl DclrAit, was a neTprc ruUlurtiioc lo lire niioy . it nas in 
•t'i by Itir rnplun; ortbir Checha^a packet, by ivhich llic mt'dicia 
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^(iiipttAl itoret «»»■ lo*>- He *ru coniiitciicliix Ibv Iwxt aiTaogetnenU 
Win ihe (leiuiriRieiil or wlilrh he WW tbe priu(^ii>fil. witli llir vciy mimII '^ 

UraniliA pnsMifHMT. I wai lifeeivisv <l>'prjv<>tl ut' ttm noarnt^rj itrvitot 
^fCxptttln Pirlridpi by iilchiics<, the onl; ttfllcuroi'llic rori»or«agt- 
En«et« Attv.hed ia tiic array. All Uie officen and uiup lakv* gone tr> 
r(lielrr«iii>cf[ivolKiiDF«.t-XeepIing Uielth I'nlUd States rngiment. and 
[ a kniall pari of tlie first, nntl Cnptuiii Dyson's campaiiy nf trliUcry. 
I CapUin Df ^nn'i rojupatiy was M\ at AioB^ntbiirg. aiid th« ittlieri sm 
I Willi nie priiotien — Xhey viiiouiit to about three liiindred uid forty, I 
I ll»rp only la sulirll ui lliimltgationof my coaducl, 3s t^»^1y at luy sitn- 
I Slion, atid the sitte uf Uiiii;* n-ill admit ; and to add llro farthnr re- ' 
I ^c(t, thai Uio Kuvrrninoiil wJlJ not be uniniiidnji nl' my niwciate) in 
E capti'ily, Dod of t lie funilics nf tlio^ti brave men who haTO I'allttQin th«j 
\' onnlr^it. J 

I liave Uic lionuui' to be, very rc'pWriiHy. joi"" WMt obedimt "f^jj 

w. tnjLt. 

Brigailtfr gfi\tra.] roininanding tht^ norlb'tTCnlfri 
ai'my of l\\r United .Slatei. 
Jlon. \y. Kwlis, Hirretary of tU* d«liartipfnt of ffiir. 



BY WIM.IAM UL'LL. 



Brigai'^er CtnrralaiutCvi 



PROCLAMATION. 
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BiT*>fT»Dr(»mn*I 
AflPf Uiiily yeora of pnaod and jirosncrlty, lliu United StatriS 
(live been driven to armii. Thn iujuriei uiil iXKre^^'on^- the innitU^ 
and imlignities of Ureal Brilain have oiuie inori)lcfl tUem no alterna* " 
lire but tnoaty r<ii»Uiir« or iinconditiniml tnUmiition. The army under 
iny comiMuid, haiinvadeil your country ; thu *landanl of the Union nnw; . 
traves over the territory of Canada. 'I'o thti peaceable DnoCTcndln!; ht-j J 

liabitanl, it brinji nciUlor ilanger nor difficulty. I come to Qod '— " 

not to nialiothrm. I eotnc to prnlcrt, not tu injure yoii. _ 

Svpurated by uuuniDenseoc«uiandan«xtemtvuNU<}erart«lt'amGraa 
(trilBiu, TOU have no parlicipatioo hi birr council* qo; Interest in her eooL 
diicL You have lelt her tyiuiny, you have K«n hiir iujustico. Botl 
do not *fk yoii to :tvcng« Ibe ono or redress the other- "^^^ L^uitoV 
ljt»tes are luSkiently potrerful to aObrd evriy security, consiateul "<tS 
their righU uid your expfwtatianc. I tender you thu invaliiabic bteuldf 
of civil, palllieal nml rvligiou* Uhcrty, utid their necettsry renill, inir^ 
vidiial and ^euenil protpcrily : that liberty which guvt: <leeisiou to 01 
councils, and energy to our condnct in m *trugglu lor indopi'nJcnc^ 
which (ondiir-tod ui tHfcly toil triumphaatly through the itonny perl^ 
of the revolution— the liberty which riixedui to an ■■triFitcdriiik iinir'- 
Ihe nationi of the trorld : and which aSbntnd u» a --,-•- : -r 
' IHsacf knd n^ltrily.of wo^iltb iuid iinprovHineiit. tli-m 
' of any pnuiile. In tlio name of my country, and I ii< : 
meal, ( (ironilto you protection to your ptinoni. i 
I remain at your hojne>; ^luiinc your peBcefnlaad lU'-U- . , ■ 
' raiKc not yonrhaniUiieaiuityoiir'hrcthrrn. Mauy ul'iom ii'ti' . 

f for tlm Iravdom am? indepriKleiice wc now enjoy. H«itii; eMIdr 
' fhcrcfere of llir- jame lamily with us, and bUrs to thd samp hrritaj 
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ibe WrtrkI orwuin; .>i i < 


-^ 


welMttw- You *ill f" ' 


rMloitxi W> llw difiiTi'^'l 


"titf^ 


ii»lMC*C«S. Iini-iil^i-V . 


:'.Mak 


forewTConll- 


.-l>ai> 


lien, and th:ii < 


. tun 


toyoarQ.vi.ii'. 


'!.^ 


tokf a part lu i 


'i-xlt^ 


edwcnmits _ 


■Mm 


j-pn, IFtbe barlwruu^ ^uJuw-.' ,. 


.r-urd. 


and tiM nTaeei l«t Iixkc to inunl< r > 


'""O* 


and cliildren. tbis wa« vtim, m . 


' '.. it* 




1', <nU 


he llM) McnAl of onn iadlscrimiaai c ^cciu- >.[ .kv-.ilai ».». 


iVo ..i.it,.-«a 


(bund Ogh-Jng b/ the «tde «r !U) iwlha <nl1 bn uk<3i 




dealb will be UJs bl. irihodicUti-s of rc«su[|. dotjr. 


imlbm mi b» 


loanHv cs()ni>t prc*enl the emjilnyment of a l"i. v « 


.icb r. .;tcu M 


righlK, u>j kaavrs no wraug, il will bu prereiilc I ' 


^:.lm|. 


leu t^Ktrm or retaliation. 1 iloaUl nut fom 


...^ 


will iwt doabl jnur atUchnwnt to liberty, ll i 


'ino 


volBotarily, tber *rl1l Iw an-aj'totl r-.\diW. T\„ 


.- f Tl» 


peace, liberty and Mcurity. Your chcricp Ijc b, : , 
ttorery »nd dEstroptiou— ChofWe Ihcoj bul ehi'tM « 




i; t> Mai lov* "^ 


wbo knavre the |u»tiee gf nur«iu«n. aud who huhU m 


bit ti«tid Uw hie 


<>f natioM. guide yon to the i-csatv thn moil compilibte 


wlttiyiMrf^ 






Bv ibp General, 






A. P. HULL 


Captami/the 13(A VaUid Siala r^maW/ Infantry mnd ^U-dt^tm | 


WILLIAM Hl'LL | 


Camp. Spring tbll. :i mi/n btlojt lUtnU 
Sinccthe arrival of my armf. at this entn'n; > 


■Mjf 0, IBIA 


; P.H 


yesterday) ( have btMsn iiiliinucd tlmt a Jimiihi ■. 


■.ill». 


ly aiiil iif kmall arms have been iDwte liy lli' 




imm thi.t sltore. hito Sandwich : 1 reiri-t to ti;^^ . . 


. .itta^ 


". Iiol .)iuMM4 


to make trar against priratu property, or tp aiitiiurixv 


> woBtoa sttuk 






I woald be Uappy to learn whotber yon roniidvr pr 
propfr Hibjcet of s3T«uro aild d*tont*nn ; 1 allude to 






^^ pfficBn lu particiitar. 




H Tbii bearer of this is Colonel Ca-;*. an offlrcr comma 








■ i4Mt of isy view* on the nibject ol an eichan^t^ of piiw 




H thortacd 10 CHler iulo a stipulattoii tor that purpose. 




■ (Signed,) Wm 


HUIA^^^H 


B Brig. Gen 


t-.sTA^^^H 
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jlinMrUlmfil. Ju^ C. liiSh4 

n bunnurcit witli joiir letter hi' Oils ilnJ^ubKc; I pprfcctlj fi . 
pHo witJt ym in U|>iniiiii rv«iMcllng ^irivnle propcrt;, and any iViintii 
■tUvk upon unoir(.'mlliig ladlviihiali. and ah) happy to find, wliu I w 
rrrtain (vould be the aam, that tha a-greisloii in qucbtiun wu a 
Ihoriud by you. 

In rrip^t Id Ihe prnptTtr nt bfficerK hot oil board a revei at 
lime of capture, I musl bcluds^ tiy the cuKtoin of tvar in like casei 
iueti(« to the capture, bHiI %ha.\\ alwaya ho ready to lOMt yoiir wlsln 
n^pMting U) exchatigu of prUoiicrt Mnen I receite orifprs on tli&t si 
Jectfrom my goreriiaieiit. 

1 hftrc the batwnr, fu:. 
(Sigued.) J. n. St. CEORCE. 

iJo'it.Col. cominMidingat Ambcntborx.j 
Brig. Oto. Hull * 

DtfroU.Jvtli lith. tSlS. 
Ufiii Sis. 

The army airlscd here on the Sth init. I hare now only tii 
itate to yau thtt wc aro v«ry dvEici«ii( in provixiona. add I bare a 
rizM) Mr. Pr»tl lo I'nmitli a supply for two muiitlii. ^^^_ 

The eommnnlfBtion mtiit tm pretorred by yniir niilitk, ot' Ihli army 
will perish liir the want of provislant. Wc hare the lUIIdt conSdenco. 
yoii will da all in your power to pntTeut to distninsing a cslaraKy at tha 
■raut nfproTinlaiii to this patriotic army. 



(Signed.) 
ir Meigt. 



I a 



, &e. 



Wm. IltTLL. 
ttri*. Geo. GoiuuiaudlQg. J 



fiEXERAL ORDERS. 



Detroit. Jugvtl i, 1S12. | 
irnlajur Van Homo thnuld deem a lai'gcr Ibrre neeecKary In Eua0 
■.ho pniT'rsiaiiB I'foin river Raiiin to Dntmii, tliaii tliu dctaeliincnt undr 
Mx contmaml. he ii authorized to order Captain Latrnix and AiXj of li 
ct>ai|Kiny tojoiu him, and murch on Ihe whole or part of Ihe way to Di 
iroit. It intut. howerer, be so arraiigeil timt his inarFli baclc nlll Ij 
\«fe. if the company dues not procetd the whole tliilaucu, 

(Signud.) Wm. UfLL. 

Brig. Geu. Cumuiuidiug. 

iliver Babin, Avguit «. 1SI3i ^ 
BniaAuicR GknciiaL UlLI.. 

Auwrdingto your onlcrnrtbe lOIh July, thare I hl« day called in 
actual Kff Ice all tiK 2d regiment, ejveiit CapUio II !Iiiir< i 
t (he nilanii. II appears Ibnt trc are intxded nii jI' 
four citizens ban been takrii prlsonenor killed i>'' 
, ron and Swamp Creek, and Ihey bate been it ^ ' 

I utttlcment, and sknikiiig alHiut. I no* wlilt lo ki.u. 

I Iain' Uutrn rumpany Into service, and bim I will ui^.1.,.^. .;.. . .1 . 

I und wbctlier I will take the <:oininand la my nrocul luiili— If CLpiain 
J-acmli will tn! iind«r my rnmtmni «r ■«!. t iitn teorfuJ (U( Mltl»* 



rf.U 



( »• ) 

uient irfll be M ciit ofl, ■■iici? Ihe IVjunduu bar i- ~uik- vrer i but 1 ib 
ilrtorailiiKrI tu give Ihcni i linihhiii;; U' Ibf;; cniiir Iii'ic. I wt\d Air. 
Wm. KoM-nPiiirewUi Wikil/nur oii-wi'r; I refrr jou to liimllir rurlbcr 
nrwt. UishJng la lirsr wbut acwi llic niait ivuuM givv ui, I ttiuu^l 
[iTDper to (leuiii Mi'. Kingg< mil it iU aii'lrnl ; liiil lliiiIliLg Jl tliil Mil 
irr)v« t>r nli]i> u'ctnok lliit nigttl [llm Mil) I havi: rluwi) m} letter. 

I iun doabtflTl il' llic mail is ai>t lukvn. but I liopp nut ; I do all in in;' 
power 10 kei'p ni* llic Epij'it<iol'tti«lnhuhit:LnU. whirh it all liitt oiImukI- 
mI. Tlirix^ i« W mci) nil giianl litil (lalrolc nl ttivi plai^i-, and ten at Ihe 
irthc'r crfwk, anil will cnutiniiu the sauie ualil Airlliur uiders. Wc«rp 
tliortuf umiiualtiuu irattiwlieil, pkuotoheap tbitle Inr na if postlUv. 
1 wiah to know how nmn; men wilJ nnlitle a ca^lnin to rcimniati't. t 
noitersliind, b; good aulhurit;, that numbers ot Imliaas it pa^iaj; on 
Ibv licsda iirUitt riTornni) rtror HuroD^oD their iray to .MtLiisn ^ aiiit. 
I tlduk, that if wmo pl.in is not taktn aoon, (hut thtj will W iii thmi- 
tandi at tiiat place b«furr long; but vrn must not detpftir In Uii: g/tod- 
nPKt orpruvidDDCO. 1 wish ;oii tu send Me. Kiwggs out ax koou H* poui- 
ble to l«t ui know the n«w<, &c. W'iahing }qix projiHtritf. and Uint 

I un your nioi't obL-ilicnt and liumbU; urTant. 

JOHN ASDKRSOK. 
■'. S. Ill behalf of (he inbabituiie. t t«iji)<"'t ynii wUl not nriet awa; 
an)t of tho praple from tbii place, for irc arc too licw for iU CeftMr. ; 
Iftl WHS poHiible, to be nucvurvd would bt tic^l. 

(Signed.) J. A- 

Fart iyiUia»\Ju.ly 19J*, 1812. 

1J|.\C15 MiCMN'TUSB, £s(). 

Ilc«R Sib— I rail just cnmmand as uiiirh lime at la ii(op jou a few 
linn, merclv to aciiuaint you that we an.' nut igtuinuil of the ioipolilk 
fite[M taken "br the ^vummeut nf (he )'iii[»d Sltittri uriliuerieii. Tbi- 
dectaralionorwarreiu'hod un ui Lbe I6t1) histsnl: but wi! were ix-lthci 
aitonichnd nor ■lormcd ; oat ogenls ordered n general inuitcr wliicb 
Mmmnted to 1,209, ewlii5i»«^ of several hundred of (he nativfi; we 
aremtw equal In all to l.OOOor 1,T()i) airoof. One of our eenthmrD 
■tarled on the ITth withinveral ligtaf caimoni (or lbe mteriar rountry 
tu rouMi the naUrcE to actlrKy, nlilrb is Qui hard la do aa the pt«««ul 
ovcaiiiin. Wc likewixe ditpatehed niessengen In hit dirovlionii Kllh tb( 
new». DiHTDiHit the teA-Hi doubt ImiI our farrcn wil) nmount. in tendaj'i 
henre. tn at least A.tMIO efreetiTv nien. It K not our intention lo fw- 
wnrti our packs bt-fore (he latter end of September or Ihe breiunuig ol 
tlctobcr. It hup|ieux Tcry furtuaalely that Ke are well supplied wlili 
warlike itorea, and 1 awiirc you that the Ainerleaus Will ont inWrw^pt 
niir property without meeting with a warm reception. Wc arc at pre- 
Krnt very bony In IbrtHylu^ this place ; however, the properly IJ 
will reiiinin here will he of little imporlnnep. ni nur mr«t "W 
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BartiiiK'k Jn'twed lilnuclf an Ami:i'i''3iii tiii> U iio lUupjuiftitincnt B> 
ui^ns n« Imrc iinnttii'r l<i lake Ihi- Foifiinaiiil, VVu i!c)iriiU mwU I'pon 
your tiroUiM. 'ITki ln*l i>ni|»N tfwn yuiirt{iiail(-r ufriveil in >nllU'Mit 
limn u> nwct nur oulAK I ivlil nnt onlL-ruiln ilio grncinl liuiiiirti^ u 
tlid agiinU addnrv j'ourfultivr on Uiat li<.-«il. nV atv i IlttJu Bppntlicii' 
>ive tliat Ibr. jwiket- linia gbl dolil uf nnr tntiitrro riDnl Attwny. 1 
mult Miivlado ill ptW lia'ilc, ai the vciiol w going to vmi^h ancboi-. 
I rumtiln, ke- 

(Signed,) K. .MACKK.VZ1K. 

Exlraet^|fa /(t(er/rnm /-i>it(. llanh, durastd, laic cammwAtnt if ytltk- 
Uiimaikinac, Co Gtacral U«U, iaiei "Dclmil, Mk Avgvtt, 1812. 
Sir — 1 take the CRHIcxtapporlunil; I" iin.i.an.i vn(iri-i''-ll'ii''»- ni'ilin 

nirrruder^f MicIiillini«ckiii*CiUiti!i<r w; <-.:\n,:: a-.-'- \ ,\ , ij . 'u ,- 

Xj't IbRnuudiT ihx cominuid arC;i.j'i. ' .:!)i 

ult. — ibo (urtienlarii of irhidi are un I>iI' i i^i- 

thrnutil by Uie Indiiin inUriireWr, iLat ii- in'i ■•■ ' •■■ ^it- 

dUiiUi»tlliP »eTfral nalioMol' Indians ilirii ui -r ', ;:,.!. 

gari'i'on. dill wire fnrlj-fivn milcii} ialnndbtl lumaki-. i ■ ■ k 

on Michillumckinac. I was liiclinnd. IVumtlift r<N.f< i , i I 

in sDiM oftbeprinripalchloft til'tlic Ottunaand( hiiin v. " i,(i 

hftd bat a (few anji before profemed tlin grenli'i^l li-|i'Uii'ii"p im- ihr i lil- 
ted Slatac. (o place conAdonce I'n tliii rci>on. I iininKdiaiBly rtiWA x 
meeting of tho American eentlDtnt^i) at lliat lintouii tlioiiland, iu wliicfi 
tt nai Ihuuglit prop«r to d&'paUl) a ronHdcntlni |>er<«u In Si- Jotepb Iu 
»M.e\\ Ihr moticMis of thd ludjaiu'. Cnpt. Uuiirmau.nr (Jic inililia ivik 
tlKNight Did most snitabli? I'ur (lii» (vrrice. He (-iiiliarki>d about imnsit 
and met Ihif UritUli forre* within (en op lifleen milcn of the ishnrl. tiy 
wbam ho was made pritoncrand put'nii hi* panil« oTbonur, Hf wai 
landed on tbe itiland at daji-lnviiic, vrjtli pasitlvo dircetictnt to |;l*e nti- 
no intelUgenre iifafttpvcr. lie *tss also initnieted to take the iuhabi- 
(anlnof the rilla^c Imliscriiniiiatclf to a ptac« on tbc weet side flt' Uw bl- 
and, where Ihtir penum and property ilmuld Xte protected bj a BHtiah 
guard ; tiul (bould they gi> to llie fiirt, thuy wontd 1<r onliji'i't tn j •;riw'- 
ml matsuTC by tlie lanagts, wblcli would be tii' >i ' ' ' 
fired agiin- "niis inforinalion I rtivcived from Di>(i< 
Ing llirouEb the village ivben e*eiy penait was \' 
enemy. ImniedlatCy on bcin; inlikrinedof Itiv 'i', 
I placed BID niuni Lion. &c. in tbu blovk-honi'M; m ' i 

%tA. and niaile every preparation liir action. M-- \A 

diicfiter tliat tbe enemy were in paii<>ein>ion nfthi- : 
ed dti' Ibrt. aod one piece ortheir artillery dirrci' 
Icsi part ofthe e;arrt»in. Tho Indians at Ibl4 Iin, ti> 

great uumbcrj in tbe ed'e of the wood«. At half |>.i>t 1 1 <''>'liirk. ihr 
4'nciny 'cnt in a Sag of truce, deiiiaodin: a surrender al'llie fori aiid bl- 
and to tilt Driiannic Majecly's forre«. 't'bi«, Sir. wax the lint (nibrma- 
tii»i I iMil of llu- d<Tl,i rat loll of wori I, howi-vir. li.n.I ariiiH()in. ,1 it 
and w.. ■ ! t.j meet tncb anerent a. I ] ... 

been m - ,-j\- cnmiDSind, aiuauiiltii 

livi' !:■■ Three Ainerlean %• ■'■ 

vtixii .. . .iccunipany tbe Hag . i. .. 

ed Wi- .. ^ ...iLiuy to be Immnlne liui:.;j,,. 

■Irffii;. ruusi-imj; i>l' tc^juhr trflops, Caiuuliant and ij.i Jtti, 
had two pieces of artillery and win- provided with laiidftr* 
ntriliepuqioiroftrMltiigtliriTork- (tncir'tarv. Aii.j, | ii; 
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imuttiofl. I romultriln^utncenuHl^toiliejimcncaiifenUMMif 
;, irhn ftm rery iiitclli(;i-iil men . lb« rrtuH o( which km, (hat rt 

... jMUlblo for Uie gwrixiii lir Inild out againil tiiHi > superior fomr, 

Id UiIaoiiiaioolhilljrnacUTnMi, Truitia con vtatiuii that il ivu the onlj 
nu»nirc that tauM ptnveat a gcnural ina>'>act«. 'rIl<^ fort anil gamnm 
vitrr acmnlinsl; wirreiKJereri. 

"Tbeewlwwt jiapMR eihihilcopinor the conripondencc between 
the olBcfT commaaiiin; the Biiliih Ibrcft aod uifscir. atid ot Iho uti- 
cliu orcapilulalion. This subject inroivnl qiKilions of a peculiar m- 
tart I nod I hope. Sir. (hat mj Avimud^ and prnlMUwlll mcel Itie mp- 
probatinn of my eorcrnniEiit. I cannot aJlow till* opportuiiily to esrape 
wllbuut t'XpTVEsing my ohltgiUoas la Jfe. Daj fur the service be rcuder- 
uil n>e hitORiluctin; thin cormnpoiHleiKr. 

" [ncoiupqiience of lhi> unfortunate alfUr, I \>e^ teaiB, Sir. loilemnd 
that a conrt of eiujaliT m»j he- onicrral to inv»Iljrati: all the t*Atm 
r^iidMrtfd H-ltli it ; ainll ilo further reqite^t, tlial thr rnurt maj br 
tpcetlll/ dlrvctri] tn cvprctti their opioion on the mcriln of tltu caw. 
I hare tlit tiUDour to bv, (^. 

Lie D tenant of ArtUlert. 
Hit E.icelti>n(7 0«i. Hull. 

CominaiHiiiif; tbn N. W. Army." 

" P. S. Thp following partkulan relatire tu tlie Bdllib Ibree tttr 
tblaineil alter th«cxpilulktiaa, rroniiiMoirce that admiu of on doalu 
llegular troopi 40 (lucluding 4 oHicen i} Canailiau niiliUa S6U— f^iUI 

:m. 

SAVAGB.S— Sionx M ; Winnelnroe* 18 : Tallciairain 39 ; Uiippanv 
aD[)OttanasA72--s>T!^o«Tll. wliit<r! UOO— Total 1031. 

" It aaj also be remarked, tlint oitc hundred and fiHj Chlfipcwas aurf 
Otiawaijoidcd the British, two days aJler Ihe capllntatiaii. P. H." 
" Hrighti above .Mi(-)iiltiiiiack.iB*r. 
"ITthJuly, ISi:;. 
■■CAPITLL,iTION 
" Agreed upon belween Captain Charles Roberta, cummandini; \iH Bri- 
taiiitic Mitieity'ii forces, on the oue part, and Lieut. Pnrler Uaidu, com- 
mauding the lorcea of UieKnited States, on th« other uart. 

■■1st. Tbe Fort urMichiIlimacUnac»liallimmedlB((V lic snnend«r«>) 
t« the Brltlih forneo. 

" 2d. Thv i^riimn shall march out with tbe linumirs of war, }nj iWo 
tbelr arm*, aud b«<«me prisoneri ; and thalt be sent to th« I', biatcf uf 
America by his Britannic Majeilj', not to kcjtc thit war until rrpilarly 
evcbansed : and fur tJie due pcrTomiance uf this artieW, the olIicen< 
pMfp their iron] and honuur. 

" 3i). All tlie merchant Tcsieh in tlie harbour, with their cargoes, 
shall b« in posseasion of their respective owners. 

" 4tb. PKrate properly shall bo held nacred ai far »% it li in my power 
- Sth. All the cltiieii^ of the L'. State*, >vlio Khali nut lake the oatji 
«f alteeiaoc*; to his Britannic Majeitty. shall depart with thcic prapcrt* 
fhioi the iilsnd iu one month Ih>m the date herenl'. 

(Signed) tHARLE8 R08ERT.S. 

Captain mmmandlug hM Brilaimjr 
Majesty'i " 
P, HANK.S, 
lieutenant commanding the Otilled 
SUlri' tinop' ■• 
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'■ftipplcDMitl to tbc article! of opIlulBtlrtu lignod ni> Iho Tth July. 
"TheCapUnuanilcrctv&of [he result liio, aliil Frcrgooiinlll. ilull 
Iw incliiitrd uiidor the ncroitd *rlicl«, nut 1o serve until rp|ulvl]r ex- 
etangoA, for which the nfficcn itikit pleitgn tbcir ward of hiiuaur. 
" Fort Atlobiliroackinac, 
•'23«lJilI*, 1812. 

CHARLES ROBERTS. 

Cipliin commsniling Ibr fort'ci of his 
Brltanuic luajcity 
ORjtKTED, P. lUNKtH. 

l.tputrniiiil commiaidiiig the rniifjl 
SiatM' iroopi. 
tlead-Quarifrt SaniMcK. Jvgvtl 15, ^8V. 
^\r — Tiie fiircft at nty (li<po<n1, niithorisei me to require of jim ttw 
immediate (urreliiior of fori Dt'troil. It U far from my incllu ' " 
,toia Ini war of nxtcrmliuilloli, but you mint t>c aware, tbat the 
oui body of Indiuii, who twve ultached tbcnmcJrcs it> my ' 
bt beyund ciiy eoutruul lUe momcot tht: eoAtetl ~ 




I 



Acrutiulc 

are fully aitthgrised to roncliide tuy &rrangeinetil tJiiit may lead to _ 
vent tJie unnece«s>ry etTu^luD of blottd. fiiaTc the bouoar to be, Klfi 
vour inoit ubedleut terraiil. 

(Signed) ISAAC SHOCK. Mqj. Oen. 

Kii EKrvlleiii'y BHe. Gen. Hull, 
Commandin* «t Fort Detroit. 

lleai-QuarltTi Drtrait. Jvgusl \5, 1S13. 

Sir — I have no i^tltor reply tto mahe. than to Inlbrin yuu, tint 1 am pre- 
pared to iiii!et any force which nuy be at yoiir dlspnuil, uid any corise- 
qileiicei which may resatt from any cicrlion of it you may tbiiik praper 
(o mak*. 

1 arail tnysvlf of lIiL: opportunity to infumt you thai the flag of tr^iee*', 
iioder Ihw dir<)ction off'aplaiD Drown, proceoded oootrury to the ordctv' 
and withMit the knowlcrlgc of Col. Ctfi, who roiriinanilvd the troon'i 
which jittacked your picket, near the River Canaril ilridge. \ 

I llktiwhe take tbi«OCB>ilon to inform you thatCuwie'A hnuscwai 
on fire contrary to my ordern. and It did not take place untli alter 
cvacuattoo t>(Uie Fort. From the best information I have Iteeti ahla 

Lformoo the subject, it ivns set on fire by Mme of tlie hihat)ilaiit!> on Ihl! 
other Klde of the rlvcr. I ani. very rckpcctHitly. your enc^llency's luUt ' 
ubedient icrvant. 
(Signed) W. Hll.I,, Bris- Gen. 

Commanding Ihc N, W. Army of the I' 
t 



.Majuty'* forces, Sandn-lch, I 'piwr Canada. 
(co.0 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
Htttd-Quarttn, at Ddroil, lOfA Jugail, 1812. 



with pain .ind anikty that Brigadier Grnenl Bull annouuoM to 
iha north wntom axmy. ibut lie has been cum|>clled from a licnw of ila- 
(y 10 agree to Ihe rulluwingailictwof capitulatioit. 



1 Ma. 



Caatp Uttrolt, Avgmt 18, t<t13. 

rapitnUUon of sufrriiJoriflsFiirl Dulruit. entered iirtobctw 

^nr Cni'-rftl ))riii-k.<<>iiiiiuiiilLn|[liKnrilaiiiiinMBieiIy'« Iotcm oTllictil.- 
|i>in, I'll Hii.lifi I'riiriLtl Hull, riiinmaiidin* tticiinrlJi miitvrii viny 

diili. i I' . ili"iillwi |i«i'l— 

.J>.' ' .Hill. HJIlialt the Ironpc, rrgitlsn as w«l| ai inl- 

lilM, >Mil :« Mil III III. Ill ly Kl|^^<^nlivrcri lo tlie IlritUh liircrs uuder lb* 
riitiiiii.inil I'l liiijiir Iii:iiit;i1 TImtIi. anil will bi" poiwiilen'i! prizemen of 
vrtiT. wiUi ihn rxcpptinn of Eiich at thr injlltia al* the Miclilgitn tcrrllory 
u' hare Dot jiilnnl thearmj'. 

j4iiirh 2i. Atl {>0blir Mnrei, ELrms hpiiI i>iiblic ili>rum«m«, IticJuilillg 
•vnrv thing abo ol s public iiatiirc. will bt Irnimslratelj givnn up. 

.■*rfWf£l. Privalu \tsa^t\Y auj pritatc pcrnoos ol'ctiifj di-ioripthui 
njfl be rcspretctl. 

JWtV^ Ith. lli^ pxeellencjr, Brigatlirr General Hull, having cxproi- 
t^Bdmire thatAilelM^mi-'nt rroin Ihv itatr nt'01i»< »'i il> rr^y lo join 
ins ttrm;, iw trvll u omi sent fnim fort Delnnt < ' .i.ntol' 

(Mmwl M' Arthur, ghmililbc incIiiiJcd in Uit- '<'< k- 

tiatAin$hf agmed In. It in hov*crcr \u be nndi i iif 

Cbo ObiouiiliUa m havo not^ineil Ihe atmjr, mii i . mrn 

hniiM «it romlltfon tbal tlipji irUI not serve ilmm;; mi' n.n — imir nttxw, 
luiwcver, will he deljvrrcd up. If belonging to the jiiil)li<!. 

jttikle I. til. Thr garrison will mnrcb out at Iho buur nl'IZu'clocU tliii 
•fit*, and (he Drlit^Ii liircet tab iiniandiatfT ixMBeuioii of ihti Tort. 

J, M-DOWKI,, IX. tfll. .Militia It. A. It- C 
, .,, J. 8. OkEGO. MsJDi- A- D. C. 

ItfCRorcu. WILLUJI ttllLI, Bi^. CJcn. 

Cummandine (be N. W. »i\x 
JAMES Mf uiin. U. C«l. 

Mb I'. S. InfttnlTF. 
E. UHrSlf, Col. Ul.'lWg- 
Michigan Militia. 
socRi). ISAAC ItUOCK, Alnj. Cm. 

ThCMm^al I2o'eloclt Ijiiiday ifillnurrhoiitof the cutgi 
ibtij trill rtaclc tlicir arms and will be tbcu subject to tin a 
•«i>itulatioD. 

WM. Hi:LL.Brie.Gen. 
(Joimnaodiiis N. W. jlrm;^ 
[Capiluloftnn herrwith publiihtd.] 
Jlh article EuppluiurDtni^ Ia the article! of rapiltilalioa concbid) 
itelrtiil. I61h Au^mt, ISt3, It Ik agreed (hat the officcriuidsoldl... _. 
the Ohio nilUlla auil raliiUtPci«i>lMll Iw pcrnuttf^ to (tracceit to tbiilr'fV' 
tjiiietivc iionif!, on ihn cmidltinn. that ih<7 arc not to «*fvc during the 
imu^cul war. unleu tlio» arc enchangcd. 

(Sif-ned) W- Hall. Blip Gen. 

Conimandlnc N. W, Armr V. S. 
ISAAC BROCK,M*J. ««ll- 

jIii arlicle in ndditinn in Hie lupplrmeotar; article of the eapitilhlii 

concluded at Detroit, leth AiigOF^t, I8IS. 

It i» Airtiicr »greei that the olBeei* and soldlrra nf ilm Mioli^ 
l.tta and voluulei-n, under the command of Major Wetherolt, •' 



( 2i ) 

tlie mme priaclplc* u Ibo OUio vulunUen and militis An pla- 
ted bj tlie luppleinentai')* artltic of the lliUi ijiii»n[. 

i^imt) W. UI'LL. Bris. «ua. 

ConiinnnfKni: N. W, iirmy U, S. 
ISAAC liliOCK. ,VUJ. Ocn. 



l.f;i-JKR OF fOI,0,VEI, CASS. 



Sir — Hivlni been ordered an lo Ihk plnir. Iiy Col. M'Artbui', Tor ilie 1 
irpasu or Dominuiiicatiog to tlie ^nvernment, such parlicularx reipect- I 
fUW •ip«dition laiolv ruin in milled by Brigiidivr Guueriil Hull, and it 
mJElit ritsbic Ilirmcnrrectif to BpprccUiIe lliii ri 



net of the blTuer!! a 



o foul > 



inuiini, 



lit to your coii«idi 

When Uic Ionics nn 
■d itiinuJatcd witli t^ 
kwofu*. nndliiid ;ili i. 

n, it would doubltc:.. 

terHT^rds declared lit 
hsd every rcaioii 



and lo duvolope tbc eauvoi wlikh prodii' 
lir- tiiiliriiio! dinriictci", I hM-c Oie honour to sub- 

' I li. y landed willi un ardent scat, I 

; . I . No enemy appnnred williin | 

...-, .ij> uiiaclt befii iimdo upon Mai. I 

.L.i. i.,ltLi. -II L.i>> rictory. 1 knoiv Gen. Hull I 

tmltcdlliii attack hud nnt beun made, uh) \ 

oWifiVe cucccss would liarn crowned b'avt- 



_... _ of two weekn, tliR numtx. 

i«Jr iiilllUa who wore embodied had deereiucd by dctcrtiim from lic hn 

ed to one hunured men— -and, In the roortc oftlirue weeks, tlic c!l_ 
)n were mouutod. the nmmimitlon flxed, and every prcparaiion luade | 
.r an inunedtate invcttmnit of the fort. At » couutil, at kIiIcIi wcr* ] 
resent all the field officers, and whii^h was fanM ino tUyn before oar ] 
reparatlous were completed. It was iiuanhDiHi.iIy agreed to make an 
-.mediate attempt to acrompllsh the nbject of llie txiwdltUm. Ifbj' 

Jting two daja we could hare the KcrTicG (if iiur h»Bv» uitillerr, II | 
w agreed to wait — if iioL, it was dotermhicd lo co iviiJinut It and to I 
'.tempt the place by donn. Thii opinioa Appeiuvd lu cimtspouJ with 1 
le riews of Ihe GcnEral, and thd day waa appnintnl l»r roiiimeQcinj^ 1 
ir iiiarrh- He declared to rne, tbat lie eoiislilcrcd bim'^ctf pledged ti 
ad the army to .Ualt^n. The ammunition was phired in the Hniiuu* 
'the caunuii were embarked on iKwrd tbs floating hatlciira and rrery 
qnlaltc artklo wm prepared— The tplrit and zcaI. iIip aj iluiir and aiii- 
atiou dbplayed by the offirerijnd men, nn learning the noar aecom- 
inhincnt of their wiihec. wm x sare aad sacred pledge that fn thv , 
iiir of trial llioy wonid not he wnnlinjr to their duly to their eonutty < 
id tliomteivc!. But a change of mcasuroii, In opim'dttnii to the wltbe* 
rd npini')ns of all the ullirer!<, wa<i adopted hy the (iener.tl. The pbui 
'attocklne Maiden wm abn/idoiiod, and lustead of acting oflViulvely, 
9 broke up our camp, evacuated Canada, and ro-ci'oiAe'] the river in 
e iti^ht, without even the shadow of an enemy to injure un. We left 

the tender mercy of the enemy the iiilsvralila Cauadlanii wbo boil 
[ned at, and the Prolertiim we aSbntcd them was Init a |>a>sport tu 
ngeance- Tlii« fatal and uuaucoi ml able step 4>ipiriled the troopR, and 
stroyed (lin little coiitdenre which a terisi of ttmld, irreiohite aii4 
ldecbiv« mMviirci lud left in t!ic comranuding officer. 



■ ThrtSUi. II 
I r ' nil wu aimtta] nir iatormtt tbrag^ % 

■1. . . ■ ■ I in* dudlrt. lk»l ihf •FEir^1 fiiA ■^Jt'^l. ^ 

MhiBhh 1UV. u mrfa XI if lnU tntt In tmr ' 
UlfenlbKbi tlir !!•' ' 



-'ta|Hliibi>' 



i>in>»<I Thh ptM « 



la ikrmr ap work*. During Ibal uiil lb<< I ■ 
iweil Ibrlr olqpcl irlUMial iii1«mip(«naud r 



it Ihirtr fAiiflinf unJ iiuinir'lialolj^ ti 

■•d In B rkitc cnlumn ut [tUtooiM. ttrdf* | 



Ailvani'ln;; (uIiitiiii. Iii-tliii (iiirAllnn, llie tniHrmrltv i>t oiir pcKitlMt 
"TM Bgipsri-Dt. mill our (npops lii lli.; i ajpr cxiwrUiiuii of riclorr, Kwail- 
•■il Uu; «iipniarti <it iln- • ii nii — \iil i "li;!] nl' ilis<'(iiitl'ul brake iltwii Ibt 
rW; (Mil 1 I. I r llir cvr, Ktfry miln I'XpCfUid ■ 

pniiid dny I > > n» iliixitius Uiat lib iodnidud <»• 

vrllnn «l)oiilil ' - i.il rri^iik. 

Wlieii (Ik ii ,11 ^irrivfil within ntxtul five LuwImhI 

rirriinCour liiir, <<i.j.-r- ^v,.- no iri-il fiMiii Gt-ncml Hullfiirtbc hIuiIc 
lif rvlreal to llin Fuel, oari tlH: lu-riily-limr [■uiiiiili-n nnt (n njwn aimn 
tbr coemj'. One unitetul bunt ofiadigiintinn was appariuit uii"" tbt 
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' tTWrtpt of thts order. Tho^e whose conviction was llic d«libcnU i 

■lilt ut' I (IKpaiskiiiate exam illation or [iifJUig rvriiU, taw the lull* 

L and ItnpropriotJ o> ■rowriing 1 100 men iuto a Utile work whlcii^Hlfl 

4-uiiM fully miiD. atid iiiU) nliicli Xlie (hot anil ihclknl' Itid (rnoinj w«rft 

failing. Tlie Fori w»« in Ihi' iiMiDcr lllird - the lacu were dirMIed 

iLdi'k Ihuir Hrni!, nnd Marcel; was mi npjiorlunily Curded nftnor^ 

^—S'horilj' after a white flig was buiig out uinn the wnllii. A' 

' British officer fDil«i up to «n(|uire the ^awe. A rflininfmioaUnu patsed 

I l)pt»e&n the cnmmaniliiig i^nvrals. which cnd^d in tlie cainlutUior 

[ (ulinuttetl to jou. lu tnliTing into thi» rapitulalion tlio general loo' 

[ counsel rivm hi!; own lceliiig< an\j. Not an offircr was contulterf. Kc . 

inK tnlicipatiid a Kiirrender. till Ito «a« the white Dag diaplayrd, evti, 

;lio vroroeti were Indiiniint at w Khamerul n defiwlutloa ul'IfaeAfmrrfi^ 

'Ml rliarai^ter : uulall fell as tliey stiould havo (cit. btit he who htiln 

n lii* hand* ihe rtlgns ofaiilhorlly. 

Our luornlng ro|iort had thai moriiini; inadi; our «flbrU*H DKD pr^ 

icnl fit lor duly lOliO, wllhoiil including the ilelachinuit bcfom nlJu,4 

led to. and without ini^hiding 'MO of the Allrhigftn militia on dutr. jk 

I trout dark on Kalurclay evening the detarJinirut spnt lo cworl l^opro 

I vitium rueelved orders tram Gen. Hull lu rettini with ai niuoh cxp*. 

>n as DOESibl«. Ahool 10 oVIotk Uie ncxtday they arrived wilhU 

r »lght of llrtmit. Ha(' " ■ - ■ - ■ ■ 

thej would haveadum 
■ituallon. In which thin detnehmeni was plnceil. althoLigh Ibn remit « 
Licidcnt, wan the bent for Biinoyine the t-ai-mf and cutting off his n, 
'eal that eoiild have licrn M.']prtc<r. With his raw lnx>;is endoicd b»^ 
[ tween Iwn hren anil no hopes of succour, it it diuurding little to c 
I Uiat very fcwwrntldhaveeicaped. 

I have been iuformert h? Cot. Fiodlcy, who saw the return of thslgj 
iiuarlpr-mastrr^enernl the day afl«r the I'Urreudcir. that their whnli 
lorce afwery deHTri|>ii<ia, whilo red and lilaek, Has 1030. Tlioy had 
tnrentj' ulae platixin'. twelve In a platuun, ol' men drufsed in unitbrm^ 
Maaj of those wem evidently Canadian tidltlia. The reft of tlieir milM 
tia Incrt^ascd their white force to about nuvon laindri'd rar-a. I'hv 
number ofilioir Indiant could not be a^cortnincd willi any degree ofl 
priir)<ion :iu)t many were visible, .^nd in thi^rvnit ol' anatiaclt ufxina 
the lawn and fori, it nait a sppeicsof furce which cuuld hnvr affardc>(t9 
00 material advantage to the enemy. ■ 

In eiiileavoaring to appreciate tlio molivrt nnd 'to lovoiiUntc Uiel 
c«nsc«. which led to an cvi^nt co nne*j»Frtcd and diehanniitvLl*. it r<1 
irapoiiiblr.toltiidany solution In tlic rclatire strength of the ronlendingd 
partie", or ia the measures of resistanoe in our pnwer. That wo wcrr 
Rir (opcrlor to the enemy ; that upon any ordiiuiry principle* ul' calm . 
lation we would liave defeated them, the wounded and bdlguaiit loeltj 
"" 51 of fvory man thore will testify. ' 

.V tew days before the surrender, I wa< inlbnocd by Con. tlutl, w* 1 
had iSlO Toaa&s of 21 pound ^bot liieO and about 100.000 rartridie* J 
made. We smrendercd with Uie Ibrt fiU barrels of powdur and 2M0. 1 
:tan<l ufarms. 

The «tBto of onr provision* haf not iiceii gcDorally nndcrtlnod. 

the da y nfmrrcndcr itc had ir»dayi of prnvitiunef'oiery kiiidon luuid. 

OiMut tlierc was plenty in the rnunlry, and arrangeinmis hail beeu 

mflnbr purrhuing and grinding tho flour- It wa& eaknlatcd woruuld^ 

readily procure three month*' provLtinus, Indrpendent of 1.10 barrclf.'l 

uf flour, l.tOOhf^adnt'cattlF which hud lieenf']niard<'d fronitb'"" ' ' 
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Ohio, iuiil nlilcti rvmUDOil al tlie Rjvcf Kalfin iinJir L'j|)t. firutb, ti itUr 
tn rpBcIi or ilir Briny . 

But hiid wt bi^eii ti><ally dchdtutp ttt proTitiont, oiir duly mii) our in- 
lecvat wM undouhtiMlly to Aght. I'he miemj invitcit ut lu meet himiu 
I be liclil. 

B; (lurvsllng Iiim Ibr wliole c™iiit[7 » 
tuidtlui nbjcrt nl'our e)((>eiIilion BTurloii- 
It' «c lull been defcutcd wc bail iiotlih':: 
furt. and inako the belt clclcnci: cinrr: 
dercd praetirsblo. But liatelj' tu 
laiaelf to labtnlt ivithnut [nlKlilK '1 I. '. 
Itrlcvi lirriirc an fiirmt a'i inrcrliir [i 
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Ti "iir riiei) fliiiilieil wilbUicJiupc nr vkloiy.cagefl* 

nH-.iiliri ii.r .i|i|i:. < iiirin contcKt. to svi) Uioiti ftl'tei'tvanls illtpirlted, 
hoprluFj i\efpniKi'm%. at Icut SOO Kheililiiig tears beiwiK: tbef wore Dol 
sUowcd to meet tlieir cuinitrr'o Ibes, ami to figlil Uieir couulry'i balttc*. 
ficlU'd Renjutlntu. irliich na Aioerican hu ever bc.fora bad cauw to leel. 
tnd which 1 truit in lioi] ttil) never ngain be fell, vrbJle ouc man n>- 
iQKlns to dcrmiil tbe ttiindard or the I'liiuu. 

I am expruily authoritcd to ftutt, ihr.t Colonels M'Artkur itid Fiod- 
\ty, and LieulKumt Colonel Miller \ iewed ibe IrsuMctioii in tlie light 

ivhleh I do, Thej knew and I ftel, that ir- " ■ ' "- 

IJDii, none in that or the enemy, ran c^icuio 
ttblo lud Hnjtittirnlilc. This too ii tlic i 
lnw|K; ana I ^liall he enrpri^ed tn \i:ar, 
UiiiAi II Wis oeecitsary to shcutit hi> '»a 

I wa« inromit'd hy Ctrnpral Unit, Uie nHirnins "-ftat thv ea^'iiulm ... 
that tlie nrlti<^h torecs cnniijicil nf IKflO iRgnUrs. imd ili.it hi- vat- 
roodered lo i>ivTt^tit the eSibiou ol' human blood. 'I'hat hi' mij^nifl^ 
the raeular liin-e nearly flvc Cild, Ibr-ev cmi Mr no doubt— IVheUier Uic 
plillnnlhroplr reason atfigiKd by him is 11 sntfjclcnt jui^tilicaUaB lor sur- 
rendering n ibriiOed town, an army and a tcniloiy, h lur tha goieti^ 
raent to doteriiilno. 

Cunlldent 1 am, iliai bad the courage and ronduct or Ihc genera) beon 
cqnal to IhP (viril and Bcal oC tliu Iroops, the c^ent KOiild twto Ucen 
a« brilliant and niccc^rut as It now U di^iaiteroun and dlshonounbto- 
Very respect fully, Sir. 4c- 

LEWIS CASS, 
Cnl. 3d Iltgiuunt Ohio Fat. 
ifoD. William Eustiv Secretary of War. 



a eircumitance in our t^ttiia- 

a capitulation 10 dixbonnar- 

nivertal nciilimrol amou* the 

I. that tiiprp it one m:in, wUo 

ir l-jy ilotcu liii 11: 



Jthan\i, Fehmart) 2:i, 1811. 
I write you at the instance of the court conTeiied bent ft)rIbctrlaJa[ 



icnt and probably llilnro Elate uf the 
merabcrt. 

The conrt, when organiEcd, consixicd nf 14 mcmbcrt, >le. 13 
members and one snpernnracrary. [Colonel Forbex.) Aflerthe 
the part of the United Statei was rested, the court ai^imed 
days, to give the gcacral time to arfOnge hh dcreoce ; in the M 
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CobiieJ Bog<irdiis, who ha.<! rrtiirnnl to New- York, im-t with a wvy Sf- 
rioiis priTute iiMstbrtiinc, iiithi* lo^s ui'oiic of his children by arrido.nt; 
which has hithiM-to prfveiited his rplurii to this place. Cicnera Is Dear- 
born and Bloonifiold. and Colonel Fcnwick bcranic Kcvcrojy indi.«pO!:ed, 
hut have so tar reroyrrcd as to meet yesterday, but CoJoiiel Bogardus 
bcini; absent, the abilities of the gentlemen who, had been sick, to at- 
tend, being of doubtful continuance, was thought ad vi$eab]e toadjouro 
until Colonel Bogardus's return, who liad been wrote to. 

Thus situatcil, it would bo agreeable to tbo court to be advised from 
the war department. 

1st. Whether a member who ha.s been absr^ r i<crial 

part of tlic trial, can take liis scat again after . clic 

bU|>ernumerary. 

2d. How many are necessary to a ballot cooviciioD, '1 as 

the court nas originally, V.l. 

:]d. What eould l>e ttie mi))Ct adviseabic course for the * ^suc 

should th(Mr number be reduced to 12 or less. 

4lh. Will it bi? necciisary Ibr the court to remain here ui pro- 

oeedijigr; shall have been submitted to the President Oi .litcd 

Slates':' 

With irreat re-j)rct, sir. your humble «prvaiil 
(Signed.) AIAKTI.V VAN BLlREN. 

The lion. John ArmNtrona, Secretary of War. 

If'ar Ueparlmcnl, March Itk, 1814. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 23d ult. ha^ been received, and I hasten to aa« 
:;wer your four questions. 

1st. A mend)er who lias be«n absent, may take his scat after such 
absence ; but if the supernumciiiry, Kupplyiii); his place, should have been 
present during the uholo. time, so far lu it has gone, and can continue 
his attendance on it, he n)ay be preferred. 

lid. A mere majority of ilie court may convict of any degree of crime, 
but two thirds of the court are niTC'.sriry to pass a sentence of death. 

lid. \esv meudiers may be a<i(Ied to keep up the original minilicr of 
ihe court (this is military usai^o) the. proceedings as recorded being 
read to tliem. JJr'ec General Hobert Howe's trial during the war of the 
revolution, and General Whit lock's hi England, &c. 

4th. Wiien the proceedings of the court arc closed and reported, the 
court may be «lis>olved by the president. 
I am, sir, yours respectfullv, 
(^igJud.) ' JOHN' ARMSTRONG. 

P. S. In case an absent member returns and resumes bis seat, the 
proceedings, which have been had in his absence, must be re^d to him. 

lion. Air. \aij Beuren, actiiig special judge advocate. 



